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    Chapter 1 - The Laying on of Hands in the Scriptures

  


  
    (NOTE. We would earnestly ask readers of the following to patiently read all that may yet follow on this subject before they come to a final judgment. This is a matter in which premature judgments may lead to false conclusions; so read all, and that with an unprejudiced mind.)


    "Wherefore leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, let us press on to full growth; not laying again a foundation of... the laying on of hands." "For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God." - Hebrews 6:1-2; 5:12.

    

    It is not our wish to take up this matter in any controversial way, although it may be impossible to avoid that element arising in the minds of some who read. We desire only to pass on what light we have, and be as constructive as possible. But contrasts are inevitable, and there must of necessity be a corrective factor. The present pressing in of this subject upon the notice of the Lord's people calls for some faithful and spiritual facing of it, and presentation of the truth concerning it: not, let us repeat, in the way of controversy, but for clarifying, safeguarding, warning and building up of the "Body." It would be the best thing for us first to recognise the place which "The Laying on of Hands" has in the Scriptures.

    

    We leave the fuller explanation for later, and do little more than refer to the fact.

    


    
      In the Old Testament

    


    Genesis 22. Abraham was elected as head of a chosen race, and the promises were secured in him. These promises were inherited by the son who was elected by God to become the head in his generation, and were passed on by laying on of hands. Genesis 48:13-14. This was repeated when Israel laid his right hand upon Ephraim and his left hand on Manasseh. (The right hand is always the symbol of strength and honour).

    

    Exodus 29:10-15, etc., Lev. 1:4; 3:2,8,13; 4:24,29,33; 8:14,18; 16:21. Here we have one truth representing the many aspects of fellowship with God, namely, the identification of the person with the offering by the act of laying on of hands. The hands are the symbols or tokens of the entire man and in laying them on he commits himself entirely.

    

    Numbers 8:10. 2 Chron. 29:23. Here the whole people are represented as laying their hands upon the Levites. Thus the Levites in taking the place of the firstborn sons are identified with every family in Israel, and every family is identified with them. They are in effect Israel as a "Kingdom of priests," and foreshadow the whole priestly company of the saints - "The Church of the firstborn ones." Hebrews 12:23.

    

    Numbers 27:16,17,18,23. Deut. 34:9. Moses was commanded to appoint his successor. Joshua was appointed, and the equipment for his ministry came to him at the time that Moses laid his hands upon him.

    

    There is another realm in the Old Testament which represents the same principles of both identification and equipment. It is that in which so frequently occurs the phrase "The hand of the Lord was upon..." Usually this is connected with the Prophets.

    

    They represented God and God was with them. Their words were His words, and God stood by them. The way of expressing the wisdom, power, acts, experiences, movements, revelations, etc., was "The hand of the Lord - upon." See Daniel, Ezekiel, Elijah, Elisha, etc.

    


    
      In the Gospels

    


    In the Gospels the Laying on of Hands as to its practice is confined almost solely to the quickening of the mortal body, and the bringing into blessing. Thus we have the Ruler of the Synagogue asking the Lord Jesus to come and lay His hand upon his sick daughter, or rather upon his daughter who "is even now dead."

    

    Mark tells us (6:5) that while unbelief paralysed Him amongst His own people and He could do no mighty work in His own country, He did lay His hands upon a few sick folk and healed them.

    

    In Decapolis they brought to Jesus a man with an impediment in his speech and besought Him to lay "His hand upon him." Mark 7:32. Again in Bethsaida they brought to Him a blind man and "besought Him to touch him" and "Jesus put His hands upon him." Mark 7:22.

    

    At the close of Mark's Gospel the final commission is given to the Apostles and the promise is given that "They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover." Mark 16:18.

    

    Similar instances are recorded by Luke (4:40; 5:13; 13:13). Then as to blessing by identification, this was the portion of the children. Mark 10:13,15,16. Luke 18:15. And finally the Lord at the time of His Ascension "lifted up His hands and blessed them." Luke 24:50.

    


    
      In the "Acts" and the Epistles

    


    As there was a sovereign act of God in the case of Abraham, Moses, and the Lord Jesus, without any act of man, thus constituting them "Heads" in their respectively representative capacity, so Pentecost was another such sovereign act in relation to the Headship of Christ to the Church which is His Body. No human act is connected with that initial constituting of God. God gave "Him to be Head of the Church which is His Body" Ephes. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18; 2:19. As such He was the Anointed Head and in the first setting up of the Church - the Body - the fact of the anointing had to be spontaneous. The House of Cornelius was the complement of Pentecost as the Gentile half of one fact - the One Body, Jew and Gentile. So there also it was spontaneous and the explanation of Peter was, "The Holy Spirit fell on them as on us at the beginning." Acts 11:15.

    

    We cannot get very far until we recognise that God, apart, from any act of man, has set up something and anointed that with the Holy Spirit. There are no more Advents of the Holy Spirit from heaven, but there is a coming into and under the anointing which is upon what God has constituted. This word of explanation and warning is necessary because the truth contained in what we have just said governs everything from Pentecost onward. It is now contrary to the New Testament and an exceedingly dangerous thing to "wait" for the "coming" of the Holy Spirit. We do not wait for Him, we move into that where He is. After Pentecost there is not a single instance of "waiting for the Spirit". The state created by this "waiting" is often a psychical one which opens the door to any inrush of false spirit power and delusion. But we must return for the moment to the New Testament record of "the laying on of hands." To take the matter in order it is as follows. (We include also the connection of hands with the incidents, not only the "laying on.")

    

    In Acts 5:12 Luke mentions that many signs and wonders were done by the hands of the Apostles. Then Peter took the lame man by the hand. Acts 3:7.

    

    In Acts 6 the deacons chosen to relieve the Apostles of the pressure of temporal demands were identified with the house of God in that capacity by the laying on of hands, so that their ministry was recognised to be essentially spiritual, as it proved to be, specially in the case of Philip and Stephen.

    

    Acts 8 brings us to the case of the Samaritan converts who had also been baptised (16). When the Apostles laid their hands upon them following or during definite prayer, the Holy Spirit came upon them. There is no mention of any peculiar manifestations or signs in this instance, but they knew quite definitely that they had received the Holy Spirit, and Simon the sorcerer saw something.

    

    Chapter 9 brings the matter in in connection with Paul at his conversion. Ananias - not an Apostle - in obedience to a declaration of the Divine Sovereignty in connection with Saul, went to him and in recognition of the family truth of the house of God laid his hands upon him and said "Brother" - thus identifying him with the family, and there followed restored sight, baptism, and the receiving of the Spirit. We do not know the exact order of things in this instance, but we know that connected closely with the one were the others.

    

    Chapter 13 sees the great transition from Jerusalem to Antioch in relation to the world extension of the testimony. Barnabas - a man without prejudices or personal interests - is the Divinely chosen link, making possible this delicate transition without a break in fellowship. The great principle that all ministry is one and not personal or separate, but the ministry of all, is brought beautifully into view in this instance. There were five men - not Apostles - who ministered to the Lord and fasted and the Holy Spirit said to them, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul unto the work whereto I have called them. Then when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So they being sent forth by the Holy Spirit..." That the great Apostle Paul, with all the sovereignty of God back of his election, and all the wonderful appearing of the Lord of Glory to him, and all that he had been told as to his ministry, had to go out to his life work through an act of representative men of the assembly - not Apostles, one of them probably a coloured man, is something to think about.

    

    As to direct references to laying on of hands, there remain Paul's words to Timothy on two occasions.

    

    1 Tim. 4:14. "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery." (elders).

    

    2 Tim. 1:6. "Stir up the gift of God that is in thee through the laying on of my hands."

    

    We do not know whether these references are to two different events or to the same. What we do know is that Timothy was equipped for ministry when the Holy Spirit operated in connection with prayer and the laying on of hands, and that prayer was prophetic in its substance as to what Timothy would especially fulfil as to the nature of his ministry.

    

    We should be justified, we feel, in linking in 1 Cor. 12 where gifts of the Spirit are referred to as equipment for ministry to the building up of the Body of Christ. It is not said so, but from these last references of Paul and the other Scriptures cited, we may find good reason to believe that these Divine Gifts within the "Body" were connected with the laying on of hands. There is one thing that we note as we pass on, it is that Paul did not repudiate this procedure at the end of his life, any more than he repudiated Baptism as no longer belonging to the dispensation. If he had come to a time when what are called "ordinances" (we do not endorse the term) no longer applied, then, as an honest man he ought to have said so, and not referred to their validity as he did to the end. His last letters "Ephesians," "Colossians," and "Timothy" refer to Baptism and the Laying on of Hands rather with emphasis than with dismissal.

    

    There remains but the passage of Scripture with which this consideration started, Hebrews 6:1,2. It is clear from the context that the Apostle was handicapped in his writing by the unduly delayed maturity of those to whom he wrote. In Chap. 5:11 he deplored that after so long a time it was still necessary that someone taught them the "first principles." Then in Chap. 6 he urged that the "first principles" should be settled once for all and that they should go on to full growth. He then enumerated those "first principles" and called them "foundations." They are six, and the fourth is "the laying on of hands."

    

    So far we have just brought forward the Scriptures which refer to the subject. Before we go on to the interpretation in the light of the fuller range of truth we feel it necessary to say one or two things by way of bringing the matter into its right place. Let us stress very definitely the principle that the value of any one truth depends upon its being kept in its right relationship to all the rest of the truth, and of it being kept in its place. This we shall show more fully later. If this law is not observed then the results will be perilous to spiritual life. These results are for the most part of three kinds.

    

    The "Laying on of Hands" can be, and very often is, only A MERELY RELIGIOUS ORDINANCE, gone through without any living inward spiritual foundation or outcome. An institution as a part of a recognised order, and unless family traditions or common religious acceptances are to be violated or ignored it is expected to be observed. It is a religion. Then secondly, the "laying on of hands" with a certain implied or interpreted meaning can be, and very often is, entered into and received in real and genuine religious sincerity. The aspirations are good. The intentions are the purest. There is reverence, solemnity and devoutness. In such cases the surroundings and accompaniments - building, vestments tone, music, aestheticism etc., leave a lasting impression, and the people concerned always refer to that day as the most solemn in their lives, and think of it as having been a great "blessing" to them. Faithfulness requires that we shall point out that this also is capable of being a great peril. We must never judge the spiritual value of things by their impressiveness or the measure of religious emotion which they bestir. Mysticism and aestheticism are often confused with spirituality. There is a very wide gap between being devoutly, passionately, sincerely abandoned to religion and being truly born from above - born anew to the Holy Spirit. The artistic temperament can conceive and produce the most sublime things and pass through the most acute religious ecstasies. In the realm of religion the artistic and emotional have put more people in a false position than any amount of false doctrine. Indeed, false doctrine has captured multitudes because it has been dealt out in beautiful, fascinating, impressive, captivating forms and dress. The Serpent depended upon such for the success of his first delusion. Not religion but regeneration is the only safe foundation of any "experience."

    

    Much more ought to be said in this connection, and a whole disclosure of the difference between soul and spirit is necessary to make things quite clear, but we must go on, and when all is said we shall see that not an experience on an occasion but the abiding and ever growing inward knowledge of the Lord Himself is the proof and test of the genuineness of such experiences.

    

    There is, however, a further realm in which the laying on of hands can be:

    


    
      Positively Dangerous and Damaging. 

    


    This is the realm where things are psychic in a more intense degree. In this realm the thing is usually something in itself, and is detached and given an importance and emphasis which is bound up almost entirely with the experience which may come by it - the experience as such. It is a matter of getting something, experiencing something, feeling something, bringing spiritual things into the sphere of the senses. The accompaniments and association of the imposition of hands here are usually high-tensioned atmospheres charged with emotion, worked up in some way, by singing, loud praying, etc., manipulation and movement or pressure of the hands or fingers and an assertion of soul force. Very often a mediumistic state is produced, and too often a condition of seeking to possess something is thought to be an exercise of faith. The soul is stretched out or else it sinks into an unnatural quiescence and passivity. Such a state exposes those who are concerned to an inrush of spiritual forces which are not the Holy Spirit. The sensations may be very wonderful and seemingly subliminal, other supernatural elements may be present. Even the Lord Jesus may be praised and extolled.

    

    This may go on for a considerable time and then, without explanation, it may all go just as suddenly as it came. Immediately it is gone there is thrust into the mind the suggestion of the sin against the Holy Ghost, which, of course, is unpardonable. When once this suggestion has found lodgment and has been accepted or entertained, the individual is under the awful and deadly weight of condemnation with which it is well nigh impossible to deal. All those blessed means of saving grace which are for the sinner who has never known the Saviour are robbed of their virtue by this lie. The Blood, the Word, the love of God, the Advocate; none can help when things are "unpardonable." And so the delusion works. It is worth the Devil's while to allow and even inspire an extolling of the Lord Jesus if he can secure the ground for such a fatal blow at Him by undermining faith in every one of His virtues by a lie and deception. (Comp. Acts 16:16,17.)

    

    This is the state of not a few dear children of God today and it is one of the most difficult and exhausting tasks which the Lord's servants have presented to them. Indeed, the enemy loves nothing better than to get the laugh at the servants of God by presenting them with these "cases." The chief weapon against him has been paralysed by unbelief, namely, the Precious Blood. But it is not only in those concerned directly that the enemy gains his advantage, but because of such things abounding, many of the Lord's people repudiate the whole matter and adopt the attitude that in any case or in any way the "laying on of hands" is essentially dangerous. Thus a blow is struck at truth because it has been taken out of its right sphere and thereby exposed to false influences. While the manifest results in wonderful ecstasies and psychic-physical manifestations prevail there is a great vogue and a reputed "great Divine movement."

    

    Let it be understood that we are not saying that everything associated with the laying on of hands is invariably false, but we are pointing out the basis of the dangerous. The normal level of spiritual life has become so low that there is a reaction towards the abnormal which is fraught with very many and great perils.

    

    The Lord would have the life of His people to be a continuous miracle and wonder. The true life in Christ is this, and therefore, abnormality may be rather a mark of disorder than of the true work of the Spirit. It is significant and instructive to note how when an organ is removed from its place and connecting tissue and submitted to stimulants, from without it develops in an extraordinary way. Experiments carried out by surgeons have shown that if a portion of any organ of the body - say a piece of a kidney - be removed from its connective tissue and placed in a test tube with a nutrient medium it will immediately commence growing. While in the body its growth was regulated because it was under supervision and thus kept within limitations, when thus started on its own, however, and unchecked by the restraining hand of a central control, it at once begins to increase in size. As it grows, however, it changes its specific nature, becoming quite featureless, so that it is kidney no longer!

    

    The maintenance of specific nature and function depends absolutely on continuance in corporate fellowship. Dr. J. A. Murray, of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund has pointed out that the individual cells of the various tissues are not independent, self-contained units, each going its own way. They are subject to a general controlling influence, the nature of which is still obscure, which limits their rate and amount of growth, so that a uniform proportion is maintained between the different organs and parts of the body. In cancer the controlling power is wanting, so that something abnormal and unbalanced results. It is something like that which ensues when any part of truth is taken out of connection with all the rest and made the subject of particular and unproportioned attention, having stimuli focussed upon it from without. It develops abnormally, but loses its real feature and becomes something in itself. The same thing applies to movements and departments or sections of Christian work. As in the Body of Christ all the rest of the members are necessary to give the true value and feature to each one, so each part of the "One Faith" needs all the rest and the central controlling power of the Holy Spirit. This leads us, then, to seek to see:


    
      The Place of the Laying on of Hands in Relation to all the rest of Truth.

    


  


  
    Chapter 2 - Christ the Focal Point

  


  
    "...the rudiments of the first (beginning) principles of the oracles of God"

    

    "Let us cease to speak of the first principles of Christ, (Greek reads: The word of the beginning of Christ) not laying again a foundation of the laying on of hands." Hebrews 5:12; 6:1,2.

    

    Having, in the first place, brought together the Scriptures of both Testaments which relate to this subject, and made one or two general remarks as to possible wrong applications of the truth, we now proceed to do that which we saw to be necessary in the case of every aspect of doctrine, that is, set it in relation to all the rest of truth.

    

    If the Holy Spirit calls this a "first principle of Christ," and a part of the "foundation" (the regular idiom for laying the foundation of a building is used here) then something foundational is missing if this is left out, and weakness in proportion must be at the base. Moreover, the other principles must relatively be weakened, and the symmetry be upset if the Lord says so many are required and we reduce the number.

    

    These "principles" are said to be "of Christ" (objective genitive: about Christ). The context shows that these things are the initial basic principles of the believer's life. While true that they belong to spiritual babyhood, they do belong thereto, and maturity cannot be reached unless the foundations are according to Divine prescription. The superstructure will always have a basic weakness in such a case, and it is always a difficult thing to put foundational weaknesses right when the building is well-advanced, although it is done, even in the case of a long-standing Christian life, with much history behind it.

    


    
      Christ - The Focal Point of all Truth

    


    The little, yet all-important, objective genitive which we have noticed - "about Christ" - gives us the focal point of all truth, and immediately corelates the particular matter before us. Christ is the Centre of everything, and He is the key to and explanation of everything.

    

    There are three main aspects of the Person and work of Christ brought into view by the Scriptures; they are:

    


    
      Substitute, Representative, Head

    


    While, in the work of His Cross (1) and (2) may, and do, overlap in measure (that is, He not only died for us, but as us) these three relate respectively to His death, His resurrection, and His exaltation. He is substitute in death. He is representative in resurrection and ascension, and He is Head in Exaltation.

    

    One sees Him "made a curse for us" and rejected. The second sees Him made a blessing for us, and accepted. The third sees Him filled with all the fulness of God for us.

    

    Death is rejection. Resurrection is acceptance. Exaltation is fulness. There are always two sides even to the sacrifice, the altar, the cross; the death-side and the life-side; the rejection side and the acceptance side; the consuming from the presence of the Lord, and the consuming unto the Lord.

    

    It will be seen that this embodies a very great deal of the content of the Word of God, and may lead to a fresh study thereof, but it brings us to what is specifically before us.

    

    In our former survey of the Scriptures we saw that, in the main, the laying on of hands in the Old Testament was connected with the substitute in relation to salvation; with blessing in relation to life and enrichment from the Lord; and with anointing in relation to ministry and responsibility. In all these connections there was a laying on of hands which carried with it either an acting as on behalf of the Lord man-ward, or on behalf of man God-ward, and in some instances both combined. In any case and whatever the object in view, the act was one of identification. By the outstretching of the hands a practical declaration was made that those who so acted and those touched were one. Thus, without any further delay, we can say with confidence that the laying on of hands all inclusively brings into view:

    


    
      The Oneness of Christ

    


    This oneness is shown to be in three connections: firstly, His Person; secondly, His finished work; and thirdly, His position and continued activity.

    

    1. As to His Person, this comes out in a special way in His incarnation. But looking back to the two-sided feature of things and persons in representation in the Old Testament, we see that God and man came together in one object.

    

    There is a sense in which the main matter of all the Scriptures is that of God's fellowship with man, and man's fellowship with God. This relationship is taken back into the "before-times eternal" in the thought and intention of God. It is a phase of the "mystery hid from ages and generations," but is now made known unto His saints (Col. 1:27).

    

    But it is not just the bare fact of fellowship, it is the nature and method of that fellowship. In the full light of revelation it is seen to be, not objective, but subjective; not outward, but inward. It is God and man joined in one life and one nature. It is here, of course, that all the errors and heresies have found their entrance. This truth has been recognised, but it has had constructed upon it philosophies and interpretations which, because Christ has not been apprehended, have led their inventors, exponents, and adherents into the deepest deceptions. The cause of this error and lie - which becomes so refined as to be - in principle - accepted even in what would seek to pass as thorough-going New Testament evangelism (we are referring to the idea of "the divine in man") is the failure or refusal to accept the absoluteness and utterness of the "Fall," and its consequences. The one all-inclusive issue of the "Fall" is the impossibility of that man - the fallen man, man by nature - to be united or reunited with God, or for God to be united with him. That man has passed away for God, and has died. There must be a new man, according to God's thought and heart and will.

    

    This New Man is Christ. He is truly man, with a humanity as real and complete as ever God meant humanity to be. But He is also God; as utterly God as Very God. These two facts meet in His Person and are interwoven beyond man's power to dissect. The gold of His Sonship is interwoven with the white linen of His perfect humanity and is one with the fabric. This is not so with even the "born anew" believer. Here again other mistaken systems of teaching have found their entrance in relation to regeneration and sanctification. Christ is the link of God and man. God is in Christ, and Christ is in God. Union with God is only possible IN CHRIST, and as Christ in the Person of the Holy Spirit is in us. "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

    

    But this postulates the setting aside of one man who "cannot" (1 Cor. 2:14) for the Man who can. "If any man be IN CHRIST there is a new creation" (not, "he is a new creature") (2 Cor. 5:17). The new creation is what is in Christ, and what Christ is. Our fellowship with the Father is in His Son, our Lord Jesus. The Father's fellowship with us is in Him also. Everything in the types and symbols of Christ in the Old Testament declares this basic truth.

    

    In the New Testament we find that the primary thing unto any relationship of life with God is to recognise Who Christ is. The work of Christ in His Cross was not the first thing for men's salvation, but it was WHO it was that did that work. Paul's conversion was not based in the first place upon what Christ had done, but who Jesus was; the other immediately followed, and broke his heart. The first thing that Paul preached was not His work, but that He was the Son of God - His Person. One of the last prayers of Paul on record was that believers might be granted "a Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the KNOWLEDGE OF HIM." (Ephes. 1:17.)

    

    The revelation of this reality of the Person of Christ, if it stood alone, might not lead to salvation; that is, if it were an objective thing only. There was something gravely lacking in Peter's life even after the revelation from the Father concerning the Son, as recorded in Matthew 16. If Paul had stayed only with the objective side of his experience on the Damascus Road things would not have worked out to his salvation. But the subjective is bound up with the objective. Peter was destined to have the counterpart, and Paul says that "It pleased God to reveal His Son IN ME." That inner revelation is undoubtedly of "Christ crucified," and embraces the work as well as the Person.

    

    What we have sought to emphasise thus far is the oneness of the Person of Christ. This is a far-reaching, and, as we have said, an all-embracing truth which will touch things at every point as we go on. God has come to us in Him; has joined Himself with man in Him - and only in Him. We have come to God in Him; and have our relationship and fellowship with God in Him; and not otherwise.

    

    Salvation is not "deciding for Christ," it is seeing and receiving the Son of God.

    

    2. Now, inasmuch as the Person gives the value and meaning to the work, and the work cannot be of value only in the light of Who it was that accomplished it, we must go on to speak of the oneness of Christ's finished work.

    

    While this work will always have its individual aspect, and all the saved will with Paul glory in that "He loved ME, and gave Himself for ME," a contemplation of the Scriptures on the subject will very soon convince that in the mind of God and of Christ the whole work of Christ was a collective and corporate thing. It relates to humanity as a human family, and not to individual members thereof merely. The race is in view, and the race is always regarded as an organism, related in a single life and nature.

    

    "He made of one (blood) every nation of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth." (Acts 17:20.)

    

    The sixth chapter of the Letter to the Romans is a summary of what has preceded it in which the whole range of the race - both Jew and Gentile - has been searched and swept in quest of inherent righteousness and it has not been found. Hence the race in its entirety is under condemnation and sentence of death. Then Christ is brought in and accepts the position of racial representative, and although Himself wholly and inherently righteous (which means that He is not involved in man's estate by what He Himself is, and therefore He can be a VOLUNTARY representative as one apart) He submits to being "made sin in our stead, he who knew no sin." Thus, when Christ died, from God's point of view, the sentence of death upon the entire race was executed, and the race died in Him.

    

    When God raised Him from among THE DEAD (for it was not possible that an inherently holy one should see corruption) it was still in a representative capacity, that is, as Head of a new creation, a new race, and of the Church which is His Body. This resurrection representativeness is collective and corporate, and, while all of its members will have to come into it on a personal apprehension, appreciation, and appropriation of His work, it is already regarded from the Divine standpoint as complete and a whole. God is working backward, not forward. That is, in sovereignty He has reached His complete end in foreknowledge, and is working from completeness not to completeness in the matter of the number of the elect.

    

    Now this matter of the original nature of Christ's work and its result is the key to the whole subject which we have before us. Of that resurrection organism He is Head, and His headship embraces various aspects of our relationship to Him and to that organic spiritual entity or Body.

    


    
      Four Connections of the Laying on of Hands

    


    In bringing the Scriptures of both Testaments together we have seen that - in the main - the laying on of hands is in four connections, but we must clearly and strongly keep in mind that headship is that which governs them all. The four connections are:

    

    1. Identification with the representative Head as Substitute and Saviour through judgment and death.

    2. Identification with the Head as inclusive of a new race and organism.

    3. Identification with the Head as anointed for blessing and gifts.

    4. Identification with the Head in relation to service and ministry.

    

    Number one includes the death side and the life side of union with Christ.

    

    Number two brings in the corporate nature of union with Him and of the member's new life.

    

    Number three has to do with the gift and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

    

    Number four relates to the believer's place and work, in general and particular in the "Body of Christ" or "House of God."

    

    Let us say again that a survey of the Scriptures on the subject will show that the laying on of hands is clearly connected with all these aspects of Christ's Headship. The Headship of Christ is the one correlating, co-ordinating, all-embracing reality, and all truth has to be focussed there.

    

    Before we go on to deal with the laying on of hands in the four-fold connection indicated, we want to come back to our present particular object and point out that the laying on of hands cannot be regarded as some sideline of truth, some mere phase of doctrine, some optional observance, if in the Divine thought it really is connected with four such tremendous matters, for these four cover the whole ground of the believer's life, and if this is one of the "foundation principles" of the doctrine concerning Christ, then they all stand or fall by each other. That is, the general foundation is weak or strong according to the equality of importance given to them.

    

    Whether or not Paul wrote or instigated the Letter to the Hebrews does not come into this discussion at the moment, but at his conversion the first four of the six principles (Hebrews 6:2) were definitely operative. "Repentance from dead works." "Faith toward God." "Baptisms" ("Arise, and be baptised, and wash away thy sins." Acts 22:16). "The Laying on of hands" ("And Ananias, laying his hands upon him, said, brother..." Acts 9:17.)

    

    There is always the peril of recognising a thing as stated in the Scriptures, and then adopting it as it stands and constructing a procedure upon it, making it a part of a creed or practice without having revelation as to God's thought - larger thought - back of the simple form of words. This leads to mere institutions, ordinances, and forms. Everything in the Word of God has got - for its true value and power in life - to come to us by revelation of the Spirit, and when that takes place we are introduced into the universal and eternal which lies behind every Divine thought.

    

    The laying on of hands, with other things, e.g., baptism, the Lord's Table etc., can be just the acceptance of certain bodies of people, and have to do with custom and practice, which others leave out. It is even possible that these things may be regarded by some as having no place or meaning for certain parts of the dispensational arrangement and character of the ages.

    

    We venture to say that all this may be because the eternal and universal thought of God back of everything that comes from Him has been missed, and the things in question have been regarded too much from a local and earthly standpoint, rather than from the heavenly. These things can - and do - mean life and strength where they are spiritually apprehended and observed, but as mere ordinances they may have little uplifting or enduring value. We have known the thing in both realms and we know the difference.

    

    (This chapter ended "To be continued" but was not continued)
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