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EDITORIAL

AS we send out this first issue of this little paper
in this, its forty-sixth year, and break upon one
more stage of the unknown future, I think that I
could do nothing more helpful than to dwell upon
the words of our motto for 1968:

“Ye have not passed this way heretofore” (Joshua

iii. 4).

“He knoweth the way” (Job xxiii. 10).

“Certainly I w1ll be with thee” (Exodus iii. 12).

Isn’t it strange how we gravitate toward the ap-
prehensive aspect of a confrontation? Already I
have found people who, having seen the motto,
immediately exclaim: ‘Hello, what is coming now?
What are we going to have to meet in 19687’ Per-
haps heavy difficulties in the past or present do
create some predisposition to fear or apprehensive-
ness, but such a reaction to the motto is to do two
unfortunate things. First, it is to detach the first
part from the remainder, and so to get out of
balance; and then it is to take the words away from
their great context in the book of Joshua. Balance
and confidence will be restored or established if we
remember that it is equally a part of the truth that,

in all the uncertainties of the future, “He knoweth
the way.” That.is, what is quite hldden.f.cgm.us is
already present_to_the_knowledge and_sight.of the
Lord. ’ﬂEere is nothing that can take Him unawares,
and be an emergency.

Then there is His categorical aﬂirmation:
“Certainly I will be with thee”

This should counter all fear. But when we have
got our poise on these assurances, there is still the
wonderful context. It is the context of a prospect,
not a tragedy. The people had reached the point
where they were about to enter upon all that for
which the Lord had chosen, called, and prepared
them. All His dealings with them were about to
have their purpose realized. There may be battles,
as surely there will be. There may be more lessons
to learn, but there is going to be a mighty victory
placed ni ng—Et urder their feet at fEe very beginning.

Jordan, ‘overflowing its banks’, n to be de-
prived of aH’it"s"?Jower to overwhel ‘Death

will “be-swallgwed up in v1ctory before they pro-
ceed TH(O the future! The Lord’s intention for them
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has already become His realization. “I have,” says  sunshine would be let in if we reversed the order of

the Lord. “You proceed on that.” the words thus:
There is, however, an element of warning or
counsel in the context of the words concerning the The Lord has said—
unknown way. The ark was going ahead, but they “Certainly I will be with thee.”
were to put two thousand cublts of space between ‘I know the way.’
it and themselves. They were to “come not nigh it, “Ye have not passed this way heretofore.”
that they might know the way”. We know Editor.

represented both the %resegce, nature, and pJ.u.pose

.of the Lord. It is, in effect and fact, the Lord Him-
self in char gve thm_g_ $_sovereign govern- In our last issue we informed our readers of the
ment. There was a man later in the HiStofy of the passing to be with the Lord of our long-time fellow-

ark who got too near to it and assumed the re- .worker and fellow in this ministry, our brother,
sponsibility and control; he penshed traglcally and - Mr. C. J. B, Harrison.

] : 3. We have now to report the: Homecall of another
=How:we' pJ:OJect 'ourselve.s':by fear. anxlety ‘mis ‘of those “who -have ‘been 30 valuable help»-m—the" -
taken ‘Tesponsibility “into *what “is God’s govemn--~work," Many of our friends in many- parts of:the -
ment! We shall only lose our way and God’s sup- world have known our sister Lady Ogle. For over
port if we—in our heat—take His-alone place. forty years she has been very closely bound up with
Sometimes our very subjectivity can involve us in  this ministry and has been a “helper of many”. Her
confusion, when we should have our eyes on the prayer ministry has been such a great strength, and
One who has done all for us. We need to contem- she will be one for whom we shall give thanks on
plate those two thousand cubits in the light of the all remembrance. She was called Home on Mon-
letter to the Romans, and remember that—without day, 27th November, in the late evening. After a
careless irresponsibility—He has the initiative; the  short illness and no suffering she opened her eyes,
way and the end are with Him. “I am the Alpha  smiled, and was gone. May the Lord fill the gap
and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” Thatis made by this loss with others who will take up her
really the message of the motto, Perhaps a ray of ministry of prayer in—at least—as strong a way.

WORK IN THE GROANING CREATION (L)

“So also it is written, The first man Adam became a  if he had gone on the straight way in obedience,
living soul. The last Adam became a life-giving would have reached a point where he would have
spirit” (I Corinthians xv. 45). been changed in his constitution and nature from
what the first Adam was as a living soul to what
WE are brought to the consideration of the Lord the last Adam is, but he did not go that straight
Jesus in the redemptive plan of God, and we want way. Now God’s thought is no longer with the first
to begin with Him in heaven, for everything in Adam, but with the last Adam, and in the last
God’s purpose now begins with Christ in heaven. Adam God has already ‘realized His original
It is important to recognize that. It may seem very  thought.
simple, very elementary, and it may even be that It is a tremendously 1mportant and valuable
you say: ‘Surely it commenced with Christ coming thing to recognize that the Lord Jesus in heaven
into the world, with Christ on the Cross!’ No! it now represents the fact that what was in God’s
does not! It commences with Christ in heaven, thought originally, and that for which He created
Christ in glory, Christ exalted to the right hand of Adam probationally and potentially, is an accom-
the Majesty on high. Apart from that the earthly plished and finished thing in the Person of the
life of the Christ lacked the essential dynamic. Lord Jesus, now. That He has got right through to
Everything commences in God’s new creation with  the end of that and it is finished, it is completed; in

Christ in heaven. the Lord Jesus God has a Man. And inasmuch as
We notice this contrast: “The first man Adam  He is the “Firstborn among many brethren”, and
. a living soul. The last Adam ... a life- is the Head of the creation, all His race are in Him

giving spirit.” The first Adam produced after his complete. We turn aside to the thought about the
kind, a race according to his own constitution, and  Body of Christ to get that made clear. Paul speaks
in Adam by nature we are that, a living soul. Adam, of the Body as having many members, and all the

(RS ]
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members, being many, are one Body; so also is the
Christ. The article is there in the Greek. That is,
the Christ is a Body of many members, with Christ
as sovereign Head, so that “the last Adam” is a
collective and inclusive title.

In Christ in heaven God has His Man completed
according to His original thought, and in that Man,
who is the racial Firstborn, He has His race as
represented in perfection, completeness. When we
come into Christ by faith we enter, so far as posi-
tion is concerned, as full a perfection as ever we
shall have, though we remain here for generations.
In Christ we are as perfect as we ever shall be, What
we are in ourselves will mean a process, but, so far
as.our position in Him is concemed we are perfect

MCMStqﬁIh 1% E-g_-_-:t ;_...‘—_':- T w 4 "_\'iiv_i e, C}' ‘g'. )
w-=WhatIs. t]ns Tast; Adam? He 1is. dlﬁerent from the.

‘first Adam-in that-He' is a life-giving Spirit,snot
merely a living soul. Following on the definition in
this fifteenth chapter of I Corinthians we have:

“So also it is written . . . that is not first which
is spiritual, but that which is soulical; then that
which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is of heaven. As is the
earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as
is the heavenly, such as they also that are heav-
enly.”

The seed of Christ is essentially spiritual and
heavenly; that is why everything begins in heaven.
You can no longer know Christ after the flesh. You
can only know Christ after the Spirit now. You can
no longer take hold of Him in the flesh; you can
only take hold of Him in the Spirit now. You can
no longer have fellowship with Him on the earth as
of this earth; you can only have fellowship with
Him now in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus; the
spiritual and the heavenly. And such are they of
this new generation. In their very being they are
spiritual and heavenly. No longer of this world, and
no longer of this natural or soulical order. They are
essentially spiritual.

Before we follow that further we want to note
this other thing: that the second Man was also put
on probation, as was the first. He was put on pro-
bation to be tried and tested on exactly the same
question as was the first Adam, that of obedience;
and to be brought to a certain point of maturity, as
was Adam. The Lord Jesus was put under condi-
tions of testing before heaven, and all heaven was
interested in that testing. All heaven was inter-
ested in the testing of the first Adam, and all
heaven was interested in the testing of the last
Adam. After the first phase of the testing in the
wilderness angels came and ministered. They had
been watching ! In the hour of the deepest of all the

*

testings, in the garden of Gethsemane, an ange
came and ministered. It was before heaven that thi:
testing was going on!

The fact of the testing need not be tarried witk
longer. Two other things remain: the nature of the
testing, and the object, or the issue, of the testing.

The nature of the testing was through three years
of walk under temptation; temptation from with-
out, and certainly not from within. Through those
three years, what was taking place in His life was
not atoning or vicarious, but He was being watched.
observed, under the play of forces upon Him to see
His reaction. He took the place of the sweet-savour
offering during the three years, and His life was 2

.sweet savour unto God. He was offering Himself tc
God;through those: three years,.but not.; as:an .offer-
.ing-for sin,;not.an atoning offering:Heiwas; Ioffering
‘Himself to-God:as a-sweet-savour:offering:for:the

good pleasure of God, for God’s satisfaction, sc
that God could have a Man under continuous tria
and testing before His eye, a Man who would no
in any way develop a flaw, a blemish, a spot, ¢
wrinkle, a stain or any such thing.

The other form of the testing, the probation, wa:
in the passion when He was made sin, and, bein
made sin for us, He who knew no sin, God Himsel.
had to- withdraw, turn His face away, and .dem
Him. Then even under that strain He remainec
faithful and obedient. I have no doubt whateve:
that the cup which He was facing, and over whici
He had His supreme battle in the garden, was the
cup of His Father’s denial. For Him that had to bt
a part of the price, but in the presence of that cur
He fought through to victory: *Not my will, bu
thine . . .” Heaven was so concerned about tha
aspect of the battle that heaven came in to succou
Him when He bad got through in spirit. He was o;
probation, under test. The question was one ¢
‘obedience unto death, yea, the death of the Cross’
and the death of the Cross, in its deepest meaning
was being forsaken of God. He was obedient,

The object and the issue of the testing was per
fecting. He was perfect, but He was made perfec:
He was perfect, and yet He was perfected. Th
Word distinctly tells us that He was *“‘made perfec
through suffering”, and “though he was a Son, ye
learned obedience by the things which he suffered’
While there was no sin in Him, He had to mov
toward a position as representing man which H
could only reach through being tested out as mar
He reached the position that, while He was perfec:
yet He was perfected. He reached a point of finalit
as Man which no man had ever reached before
and when He was perfected through suffering, Go:
had got His Son as in eternal Godhead, but
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trial and probation—at the point
where He intended the first Adam to come. When
He bad got a Mam there He took Himm away from
this world and put Him in heaven. Why? Because
conformity to the image of that Man was not going
to be on the ground of flesh and blood, but it was
going to be @ spirituzl thimg;. Godimg;mng;ttooom—
mence, not where He commenced with Christ, but
where He ended with Christ. Yow and I begin

where God has finished with Christ. That is one of .

the most blessed truths that it is possible for us to
apprehend, if we could apprehend it. Godl does not
start with us where He started with the first Adam.
He mommrences  with us’where' He fiinisheetiwitin the
last-Addam $FHa&1siCFodiis-working on-the basis-of

|RAYANGSTT I HEATEH ithere is:the; imegs: there
is the model, there is"the Yaai@l Man, in whom the
race is already.

The second thing is that He sends forth the Holy
Spirit from heaven. The New Testament phrase is:
“The Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” Wiirene
is thet? Where Christ is, where God’s perfected
Son is. Sent down from Him! What for? As the
Spitit of all that Christ Is in heaven. All that per-
fection that Christ is-1n heaven comes down 1n the
Hely Spifit. We rassive the Holly Spiitt! WiiatHae
we Fessived? We have reeeived 1ato eur inner being
the Spirit ef Christ in heaven.

The first phase of that is our new birth. What is
our new birth? It is the life of God’s last Adam. He
is “a life-giving spirit™. The Holy Ghost is the
Spirit of the life-giving spiritwall last Adam. The
terme sound somewhat techmical, but I am keeping

g to the Seripiure. The Holy Spirit comm as

as what Christ 1s, aﬂdgm e to fhhese who
kelieve en the Lord Jesus. We say that we pass from
death unte life, that we receive the gift of eternal
life in Jesus Christ eur Lexd, that is, we are born
We are bern ef Him. “That whieh is bern of
8§ﬁ‘ i§ tHesh aﬂd that wliuéh is born of the
ﬁ'tt"’ We afe berh Qf Him, the last

e 1§ 2 IIfe-giving spiAt, and in the Fner-

QHf being we are living spirit. That

from abeve. 1f is from abeve, and

@ 1 [ earthly, Bt heayenly. The mate
i ¥b’§g %WS 8F€ ﬁgd § H'i:/gﬁé;/!j

ivgsg\f %W@ﬁ a8 liviRg spirkit made

Lerd J& §u§; aﬂd Beeause that s
BVve if 18
§§§

ere iR this
§8Hi Eé]
‘Sorerhin

ea {8
R the eaith)-
Bre mat wmcsh 1§ @hma and that

gven y §9 @ 28 B thi
w;%ieﬂ this easth
-le
18 utfeﬂy Qiff@f@ﬂ'% frem the

which is heavenly. The development of that, of
course, is the whole history of spiritual growth, but
that is where we begin, and that is the nature of the
new birth.

We have got the perfected humanity of the Lord
Jesus in infant form (if 1 may put it that way) at our
new birth, and spirituil growth is simply the de-
velopment of that in us. It is what the Apostle Paul
speaks of as Christ being “fully formed” in us
(Galatians iv. 19—Gk): “Until Christ be fullét
formed in you.” Christ in what He is is introduced,
as it were, as a babe at our new birth, and the
course-of ‘spiritull experience s the formation of

' Chingsiivwassumngof ildiesss. WHild et bivsreriadgstdotiiae
Church:in completion, 1t has-a personsl neamies

“*Wipedufith

i

and make another creztiion. Godl is ‘doing a much
more magnificent thing than that. Im the midst of
all that He is introducing something and building
up something ‘which is taking ascendency over
that, and your spiritual experience, and mine, is
simply the progressive ascendency of the last Adam
over the first; of the spiridusll over the soulicsl, the
patural; the heavenly over the earthily. That is the
course of our life, 1t is progressive conformity to
the leage of His Son. The Wiord seys: “Bemot €on-
formed to this age, but be ye transformed by the
making anew of yoeur mind” (Remans xdi. 2). 1t is
enly anether way of putting the same thing:

So, in the presence of the first Adam (which,
mark you, in God’s judicial act has been set aside
but not ammihilated—set aside judicizlly and no
longer recognized as standing before Godi, yet re-
maining), as we walk in obedience, the law upon
which God counts for all the realization of His
purpose is the last Adain triuntphimg over the finsst
Adam, taking ascendency in us, baving already
taken full ascendency in heaven in the Person of
the Lord Jesus.

All that means that we are learmimg Christ. The
Apostle saidi: ““Ye did not so learm Christ™” (Ephe-
sians iv. 20). He used that phrase in a specific con-
pection, but it can be used quite generally and
applied in this way, that our business is to ‘so learn
Christ’. Andl it is an education which begins with
A, B, C. 1t is an education which begins in infancy,
and the wisest man after the first Adam does not
know anything more about the last Adaim than a
little child just born into this world. The one who
fmay be most confident and self-reliant in the ﬁmi
Adam has got to learin how to take a first
the last Adam, and very often makes some tunn les
in learning how to take even a first step. On that
hangs all the doctrine of the Episilas: walking
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after the Spirit. That is something new—another
kind of walk. Wee are not natural, but spiritual and
therefore this is somethiing altogetierr different, and
nature (that is, our relationship and our inheritanee
from the first Adam) gives us no help here. You
will look in vain to nature to help you walk after the
Spirit. You may be the wisest after the first Adam,
but that can give you nothing for the second Adam.
You have come into a new realim where it is not
natural knowledge but spiritwesl knowledge, and
*“the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolidhness unto him;
andl he cannot know them . ....” (I Corinthians iii.
14)..What is true nrwalk aml knowledge is true of
every omer thilng®that makes. up life. Is food a:pars
of life?-Well, you'are /careful about your food2The
natural mam knows more of less what suits him and
what he wants. Yes! We have to learn something
new about spiritual food. Youw know that you fiee
food for your new creation; you khow you need
spiritual food; and as you go on you know what
spiritual food is, and you know what Is net spiri-
tual food that assumes to be spiritusll food. You
are discovering by a new :]piritual——shall 1 say?—
instinct, understandiing, discernment, perception
what is food and what is ot food, spititully.

What dioes all this amount to? The food, and the
knowledge, the understanding, the strength, the
walk, are not abstractions, and they are not things
in themselves. TsEY ARE CurisT! He is the food;
Hee is made unto us wisdom. The whole business of
the life of the child of God is to learm how to live
on Christ, how to make Christ their life at every
point, for God has made Him to be all, and
summed up everything in Hiunm.

Let us focus on one thing: as to where Adam
failed and where Christ triumphedl. It was on the
question of obedience. Adam did not reach God’s
appointed end because he failed in obedience.
Christ did reach God’s appointed end representa-
tively, because of obedience. Now what is righte-
ousness? Righteousness is the all-inclusive virtue.
If you go through the Word of God you will fiind
that everything is gathered up into that word
“righteousness”. Whatever may be the forms of
sim, all of them are gathered into that—righteous-
ness or unrighteousness. Is it theft? It is uarighte-
ousness! Is it idolatry? It is umrigineousness!
Whatever it is, that is the word which expresses it.
It is not so much the thing in itself, it is what it
means of umrighteousness before Godl. Righteous-
ness is “the foundation of his throne" (Psalm xaxiii.
2), which means that all His government is upon a
basis of mighteousmess. All God's governmental

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1968

activities are upon a basis of righteousness. All is
summed up into one question of righteousness and
unrighteousness. The ultimate issue for man’s judg-
ment or man’s salvation is the issue of righteous-
ness.

Come to the Roman letter, and you see quiite well
that **justification” is only another word for righte-
ousness—ibeiing made righteous before Godl. The
whole argument there is: *“There is none rigltteass,
no, not one” (Romans iii. 10), and then, out of that,
comes all that is said about justification. i
tion Is simply to find that righteousness, to produce
that mighteousiesss, to brimg to a position of righite-
ousness.

“Wiliwtt-3s -unrighteousness? . Disobedience! ‘What

is:righteousness? Obedience!' How:did: Ghristjpm?:
vide* Gatl": with' the righteousness .that=Hiehde-

manded? By His obedience, His utter-obedience.

Hwvw did Adam bring this race under condemna-

tion, that is, take it off the basis of righttenissesss,
andi, therefore, of acceptance with God? By dis-

obedience! So that the obediemce of Christ pro-

videsriighteousresss.“Christ Jesus, who was made

unto us . . . mighteousmsss" (I Corimthirars ii . 31)).
How? Because of Hiis perfect obedience.

That obedience of .the Lord Jesus was as Man
for mam. It was representative obedience. His being
in heaven means that there is the virtue of a per-
fected obedience in Him, satisfying God for you
anl for me, and we stand upon a basis of righeous-
ness because of the perfect obediemce of the Lord
Jesus. Then we are brought by the- obedience of
one Man (that is Romans v) into the presence of
Gyt In the Person of the Lord Jesus, to stand
without judgment and without any fear of judg-
fent. No condemnation in Him, the inclusive,
representetive, racial Maim. We come into accept-
anee wih Ged because ef His obedience, but, hav-
mg@beeﬂ put in acceptance with Godl, our business
is to walk in the ebedlence Into which we have been
planted. Hew can we walk in obedience? How are
you and 1 going to kee? on in obedience? The
fatdral man cannot do It! The Adam man has
%ﬁved helpless in this. How are we going to do it?

Spirit of the obedient One is In us, to be the
strength of His obedience to us. “Lord, I cannot of
fRyself be obedient, but You, as having already
triumphed in this matter of obedience, are in me; I
live en Your strength in this matter.’ That is living
by Christ, and that is walking in obediemce by
reason of the Holy Spirit energizing. “Itt is God
whieh worketh””—energizeth is the word—"im you
both to will and to work, for his good pleasure’

(Phillppians ii. 13).

(T be continued)

5
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AT EASE OR AT REST?

The second message by Mr. DeVern Fromke at the conference in Switzerland.

“Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he
hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied
from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into
captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and
his scent is not changed” (Jeremiah xlviii. 11).

I WANT this morning. that we should see the
wrong tendency to be at ease, but the right way to
be at rest. We will, from a bird’s-eye view of the
history .of. Israel,:and.continuing . from.. what. we

were!:saying: *yesterday%seea how ' she: was, always'

wanting to. be-deliveredifrom; but was hardly ready
to be moved unto the purpose of God.

We will begin by seeing Israel after her four
hundred years of captivity in Egypt. God heard her
cry when she began to be tired of the taskmasters
of Egypt, and He delivered her out of Egypt and
across the Red Sea. He brought her out from her
bondage,. or captivity, but, having been brought

out, she then had the privilege of choosing: Would -

she give herself unto the purpose of God?

I think we shall see how even-today there are so
many who in their bondage cry out to the Lord for
deliverance, but are unwilling to go on unto the full
purpose that He has for them.

Israel was content to stop half-way instead of
moving on unto the full purpose of God, but God
seems to say: ‘If ye will not go on unto, 1 have
another captivity for you.” And so they wandered
forty years round and round the wildernzss instead

of moving into the land of Canaan. They did not

want the glorious captivity in the Lord, so there was
imposed upon them a schoolroom captivity. Thus
this whole generation died in the wilderness, except
for two men, Joshua and Caleb, but God, in His
mercy, heard the new generation and deliversd
them out of the wilderness-wandering into the land
of Canaan. He delivers them out from the captivity
of the wilderness, and now He waits for them to
move unto a full possessing of the land of Canaan
—but you know the story so well. While they pos-
sessed and conquered some of Canaan, pretty soon
they settled down just to enjoy it for themselves.
They were not primarily God-conscious, purpose-
conscious, or fulfilment-conscious, but only deliver-
ance-conscious.

So once again there is a captivity imposed upon
them: the captivity of the nations of Canaan. God
had said to them: “Make no league with the in-
habitants of this land” (Judges ii. 2), but they did

not obey Him. They were fearful of the people of
Canaan, and so became captive to them.

What does all this teach us? When we are first
saved we are delivered out of the world. It is so
wonderful to have a release from our old habits
and our old way of life, but there are so many
young believers who do not realize that God wants
to teach them how to live by His life. They must
learn how to live by the bread from heaven and the
water that He.supplies, but they still have-an appe-

tite for the:things of Egypt,-and there-are:those;who ...
murmur and:complain for the:;onions,:the: leeks,:the - -

garlic! You would think that they would enjoy the
manna from heaven, but God has to apply the tree
to change our appetites. He says: ‘If you will not
move unto and live by My life, you will know the
captivity of the fleshly life.

And then there are those who do move into
Canaan, as it were, but somehow they make en-
tanglements with the men around them; and we
read of the darkest hour in Israel’s history during
the period of the Judges. They cried out to the
Lord, and with each new judge that He raised up
there was a bit of revival, but 1 believe that-this
would teach us that mere reviving is not the real
answer. God must awaken His people to be alive
to His larger purpose, not merely awakenings and
revivings for themselves.

In due time the people of Israel cry out, and
God gives them the prophet Samuel. Then, after a
short period of King Saul, King David unifies the
people into a nation. Finally King Solomon builds
the House of Prayer for all nations, and it seems
that for the first time God is maybe getting some-
thing out of His people Isracl. And yet, once again,
they begin to settle down merely to using all the
good things for themselves. They had been in the
land four hundred and ninety years, and this repre-
sents seventy sabbaths, when the land was to rest,
and so the Lord tells them that they will be car-
ried into Babylonian captivity for seventy years. He
would take them away and enforce a sabbath rest
for every sabbath year that they had failed to let
the land be idle. Let us go back and see once again
what this means.

Taken first out of the world, then delivered from
the fleshly life of wrong appetites, then set free
from the entanglements and the fears of men, this
is the people that should have a ministry unto God
and unto the world around, but they began to enjoy
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God’s blessing and the temple just for themselves
instead of letting them be a means for the blessing
of the world. My gift, in my ministry, must never be
merely for my blessing, but for the blessing of
others.

And so we see the northern armies of Syria
coming in and taking Israel into the Babylonian
capitivity. I wonder if now we have a fuller appre-
ciation of Psalm cxxxvii? I see so many of the
Lord’s people in this kind of captivity. Instead of
joy there is defeat, and the only testimony they have

is: ‘We remember a better day!’ But hear me! We

today should know ‘the joy and the overflow of the
life- from within. Let us read about these pcOple in
Psalm cxxxvii = “'Wh-cf"l' S LAY T s G
“By! the’ r:vers*oF Babylon, rhere we' sat” down.
yvea,we-wept>when'tweé remembered -Zion:iWe
hanged our harps upon the willows in the mtdst
thereof.

Now nohce how the people round about are
turning to them and saying: ‘Why do you not sing
us one of your blessed songs of Zion? We remem-
ber that you are the songbirds.’ I notice in my
country how many people of the world like to slip
in and hear the Christians sing!

“For there they that carried us away captive re-
guired of us a song; and they that wasted us re-
quired of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs
of Zion.”

All the people around us are looking for some-
thing of reality in us. If not in words, at least in
some way they are saying: ‘Lift us with one of your
songs of Zion’, but all these people can say is:

“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land ?”

I know I am in a strange land here, but I have a
song, for this is a different kind of strange land—I
am here with my brothers and sisters! But-I wonder
if we catch the real significance here: these are the
people who had a ministry, but they lost the min-
istry they had. You see, the very issue is this: We
are called all along the way to give, to be poured
out. ‘Death worketh in us’, and this brings life unto
others.

And so we see that there are three different
planes. Up above there is a glorious captivity in the
Lord. If we do not want that, then the Lord says:
‘Well, I have another one for you’, but there are so
many of the Lord’s people who want to stop half-
way. They do not want to be a love-captive, nor to
be a bondage-captive, but they just want to be free.
But I must remind you that this half-way plane is
only a passing-zone; it is not a stopping-place. You
think you can stop here, but God says: ‘1 enrol you
in My school-room’. Israel turned the wilderness

into a schoolroom, and the captivity of the nations
into another schoolroom. Even the Babylonian
captivity was turned into a schoolroom.

So we read that in due time, after seventy years of
captivity in Babylon, the Lord stirred the spirit of
Cyrus, King of Persia, and the people go back to
their land. They rebuild the temple, restore the
wall—and settle down to enjoy it all for themselves
again! Well, we have another Psalm—cxxvi—
which tells us about the turning of their captivity:

“When the Lord turned again the captivity of
Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with
singing: then said they among the hearhen, The
Lord hath done great things for them.” :

1 Do you know.who it is that knows: when vou are

set free? ‘The neighbours begm to say:* ‘Somethmg
has happened to brother . . .!" Even your wife
says: ‘He has a song again!’ You see, the heathen
had a sense of what Israel ought to be. They may be
glad that you are in captivity, but they know in-
wardly what is right, and so they say: “The Lord
hath done great things for them.” And then the
Israelites reply:

“Yes, the Lord hath done great things for us:
whereof we are glad.”

Now, God wants to turn one captivity to another,
for we are not made to be free in ourselves. Many
years ago Dr. Matheson wrote these words:

“Make me a captive, Lord,
And then 1 shall be free!”

And so we read in the next verse: _

“Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams
in the south.”

He who expects to have a real, poured-out min-
istry must know the broken ‘streams of the south’.
In our country we say that the South is way down
deep, and the North is up, so it is way down deep
within that the ‘streams of the south’ must be
broken up.

“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”

Let me illustrate that. Many years ago, when my
grandfather came from Sweden to America, he
homesteaded out in the bleak prairies of the Dako-
tas. One spring they had so little food for the family
that when it came time to plant the potatoes in the
ground, my grandfather said he felt that each
potato he put in was being taken out of the mouths
of the little children. It was almost like weeping and
watenng each one, but that was the only way to
have a joyous harvest. Beloved, there is no easy
way to bring life to others. “They that sow in tears
shall reap in joy.”
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“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre-
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoic-
ing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

That may perhaps be true of our ministry, but
look at my lovely Lord who comes with all of His
sheaves!

So it is hard to say how much Israel did move
unto the full purpose of God. The temple was built,
and the nations round about looked upon the glory
of Israel. You remember that the Queen of Sheba
had heard about the glory of a people who had
sanctified the Lord God in their midst, and when
she came and beheld it all she said: ‘Oh! The hali
has not .been 'told !’ Israel had her wonderfu] min-
1stry of represeutmg, oi;bemg a.testimony. to; what ..

.a‘peopleZcould: befwh'd};hm livifigsunto- God FJand:T":

have-oftert’ wond_e__rgt_ir‘whatvshef-could have‘moved. :
wholly in the way of the Lord. But we remember
bow, after Solomon, the kingdom was divided
under Jeroboam and Rehoboam, and, weakened
from within, Israel was overcome by the Baby-
lonians. The enemy’s way is always to weaken us
first from within, and where there is no real life
within we are subject to all the diseases from out-
side.

Israel comes back from the Babyloman ca ptmty,
rebuilds and restores, and in due time the Lord
Jesus comes to offer Himself to them as their King;
but they could not recognize the One they had
cried for for so long. However orthodox they were
in their interpretations, they did not have the
spiritual eye to see, and so we find them today
dispversed throughout the world. But we have a
promise in Deuteronomy xxx. 3: “Then the Lord
thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compas-
sion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from
all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath
scattered thee.” This does not mean that they will
merely be brought back from captivity, but they
will be turned again to another captivity—the one
up above.

There is the background. Do you not see that the
tendency of man is to get delivered from, and then
to settle down at ease? People who move from one
excerience to another experience, or from one
lovely doctrine to another doctrine, are so prone to
settle down at ease. Do you not see that if Israel
had moved up to the upper plane God could have
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taken them on into all that they needed to see?
Jesus had said: “I am the Life; I am the Way;
and I am the Truth.” I do not know how to explain
what I see of entering into this captivity by which
He becomes my life, my whole way and the very
reality of everything, but are you not glad that God
is very sovereign? He gets His way in spite of us.

Is there someone here who wonders why their
spiritual life has come to a stalemate? Even when
you read God’s Word it does not seem to speak to
you as it once did, and in praying God seems so
very far away. If God would bring you out from
some captivity, would you say with your whole
heart:: ‘Lord, T choose to see and move unto-your
fullest purpose’?:1 believe I have.learned:by.sad

expenence that;: while: the~lower*planerseems:to~be_-.__;

- the‘asier'way; the-upper plane is the:way. L:believe - -
‘I can see that in my earlier life ‘there was sich a
period of wilderness-wandering when God was
changing the appetites, and then a period when I
was so prone to be yoked with men for rest and
security, and I got all mixed up in the denomina-
tions. You forgive me—but there are many kinds of
nations with which. we become entingled! But
IC_]i:ic;g’s highway is the way of identification with

In closing, listen again to what God says in
Jeremiah xlviii. 11: “Moab hath been at ease from
his youth, and he hath settled on his lees.” So many
of God’s children wonder why God takes them
through the crucibles of life, but with all the Moab-
ites they live on at ease. If you are a Moabite, all
right, but if you are one of God’s own, He stirs you
up to keep you from settling down at ease. Oh, how
many times I have groaned in being poured from
vessel to vessel! It seems that God says to Moab
that he has not gone into captivity, but he is not
really free. There is a much worse captivity! There
are people who say they are captives of the Lord,
but when I live close to them, I see that their tastes
have not been changed. You see, if we are captive
to the Lord we smell of His fragrance, but if we are
in this imposed captivity, we smell of the flesh, we
have the odour of entanglements, and we are those
who are defeated, without a real ministry unto the
Lord.

Finally, we are either deliverance-centred (or sal-
vation-centred), or we become purpose-conscious.

DeV. F.
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“THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER,
AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER”

1. WHAT IS THE KINGDOM?

“Verily I say unto you, There be some of them that
stand here, which shall in no wise taste of death,
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom”
(Matthew xvi. 28).

“To whom he also shewed himself alive after his
passion by many proofs, appearing unto them by
the space of forty days, and speaking the things
concerning the kingdom of God” (Acts 1. 3).

- “But. when:they believed Philip preaching good
tidings-concerningithe +kingdom 'of - God. and..the .

second half of that verse, and I think that the
ministry that the Lord has given me for this week
is based upon that questioned half-verse. T am
going to speak about something in the Bible that
some men say is not in the Bible: “Thine is the
Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.”

WHY SHOULD THOSE WORDS BE RETAINED?
- Before we can go on a.ny further we:must state

e e ———

' name.of Jesu.s*Chnst rhey were bapnzed both men"' why we  believe’ that- that half-verse “ought’ to-be

and women’: (Acts viil. 12).«—=fis =i oyl

“And he entered into the synagogue, and .rpake
boldly for the space of three months, reasoning and
persuading as 1o the things concermng the kingdom
of God” (Acts xix. 8).

“And now, behold, I know that ye all, among
whom I went about preaching the kingdom, shall
see my face no more” (Acts xx. 25).

“And when they had appointed him a day, they
came o him into his lodging In great number; to
whom he expounded the malter, lestifying the
kingdom of God, and persuading them concerning
Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from the
prophets, from morning till evening. And some be-
lieved the things which were spoken, and some dis-
believed” (Acts xxviii. 23-24).

“Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall
have abolished all rule and all authority and power.
For he must reien, till he hath put all his enemies
under his feet” (I Corinthians xv. 23-24).

“After this manner therefore pray ye: QOur
Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come . . . And bring us not
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen” (Matthew vi. 9, 10, 13).

I DO not know what version of the Bible you have
in your hand, but if you have a modern translation
you will find that the second half of Matthew vi, 13
is not there. However, the people who made this
version from which I am reading put a footnote,
which says: “Many authorities, some ancient, add
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.” Now, I am not going to
have any argument with the authorities, but I be-
lieve we have very good reason for retaining the

there:"The whole Bible, especiaily the New Testa--
ment, is built upon those three words: “Thine is
the Kingdom” stands over the whole Bible; “and
the power" stands over the whole Bible; “and the
glory”—all the Bible is gathered into that. The New
Testament is especially true to those three words,
so that half-verse which is questioned is justified by
the whole Bible.

We read that wonderful word in I Corinthians
xv. 23, which looks right on to the end of the Bible.
It says: “Then cometh the end, when he (the Son)
shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father.” The
Kingdom belongs to the Father, and Jesus included
Himself in that prayer: “Our Father, which art in
heaven . . . Thy Kingdom come.” In the end the
Son will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father:
when He has done the work of the Kingdom He
will hand it to its right owner. You will notice that
this is very comvprehensive: “Then cometh the end

. . when he shall have abolished all rule and all
authority -and power.” Those are three very rich
words: all rule, all authority, and all power, You
cannot get outside of that! That comprehends
every form of opposition to the will of God, and it
says that all that opposition will at last be sub-
jected and subdued. In a minute we are going to ask
the question: ‘What is the Kingdom?’, but here we
begin with this very comprehensive thing: “Our
Father, which art in heaven . Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven so on earth

. For thine is the kingdom.” The Kingdom is
that which is above all other rule and authority and
power that is against the will of God. I Corinthians
xv. 23 says: “Then cometh the end.” The end of
what? Everything that is opposed to the will of
God. That little word: “Thy will” is a tremendous
word! It reaches out to the uttermost bounds of
everything opposed to the will of God.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Now the Lord Jesus knew what He was talking
about. I expect you have used those words many,
many times, for they are called ‘The Lord’s Prayer’,
Winether that is the right title or not we will not
discuss, but it came out of a vast spiritusll know-
Jedige; and this is one of the things, dear friends,
that we must recognize in order to get an enlarged

understamdiing): that in every small feag-
meent that came through the lips of the Lord Jesus
there was a whole universe of meaning. When we
use these wordis: *“Thy will be done”, how little we
wndierstand of what we are sayiig)!

THE . BATTLE: FOR :;THE KINGDOM. OE. THIS

Let ' lis see somethiing of? the: ramgge ofifthhnionee
apgmen T Hiytwyill e honiehe'”.

From before the foundation of this world, and
ill through the ages, there has been an immense

sosmic conflict, and that conflict always had one
sue: ‘Who shall have the kingdom of this uni-
werse?” There was the Ome to witorm the kingdon
kelonged, and it belonged to Him for ever and ever;
ind ' there was the other one who aspired to
Ingve possession of that kingdem, and whose siitil-
tion was to be the “god”, the “prinece” of this world.
“\nd §6, at some peint, this great eonfliet eem-
maneed, this great eesmie eontliet for the eeqtrsl
this universe. Omce again we go back to I Cor-
wndians xv: ‘He must reign till He has put diown
ill rulle, and authority, and power'—and that is
Mizatidsgoingoonmoory aaddweease cnvedveddinnt Hadt
sonflict. That will explain a very great deal!

We have a kind of microcosm of this whole con-
fict. In our arramgement of the Bible it iis contained
in twenty-eight chapters. It is only a little pamph-
let, called ““The Book of the Acts of the Apostles™,
but the Apostles never gave it that name! I would
ke to knew what they weuld have called it. I know
winet 1 weuld call it, but that title is far toe big and
& too difficult: “A Microcosm of the Confiict of
dl the A es.”’ We thifik that the Beek ef the Acts
5 just a Ristory ef apestolie times. Well, it is that,
but Hl it is the stery ef the eenfliet of the
this little beelk heaven and hell are in deadly e@ﬂ-
iict, and the esnflict eoneerns the kingdem: 1t is
éefy impressive that this beek besiswitht
o At HRESYHE Y Il%@ﬁ@%ﬁﬂ@g
Wt Jess, after He was Fisen, appeared Whte HIs
liseiles “by the seaee of forty days, and §aeat@mg
e things eeneerning the kingdem ef Ges
ind 1R ehapter xxvii. 31, the end of the besk
Kkws Were erewding inte the little ﬁlﬁaﬂﬁi‘@ﬁt Qf
\prstle Paul and he was “preashing the lﬂg@l@fﬁ

10

of God"'. These three words stand wonderfully over
this little book! The Apostles and all the workers
in that book were fightingptine battle of tine ki
They never attived at any place in the world that
then was but that ihis battle commenced, The}l
went everywhere ‘presching the kingdom of Ged’,
and their arfival in every place was always antiei:
pated by the rival to the kingdem of Gedl. They
were working eut tils liklle fieaermant: “THiRe 6 dhe
kingdem.” 1t was net just a little bit ef Fitual, oF a
formal praye: it was the battleground ef the
uhiverse.

Now where in the New Testament did this real
battle begin?.1it rezllly began almost inumediately
afteritieeALondliJesus - had- said . to - His-diizijiéasn

Mbémmmﬁdhmntﬂhmmwlhm whitthsinslBV -ip

in-noVAwiise:taste-of demtih;till they- see- tine"Sufvol*
man coming in his kingdom,” though perhaps 1
ought to say that it entered upon a more intensive
phase from that time. There ought to be no chapter
division between Matthew Xxvi and xvli, for after
that verse it goes immediately on to say: “And
after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and
James, and John his brether, and bringeth them up
inte a hish meuntain apaitt: ahd he was trans-
figinree Heghaee tHeam”' NV t Hagkcagget Ko

and teachers whe thiﬂlé that me Mﬂ%ﬁgufaﬂeﬁ
was the fulfilment ef ais: Sen 6

R his i@ﬂgd@fﬂ” But that is enl Balf

Ran eermi
jéeeﬁgu% \A%i@w the Hi’@é‘ﬁiﬂg ef Hie Trahs guffha-
Gospel oF ihe K% d i

§%’§§§B§18 f 91 8 li% :

B

Now link together two little words. *“Tell the
vision to no man il . . .” Then He said: “Tarry
ye in the city (Jenusslian) until ye be clothed with
power from on high™ (Luke xxiv. 49), and wumdil ‘ye
receive the promise of the Father’ (Acts i. 4). That
little word ‘untill’ links two things together. “Until
the Son of nian be risen™—that involves the Cross.
‘Until ye receive the promise of the Faither”—that
involves Pentecost. The Cross and Pentecost intro-
duce the Kingdioum. Before the Cross it was: ‘Tell
no mam!* After the Cross and Pentecost they went

everywhere preaching the kingdom.
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We are answering the question: ‘What is the
Kingdom?’ I hope I am not tiring you. I am only
laying a foundation, and in a few minutes I will be

saying something which I think will be helpful, but

we must be clear as to what the Kingdom is.

First of all, the Kingdom is not a realm, but the
personal rule of a Person. It is the dominion of a
Person, that which belongs to that Person. You see,
you must be very clear about that, because the
whole conflict centres in the question of to whom
the Kingdom belongs. The Kingdom is the sove-
reign government of God over all. It is the will of

God deciding everything eventually. Only in a -
secondary way is the Kingdom a sphere, or a realm,
~and jt is the realm. -in which God’s will is. abso- -

‘Jutely sovereign i +2"Thy will be done, as in heaven, .
“so on earth.” God:is absolutely sovereign in heaven, %
and there no one ever challenges His will. Angels
and archangels bow in adoration and submission
to the will of God in heaven, and if the Kingdom
-becomes a realm, it is only the realm in which it is
like that.

You will be able to tell from that whether you are
in the Kingdom. It is so easy to talk about the
Kingdom, and to say “Thy kingdom come”, and
“Thine is the kingdom”, but the fiercest battle that
ever raged in the history of this world rages over
that Kingdom.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN

Perbaps some of you are not quite sure of the
difference between the Kingdom of God and the
Kingdom of heaven. I have often been asked that
question. Well, T think the answer is quite simple.
If you look in the Gospel by Matthew, and remem-
ber that that Gospel was written for Hebrews, the
phrase is usually “The kingdom of heaven”, but if
you look where it was written in Greek you will
find that it is “The kingdom of God”. This is not
always so, because there were always some He-
brews even amongst the Greeks, but it is a general
distinction. To the Jews it was the Kingdom of
heaven. Well, the Jews understood heaven, and the
Greeks did not, but they quite understood deities.
They had ‘gods many’, and ‘god’ was a kind of
comprehensive term for them. So “The Kingdom of
heaven” was all right for Jews, for they understood,
and the Greeks understood “The Kingdom of
God™.

Well, that is only a technicality, and it has not
helped you very much, but it is part of the answer,
at least, to what is the difference between the King-
dom of heaven and the Kingdom of God.

Fin
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THE KINGDOM IN THE HANDS OF THE ENTHRONED
KING

Let us try to come to a close with something
quite helpful. What have we been saying? The
dominion belongs to God: “Thine is the kingdom.”
The securing of that Kingdom for the Father was
committed to the Son, so that the Lord Jesus has
the Kingdom of God vested in Himself, and as He
moved from His Cross He said: “All authority
hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth”
(Matthew xxviii. 18). So after the Cross, in the
Book of the Acts, the Kingdom is in the hands of
the entbroned King, Jesus Christ.

Now your problem arises, and here is something
that is going to test every one of you. It has been my -

'problen:r many times. If Jesus is on.the:throne of.

the-Kingdom; and all authonty is comnntted unto__'ﬁ
' Him, what about thmgs like this? AL

“Are they ministers of Christ? . I more; in
labours more abundantly, in stripes above measure,
in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day have I been in the deep; in journey-
ings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in
perils from my countrymen, in perils from the Gen-
tiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
in labour and travail, in watchings often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings ofen, in cold and nakedness.
Beside those things that are without, there is that
which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the
churches” (Il Corinthians xi. 23-28).

And Jesus is on the throne! I venture to say that
if you were in any one of those things you would
ask the question: Is Jesus really on the throne? If
all authority is in the hands of Jesus, why all this?
And this is not the only list of Paul’s troubles!
Now, Paul, are you quite sure that the Kingdom
belongs to Jesus? When something goes wrong,
some tragedy enters into our life, when some great
sorrow overtakes us, is not our first temptation to
ask the question: Is the Lord really Lord? Please,
Paul, answer my question! And Paul will answer
by saying: ‘This is all the battle of the Kingdom.
Oh, no, things have not gone wrong. They are all
going right, for this all says that the devil does not
like what we are doing. If you will only wait until
the end, you will see.” And it was this Paul who
wrote: “Then cometh the end . . . when he shall
have abolished all rule and all authority and
power.” You see, we just look at the things of the
present, but Paul locked through the present to the
end.

Well, were all these sufferings for nothing? Was



A WITNESS AND Austistiperkss.Net - AWAT Volume 46 - Searchable

Satan lord after all? What are we doing here to-
night? Millions and millions have come this way
and owe their debt to the Lord through this Apostle
Paul. I can see a picture: a great multitude which
po man can number, out of every nation and tribe
and tongue, and the Lord Jesus standing with His
arm around His Apostle Paul and saying: ‘Look,
Paul, do you see this great multitude? Do you re-
member that night when you were shipwrecked, and
that day when they beat you with rods? Paul, this
is all the fruit of that. The Kingdom has come and

your sufferings have brought the Kingdom in.” That
may be a bit of imagination, but I believe there is
a lot of truth in it.

It depends on how we look at things. Do we inter-
pret these adversities as the victory of Satan, or do
we interpret them as the way of the Kingdom and
look through to that day when He shall have sub-
dued all rule and authority?

Well, we have got out into a big realm! How
much more there is in “Thy kingdom come. Thy

”'

will be done™!

(To be continued)
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“FOR; BOYS AND"GIRLS

THE WILL AND THE DEED

TI—IE oboe is a rather unusual reed instrument and
is difficult to play, but little Leon’s father and
mother had very special reasons for wanting him to
learn to play it. Their reason had started because of
the grandfather’s wish, but they had taken up the
idea wholeheartedly and made it their own.

Leon was still very young, but already he had
shown signs of musical instincts. The problem was
how to get him interested enough to go through
with all the discipline and effort which would be
needed if he were to make the grade as a good oboe
player. They felt that he needed the will first if it
were to be followed by the deed.

Leon’s father was himself a gifted musician, in
fact, he conducted the orchestra at the Opera
House. It so happened that many of the operas had
oboe solo parts in them, and it was this that gave
the father his idea. As he thought the matter over,
he decided on a plan which would need his own
orchestra and Leon’s mother to work out. And this
is what it was.

Whenever there was a solo oboe part in the score,
little Leon was taken to hear the opera. His mother
would tell him when the oboe part was about to be
played and get him specially interested in listening
for it. At first he could not foliow it well, but little
by little he came to recognize the clear reed instru-
ment, so that when he was warned to watch for it
he got very excited and was very pleased with him-
self for being able to distinguish it.

As time went on he got better and better, so that
in the end he did not need his mother to tell him to
listen for the oboe but proudly told her as soon as
he heard it. So it was that the months went by with

the constant visits to the opera, not so much to hear
the rest of the music as to listen for the oboe, which
the boy Leon was learning to appreciate and enjoy.
In fact, the instrument was becoming one of the
main interests in his life.

Now, thought his father, the time has come for
the next step. So on a suitable occasion, when oboes
were being mentioned, he asked Leon: “How
would you like to learn to play the oboe?” Like it]
Leon could hardly answer for excitement, There
was nothing he would like more! It had been such
a joy to hear it, so much so that he could not think
of a greater unless it was to play it for himself.

So the lessons began. It was not easy. His longing
to play did not take the place of much hard work
and constant exercise. But somehow work seems
easier when you want to do it. So it was that in due
course Leon not only learned to play the instru-
ment but became a very great oboeist indeed.

Everything became possible once he wanted to
do it, and his father had very wisely worked to get
him to want it before he worked to get him to do it.
So the family plan and pleasure became a fact.

This is a true story, and it is a good one for ex-
plaining the text which says: “For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure” (Philippians ii. 13). Our heavenly Father
has a plan for our lives, just as Leon’s father had
for Leon. And He also begins by arousing in us a
desire to do His pleasure. He works in us “to
will . . ."

That is why we read the Bible if we are Chris-
tians. There we find how the Lord Jesus lived, and
the more we read it the more we shall find ourselves
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identifying Him, appreciating Him, and in the end
longing to be like Him. When God has aroused in
us the will to be like Christ then He is able to work
in us to bring it to pass. When Leon wanted to play
the oboe he had taken the first step towards playing
it. This first step had to be followed by many
others, for it was not enough to “will” it; he had to

“do” it. Too many Christians wish to be like Christ
but do not press on with the lessons in daily life
which will work the likeness into them. Our
heavenly Father is willing to teach us these lessons
and to work out His will in us if we really want
Him to do so.

H. F.

THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE
LORD JESUS CI-IRIST

R mind I Chromcles xm, xvi.
IN tracing the history of the Ark of the Testimony
‘we have been deeply impressed with its foreshadow-
ing of the Testimony of Jesus in the New Testa-
ment. What a varied and instructive history that has
been! In its journey from its formation to its ulti-
mate and final rest in the House of God and glory,
what deep and important lessons it has taught! As
it sets forth the ‘greatness and glory of the Lord
Jesus the way of that Testimony has been seen to
touch the life and history of God’s people at every
point in their pilgrimage. Both as positively for
them when their life was in keeping with it, and as
against them when it was otherwise. That is a first
lesson of which we must take notice in our rela-
tionship with the “Lord of Glory”. The Testimony
of God in Jesus Christ is not just a doctrine, a
system of truth, the fundamentals of the Christian
faith; but a vital relationship with a living Person;
a relationship jealously watched and checked by
God the Holy Spirit Himself. The greatness and
glory of Jesus Christ is something given to the cus-
todianship of the Spirit of God, who has “the seven
eyes” of perfect spiritual intelligence and discern-
ment, and who never eventually overlooks any de-
tails which affect that Testimony, for good or evil.
This is what we have been seeing in these messages
thus far.

In this present message we come to an episode
which contains some of the most vital, solemn, and
instructive lessons for God’s people personally, and
His Church universally and locally. Upon the les-
sons of this incident hang—for our own time—
issues as serious as was the case when it actually
happened. This is indeed a very real example of the
words: “The things which were written aforetime
were written for our learning” (Romans xv. 4).
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et;usy then, come to:the elements of this episode:

“sDavid;after- his- chequered history;=discipline,

troubles, in preparation for his anointed kingship,
has at length been made king after the tragic death
of Saul—man’s choice (note}—and Saul’s sons, in-
cluding that fine man. Jonathan, who was caught
between the two régimes, a victim of divided loyal-
ties. Upon this confirmed anointing of David it is
not long before his thoughts turn to the ark of God,
which still lingered on its way to fulness and finality.
He had the right idea as to what was due to that
sacred figure. His motive was sincere and true. The
question was how to realize the Divine intention:
Let us pause there and look forward to what even-
tuated from the point of that question. We will
return there presently.

There has been a wragedy. Disaster has overtaken
the enterprise and venture. The ark is turned aside.
One man closely associated with the proceedings is
dead, smitten by the hand of God. The people are in
consternation and confusion. David is dismayed
and “angry”. The whole process has been cut short,
and for a long time the atmosphere of frustration
hangs over everything. Arrest. death, abortiomn,
frustration, suspense, disappointment, confusion—
these: are the features which hang over the life of
the people of God. They had, with one accord,
“made David king”, first in Hebron, and then in
Jerusalem. That was a right and excellent thing,
and the portents and potentialities of that were very
great. It was as God meant it, and that was accom-
panied by much Divine favour. Hebron was “Fel-
lowship”. Jerusalem was “His Foundation of
Peace”. But now “the radiant mom has passed
away, and spent too soon her golden store”. Shad-
ows have descended. Disintegration of hearts, and
bewilderment of purpose have overtaken.

David is somewhere, first nursing his grievance
and fretting his spirit; murmuring against the
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Lord's non-co-operation with his good-intentioned
purpose. The spirit of unity and responsibility, as
symbolized by David, is d1sconcerted and para-
lysed. “And the time was long.”

I wonder whether, thus far, we are able to dis-
cern corresponding features in the Church and the
Testimony in our own times. Let us pause, think,
and ask the question !

Now we return to David where we left him before
the tragedy. He is thinking out a scheme, a plan, a
programme, a method, a means, for advancmg the
Testimony. It ought to “get a move on”., Something
must be done to remove “stalemate”, Tt has been
in the house of that man Abinadab too long.’ So, to
action to release the Testimony! ‘Let’s have-a com-
mittee; Let’s confe:.mth ‘some: men of substance,’

how ‘the Philistiné$ retirned the-ark after theyhad
captured it, and- God had so honoured it with
judgments? Why, God was in that. They were quite
respectful and made a perfectly new cart for the ark.
They had common sense-and used their own good
judgment. That’s an idea for our work for God!’
So David instructed the- carpenters and wheel-
wrights to make a new cart such as the Philistines
made. Best wood, well put together, wheels well
oiled, ornate coverings; some well-chosen beasts'to
be the power and volition; and when we get going,
let Ahio go in front, and—in case of difficulty—let
Uzza be nearby to steady things. Yes, man’s idea,
man’s creation, organization, technique; man’s
leadership, man’s custodianship, man’s enthusi-
asm! Very well. Off we go! The shouting and the
singing and the dancing begin. The makebelieve and
artificiality. There is something hollow in it all. But,
isn't it all for God? Isn’t the object and the end that
we have what God wants? Surely that is the guaran-
tee of prosperity and success! Well, was it? And
is it?

All seems to go well for a time and everyone is
enjoying the “New thing”.

But, oh, why are there such things as “threshing
floors™ in the Bible? They have always been such
testing places. They search for reality as against
makebelieve, grain and chaff. They stand for the
ultimate issue, what is of God and what is of man.
At such a place David’s oxen stumbled, the new
cart rocked, the ark was imperilled, and—you know
the rest, for we have told it.
b.lHere we return to David—the spirit of responsi-

ility.

Such a man as David could not remain indefi-
nitely with a controversy with God. God is waiting
for him to come out of his cul-de-sac. So David
begins to run through the Bible which he had

(which had been there all the time) and his eye 1s
directed to:

“And thou shalt put the staves into the rings on
the sides of the ark, to bear the ark withal” (Exodus
xxv. 14).

“And when Aaron and his sons have made an
end of covering the sanctuary, and all the furniture
of the sanctuary, as the camp s to set forward; after
that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but
they shall not touch the sanctuary, lest they die.
These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath

in the tent of meeting” (Numbers iv. 5).

“But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: be-

.cause, the, service of the sanctuary belonged unto
‘them} they bare zt upon thetr shoulders” (Numbers

14

‘T'"havezan’idéa?#*§aidiDavid; “Do-youifermember ‘Asihes looked: 'he. was startle

28 *v,u..._;n-,,
shocked,-amazed
ashamed:"Here was God’s-own’ prescription and
ordination for the transit of the Ark of Testimony!
As David read these Scriptures he must have called
up his knowledge of the history lying behind God’s
unchanging order. The new cart faded from view,
and in its place were some men who, through a most
testing and searching history with God, had quali-
fied for this so sacred ministry.

Although David did not have the prophecies of
Malachi, God’s speaking there (Malachiii. 4 .. .)
was retrospective to Exodus xxxii. 26-29, and
Numbers xxv. 12, 13. God’s covenant with Levi
and his sons, which governed their service, and
gave them responsibility in relation to His Testi-
mony, was because they were proved and approved
men. In New Testament terms they were ‘spiritual’
men, “approved of God, workmen needing not to
be ashamed”. Yes, approved of God, and of His
people. Not chosen, voted for, appointed and given
office by men! Men of spiritual measure, “pillars.
of the church”. In Christianity one of the most
sacred expressions of the Lord’s Testimony is His
Table. “The Table of the Lord” is characterized as
most holy: dangerous—Ilike the ark—to what is not
wholly suitable to it, and most blessed to those
rightly related. Surely it is here that Levitical ser-
vice is to find its true expression. Those who serve
at the Lord’s Table ought to be true “Levites” in
the sense that they have—under extended or inten-
sive trial and proving—shown to the Lord and His
people that they are men of spiritual measure and
quality! With reference to “overseers” Paul said:
“Not a novice.” “Novice” means ‘“‘one newly
planted”. Surely this ought to apply to so sacred a
function as serving at the Lord’s Table! To put an
untried and unproved ‘novice’ into such ministry is
to put him into a false position, and even a danger-
ous one, and also making the church and its elders

vii.. 9)..
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very responsible. Levites may not now be an eccle-
siastical class or a rituzllistic “‘Order”, but the law
of spiritusll approvedness and quality born of ex-
perience surely holds good for every ministry in
the Church!

No, not a “new cart™! Not a man-conceived tech-
nique! Not—with the best of intentions and mo-
tives—man's arramggmemtt! It is possible for mam to
get too close to the Lord’s Testimony with his amwm
hamt), 1ikdecll 123 amddccorssspp ety fnaddbimmssdf fomit
of the living flallress off ttre IDiiwiiree gmirgys aand gour-
pose. He may even be responsible for arvestksdl, nes-
tarded, and confused conditions in the work of
God. To put a hand on something that is of God as
to: purpose is surely-=soorer or.later—to meet God
iy ovalZand Yo forfeit His:*"Willidione™.

~*BftHee vazsausishststctives t hpgs whidbhasissseo
evidently from this episode, not by any means the

"CEEBKUAKX, iyos

least is the solemn government of the Word of God.
David’s disastrous course was due to his overlook-
ing, ignoring, and consequently violating the clear
Word of the Lord. His act—if unintentionally—
implied superiority o the Scriptures. This is always
dangerous! 1t is wultently incumbent upon any
who are in a position of responsibility to famillarize
themselves with God’s Word in relation to any
course of action in which they may be involved.

We have written the above out of very long and
wide experience in the Lord’s work, andl we are sure
that to give serious consideration to the Bible's
teaching in.this episode would be to have the ex-
planation of much tragedy, would be a strong warn-
ing andl’ corrective, andl see~the Lordu"s Testinmomy
freedSooprocted.ir: : el v Rty e
2T etk @att £ David recovered hﬂﬁsetf and lrmm
happier enid:This we shalll see ini our mextt mressngE:

o 3 uf

(To be comtimuset))

“THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM”
8. THE MANY-SIDED RICHES OF GOD'S GRACE IN JESUS CHRIST

“Tie foundetiomss of the wall of the city were “Uniten v whocamlbasstthiont Ab ddesa sif af bitgaisnts,
adomreetiwiikia Hlinanmaresffrpcézio sstesiefReflReve was this grace giveer) tto ppeemdh. . . ... tiecumpamaveh-

lation xxi. 19). ableriitias of ThRsEt (H pipdsiaizsiii 8)8).
The following passages are a commentary on “That he would gramt you, accondingg to the
that verse: riches of his glomy;, thatt ye may be steigghbrsrtd

“Purtinggaanarp y hdvefeferalivividdedns sandradlall withh groveerttirnoaghhhisi S Sipir itni i énvavd rchareh™
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil (Epbhesians iii. 16).
speakingys agnewbbonrbbbbsdohgnfgfohalspispidtual “Or despisssstrHoau Haeriddas b s ggodubse seahd
milk which is withowtt guile, thatt ye may grow forbeaanee and longsuféeimgg,novotkkomeinghghahat
theredtyy umrdosadlastion if ife dvaveatesiethtihahdhe the goodness of God leedintht keedotoepeptaneantsd?"

Lord is gradiows: unio whom coming, a living (Romans ii.4).
stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God' elests,
precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a

“That he migfitt make known the riches of his
glory upon vessels of mercy, which he afore pree-

spiritutel| Hoowseg rd b b by prigsdrdbdoth sffeftey upared unto gloy’ (Rdamaasd xx 233).

spiritual sacrifitess, ke to God Uhiough
Jesus Chiist. Breaaussditiiseonniinasthh Scaiyipteire,

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cormer stone,
elextt, preedoass:

Amtd he that ledléeethtonihkimns/snakhowddpput

to shame.

“O the deptin of the riches battn off tHaewistiolam
and the knowiledge of GodY how umseacthblelarare
his judgements, and his ways past tracimg cutl™
(Romans xi. 3).

Now we have to come back to the firstt passage,
in Revelation xxi. 9: “The foumdt&iummﬁfhhewvdﬂl
of the city were adorned with all manwer aff pre-

{Io;gou ﬂwr&fﬁrmﬂmn n ahbiédienia ik éhprecéioionassess' clous storess”™
ter ii. I~

“In whom we have our redempitontkrongigthihis
mbmmeﬂ r:m mgﬁf%%mamm i ﬂes;;)caawugng THE BOOK OF THE: REVELATION

“Thatt im tirec agge s aocaprachbemighint/einewhe leecex- 1 thimk you know that the order i wihicin we have
ceeding) ictlassaff Hiss ghomeeiin Rinabhasssttowapddusis the books of the New Testament is not the order in
in Christ Jeswss* (Eptresienssiii. 75). which they were writtemn. The chromological order
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would be quite different from the one which we
have in our arramgement. The Book of the Revela-
tien was not the last book of the Bible to be writ-
ten, but there is a Divine order in the arrangement,
aid this is a very real mark of the government of
the Holy Sfirit. When the books were put together
im the way in which we have them, perhaps the men
did not know what they were doing, but the Spirit
of Gud, who inspired the writing, also governed the
atrangement, and everybody recognizes that this
beok of the Revelation is in the right place. It is the
sufhmary and consummation of all that is in the
Bible, and its dominant note is the coming again of
the Lord Jesus. These.words stand over every sec-
tiomof-this . book :#MBehold,.I come quickiy”, and
Lord "Yiasws -winy standis”stijpfeme -over2ttis wholke
book, im alll its sections. He is given various mamess:

The Word of Godl, the Faithful and true Witness,
King of kings and Lord of lords, and other names,
alil of which only occur once, but there is a name
which is repeated again and again, and that name
stands over every section of the book from the

beglninifg to the end, and that name is “The Lamb’.

Jesus as the Lamb of God stands over this whole

book, so that the book is a record of the power, the

authority and the glory of Jesus Christ in His cumss.
1t is His place of supremacy in the Church and in

the nations by virtue of His sufferings.

This book is therefore a presentation of what
Christ is through His Cross, that is, through His
suffering and death, and all that He is through His
suffering and death is here, in this book, repro-
duced in fhe Church. The Church here, as we have
been seeing, is represented in the symbolism of the
city, and that city is the Church embodying all the
mes of what Christ is by His suffering and
I only have to remimd you of those words in the
letter to the Hebrews, chapter xii. 22, 23 ::

“Bizz ye ae come unto moumnt Ziom, @t wnytot e

that Godi is seeking to do in believers now, and the
oal to which He is working, which is a full revela-
om of Christ in the Church at the end. That state-
ment is & very importani staterient for us, for it
means that if Godi has got held ef eur lives, if we
are truly under the government of the Holy Spirit,
HEe is dloin? a work in us threugheut out fllwess amdi
that work is that at the end all that is symbolically
true of the New Jerusalem will be found true m us.

“ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS STONES"

_ Having already considered many aspects of this
city, we have at last come to the wall. We have rezdi
that “the foundations of; mme.wudllsfitheicity- were
adornedwithiul‘imanner : of+ nrecious stones?: so i
thattis -wedl Sided"
God'ygrace:in Jesus Christ.-We did not read all
these precious stones, but if yeu will just pass your
eye over them you will see hew precious they are,

and what a variety, of preciousness is. represented
here: the jasper, the sapphi#s, the ehales Qﬂ){h@t%d
e

so on, and you will petie '
" y ¢ that they finish wi

There was a little Methodist churdhn in the
country in England, and they were having a con-
ference. For lesson an old farmer read this
twenty-first chapter of Revelation, and he came to
the part about tie- precious stones. Everybody saw
his face getting more and more excited, He started
off: “The firsit foundation was jasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, chalcedony . . . and he was
getting more and more excited. *. . . the fourth,
emerald; the fifith . . .. and the sixth . . .. and the
seventh . . . and the elghth . . . and the aiath
... . and the tenth . . , and the eleveath . . .. and
the twelfthhwamsa METHODRIE 1" Wil itilissseanse-
thing to be excited about. If we e8uld puit ourselves
into the description of an ‘amethys? it weuld ia-
deed be something glorieus!

¥e have said that all these stones set forth the
many-sided riches of God’s grace brought to us in

city aff theellininggGedd t ibdibeaardn e desaizateamdandiesus Christ, It is quite impossible for us to compre-

to inmurmerrdidde hosts of angdls, to the ggnrral
assenbblyaad dhhrakchop it b oifisdtbor whb aeda enrn-
rolledl in keooeeny™

Yoou see, the city of the living Godl is the general
assembly of the flirstborm, the Church of the finstt-
born ones whose names are enrolled in heaven, in
other wordis, whose names are in the Lamb's Book
of Life. The letter to the Hebrews corresponds to
the book of the Revelation.

So this book of the Revelation, and especially
these last chapters, sets forth that to which Godiis
working in the Church now. It tells us what it is

16

hend the many aspects of God’s grace, and that is
why we reed all those passages about the riches of
Hiss grace, the riches of His glory, the unsearch-
able riches of Christ, and also why we reed Peter:

“Eer_you therefore which belleve is the presious-
ness’" Butitpeshames wee coan wirtdesshavddt Higsaaliitite
better if we take mote of two things.

THE GRACE OF GOID FORR JACOB

It says here that there were twelve gates to the
city, “and names written thereon, which a-e the

ts; tHeesmanayiSided 2ivhestbf ~z--
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names of the twelve tribes of the childrem of
Israel” (verse 12), and then it says: ““Amdi the wall
of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb™
(verse 14). Now, you Bible students, don’t expect
nie to exhaust all the meaning of that! But I want
to suggest to you just one thing about those two
verses.
On the gates were the names of the twelve tribes
»of Israel. Paul tells us, about Israel, that “it is the
renmmant that shall be saved” (Romans ix. 27).
While all Israel may now be cast away, a remnant
shall be saved. Israel will be represented at the last,
but why and how? This is what I suggest to you .to
be a meaning Thite. ttwedixed tribes, aif Israel sprang
fromlesstis' and i veththéfetwas a manwhaoijoight:
not to have had/vhe position:that. Jacob had, ltrwias,
Jacob. No mamn* of character has any respect for
Jacob. He was a deceiver, a man who was always
seeking to get his own advantage at the ex|
soneone else. It did not matter how muc] @thers
hadl to lose or suffer so lonfg as Jacob got what he
wened, The earlier years of Jacob’s life are a story
that is net pleasant to read. You say: What a ean
and despicable man was Jacob! And yeu agree
with the prophet when he says: “Theu werm
Jaceb” (lsaiah xli. 14). Jacob had very little
haturglly to comimend him. Why, then, sheuld
Jaceb come to oceupy the great place that b has if
, the Bible? should his name be ehanged ff@fﬁ
' Tesob 1o Israel, ‘@ privee with Ged’? There 1§ ¥
oA anewier: Soverei grace! G@d t@@l@ held 8
SR toiaantdomBrkeai}
knew the merey and the graee 6f Ged'when we ses
it taldng held of a eharaetsr like m@n ”@ the e'esié
of the riches beth ef the wisder and g
6f Geidl! hew unsearchable are his judgemeﬁ& and
his ways past tracing ou!”

THE GRACE OF GOIb FORR THHE- TWELVE TRIBES

Buit not only the mam, the twelve tribes. What @
story of tragedy, failure and shame is the story ot
the old Israel! God’s patience was tested to its
utmost by that people. There was a time when He
said to Moses: ‘Stand aside! Let Me destf@y them
and I will make of thee anether natien.’ One day
Moses himself ctied: “You rebels! Must we bring

- watier ouit of tiiis rock for yow?” Yes, it is along and
a terriblle story is the story of the twelve tribes of
Israel, but their names are on the gates of the New

* Terusslen. Winstiever other things this may nnean, 1
am quite sure that it means this: Here you have a
wonderful, wonderful testimony to the unspeakable
grace of God in Jesus Christ. “Far you which be-
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aa“vuessEl off iBREpY. Wie

lieve is the preciousness.’” A remmant of Israel shalll
believe and be found in the holy city. So that,
whether it be Jacob himself or his twelve sons and
the tribes, here at the last is this testimony to the
sovereign grace of God.

THE GRACE OF GUID FOR US$S

Why is this written at the end of the Bible? Just
to say that there is hope for you, and there is hope
for me. The grace of Godl for Jacob and the twelve
tribes is big enough for us. This Church city is a
great monument to the unsearchable riches of His
grace.” =7 R
i £illthere is always a note of wammgm nmlhmgs.
amﬂ the Apostle Paul warnedl Christians. to beware
of failing of ‘the grace of Gadl. We read that verse in
Romans ii. 4: “Despisest thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and longsuflering?” It
must be a very terrible thing to fail of this grace if it
is so great! Buit let us proceed.

THE GRACE OF GOID FORR THE DISCIPLES

Om the foundations of the wall were the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Now this means
much more than I am going to say, but I am quite
sure that it means this one thing.

I read the story of those twelve men before Pente-
cost, and it is not a very happy story. They were
men who were constantly quanling with one
another, and they all had something of Jacob in
the ing to get an advantage for thenselves at
the expense of the others. Two of them came round
the back of the others with their mother. There has
been a little family conspiracy, sindl tlhiis mnodiner was
very ambitious for her two sons, and the sons fell
inte her ambition, so that while the other disciples
were not leoking (y@u see, this 1s Jacsth!') they came
round to the Lerd Jesus and the mother sald:
‘Master, 1 want to ask you for semmething. Will you
premise e semething?’ Buf Jesus was always
awake to ing like that—"Yew tell Me what
yeu want a theﬁ 1 will tell you if 1 will give it te
yoi.” And se the mether saidl: ‘Master, yeu
eeme inte ¥@u kiﬁgd@ﬁil will ye gwu let i}www@ﬂ

QuF Fight Sy 1kt hand!?
ill yeu let ﬂiy twa §@ﬂ§ have the first twe places

i the Id ?* Well, Jesus just said; ‘That is et
Mine to give. That is f@f the Father.’ Buit it was not
all ever e story dioes not end there. When

the others knew it they were very angry: ‘They
tried to steal our place! ™
Well, 1 could go on like that about these disciples
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—and you know how that story ended! The chief
one amongst them denied the Lord Jesus three
times, most vehemently. When it was said to him
“You are one of them !’ he said: ‘I don’t know what
you are talking about.” And then, when later on it
was said to him: “You were with Him,’ he said: ‘I
tell you, I know not the man!’ We can hardly be-
lieve that the leader of the Apostles should fall so
low! Surely, we would say, there is no hope for a
man like that, and the others are not much better,
because it says that they all forsook Him and fled.
All right—their names are on the foundation of the
wall! The riches of His grace are at last manifested
‘in them Peter nceds grace in one way—I dont

=grace of God in J esus Chnst‘ :

know whether he corresponds to the jasper—and
John needs grace in another way—perhaps he
corresponds to the sapphire. But they all needed
some form of Divine grace in a special way.

And that is true of us all. My nature needs Divine
grace in a special way, and everyone here needs the
grace of God in some particular way. But the grace
of God in Jesus Christ can meet every one of us in
our particular way, and right at last, whether it be
an amethyst or a ‘Methodist’, we will be in the city.

We have only just touched the very fringe of the
unsearchable riches of grace, but may we from this
time have a larger appreciation of thJS Wonderful

THE UNVEILING OF ‘JESUS CHRIST
3. THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGES

WE concluded our last chapter with the words:
“The last movement before ‘I come quickly’ must
be a Christ-movement.” If this book of “the Reve-
lation™ is finality, then it is—in that very connec-
tion—the book of the fulness and finality of Jesus
Christ. Above we have used the word ‘consumma-
tion’, the etymology of which is: ‘to bring into one
sum, to perfect, to bring together’. This is exactly
what this book does. It is the summation of the
ages. It comprehends the whole Bible and bounds
all history. It compasses creation, redemption, and
perdition. It embraces heaven, earth, and hell. It
connects with God, man, and Satan. In it there are
no less than four hundred allusions to the Old
Testament. When all is said, the one question that
arises is: ‘Is there one thing—one issue—that inter-

prets and explains everything?’ Yes, there is! The:

all-inclusive issue is

THE PURPOSE OF GOD IN THE ETERNAL GOVERN-
MENT OF THIS WORLD

In our other series of messages on the Holy City
we are seeing that—not only at the end of this book
but at the end of all time—universal government
is represented by the City, both in fact and nature.
It is the symbol of universal authority vested in,
and mediated by Christ and His Church. It is the
nature of the Son of God as Son of Man. That is
why “judgment begins at the house of God” (I
Peter iv. 17) as in the first chapters, representatively.
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This inclusive issue is seen (in this book) to re-
late to the purpose of God :

1. in creation;

2. in redemption;

3. in His Son;

4, in Israel;

5. in the Church;
and that is the way in which to read and study the
book! The book is the revelation of final restora-
tion and recovery in Christ Jesus.

A revelation has been given in

(a) the Old Testament;

(b) the New Testament. (Brought to its greatest
fulness through the Apostles Paul and John.}

That revelation has been departed from, both by
Israel and the Church. Its greatest fulness was given
through Paul to the churches in Asia; hence it is
there that the comprehensive message of judgment
unto recovery is focused. But that was intended to
reach through all time to the end, and that message
shows that if recovery cannot—or will not—be in
entirety, it will be—as always—in a Remnant. So,
what we have seen in our first two chapters is a
fundamental presentation of God’s Pattern and
God’s way, i.e. His Son and the Cross.

The consummate issue, then, is brought into view
in two ways:

1. A personal presentation of Christ; and

2. A comprehensive designation of Christ in His
titles.

As to the latter we have:
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L. “Jesus Chrisst, Hecftditiffal bwinesss'(1.(8)5)

“Jesus'—the Mam. The title of His humanity
before His exaltation. When He is so calledl, almost
invariably the connection is with His earthly life
before ‘being glorifilsd’\ After that, as a rule, there
is added ‘Lord’—‘Lord Jesus’, or ‘Jesus, our Lord’,
etc. It is quite a mistake now, as with a whole body
of people, to say just ‘Jesus, Jesus’. That title, or
name, is used only to identify Him with the desig-
nation that follows. This Ome who is majestically
and gloriously unveiled, is none other than the
One who came into this world at Bethlehem and
lived a life as a man here.

*Clmiitt’ :==Messiah, the Anointed. “This Jesus"
was/by anomtmg, maderProphet, Priest, and King,
for-all men, inlthe-midst of God’s new Israel, the **
Church. ‘Anocimtesii'ls His official title to carry out
a Divine mandiate. It is God committed to Him.

2. “Faithfid ant] Tinwe PVibasss™

“Wiitmess™ is the same as “Martyr”, “Faithful
unto death”. His testimomy—“the testimony of
Jesus—is forever sealed with His own blood. A

vast amount of the Bible is gathered into this.

3. “The Firstborn of the dewall™"

This is position and relationship. Priority to be
followed by others in resurrection. There could be
no resumnextiom for any until Jesus was raisedi, but
then ‘a new and living hope’ sprang to birth for all
born-anew believers.

4. ““The ruler of the kmgysofftHaccaetith '

By His resuryartiinn He won universsl llondidhijp.
What Satan offered Himm on the ground of com-
promise, and He refused and declmedl He has
gained through no comprommise, but obedience unto

This brings us to the all-inclusive issue—the
issue which is greater than Caesar and Sxteenrr—Hss
victory.

5. “The first and the last’ (i(i 11))

Note the particular use of this title in relation to
this book. This is the end! The end is to see mgy-
thing where, and as, God—att the
tended it to be. ‘AH things summed up in Chnst’
(Colossians i. 16-20). Pause here with your New
’gle;stamemt open at ‘EphesitansS;, ‘Colossians”, ‘He-

WS’

Zmighty ‘5us’éffmmth us"—

6. “The Living one” ({i.18)

“I became dead’—not ‘1 waes Kdlleet)!.

The Roman Empire, the Jewish nation, the
dom of Satzm, all conspired to kill Him, but “No
one taketh it from me. I lay it down of myself, I
have authority to lay it down, and to take it again.
This commandment received 1 from my Father”
(John x. 18).

“I amm alive unto the ages of the ages, and I have
the keys of death and of Hades.”

Here we have two things:

(@) The purpose of His ‘becoming dead’, His
voluntary death.

This is in verse 5, and it is summedi up in a
“Loosed us¥af/Matie.

7" Chrsstbestithiee CHunadh™. o = 5 SRS,
Christ loosed the Church from Satam s awttinonitly.
Christ made the Church a *“Kimggimm and

Priests".

“The keys of death and Hades.™ The right and
authority to deliver from the sum of human sin zmdi
Satan's power thereby, which is death. Read in here
I Corintlians xv.

Death, and subsequent capitiviity—imprisonment
—cannot prevaiil against the Living Lord and Hiks
Church.

Death is the power, andl Hades is the realm in
which the system of death operates. Christ has
glundered both, and takem their power into His own

andis.

“He plunged in his imperial strength
To gulfs of darkmess down;
He brought his trophy up at length;
The foiled usurper’s cxown’”™”

Again, we have to place the Cross over the whole
book!

The throne is the throne of the Lantol\

(b) The second thing intimated here is the one
which relates to the final issue in a primary way. It
is going to be the ground of the real coatroversy,
connected with evei{thing. Because it requires so
much consideration, we shall do no more than imnenw-
tion it now, and reserve fuller attention till later. Ikt
1s just what is the mearingoff cunrrsearilordissexaltt-
ant cry: “I alive for evermore.” Yes, that is it!
The life of the ages. Life triumsphant; life immortal!

You may be sorry that we break off there for the
present; but this is enough to bring us face to face
with the mighty issue of this book—even that of
God’s etermal counsels.

(To be contimuedl)
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THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
15. THE ARK OF GLORY

Reading: T Samuel iv. 10-11, 17-22.

“And delivered his strength into captivity, and his
glory into the adversary's hand”’ (Psalm Ixxviii, 61).

WE have been occupied with the greatness and
glory of Jesus Christ as represented in the ark of
the testimony. Amongst the various titles of this ark
we noted that one is ‘the ark of his glory’. We also
noted that the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews
speaks of Jesus Christ as the effulgence of God’s
glory, and one of the names of the Lord Jesus is
‘the Lord of glory’. Here, in our last consideration
of this matter, the ark is called ‘the ark of glory’,
for, when the ark was captured by the Philistines,
it is said : “The glory is departed from Israel.”

Although there is very much more to be said
about the history of the ark than we have said, we
are going to finish this consideration where we
began—with the glory of Jesus Christ, and once
again the ark will be our illustration.
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We must notice that there is one word which
covers the whole history of the ark: it is always the
ark of life. Wherever you touch it in its right place,
in one way or another you touch life.

Look at what was in it! There we have life re-
vealed in three ways, or, I should say, there we
have the testimony of life revealed in three ways.
The first thing in the ark was the Word of God, and
God said that His people should live entirely by
His Word, and be governed by it: “Man doth not
live by bread only, but by every thing that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man
live” (Deuteronomy viii. 3). The Word of God was
intended to save people from death, and to be their
life, so the testimony of Jesus is the testimony that
He is the living Word of God, that is, that in Him
all the mind of God has been revealed for His
people. “The word of the Lord abideth for ever”
(I Peter i. 25). It is the word of eternal life, and that
is one aspect of the glory of Jesus Christ. He has
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brought to us in His own Person the revelation of
God’s mind, and in that way we are to find our life.
How often, in a time of trial and difficulty, we have
gone to the Word of the Lord and in the Name of
the Lord Jesus we have made that Word ours, and
it has been our salvation and our life—"For all the
promises of God in him are yea, and in him, Amen,
unto the glory of God by us” (I Corinthians i. 20,
AV.).

Looking again into the ark—and, thank God, we
may look into the ark now !—we see the testimony
to the living provision of God for His people. There
was a golden vessel with manna in it, testifying to
how God met. the needs of His people in the wilder-
ness and. thereby saved their life. God has-made

- full ‘provision, in i our: Lord.
' to be Keptalive.” 755 a0
- 7And the third thing in the ark was' Aaron s rod
which budded and brought forth fruit. Do you re-
member how it came about that that rod was put in
the ark? There were certain men in Israel who said
to Moses and Aaron: “Ye take too much upon
you, seeing all the congregation are holy, everyone
of them, and the Lord is among them: wherefore
then lift ye up yourselves above the assembly of the
Lord?” (Numbers xvi. 3). They were disputing the
priesthood of Aaron, so God said: “We will answet
this dispute. Let a man out of every tribe of Israel
bring a rod, write his name on it, and then let them
all be laid up in the house of the Lord overnight,
together with Aaron’s rod.” You know, things don’t
usually bud, blossom and bear fruit in the dark.
They really do need the sun! However, God made
this test in the most difficult situation. He said:
‘The man whose rod is found in the morning to
have budded and blossomed is the one whom I
have chosen.” When morning came Moses went in
to look at all these rods. Eleven of them were dead,
and only one was alive. The strange thing was that
all the seasons were represented in that one rod!
Not only was there blossom, but there were also
buds and there were fruits. When God answers a
question He answers it thoroughly! That rod was
Aaron’s. You notice what happened: the others
died, under the judgment of God, but the house
of Aaron lived, and in this way God signified who
was the living high priest. The high priest is the
one whom God raises from the dead and makes
abundantly fruitful. The work of the priest. is
salvation, and he is the mediator between God and
man.

We are here because Jesus “ever liveth to make
intercession for us”. And so, in the Lord Jesus,
there is the testimony of life in relation to the re-
vealed will of God, life in relation to God’s fuil

Te esus, for alI ou.r need'
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“glory.of the:Lord Jestis destroys death:-Thatis'thess:
' great testimony of what our Lord has’ ‘done ‘in His ‘= -
. Cross. He is risen from the dead and cries:

provision for us here, and life as our High Priest
Saviour.

We move from that to the Jordan again, and you
will recall how the ark, moving into the bed of the
Jordan, made the waters withdraw. The waters at
that season were overflowing all the banks, and all
that overflowing testimony of death was destroyed
when the ark moved into the bed of the Jordan. We
can say that in that ark death was swallowed up by
life. The ark destroyed the power of death, and the
people were saved from death in all its fullness.
Here we have the glory of life overcoming death,
glnd that is the tesumony of Jesus That 1s His

ory.- -

o Life comes | because Jesus is glonﬁed and the___

'\)i:.

L EadmeiSE s LY 2..!‘

“I am '
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have ‘the keys of hell
and of death” (Revelation i. 18)—‘The authority of
death is in My hands.” “Through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death” (Hebrews
ii. 14). He came to bring “life, and incorruption to
light” (IT Timothy i. 10) And that is the ark in the
Jordan.

We move on with the ark to Jericho, where we
have seen all the powers of evil represented. The
seven times round the city represented the seven-
fold victory of the Lord Jesus over the evil powers,
the number seven being the number of spiritual
perfection. In His resurrection Jesus has completely
overthrown the authority of Satan. So at Jericho we
see the glory of Christ’s power over all the evil
forces in this universe, and “this is the victory that
hath overcome the world, even our faith” (I John
v. 4). “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down”
(Hebrews xi. 30). The Lord teach us how to stand
firm in faith when the enemy is trying to demon-
strate his power, and to stand firm in faith be-
lieving that the enemy is going to have to give way
because Jesus has fully conquered the powers of
evil. This is the glory of the power of Jesus Christ
over all the power of the enemy.

From Jericho we move to Ai, and this looks like
a contradiction of all that we have just been saying.
The ark is there at Ai, but instead of victory there
is defeat. Is that a contradiction? Is it the defeat of
the ark or of the Lord’s people? Is this the defeat
of the testimony of the ark itself? Does this really
speak of the glory departed? No, this is only
another aspect of the glory. It is the testimony to
the glory of holiness. The story of Ai begins with
a little word: ‘But’. There is the great story of
victory at Jericho on one side, on the other side is
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the defeat at Ai, and in between is this little word
‘but’: “But the children of Israel committed a
trespass” (Joshua vii. 1). The whole story of Ai
centres in that little word ‘but’. It is really a testi-
mony to holiness, and how very holy is this ark!
To violate that holiness is to bring defeat. When
the sin was judged and put away, victory was re-
stored. There is no glory where sin governs, but
“there is glory when sin is judged and put away.
Holiness and life are inseparable.

It is a long time before the ark is mentioned
again, perhaps three hundred years, and it is more
than that when we come to this first Book of
Samuel.:- Here we:have this terrible story that we
‘have read :’the ark: captured by the Philistines and

_takentinto. thelr-Eounb:y...You ’seeithis i§a%long -
.§tory: ‘of’ spmtual d&%e ihave Often’said’ ‘that the *

"most "terriblé "BoSKk N “the't Bible 1§ "thé *Book“of
Judges, and as you go through all that long period
you see how the spiritual life of the people of God
wag going lower and lower. That leads up to this
story of the ark being captured by the Philistines;
and the old man, Eli, dying after judging Israel for
forty years. As representing the whole people, he is
a pathetic picture of spiritual weakness and blind-
ness. Eli was physically blind, and when Samuel
was born it says that “there was no open vision”
(I Samuel iii. 1). Eli was a type of the spiritual con-
dition of the whole people, and because of the
spiritual decline this terrible thing happened: “The
glory is departed from Israel.”

But we are not going to dwell on the negative
side, though we could say a great deal about how
glory goes out when the spiritual declines. It is
always like that. If the spiritual level goes down,
the glory gaes out, We shall come back to that, but
we will keep on the positive side.

Now note exactly what it says. It does not say
that ‘there is no more glory’. The glory may have
departed from Israel, and it may have gone into the
hands and the country of the Philistines. Be that as
it may—but the Philistines are gaing to discover
that this thing is not dead. They put the ark into
the house of their god, Dagon, and had a great
celebration, spending the evening and the night
rejoicing. They had a night of feasting and singing,
and said: ‘Dagon is greater than the God of Israel.’
They took the glory from Israel and gave it to
Dagon. Well, so much the worse for Dagon! When
they got up the next morning and went to the house
of Dagoun, they found that he had fallen on his face
before the ark, If it were not so serious it would be
humeorous. Think of having to lift up your great god
after be had fallen on his face and stand him up
again! Jehovah has never needed that! However,

they got round poor Dagon, lifted him up and put
him on his feet again. They were having to have
some second thoughts about this matter! They
went away, and when they came back the next day
they found that Dagon had fallen down again. But
this time he had not only fallen down—his head,
his hands and his feet were off. Poor Dagon! But
the glory has not been destroyed. The testimony of
Jesus still holds good, and if the Lord’s people are
not living in the good of that testimony the enemy
is being made to know all about it.

1 believe that the Philistines are a type of ration-
alism. They were always trying to look into Divine
things with their own minds. They took hold of the
ark as uncrucified men, and are always called-‘the
uncucumclsed.aPhlhstmes & If y yourlook: into#thes .

second: chapter ‘of the-Letter to *the’ Colosmans*youﬁ

will"seé that' Paal interprets circumcision ‘as being:
the effect of the Cross. We will read verses 11 and
12:

“In whom ye were also circumcised wzth a cir-
cumcision not made with hands, in the putting off
of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of
Christ; having been buried with him in baptism,
wherein ye were also raised with him through
faith in the working of God.”

So circurncision is a type of the death, burial and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and this word says
that baptism is the testimony to that.

Therefore the uncircumcised Philistines were
men who knew nothing about the Cross, and yet
they were always trying to get hold of the things of
God and Iook into them as uncrucified men.

Now if, as I have said, the Philistines were a
type of the rationalists of our time, it is interesting
to see what is happening. I will give you an illustra-
tion. -

I usually have o book beside my bed at night so
that I-can read before 1 go to sleep. One might I
went to my bookshelves, looked along the books,
and saw-a book that I bought fifty years ago. It
gave an appreciation of the lives of some of the
great theologians. I opened the book at the chapter
about a great modernist theologian of fifty years
ago, a man who did not believe in the inspiration of
the Bible, nor in the deity of the Lord Jesus, but
believed in a lot of other things of the new theology,
as it was called. That man got a great name in his
time. The writer of this book said : “Now the teach-
ing of this man is the teaching of the new age. It is
going to change the entire belief of the Christians. It
has come to stay, and everyone will have to accept
it,” “Well,’ 1 said, ‘that is enough of that!’ and 1 put
the book back into the cupboard. A little while
afterward I went to find another book. This book
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was written by one of the great theologians of our
own time, and he started by sayimg: “No reputable
scholar of our time will believe the theology of fifty
years ago. It has gone for ever.”

You see the big change? The testimony stands.
Let it go into the hands of the Pliilistimss, and the
Dagon of intellectualism will come down on his
face sooner or later. The glory may go away from
the Lord’s people, but it does not lose its power.
The glory of Jesus Christ still stands.

Now I must come to an end, and leave several
other things.

We come right over to I Chromicles xvi. David is
on the throne at last.. After .all the troubles of his
past life? he is now. enthromed| @s. kimg), and-is fsst

ey,

ndmons it has known in the Lord’s people!
What difficulties it has come througin! But at last it
is in the house of God, and the last thing about it in
the Old Testament is this:

When the ark came to rest in the house of God
the glory of God filled that house. That had been
reached of which the Apostle Paul spoke, as he
looked forwardi to the end of the testimony on this
earth: *“Now umto him that is abke to do exceed-

abwradizeriyly abdvoy el It dyatwereasis koo rekiin ik,

Ing
accondingg to the power that worketh in us, unto

him be the glomy im e clredhadalim CHYES3L d8asS

Mwmwmyammdm\w prevaded;”

unio all gemaraioanSdoeeae naddesrtr (Effiptiasians
iii. 20, 21).

That is the testimony to the glory of Jesus Christ.
It goes through all these sufferings, sorrows and
adversities. It sees the spiritual life of God’s peopite
risiimy aaddffdHingg . It tseesstHee paoweass ofif thigs wemi il
trying to take its glory away, but after the long,
long story, when perhaps sometimes we might
tremble for the ark of Godi, for the greatness and
glory of Jesus Christ, it will come to rest at last in
the House of Godl, and the glory will be in the
Church by Jesus Christ unto all ages for ever and
ever.

- Mgy tie Lord keep us faithful .to;His..Son!
When the testlmony is in adversity, passing tiirougigh

times..and it' seems. thatJthelenemyjhas

Ln s

ever and ever. The testlmony of the ark is a true
representation of the history of the Lord Jesus. All
the forces of this universe are against the testimony
of Jesus, but the Word of God shows. that in.the
end that testimony is going to triuumpin. “Iff we
suffer, we shalll also reign with him”—when our
Greater Davidl brings the ark into the House of
God at last.

If we cannot understand all that has been said
with our minds, may the Lord give us a greater
impression of the greatness and glory of the Lord
Jesus Chriist!

(Comedbuttel))

HOW TO EAT AND HOW TO GROW

A further messagebh\Mr L2 ¥ \éenrF Fanmbk atathih eanfafersace: iSwSizériendnd

WEE are going to speak on the Tree of Life, and
this morning we are going to make our title: “‘How
to eat and how to grow.”

When we read the Scripture last evening about
Adam standing before the Tree of Life and the
Tree of Knowledge we realized that God planned
for man to eat. Im Genesis we find Adamn standing
before the Tree by some precious stones and by a
river of water, but notice now what Godl is work-
ing towardi: by the time we get to the end of the
Book of the Revelation we have the Tree, the pre-
cious stones and the river insilieaffmzem. Jlmusttnut
take time to go into all that, but we have a wonder-
ful city composed of living stones—or human
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beings—and all that had been outside has now
moved inside the corporate mnzu.

Here, then, we have the two trees, the Tree of
Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil. Now it will help us to see how Godl wmiiguely
designed man so that be could eat of the Tree of
Life. We know from many places in the Scriptupe
that is spiriit, soul and body. In the innermost
room Godl created the human spirit, but we must
remember that He designed it much like an empty
room, because the humam spirit was made for
God’s Spirit to come in and dwell inside. Whem @ur
human spirit works alone there is an imcomplete-
ness about it. Is it not wonderful that our human



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 46 - Searcljaley_ warm. 1968

spirit is always pictured as the female and the Holy
Spirit is always pictured as the male? If you could
study the Hebrew and the Greek 1 am told that this
is pictured very wonderfully; and the characteniic
thing about anything feminine in the Scriptures is
that it always wants to go on its own and be inde-
dent. Now, men, 1 am talking to you as well as
the wethen, because we all have the spirit that 1s
feminine! That is why the Holy Spirit must bl
et under centrel and deminien, and,
yeu see, when eur spirit and God’s Spitit are
jeined, they becorie onie spirif. God plans to
eontrel the whele man frem the inside, weorking
subwards. - - .* V.
r.Now; im order;to see this mmore cleaxly. we mnustt
look baclts : = )
tabernzaiéejYoutxememmber thatt there was. the outer
court that all men could see, then there was the
second room which was covered, called ‘The Hiuoily
Place’, but beyond the veil there was the innermost
room called ‘The Holy of Holies’. We have in the
ninth chapter of Hebrews a description of the
furniture in the Holy Place and in the Holy of
Holies, but before we read that I should tell you
that the euter court is like our body, the Holy Place
is like the seul, and the innermost Holy of Holles
gtures the huiman spirit. We know that there are
ee funetions i the soul, the mind, the emotion
and the will. We will read frem thefirsitverse:
“Them venilly the first covenamt had alsy miini-

aness aff diiesserice,eqrahd worddly lsaranaydty .

Now let us see the three pieces of furniture in the
second roomn:
“For there was a tabemnaiéc mede:; the ffirst,

children the mothers of Israel were told to bind the
law to their fingemss Im my coumntry winem peopike e
speeding down the highway at fifty miles an hour,
and then they see a speed sign that says ‘30 miles
an hour’, why do they immediately look at the rear-
view mitror? Of course, you don’t do that over
herel Hewever, until 1 see the speed sign there 1s
nething for the consclenee to work on. S6 we must
be sure that the deorway inte the human spirit is by
the eenscience.

After you walk into a room, and sit down and
begin to eat with someone, you can have fellow-
ship, and so we have the pot of golden in
this room. Andl then you remember that the third
thing is Aaron’s rod that budss. ->:5.. 2adcsEugie
£1.nope‘Fean explain.to you how tHiss@oskiingim
the inner mam 13 s0:very wondestdl-Whesi wisiCaiine
to fellowship with God we must have a consclence
cleansed by the perfect blood of Jesus Christ. Then,
because the door Is open, we can enjoy fellowship,
sitting at the table and eating the hidden manna. I
am stufgmyou know what 1t 1s like to be fellowship-
ping with the Lord and yeu see something new—
Aarefi’s fed buds. You see, it is the Lord’s way that
we be epen and henest with Hinn firs! &l 85 we
learn this wenderful fellowship and eating i SpiMiE,
God, whe knews what inner light we reatly need,

shares it threush fellowship., Se we have three

things in the spikit: eur eenseienee, the epen desf;
the fable at whish we feﬂewgmga and Hnatly we

-have the inReF ugti& which we eall iptHeR. We
aVve besn %1 gﬂaéeut revelaten, g Feve:
aHeR & OHER IRELFHOR.

Now let us go back and see what happened in the

wheneim was the camdllessivdk, aaddthieerablzleanaind garden of Eden. God said that Adam should not
the shewdbreerld whdkhisiceibd dhbseactatorgtydndindeat of the Tree of Knowledge. He planned for

I believe these three things picture the three func-
tions in the soul.

Adam to eat continually of the Tree of Life, thus
feeding his inner spirit. Thus the Tree of Life was

“Amil after iiecssecmativeil) theertdizennclelevhiibkch for feeding the inner spirit. God planned for Adam
is called the Holiest of all; which had the gpiiten to walk with a continual dependence on, and fel-

cem,mddﬂamakl@ftﬂammnmeﬁbidamd gwshi with, Himself, but
pothlat turned
had manmn ardd4eonts yoddtAhabhdded,daraehahe Independent life, that 1s, 1ad

abourt Wiibhgaddl ywieeednweaas rHze
tablsof ftHaccovemnarit(Yeesess3aadodt).

In this inner room, then, we have the ark, and im
the ark these three things: the tables of stone, the
pot of mamma and Aaron’s rod that budded. We
want to look at this innermost room for a little
while and see how it functions.

In the bummam spiriit we first recognize the con-
science, and the conscience only works on the basis
of the law, so we have the ten commandments. The
reason why our younger generation dioes not seem
to have much conscience is that we are tnyiing) tio take
away all law from them. Im traimimg their young
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you knew that Adam
to his own way and determined to live af
i ependent of the Tree of
Life. I this independence he could eat of the Tree
of Knowledge and merely feed the seul, that is,
the mind In the soul. From that tie en Adam’s
spirit became mere shrivelled and smaller and
saller. The Bible says that he was dead toward
God, but his seul becafie bigaer and biggaer. 1t was
aver-developed. Have you fhet seme people whe
are well-develeped in their ming, 6F Grel-dievelopsd
in thelr emetions, or very streng in their ewn will?
This is the great battle and shows us the need for
distmguishing between that which is of the soul
and that which is of the spii. This eI we e
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either living by the Tree of Life or by the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

Now, when a baby is first born you do not have
to teach it much about eating. How well I remem-
ber that when I first came into real touch with the
Lord I just ate! Every place in the Bible to which
I turned was like drinking the milk of the Word.
Like a little babe I just ate, and I grew in a very
simple way, but then I got hold of a Bible with lots
of footnotes and the books of men. I got all in-
volved in the doctrines and the systems of men’s
interpretation. and. ] began to enter the battle of the
soul.:How. should:you:he: baptized: once;. twice,
_.forward backward?:It:. was a.case: of oneiman
arguing with-anothér;man and. trymg to. gethmto
accepthis doctrine;but itwas all in the-mindsWhat
we are trying ‘to’say.is that it.is poss.lble ‘when we
are first like a baby to learn to eat in the spirit, but
then we get corrupted and begin to feed just the
soul. Oh, I have seen men with so much knowledge
about the Wotd of God, yet when they come to a
bitter crisis in their life they have no inner spiritual
strength. This is why brother Golsworthy said the
other morning: ‘“The test is not what you know,
but how much Christ is increased in your spirit.”
When I see something with my natural mind I will
say: ‘How do I perform?’; but when I learn to just
feed upon the Tree of Life, I am not hunting for
answers, I am just hunting for Him, and in this
eating with Him He gives the budding of Aaron’s
rod aid I see. The man who has this inner seeing
has the ‘How?’ buiit in. You see, in this seeing
there is the authority of Aaron’s rod. The man who
has a mere branch from the Tree of Knowledge can
sway in the midst of the storm, but the man who
has eaten of the Tree of Life in his spirit will stand.

Now I must shock you for a moment. After
Adam sinned in the garden he was shut out from
eating the Tree of Life. Now the Tree cannot be
eaten as such. We must eat the Lamb. You see,
fallen man canmot eat unless his conscience is
cleansed by the perfect blood. We have the picture
back in Egypt on that night of the Passover. You
remember that the blood was put on the lintels
and on the door-posts of the Israelites’ houses.

This was for God to look at, and He saw the blood.:

This is why I say that the conscience is like a door
and it must have the blood applied, but inside,
behind the door, the people were eating the ]Jamb.
They were getting strength so that they could march
out of Egypt, and, of course, there was the light
within, but darkness all around.

When you try to speak to an individual, if their
mind is not open you bump into a stone wall, but
there are thoes when the inind is open and you
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bump into a closed conscience. Did you ever try to
sit down and fellowship with someone, but your
words came back to you? Sometimes their ear may
be open to receive your words, but you know their
spirit is closed to you. If we are to really learn how
to eat the Tree of Life, we must get more than the
mere words of the speaker: the door of our con-
science must be open to God so that His Spirit can
teach us. If you only get the words in your rzind it
is like getting the husk of the peanut but throwing
the meat away. How often I have left a.church on a
Sunday with my mind full of husks, but so hungry
inside ! :And I used to blame the. preacher, but the
trouble -was not with him—it was my closed. con-
scienceg];haye;even. sat. m*a.;very hberal,;modem ;o
church,‘and. wherthe:préacher read.the: Word: Eggt &
something of the meat by the-Spirit that he dldunot:.-, :
see.

Now let us turn to II Connthlans X. We must see
that there is so often a war going on between the
strongholds in our mind and the inner teaching iof
the Spirit. You see, in my mind there is a mental
concept or doctrine, but the Spirit is trying to show
me something else, so they are in conflict. God does
not want to get rid of our mind, but, working from
within, He wants to renew it, and this renewing
brings transformation. I suppose every one of us
has strongholds that have had to be renewed. In my
country I have oftentimes met individuals who have
a very weak mind. The enemy gets hold of a strong-
'hold: and he pours in imaginations into the mind.
Have you ever seen a young girl or boy growing up
who has allowed their mind to be filled with imag-
inations and they say: ‘Oh, my mother and father
—they are old-fashioned!’? The things of the
Spirit seem so foolish to the natural mind.

1 remember a dear brother who hatl a peculiar
imagination in his mind. He had a lovely Christian
wife, but there was something closed in his con-
science towards her, and he imagined that she was
not clean in her cooking or in her housework. But I
knew her, and she was very clean. However, with
this imagination the husband went around ail the
doorknobs with a handkerchief, and when we sat
up to the table he wiped the knife, the fork, the
spoon and the plate in my presence. I am sure he
knew he had this foolish imagination. I could not
pull this stronghold out of his mind, but when we
prayed together he saw that there was something
between his wife and himself. The door of his con-
science opened, he became honest before God and
open toward his wife, and God renewed his mind
from within and cast down the stronghold. For one
whole year, while he was right with God and to-
ward his wife, he had no imaginanons like that, but
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two years later I came back and he was going
around with his handkerchief again. I had to sit
down and plead with him again to be right with
God, and when he was, the matter was settled
again.

You see, if we are not really walking with, and
eating of, the Lord, the enemy attempts o get
strongholds in our mind.

f'r—ﬂk '_o

PHILLIP was very fond of his grandmother, but
there was just one thing he did not like about her
room. This was a framed Sampler which hung on
the wall over her bed. Of course, it was very old-
fashioned; but what Phillip did not like were the
embroidered words: “Thou God seest me.”’

“Why do you have that on your wall?” he asked
his grandmother one day. She replied: “Because it
comforts me.,” “Well, it doesn’t comfort me,” said
Phillip, “it does just the opposite. I don’t think it is

fair that God should always be spying on me.”
“Fair or not,” said his grandmother quietly, “it is
n.ue"’

As Christmas came near the matter of shopping

arose, and when one day Phillip’s school had a
shopping holiday, his father also took a day off and
they drove into the nearby town. As he drove along,
Phillip’s father remarked: “T hear that the police
have TV cameras covering the town centre, so that
they can keep an eye on thieves and pickpockets.”
He added: “Of course, some people don’t like the
idea of being spied on. In fact, my newspaper this
morning says that it is not right.” Phillip’s mother
said that she thought that it was a good idea, but
Phillip broke in with his old complaint about it not
being fair. “I don’t like it,” he told his parents.
“No,” said his father, “and nor do the criminals.
Those who are doing mo wrong have no need to
fear being watched.” “Well, I don’t like it,” re-
peated Phillip. “I don’t think that it is fair, Why, it
is almost as bad as Grandma’s text!”

By this time they had arrived at the car park, and
were soon so involved in their shopping that all else
was forgotten. There seemed so much to buy and
Phillip found it very exciting. The great moment for
him was when he chose his tape-recorder. This was
something he had longed to have, but because of
the price he hardly dare hope that he would ever
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F OR BOYS AND GIRLS

MARCH — APRIL, 1963

God now offers us the precious Lamb which
gives us the blood for our conscience, and then the
food for fellowship, and light. It is so wonderful to
be just a simple Christian eating from the Lamb
every day!

DeV. F.

get one. However, his parents and h1s grandmother '
had joined together to give him the money. He
found just the thing, at just the right price, and was
thrilled when they went back to the car park and he-
was carefully carrying the parcel with the recording
machine, Of course, he was carrying other parcels
as well, and so were his parents, In fact, they were
all three so loaded up that nobody had a free hand
to open the car,

Father’s arms were full of small pa.rcels, so he
asked Phillip to get the car key out of his outside
pocket. Phillip first placed his precious parcel in a
safe place and then fished around in his father’s
pocket till after a struggle and some delay he man-
aged to find it. At first he could not get the car door
open, which made Mother and Father rather im-
patient, as they were so laden with their parcels, but
at last he succeeded. Father poured out his armful
of parcels on to the back seat, belped Mother with
hiefrs, and then they all got into the car and drove
off.

They were less than half a mile from the car park
when they were stopped by a police car. Father
wondered for a moment if he had hurt somebody
without knowing it, and even more so when the
policeman’s first question was: “Have you just
come from the main car park?” “Yes,” he replied.
“I hope that there is no trouble.” “Not really, sir,”
said the policeman, “but I think that you left a
parcel there.” Both Father and Mother were about
to deny this when Phillip broke in. As soon as the
policeman mentioned a parcel he had a cold feeling
inside him as he remembered that he had forgotten
to pick up his recording machine. So in a rather
scared voice he said: “It’s mine! I left it down
behind our car.” “That’s all right, sir,” said the
policeman cheerfully. “Not to worry.” .So they
turned round to drive back to the car park.
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Meanwhile poor Phillip hardly dared to breathe
in case the tape recorder might be stolen while
they were driving back, but really he had no cause
for worry, since there at the car park entrance was
a smiling police officer with the precious parcel in
his hand. Phillip was so grateful that he could
hardly speak, but his father thanked the policeman
and then he asked him how they knew about it and
whose it was. The man explained that at the Police
Station there was an officer watching the television
screens. He had seen it all happen, had taken their
number, and had then put out calls to him and also
to the police car. “It. was the ever-watchful eye that
did it,” he concluded laughingly.

a; Phﬂhp‘«was very;quiet:as. they drdve home His .
father-could not resist asking him if he'had ¢hanged: -

his mind about beingspied on, and he had to admit
that but for the TV cameras he would never have

been warned about his mistake and would have lost
his valuable Christmas present.

That evening he went into his grandmother’s
room and told her all about it, and how the watch-
ful eye of the man at the Police Station had saved
him from losing his parcel. In a very gentle voice
she said to him: “Now you know, Phillip, why I
find it such a comfort to remember that God always
sees me. He is looking not to spite me but to take
care of me. He will do the same for you if you trust
Him to be your Saviour.”

She then showed him another verse about the eye
of God. It was that wonderful reminder that “the

* eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the

whole earth, to shew himsglf strong in.the behalf of

them whose heart is perfect toward him” (IL.Chron--

icles xvi. 9). This was the lesson which Phillip had
learned. Have you learned it yet?
H. F.

STRONG IN THE DAY OF BATTLE

“Only be strong and very courageous, 10 observe
to do according to all the law, which Moses my
servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have
good success whithersoever thou goest, This book
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way pros-
perous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Have not I commanded thee? Be sirong and of a
good courage; be not affrighted, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest’ (Joshua i. 7-9).

“Thou therefore, my child, be strengthened in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things which
thou hast heard from me among mary witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also. Suffer hardship with me,
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on
service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life;
that he may please him who enrolled him as a
soldier. And if also a man contend in the games, he
is not crowned, except he have contended lawfully.
The husbandman that laboureth must be the first to
partake of the fruits. Consider what I say; for the
Lord shall give thee understanding in all things.
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, of
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the seed of David, according to my gospel” (11
Timothy ii. 1-8).

THERE is a very striking similarity between the
exhortations found in the second letter to Timothy
and the charge given to Joshua: “Be strong and of
a good courage”—'Thou therefore, my child, be
strong . . ." Joshua was not a child, but he was the
child, the successor, of a previous generation. The
words in this first chapter were not spoken actually
by Moses. In Deuteronomy xxxi. there are very
similar words in the charge which Moses himself
gave to Joshua. This was a new generation, not
called upon to begin a new work, but to finish a
work which had been beguun.

Now, passing over into the New Testament, nor
is Timothy a child, and I suppose by the time this
letter was written to him he was not exactly what
we would call a young man, but he too represented
a new generation, a succession. Paul looked to him,
and to those who were like him, to carry through
the work, the testimony, that had been begun. And
if you read on to chapter iii. you will immediately
find the scope of this charge reaching right into the
last days.

So this letter is written for all saints, but it has a
special emphasis and a peculiar message to those
who find themselves called upon to be a new gen-
gration, to be the instrument of pursuing a purpose

a
)
-
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already begun, and of carrying it right through unto
the last days. So the whole thought bound up with
these two charges, the one to Joshua and the other
to Timothy, has special reference to us who find
ourselves, as undoubtedly we are, in the last days.

THE DAY OF BATTLE

The first thing that we look at for a moment is to
see the circumstamoes which surroumd them, the
characteristics of the time. Im Joshua’s case, of
course, there was only one issue, only one occupa-
tiom at that particular, time. He was the leader of a

fightitponadban sad PR aill | writibiggdol nrotithylabay's

sgecial . emphasisioni thisf same fact, that one-of the
characteristics ‘of thezhouris to' be- confiiketi: 2amndi et -
makesmo apoldgjpforitakihg up as a metapinor the
wars which men pursue and the occupation of a
soldier—*‘a good soldier of Jesus Christ”. There is
a battle on, nay, more than a battle. You will have
noticed, if you have an Authorised Version, that it
says: ‘‘No man that warretiin”' But the Revised
Version speaks of “No soldier on service”—no
soldier on active service, There are two words used
in Seriptuiee about confliet 1n this military sense.
One speaks of a battle, one declsive engagement
fought threugh to a finish and thep it is ever, but
the ether (and this is the werd whieh is used here)
speaks ef a eampaa —if you like, 8 war—=with it§

9Ba§e§ and its aﬁy Q§9€6ﬁ§; aﬂ& it i§ ttm

whieh i§ typieal of t g whele a%%
and pesuliarly eharasteristie of the 1@§£ d§y§ @eﬁ-
fiiat, net a straighforward ‘ding-deng’ Battle, But
g with all iﬁgﬂ §i€ﬁ”1ﬁi ; the §u§¥1@ %BS& fleﬁ
§ %@ Lﬂ'ﬁeui E% IE ga?%ﬂ my§e fin
Eﬁéé? eﬁ ﬁshﬁ §8£H§¥H1F§

1 ue i e
i%% the mé% ;ﬁ g gwiﬁ aﬁgﬁf{%& 8%
§/§§H gften %ssem% FEsssal BBinFé ¥8H%§ Whig éi

Now our difficulty is just this: we think some-
thing has happened to us, and we often get offended
about it, and do not recognize, or recognize only
too late, that that circumstamce—it may have been
some smalll, irritiatiing) thing—is only a part of a
great conflict. If we hug to ourselves our own par-
ticular grief or grievance, and wonder why this has
happened to us, or why we are here and why others
are not in our position, we come to an absolute
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standstill and virtugilly, on that particullzr front,
there is defeat. If we rise up and realize that this
sorrow, however crushiimg, or this problem, how-
ever acute, or this irritation, however annoying, is
just a part—buit a very real part—of a great world-
wide, nay, umiverszl, battle, it makes it so much
easier. We realize that it is not that we are being
hardly dealt with by the Lord, but we have been
entrusted with a definite position to hold for Him.
It revolutionizes your mental outlook. For lack of
that many of us have failed very badily.

And so conflict is one of the great features of the
time. It will come in any kind of way, most par-
ticularly in the: way which we. do not expect and
which -wediv-aadt diesine. Wie=cio molt exgpeeti/tie
- enemy-to?cKGuse; outt vt partii
could: bear- best; «iff wee din, wee: HeawerammstadidentfHiss
nature. Tsm@kmmmﬁmwmm Hreentt. Hiowy tieeittiss
that we are blind and forgetful and taken off our
guard again and again because we regard incidents
and circommstamces as things in themselves, and fail
to realize that the whole scene as it is now set is one
of a great, complicated campaign, and we are sol-
diers in the ranks.

ENDURE HARDSHIP

The next note that is sounded so much in this
letter is that of suffering. If you go through the
second letter to Timothy there is mo cloaking) off tine
fact, no attempt on Paul’s part to make Lijght of his
own experiences, or in some cheap optimism to
encourage Timothy. On the contraty, it is, again
and again, to bear in mind the sufferings of his
great predecessor, and himself to be prepared to
suffer, as it is all a part of the eampaigﬁl Seme
patures can enjey a good ‘ding deng’ fight, and
there is ah gven in the word ‘eonfliet’ when
it is leeked uFaﬁ in eertain aspeects. Get down 1o

pray and deal with the thifg, and yeu fhay findl
§ems satisfaction in feeling you Have given the
enedy a bad tifhe. Well, that may Be a part of the
battle, but so eften eur fightin gfi.ix suffering, and a

gase of enduring the Rardness of a leag‘gﬂwa-@ut

3Ad 18 U, Very mysteriays eam el Yo eannet

Ypest fﬂs Ofie Whe {3 Himself at fhe Bgﬁf o i
RiAce a5 18 the whe

B L: i&gts 13 481Rg, SF eveR, perhaps; a3 18

Thls is the note that you hear so often in this

the mrning aside, of men. Of course, it is all @ nesstltt

of the conflict. There is conflict for all, at least,

conflict faces all, but you can choose the conflict,

H§ inte His eonh
letter. It is a sad one, for it is in the falling away,
you can seek to be a good soldier, and that means
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mﬁermg or you can turn from the conflict, and
that means what you findl again andl again in this
letter: thlose who turned aside, those who opposed
themselves. All the time the solemn appeals that the
e makes to Timothy are to ‘hold on’, ‘to stir

up into a flame that gift which is in him*. Oh, how
the fire dies down! How quickly, without any
effort, without any consciousness on our patt, the
finecditissddomrh ! Adud charelshyif i oo twitibloati s iififi
cance that in John’s letters and in the to
the overcomers, all right in the atmosphere of the
last day, again and again such words as these ariie:
“Heeld fast that which thou hast”; “See that nho fmai
take thy efowni":W&lE‘ﬂmt is ju:st the stmeosphere.t).
I el jtieéyonecwho 1s fould @,

the wordl.;ﬁjm&tm

reguinemmett im ﬂhme*whm watlttl bee tinee t the
Lord at this time is strength, and that is just the
thing thatt is most kackimg,. Do youw motice Inow;, gaim
and agaim, that was- said to - Joshuz? “Only be
stromg)! **AddchiosvthiecAdnostidd ssmosshanioasstHaat
Timothy should grasp this great, important need to
be found strong. We have got to be the Lord’s iin-
struments for pressing this battle home, and that
feeds strengih, and it Is strength that the Lord Is
looking for in His people, and strength that must
be founid 1n us: ‘“Thou therefore be strong.” It 1s
ne use saying: ‘O, what a streng man Paul is!
Heow blessed hew wonderful, to sit under Paulls
Ninistry, to talk about Paul, to share some of the
radignce ef this spititual giaﬁt, and bask in 1t!’ 1t is
ne use looking at a man and living under his

shadew and pr: Ged that he is streng. What
reasen Ti for ﬁﬂ@ﬁ\g@@df@f?ﬁﬂl! But
Paul turns reuhd en hih and says: ‘What abeut
o, T!ﬁf@ﬂi??’ ‘O, Buit 1 240 Very ek Aatkiradiiy®

gs, that is true, foF this is a §tfeﬂgﬁi vé%ga is net £g
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Oh, these things are so practical! If you read the
letter, you find that Paul is not calling upon
Timothy to exercise, or to imagine that he pos-
sesses, or to lay claim to, some theoretical strength
which is imagimary, but he comes right down to
very practiiczl things—doing the work of an evan-
gelist, being strong to speak the Lord’s word, and
reproving among His people if necessary. Although

- he does not say it to Timothy,’I am sure beifi

strong in prayer is includied. It is practical stren
that is needed, not of a natural kind, but
spiritual nature applied to practical things

- The Lordlfis calling you andl nie tobesthﬁ%
Here, is afprayar meeting, and weteme- iato:
largelyimacﬁyefbﬂmmﬁLm it is, mgmdime&r

faheguy o : Y jeiel
critical, The L/ord is 5ayiﬂg t6 every one 6f us -'Be
strong! Conie ih with & si¥eng spirit and eentiibute
strength by yeur spifitual attitude. Ifi prayer and i
every phase of the Chureh life, as well as in your
individual experience, be stroms!’ A eontinual #h-
dividual strengih is essential if we are t6 g6 6h;
and foF our ministry: That is the thought that Paul
i§ bﬂﬁgigg.g up. Be strengthened esntinually! There
i§ stren fef you. We Have leeked tpeh Jesaya
guree a ~frfi‘@fig man, Bt it 13 very sig-

ﬂiﬁeaat g Lord say

§ ’ﬁ 6t Bs af aieb* 1 seems

§§i ﬁemﬁ besR éﬂgﬁ Hie piot
# Heweve we We |

g, B o e vy
§¥f€ﬁ

@922?
e§m Wsﬁ % svsfy ment 8
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REMEMBER! REMENMBER!

The second requirement in the Lord’s servamt is
what is called here ‘remesniweares”. Steaill D sey—ittis
an ever-fresh vision. Yow will notice how several
times the Apostle says to Timeflny: ‘Remembent’
“Remember Jesus Christ.” Was Timethy ever
likely to ferget Him? Ne, but yeu eanh have an
mstaﬁc Christ, a Christ whe was real 6 you ia
§@me past experience but you have. lest the fresh-

§§ and pf@@@ﬂt value ef a2 liviﬁg visien ef Christ. 1
fhiﬁk this is what eerrespends 1 the Jeshue pas-
sage to: *“This b@ek of the law shall net deaaﬂ otit
of thy feuth . . .~ Refember! First: “Remfem-
Ber Jesiis @Hﬂﬁ éf the seed of David.”

What dioes that mean? One in whom large, pur-
poses were bound up, for in this sense David had
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not many seeds, but one seed, and all the purposes
of God were staked upon this One, Jesus Christ.
Remember that! And remember that the conflict
and suffering of His life were all bound up with that
one thing. Why did Herod try to destroy Jesus
Christ? Because He was the seed of David, What
was the great accusation against Jesus Christ at His
crucifixion? “The King of the Jews”, the seed of
David, and this meant that the question of dominion
bemg bound up in the purpose of God with this
Man’s life brought Him into suffering and conflict.
Remember that, because you are apt to think
beautiful thoughts with the idea of a heavenly call-
ing. Jesus Christ.is the One supremely of the heav-

THE ADEQUATE MOTIVE

And then the third great need, if we are to carry
through the charge given to us. Firstly, it is our
strength, and then a continual remembrance, and
the third thing is love to the Lord. “. . . that he
may please him who enrolled him as a soldier.”
That is rather idealistic with regard merely to
earthly armies and soldiers, and yet is it not true
that through the ages, from David onwards, the best
soldiers have been the men who had a passionate
devotion to-their leader? Some remarkable things

~ have been done in this world by a few men devoted

enly calling:: Rememberiwhat :He. suffered and the.

.way.He went-Hé:was Taised fronr.the dead; but He..
had-to die-firstziWessometimes: feel :that-there are-

those whose sufferings are so great that there are no

words of comfort one could speak to them. One
feels that if somehow one could get alongside of
them and read to them some of the sufferings of the
blessed Son of God, that would in some senses
interpret the dealings of God with them. In the
conflict, in the suffering, remember Jesus Christ, the
seed of David. So much depended upon the realiza-
tion of God’s purposes in Him, and that was the
explanation of the suffering. And that was the ex-
planation of His endurance. He did not fail God.
God’s purposes were realized and the afterward

. was a wonderful resurrection from the dead. Look

at the Lord Jesus on the Throne and remember how
He came there, and with that fresh in the mind
there is victory.

Then: “T put thee in remembrance that thou stir
up the gift of God which is in thee . . .” (II
Timothy i. 6). Remember the purpose of God in
His people, and ever have it fresh in view. You see,

the soldier is on active service now, but the thought.

: If he is a good soldier, there is going to be a
glonous victory. The athlete is feeling some of the
strain and stress of the conflict now, but there is a
crown at the end. That is the purpose of God;
remember that! The husbandman that laboureth is
bearing the heat and burden of his toil, but there are
fruits being enjoyed as the result of labour. Re-
member the calling, the purpose of God, and re-
member that it is not just personal. There is a

. blessed word of comfort concerning the suffering

when the Apostle talks of “suffering together”. If
we are suffering for Christ’s sake, we are suffering
as a part of a people who are being brought to glory
by the road of suffering and we are not suffering
alone. Suffering hardship together with Him, says
the Apostle, and not only with Him but with others.
Our way is a way of fellowship.
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to.their leader. In some cases it was misplaced, but
it was dévotion. To have this as the great dominat-,

: 'mg ambition?and:purposerin life “*to please:Him x
-who has:called me to be-a soldier ! £ 3

v q;s“ B

Then the Apostle goes on to speak of those ves-
sels in verse 20 of chapter ii. The Lord’s house is a
great house. The Lord has a great purpose and
there are many vessels, but among those vessels
there are some unto honour, as it were, gold and

silver, and there are some unto dishonour, not

noble, but common, ordinary, necessary, useful.
But if any man will set his heart on full obedience
and devotion to the Lord, he shall be a vessel unto
honour, sanctified. What is the great consolation
and joy of his heart? ‘““Meet for the Master’s use.”
The Master takes special notice of him, takes
special pride in him, as of some valuable or beauti-
ful vessel in the great household. And that surely
is the vision which will sustain and carry us through
to the end: the joy, the privilege, not only of being
in the Master’s house—praise His Name, we are
there! —but, being there, a vessel unto honour,
bringing some joy and satisfaction to His heart.
So the Apostle is able to say, as far as he is con-
cerned, that he has come through—*I have fought
the good fight, T have finished the course, T have
kept the faith” (TI Timothy iv. 7). The charge is
handed on, not only to Timothy, but to us, to fight
the same fight, to finish the course, to keep the faith.
We need strength for that. There is strength for it.
We need continual remembrance—shall we better
say—vision for that. There is vision, and the word
is the great instrument of bringing it to us. We
need a deep love to Christ, for while we may be
conscious that our Jove is not a deep one, it is our
ambition to please Him. That is the way. Do you
notice that the emphasis in that connection is that
Paul did it, so Timothy could do it, and it was be-
cause God was faithful to Paul, and He would be
faithful to Timothy. So with Joshua: it was not
because Moses came through that he came through,
but the word was: “As I was with Moses, so J will
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se with thee.” Not Moses, but Moses’ God; not
Daul, but Paul’s Lord, and there is no reason why
limothy should not go through just as victoriously
1§ Paul, because he has the same Lord. And there is
10 reason why the weakest of us should not be in

the Lord’s hands for overthrowing His foes, and
fighting His battles, and enjoying His crown, be-
cause this God is our God for ever and ever. Amen.

H. F.

“THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM*’
9. DIVINE LIFE.

‘He rhat hath an ear, let htm hear what. the Spmt
aith. to .the. churches...To: }um that overcometh, to
1im will I give to-eat of the tree of life; whick’ is in
‘he garden of God” (Revelation ii. 7).

‘And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright
1 crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb, in the midst of the street thereof. And
on this side of the river and on that was the tree of
ife, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its
ruit every month . . . Blessed are they that wash
‘heir robes, that they may have the right o come to
'he tree of life . . . And if arry man shall take away
rom the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part from the tree of life, and
it of the holy city” (Revelation xxii. 1, 2, 14, 19).

THE PLACE OF THE TREE OF LIFE

S O with this last chapter of the Bible we are taken
ight back to the beginning of the Bible and find
urselves in the presence of the tree of life. In this
wnunection, the ending of everything is found to
sorrespond.-to the beginning, but, of course, with
me great difference: the end is the full realization
f the meaning of the beginning. In this form of a
ymbolic tree of life we are quite evidently in the
iresence of the main issue of the ages—all the ages
re compassed by this one issue. When Jesus, here
t the end, calls Himself the “Alpha and the
Jmega, . . . the beginning and the end” (verse 13),
Ie is referring to Himself as the tree of life. The
ree of life is the first thing, and it is the last thing.
But although the tree of life was there in the
aidst of the garden at the beginning, man never
artook of it. The partaking of that tree was on
ertain conditions. Those conditions were faith and
bedience, and because man failed in those condi-
ous, and because man disbelieved and disobeyed
jod, he was removed from the presence of the tree
f life. Then God set up a protection for that tree
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‘obedience:to.partake of it.:::

and made 1t.1mp0331b1e. for man. w1t]10ut faith and -

- Of course;ithese are. spmtual prmc1ples set. forl:h _
in a symbolic way. This question of Divine life is
the supreme question in all history. It is the issue
of all the ages—just whether man will receive this
Divine life or not. Man's eternal destiny is decided
upon that issue. This was God’s supreme purpose
in the creation. This life is the life of God, Divine
life because of the Divine nature, and it was God’s
desire and purpose to share His life with His
creation.

The symbolic place that this tree had is very
significant. It was in the midst of the Paradise of
God. This question of Divine life is at the very
centre of the creation, and, having the central place
in all things, it governs all things.

SPIRITUAL DEATH

This life was available to man. It was God’s
thought and desire that man should take this Divine
life, but, as we have said, it was on the condition of
faith and obedience, and man never partook of this
Divine life because he failed in those two things.
So God said, quite effectively: ‘That kind of man
shall never have My Divine life’, and death, and the
prince of death, reigned over that realm and that
kind of man. What the Bible means by death reigns
over the whole creation of unbelieving men. Dis-
obedience is the positive aspect of unbelief. If man
says that he believes, God says: ‘Prove it by obedi-
ence!’ Spiritual death is the hallmark of unbelief
and disobedience.

And if you want to know what spiritual death is,
the Bible makes it quite clear: it is separation from
God. God is the source of this life, and separation
from God means separation from the very source of
life.

But that is not sufficient explanation. What is the
effect of spiritual death? It is that nothing is ever

RO ST gl uey
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allowed to come to perfection apart from God. It
will just go so far, and no further. In our cemeteries
in England we have stones set up over graves, and
many of these gravestones are in the form of a
pillar which is just a certain height, and then it is
broken off. It is meant to say: This life just went so
far and could go no further. Life apart from God
can never go through to fullness.

There was a great atheist once who thought he
‘knew a great deal. He boasted of his wonderful
knowledge of philosophy, and made a great name
for himself as what is called a ‘free-thinker’, Then
the day came when he was dying, and on his death-
bed he:was in a state of mental torment. His last

words were T am’ taking a.terrible. leap into-the

dark?? It“does not ‘matter how much we gain in‘this
life Tf it is ‘apart from:God that is all left behind.
Nothing can come to perfection that is separated
from God, and that is the matk of spiritual death.

THE BATTLEGROUND OF THE AGES

Now because faith and obedience are the way
out of death, this matter of faith and obedience has
been the battleground of all the ages. There is no
greater ground of conflict than the ground of faith,
and this great issue was headed up to its climax in
the incarnation of God’s Son. The whole purpose
. of God being manifest in the flesh in His Son was
~ to take up this issue and settle.it for ever. “A Final
Adam to the fight and to the rescue came.”

This whole issue, then, becomes a matter of faith
in the Son of God, and a life of obedience to Him.
That is the pathway of eternal life.

Now you see that the tree is not just a tree, it is
a Person, and that Person is Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. We have been considering this New Jerusa-
lem coming down out of heaven, and we have been
seeing how its many features are the features of
Jesus Christ. Now what we have to see as we are
coming near to the end is that all the features of the
city are summed up in the tree and the river of life.
All that the city represents is found in these final
things, the tree and the river, and it is the tree of
life and the river of the water of life.

THE PRACTICAL NATURE OF DIVINE LIFE

1 want to say here, quite emphatically, that life is
a very practical thing. That is true of natural life.
We know what a tremendous thing it is to fight for
someone’s life. All the vast resources of medical
supply and surgical care are concentrated into this
one issue, and that vast realm of activity is concen-
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trated upon this one thing—Ilife. Everything and
anything to save life. It may be just a little life in
some poor body, but all the resources of medical
science and care will be employed just to save that
bit of life. What a tremendous amount is bound up
with this matter of life! When that life has gone all
the activity and energy and concern ceases.

This matter of life can make us very busy. I ex-
pect most of you have heard of the great missionary
David Livingstone, and some years ago I was asso-
ciated with a great movement for the celebration of
the centenary of his birth. You know, for nearly a
whole year. we were busy, almost night and day,
making the arrangements. We took the greatest hall
in» Londonggot: thezArchbishop -of .Canterbury:to-.

. promise to-préside,:we:had a-special‘oratorio com?
- posed, and had special biographies-of David Living--
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stone written. My word, we had to work hard! One
day the man with whom I was working said to me:
‘Old David Livingstone is not dead! He is still
knocking us all out by his vitality!’ .

Well, you see, life is a very practical thing. Elec-
tricity is a very practical thing. You do not need
that I should demonstrate that! If you want proof
of that, just unscrew the lamp, pull down the switch
and put your thumb on the point. If you did that to
the lamp over there, the next moment you would be
sitting in another corner and you would be believ-
ing in the practical aspect of electricity!

Now all that is only to come to our point. If all
that is true of natural life, how much more true it
must be of Divine life! Divine life is immensely
practical. It is not just something which we receive;
it is a power in us. The Apostle Paul said one of his
very great things about this: “Now unto him that is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh
in us” (Ephesians iii. 20)}—'Exceeding’ . . . ‘Ex-
ceeding abundantly . . . ‘Exceeding abundantly
above’ . . . ‘Exceeding abundantly above all .
according to the power that worketh in us.’ It is the
power of this Divine life by the Holy Spirit.

- THE LIMITING OF DIVINE LIFE

Now we have been seeing that this city, in every
part, is an expression of the Divine nature, and that
1s brought down to us in the Person of Jesus Christ.
Where there is anything contrary to the Divine
nature, that is death and not life. Recall some of the
features of this city.

We said that it was clear as crystal. You can see
right through it—there is no dark thing. It says that
it is like transparent gold. That is only a symbolism
for absolute honesty, absolute truth, and absolute
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purity of mind, and where there is anythmg that is
not alwolutely honest and true and transparent,
there is not Lffe. If you were to try to deceive me, or
soneone else, or I tried to deceive you, that would
serfously limit the Divine life in us. If we as Chris-
tlans are not absolutely honest in our business, we
are working against the life of God in us. If our
Christianity is only a profession and not a reality,
there is no life in it. I think I need not labour that
any more. This place where God is is conipletely
free from everything that is dark and dishonest.

There are several things in the Bible which are
said to be an abomination to God. We pointed out
that the lie-is am abommimaticm to Him; amdl the Biibjke
says-thett pride©is :amjabomiimeticirtoo.< Tt says:’
“The prood heX((feelioid) Imowefliafartsft™ (Psalrir
cxxxvinj 6).- Pride-canmot comemearto God. What
is pride? It is making believe something that is not
tirue,

Let us look at another thing about this city. A
city, ideally, is the symbol of order. Im a true city
everything is in proper order, and everything that is
governed by it is put into order. God is a God of
order. Disorder is contrary tio Hilks natinne. WiiatHeer
it be in the personal life, or whether it be in the
honte, or whether it be in the church, or wherever
it may be, disorder is contrary to the natuie of God.
Disorder is lawlessness, and all lawlessness has
come from Satam. Sittanisscadildert Hec FrincecosftHiés
world* (Joh xlv. 30). Now, leek at the werld!
There 1s enly ene word to explain the werld sifua-
tien, and that is ehaes. Mere and mere, and ever
there ehaes 1is e@miﬂg ever this werld. The pritase
of this werld is m for disorder everywhere in
his wetld. In the f@ﬂl%il ef Divine life thifgs are

‘When I go there, amongst those people, I do not
come away fieeling remewed in nuy hife.” Wiemn things
are in Divine order, then you always feel life.

THE FRUITFULNESS OF DIVINE LIFE

Just two other things about this life. Divine life is
always fruitfiull. You see, this tree is planted by the
river of the water of life, and it bears all mammer aff
fruit. It dioes mot muettesr whedier ittiis sewerty, edigity
or a hundred yesus alid], it beens finuiit exery montin.
You have never seen a natural tree do that! It justt
means that fruit goes on and on and on; Divine
life never grows old. Wihiadt does that mean? You
are-S3ymptg,

Lﬁe-lslmﬂuen";e '-Sumraiow Goroshiie jms waterpri-
life  has-awiiinfluence upon its surrouhidifigs;’land
that influence is seen in greem leaves amd mmuch firwiit.
You have to say: ‘Well, that water is having a
great influence on this whole area!’ If we really
bave this life in us, our lives will be influential.
They will have an effect upon what is around us.

THE PLACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN OUR LIVES

The last thing for this time. The city is the seat of
government, and you notice that the river of the
water of life flows from out of the throne, so it is
the throne that produces everything. Youw know
what that meains! It is the throne of God and of the
Lamb. In a word, it means the absolute lordship of
Jesus Christ. Right at the very centre of everything
is the government of Jesus Christ, 1n virtue of His
Cross, and as the Lamb. Alll the other things will

grdered if that life is having its way, f@f it is DiViﬂ@ depend entirely upon the place thai Jesus Christ
life t‘ﬂﬂi will bﬂﬁlg afdef iﬂi@ Quf e has, and will depend entirely upen bew fnueh we
When 1 see 2 dliser life in are comhitted to Him. If we afe
het §66 real efé&n ¥HSH I have ¥e ‘Bi to the Lord and He is tﬁbﬁrtﬁaqll’ée
life HAg iR tHat Perser’. Wﬂ@ﬂt sti i§ »ill flow and all these things that we have said
OFgeF iﬁ 8 69&19&9 f the Lerd's pe abeut life will be true if us. It will be the testieny
gisite well that the life is limited. We avs ¥e §§y te abselute esmmittal to Jesus Chist.

(To be corvilidael))

BACK ISSUES OF A WITWNESS AND A TESESMAGNY

We have quite a number of spare copies of certain
issues of A WitmesssaaieTesthinon

gladly send to those who desire them the only
charge being for postage (in advance). Please give
the dates of the issues requiredl and we will send
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those which are available. We have no complete

mymhiciclweverillill sesstéi.@.calhhthésssmeefoion paaitidalnyesdy )othiker

than as bound volumes, details and cost of which
are given at the end of the list of literature on

page 44.
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“THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER,
AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER™

2. THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT IN CONFLICT WITH THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS

“In the beginmiinggGFodcrretdd dhbdibevermaddhie else, but that is not the idea of the Kingdom of God.
eantin At e canthhwaswasteterahvoididndddrdark Youn see, God does not rule just as an autocrat or
nesss was won thee fiacee aff thre diegp - canat thee spiniit  as a dictator. God’s Kingdiomn is composed of timse
of God movexd upon the face of the watenss. Al who are like Himself. That is what it is going to be
God saird], et thaeechee lighht and dhbrersvaadigigtit™ at the end. The Kingdom is coming now, and wien
(Gemesis i. 1-3). it has fully come it will just be, and only be, people
who are like God Hinself. I wonder if you under-
“But and if our gospel is veiled), ittissvetldddrinhiem stand whattT mean when 1:say that Godl rules by
thatt cxeepeeishingz:imwhomtilerguil aff thisswooldd His own-nature? God’v'government isramnthecbashis™
hatie bilindethaerimiisoftifee unbbisdiani) ghahdiehe ofrwhat Godl ‘1s:2 That-ir'tisiw He -isi: ruuBgliow"™
lighrtoffiiecgaped laff theegdboyyop ICERsEWHbAs Abe ' When we say:: ““TThy will ‘be done”, we haweto go
inage ofGaekl, skoaiddrootdaswruppanthbem .. ... 60 Immediately and 59?5 “As 1n heaven, so on
Seeivm irtits God), tHaasatd dLbrethdrerbotidhghishohoearith.” The Kingdem of Ged 1s accerding to that

shined in our heants, tto givectHecliggnbp tHib&roww- which satisfies the nature of God.

ledine of the glony of God in the face of Jesus
Chyiigt* ([T Coaiinbisansiv 33 4, 6).

“In the begimminggvuashbd¥ooddaarddhindNoed dvams

life;, and the life was the lighvt of men. And the
lighrt shinetln in the darkness; and the diurkness
oversmneciiodt' (1abinniil,44 ).

WEF. proceed to consider a little further what the
Kingdom of God is. We have seen that from the
beginning . there has been a great conflict in this
universe as to who shalll have the dominion. The
New Testament speaks of two kingdoms, the King-
dom of God and the kingdom of Satam, the King-
dom of the Son of God’s love and the kingdom of
that one who wants to usurp the place of God’s
Som, and all through the history of this world tirose
two kingdoms have been in deadly conflict. As to
the Kingdiom of Godl, we have said that it is the
sovereign rule of Godl. We speak of ‘entering the
Kingdom of Geodl’, and in that way we think of the
Kingdom of God as being a sphere of God’s rule,
but there is something about which we niust be very
clear, although it is not easy to explain.

GOD RULES BY HIS OWN NATURE

We could think of a kingdom being just a place,
and a number of people in that place, and then we
could think of some person, a dictator, an auto-
crat, having dominion in that place over those
people. We could say that Egypt is the kingdom of
Mr... . ., and that China is the kingdom of someone
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We have, then, two things to consider. The first
is this: that to belong to the Kingdiomn of God we
have to be reconstituted according to Godl. Yau
know, the door is closed to every mam and woman
who has not been reconstituted according to God.
Let us think of it like this: Someone wants to be in
the Kingdiomn of God and they come to the door,
and en that doer they see the werdl: “Tamnppt ™
“You capnet come 11 here. Something has to hap%een
in yeu before you can come 1n here. This realm be-
lenigs to people whe are altogether different from
what yeu are by nature.”

You remember that the Lord Jesus told a paratile
of someone who made a great feast, and in order to
attend and participate in that feast the guests had
to wear a certain garment. Well, the le came
with the garments on, but when the master of the
feast came to look over the people he found one
man without that garment. He said to that man:
‘Friend, how did you get in here without the gar-
fnent on?” In effect he saidl: “Youw have no right
here.’ The master of the feast said to his servants:
‘Bind him hand and foet and cast hith out!’ It was
in that parable that the Lord was expoundiag this
very primsiplte: if you are going to be 1n the King-
doth of Ged sofething has got to happen that
thakes yeu suitable for that Kingdef.

Now, of course, you know that I am talking
about the third chapter of the Gospel by John. I am
quite sure that this man, Nicodemus, would have
had an awful shock if he had been told that he was
the man without the wedding garment, but this
chapter makes it perfectly clear that it was Nico-
demus. The only difference between Nicodemus
and the man in the feast was that the latter got in
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ad was thrown out, but the unborn-agsin Nico-
emus never got in at all. Now, you note that it was
bout the Kingdom that Nicodemus was concerned,
le was a very religious mam, and highily ediuctesd, a
lam held in high esteem amongst the men of this
iotld. Perbaps you would have found no fault with
i, but Jesus said to him, without any hesitatiom:
Exeept a man be born from above, he cannot see
le kdngdem of Gutl” (John iii. 3), andl: “Except a
fah be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
AT it thee Kiigidom off Gad" '({ddblaniiii.5H) Faar
ioih belng able to enden;, Heecanmuttenemnsiee!\

There is something.about this Kingdiom of God
jait necessitates having an- altogether new consti-
jtion/\We.are- heanmgmmdeal m. ounstimes
bout: outert: "send’metiiimtiy itSHave:
ou seen-pictureshobfimnsetm
scoghize that they are men! They are so laden
déh artificial apparatus that you can hardlly see
k. They have no natural qualification for living
i outer space, and have to have artificial lungs. In
sense, they have to be reconstituted upon another
rinciple. That is just an illustration of John ciep-
it iii. Jesus might have said to Nicodemus: ‘Nico-
emus, If you got into the Kingdiom of God you
wuld die. Youw have not the equipment to live in
falt rare atmosphefe That is very simple. If you
ad to bring a man or a woman whose life is in this
wsld, to whom this world is everything, Into a
lesting like this, where we are singing these won-
efful Bymns and talkdng about these heavenly
hﬁg§; y@u kﬁ@w, the eyes of that man or that
d be @ﬂi fBgi diaaf afl 2%% tifne; T’ﬁe

Bg 1A their seats saying: *1
ix'l!’ee ad*ﬁu t%im all ever and 1 ean get out.
@fﬁi@g@f@ut@ftﬁi§a§§6@ﬂ§§16ﬁmﬂ’ ou see
hat 1 mean? They are et eonstituted accerding 16
{e rezim of Gwd.

So the ngdlonm of God is what Godl is in His
wh patore. It is not just a sphere in which God
lles as an autocrat. It is the reahmn im wiiicln Goatids
ature is expressed. Peter spoke about His “‘pre-
ious and exceediing great promises through which
B nnay become of the divine nature™ (II
eter 1. 4), and that is only another way of speaking
%the Kingdoim of God, or the Kingdomn of

Now we come to the real message for now.

HE KINGDOM OF GOD THE RULE OF DIVINE LIGHT
What is God like? If the Kingdom of Godi is the
@alm where God’s nature rules, this opens a door
>veeyynmaagytiiiiggs I loahyywaabt dos peaddodioarseodf
jose things now, but it is a matter of fundamental
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importamce. It is the matter which just went to the
heart of Nicodemus’ case. The Scripture says:
“Gat is fight,, and in him is no darkmess at all” (I
John i. 5), so the Kingdiosn of God is the rule of
Divine tight, but Divine light has always been a
focal point of intense conflict.

Thee Bible opens with a conflict. There is a state
of things in nature which God attacks—He begins
to make a tremendous assault upon a condition of
things, and the first attack of God was upon dark-
ness. ‘“Darkmess was upon the face of the deep”,
andl T do not think that God just looked at that
darkness andl in a very soft voice said: ‘Let us have
some light* T believe. that there was an angry look
on His.face andl He: saiidl: .‘Leit lighlltbe' This is a
situation thai Linsxer intended:to exist and! whick: 1l
will ned:telerate; It.1s a contradiction to. My very
nature.’ So the Divine fiat was uttered 1n a strong
voice: "“Lét there be Nighrt! ' DooygautlibikK] laam
reading something lnto the story? No, I have the
whele Bible behiﬁd fne to support what 1 am say-

. That is 1 gave yeu 11l Cerinthians iv. 36,
if yeu ean listen t6 the tene in the vaiee of the
Ag%&ﬂe Paul when he is §é1yiﬁg fb@§6 W@f %%g

fimd VEFY fiesk
god ef this werld hath blinded fhe miﬁd§ ef tﬁe
wnbelieving Jast the BeioF the gnaal of
of Christ d dawh wpen them.” This @lﬂf e§§
is the werk of the devil, andl Gl is against i

I repeat that the first attack of Godl was made
upon darkmess, and the natural is a parable of the
spiritual. You know that throughout the whole
Bible redemption is centred in light, as the redemp-
tiom of the natural earth was by light. The first
phase of the redemption of the earth was by reason
of warfare against darkmess, or light overcoming
darkiness.

You can take up that primziple rigiht through your
Bible. I can only touch on a few points now. We
were hearing about Abraham this morning, and
Abraham wess another movement of God’s rule con-
cerning His Kingdiosm, and that new movement in
redemption was on the basis of light. Our ot
called it vision, but it is the same thing. Light is
vision, and vision is light. It was left to the great
martyr Stephen to tell us how this happened: ““The
Gatl of glory appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia”™—if you like, “wikem
he was in darkimess™—(Acts vii.. 2). The God @Egory
appescedd sisbmeddHhnelf Adbrhiarhbachisizgyes
opened to see the God of glory, and all the great
redemptive work of God went forward through
Abraham on that basis. 1t was a marvellous illu-
mination! Jesus said to the Jews: *“Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day™ (Johm viii. 56).
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What a light Abraham came into! He was a great
key to the whole plan of redemption.

You leap over a few centuries and you see the
seed of Abraham, the children of Israel, in the dark-
ness of Egypt. If you want to see what God thinks
and feels about darkness, look at the ten judgments
upon Egypt! God entered into a tremendous war-
fare with the darkness of Egypt, and that phase of
the warfare headed right up to this: on that fatal
night for Egypt, in all the deadly darkness, the
children of Israel had light in their dwellings. The
first-born sons of Egypt died in the darkness, but
the first-born sons-of God went out in the light.
And that was not the end. All the way through the

. wilderness :journey.” in: the- darkmess of the- night

there'was a pillar'of fire; and that light above them

was in warfare against’the ‘darkness around them.
They were redeemed froin being lost in the wilder-
ness by the pillar of fire, the light in the darkness.

Now, how much of the Old Testament am I to
employ to show you how true this was? The Pro-
phets were centres of light in the darkness of the
people of God to redeem them from their darkness.
If you take Isaiah alone, what an example he is of
this very thing! His great ministry took its rise
from: “I saw the Lord . . . high and lifted up”
(Isaiah vi. 2). Again and again he spoke about the
darkness and the light, and at last, with a vision
beyond, he cried: “Arise, shine; for thy light is
come” (Ix. 1).

I want to get this right home. All that is truth
which may be objective, but let us come back to
this: There is a tremendous conflict between these
two kingdoms of light and darkness. In II Conn-
thians iv. 4 we are brought right to the very work of
the devil: “The god of this world hath blinded.”
What, then, is the supreme work of the devil? It is
not that he makes good men bad men, nor that he
drags good men down into the mire of sin, nor that
he brings strong young men and beautiful young
women down into moral corruption, nor makes
atheists and infidels. Those are only by-products.
They are the results of something else, and that is:
“The god of this world hath blinded.” Remove
their blindness, open their eyes, and these things
will be dealt with quite simply. The work of the
devil is to keep people in the dark. Light is the most
fatal thing to the kingdom of Satan; he fears light
more than he fears anything else. He is the “prince
of darkness”. He has blinded the minds of the un-
believing, and why has he done so? Itis a precau-
tion against something, and one little word explains
it: “Lest the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ should shine.” ‘If those people get the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, my kingdom is
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gone. The battle is over for me. I am lost.” So that
ﬁafl:lan will do anything to keep us from having
ight.

There is a real touch of genius in Bunyan’s “Holy
War”. Satan and his kingdom are making their
assault upon Mansoul in order to capture it—the
city of Mansoul is besieged by the powers of dark-
ness. Satan says to his captains: “There is one man
that you must capture. If we capture that one man
the city is ours. Focus all your attention upon the
Lord Mayor!’ What is the name of the Lord
Mayor? His name is Mr. Understanding. “When
you have captured Mr. Understanding put him
down in a dark dungeon so that he does not know
what:is: happening. The rest of the. battie.will be

easy:*That is'the genius of John Bunyan; but where:=+

did he get it? ‘He got it from Paul. Do you remeém:""
ber this little phrase of Paul’s: “Being darkened in
their understanding” (Ephesians iv, 18)? Paul is
speaking there about all the moral evils of the Gen-
tile world, and be says they are due to one thing:
their understanding is darkened.

Now, dear friends, you perhaps wonder why I am
speaking to you like this. You may say: ‘Well, we
are not in the dark. We are saved people.’ I will ask
you to explain one thing to me: Why is it that in-
variably when we are going to have a conference
where the Lord is going to give more light, we have
to come to it through so much conflict? That is
quite true of this very conference. All kinds of
things arose to get in the way. But that is only a
simple example of a great truth.

We have spoken of the prophets, and they were
points of light in the darkness of Israel. Will you
tell me that they were not in a conflict? Because
they were points of light they were points of the
most vicious assault of the evil powers. Jesus said:
“I am the light of the world"” (John viii. 12}, and
every day and everywhere Jesus was in conflict be-
cause He was a light. It was true of the apostles.
Wherever they went, even without beginning to
preach, they found themselves in conflict. It is as
though the devil and his powers said: “We will not
have this in our kingdom!’, and they will stop at
nothing to quench the light. And the Lord says:
“Ye are the light of the world” (Matthew v. 14).
Here is the challenge. Divine light is positive. You
cannot have Divine light and be neutral. If God has
shined into your heart to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ, your life is a challenge to the kingdom of
Satan, and his attitude to you will be: ‘We will get
you out as soon as we can!’ You will find that
Satan will stop at nothing to quench that light. You
see, Divine light is not just teaching and theory; it
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is a menace to the kingdom of Satan. Are we in the
Kingdom of God? That is what it means. Indi-
vidual Christians are to be like that—their very
existence disturbs the kingdom of Satan.

And what is true of the individuall iis tinee off tie
little companies of the Lord's people. Satam does
not mind you orgamizing communities of people
called Christians. I don't think he troubles about
them very much, for the simple reason that they
don’t trouble Mn, but if any little company of the
Lord’s people anywhere ate really in the light and

Satan will do everything to destroy that little com-

pany.

I must adid this as I close. Remember that this is
not only an initial onatter in tiine Chwiistiam life. Every
fresh step off adivame im tine spivitu el Life is the sesubt
of some new light. We only make progress in the
spiritual life by more and more Divine light, and
the evil one does mot weat ws 10 @divance to the fuill-
ness of light. As soon as we think we have got all
the light, then death will set in.

Well, 1 must leave it there for the present.

are focal points of the significance of Jesws Christ,
(To be continuad))

WORK IN THE GROANING CREATION ((HI)

“Beitoddt) rhb eddps s mee) esaiaht bhidn Ebrd dt it widli || **To whomn God was pleassedl tto muddecknowmwhbiat
make caneencoveeanhiinkt vid ddvsasef dblaebedndndis the riches off thecglboyyod ft hisi snysteryrgneongibethe
wiith the house of Judah: not accondivg to the GendillsswitidhhisiCBhisisiygouthbhabppepeighry:
coveranntzkhand headedw ivhittheirefoliedisein ihetderplaywhom we proclaivm, admonishivg everny mam and
that ]l thodieHepmbp \tHidibwdd dd bhirgn ghene oup of of teaciningy eever ymaaniin il | wisedony, thiatibwee mayy
the land of Egypt; which my covenart they brtdiee, presanteveey ynuapodetacrirCatisist ((Qloksisiass. .
hI wassaambsisted disslahbrinsaialihibe 27-28)."
Lord. Buti this iis e covernat tiaat il heakkeyvirith
the hooiseopl denabbfrbicrhdyetasie)suisiote Ierid,ord] have beem crucifieet wiikhCHniset; pet 11 lhee prad
I will put my law in their inweard gm anddnhdieir yet no lomgger]), botChinisisUiietiiinmae : aadothbrat
hearst willl I wrtigeitt; carat) | willl bee tHegtr Goad), aidl  life whicln | noowlivecinrehiagfelehktd livevini faighilthahe
they statll \beery peepid e : axddtHes shkia |l RoNO faitty whicln is in the Som of God, who loved me,
RBkE BVEaRY e TS meetaidoRKT ard RSN BRCRINIS andl grvechivitsadf | pi fofan et (G 4aaiatisiis 20)20).
Bf&%@[s&?&?ﬂ[ﬁ%%ﬁbeﬂe@ﬁdiféﬁrt YrapHAll
knew rae; from the leasit off thenuniiQAb ERadest CIEIIAT portion in Jeremiah has its fulfilment now
of them, sailly the Lord: _f@F I will forgive UpeiF in Christ. It concerns the new covenant which the
Ty .aRRARER s TwHlll ] rdpiamibeIehb OridRre” Lord said was to be altogether different; not ac-
(Feremiah 304 31-34). cording to the covenant which He made with Israel
when He brought them out of Egypt: but some-
“Whrezefdos cwivbre nhé ecamedithiritot a Hihnewardd dhehe thing withiin them, widtten in their hearts. We kinow
sait), Stecifitcerahofdfingnghsnovonhisbdessnbiuouthat the Lord Jesus Himself is the embodiment of
a bodly diilss oo pregrmeeftor mee ;iinwiaddebhrint all the ternns of the covenant, and that covenant is
offerings and sacrifiess for sin thowu hadiat no sealed with His own blood. “Christ in you™ means
pleasuree thbannaidid,|Lbol himneswentikivideoi\bfof that alll that that covenant contains becomes amn im-
the bosk ittilswriitteropeeidaddarwnil 0 Gé&hd. ward mmg, af inward power, an inward revelation
Saying above;, Sacryitess anad offdeiipowahdvibiele 6f God. “Christ liveth 1h you”, said the Apostle,
burmtogféevipoamhseaifiticson ehs ol obowidedtlesdnd the mystery which God has been pleased to
nél, neither gg&iﬁt leasiwre thereim (the whieh ave reveal is: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
effereat] assordivD 1o the la_w?,, then hadln he s,  There is one comprehensive and all-embodying
Lo, I am eome 19 o thy will. He takahapuYrie truth which, if it reallly gained the complete mastery
fisat, tHaate sy KebdliRyHOSaasp BB YWHIREN of our hearts and dominated our whole conscious-
will we pave b@@mm@w@&dﬁﬂwgmi@g!@ﬁﬂy Bf Ohess, capturimg our will, our hearts, and our mimd;,
the body sf IssksChHistomeefor alt %X- would reailly revolutionize everything, just as the
5-10). new covenant reprasents a revolution from the old
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covenant. The great truthh which embodies every-
thing is this: that Gadl has determined that nothing
which is not Chiriist shall remain, and He is wonlkiing)
toward that end, on the one hand to ridl this uni-
verse of everything that is not Christ; on the other
hand to fill this universe with that which is Christ.
That means that God does not accept or recognize
anything whatever that is not Christ. Then again, it
means that God puts His seal upon what is Christ,
* and it is alll & matter of the measure of Christ. I is
a tremendous thing when that reallly does come to
@ufhmmmthe force and the power whiclh it
y Epreasaitt 1t explains everything of
G@d dealiags witlh.us. It gives us the key t6 our
%f@'@lé‘ﬁ?&"ltt wﬂ_&iﬁﬂﬁ’t&tﬂm‘\mon the highway 6f
6d’s 6w it - FE i 2V UMY

If it 'should be felt tlmtthe world is. really be-
coming more and more full of evil, and not of
lchrist, we will explain that seeming contradiction
ater.

Butt we begin here, and we notice the significant
setting of this in the letter to the Colossiams. The
finsst tHimgy it thee Codbdsstaan]bttear iss tHee matibtidsss
presentation of the Lord Jesus. There is nothing in
all the Word of God to compare with the fiirst
chapter of this letter as an unveiling of the Lord
Jesus, that s, in any one part. From eternity Christ
is seen in aind! through creation, all things uino Hiim,
by Him, threugh Him, Christ in soverelignty P@

ing all ﬂmg@, e@ﬁtf@ﬂiﬂg sl things. Gatber it all up
into ene fragment, a universal fragment: “That ]
all things he might have the pre-eminence.” There
is the umvefgal antl ek So 6f God! And e,
all that, as in a Divine seeret, is breught right d@Wﬁ
and it 1s said: “Christ in you, the hepe ef glery.”
Alll that in yeu—rthe Chureh. 1t is thatCHirittiatis
iA yeu. He whe ersaied all things 15 1A yeu IN YOUR
RELATEDNESS T THE Cwerkes. He fof WH@H& all
ﬁfﬁlwsm ereated is in yeu thus: E‘bem

Rgs 18 1B yeu Hhus. He 1R whem HEHB§
sensist, held togsther, is 10 yoH esrperaiely; as In
Hi% ?Jeﬁy

The second thing is this: that the letter goes on,
*“seeing that ye have put off the old man . . . and
bave put on the new man™ (ifi. 9-10). What does
that mean? That alll that is not Christ is put aside,
is repudiiated, and all that is Christ is put on, Is
brought in. So that God’s intention concerning His
Som as universallly pre-eminent is going to be real-
ized by His being put on on the part of believers,
» wheo, as the third chapter says, have been “‘raised
together with Himi". This, the Apostle says, is the
)eaning of baptism (Colossians ii. 12).

Christ is not a second personality or power, to
come along to reinforce us, to vivify us, to streng-

CONSIS
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then us, for us to use in life and im serwics;, amdi thet
He should make us something. That is not the
thought, and that is not the angle of Scripture at all.

Amdl yet, how almost universallly, perlnps largely

unconsciously, that is what is ans
are wanting to be made something, even as Chris-
tians; and Christian workers ‘the Lord’s ser-

vants are, though perhaps unwittingly, wanting to
be made something as workers; and they want
Christ to reinforce them, come behind them), artl
make them seameeHiigg a3s Hiéssegvdainésaaiadiin s
service. That whole system of things is diametric-
ally to the truth.. The. is ﬂi@&@hﬂﬁt
shall be.all; and that we decrease that He. may ih-
crease; that He sheuld be.the primary. Pefséﬁﬁlﬁ}’;
and thatthe i
any’ service: Shoatlldl not be: - ‘Whatt a. gdodimaif:he
wag!’ or “What a good woman she is!’ or ‘What a
fime worken!” but: ‘What a presence of Christ!
What a testimony to Christ! What an expression of
ghri_st!,\Mmta sense of Christ! What a reality of
Thee next thing I am going to say may be difficult
to accept, just-as it is difficult to say, and yet faith-
fulness demands that things like this should be
said. There is going to be a tremendous sunpriise one
day over this matter. There is a tremendous amount
of energy, and activity, and machinery, and zeal
and deveotlon In the work of the Lord, 1n the service
of the Lord, which seems to be pf@dueiﬂl sorme-
thing quite big, and carrying en something quite
extensive. 1t is not for us {6 Judige, bultimf@fu@t@
lay dewn laws and recognize these laws, of, rather,

recognize laws that are laid dewn by Ged.
eventually all werk, all service activity, 1§
weighed in the Balaness, which will deteraine what

aBi e§ for ever @f AS5eS8 away foF SVEf; all that
W ieh was meraly Gaowil!
that Wﬂi@ﬁ‘ W§§ merely | satef for the
Lefd will Ei@; all way eut
fefﬁ mfﬂh ; SVSH theug h iﬂ devaﬁeﬁ e Gedl,
i wﬁi W§§ the en Qggé of @BH§€
8W8E

é st,

%g e e
lg%ﬂ 5 is €§ bR & Q%
é %ﬁﬂ §§§ Bﬂh'gf f@ B
%ﬁi We 5588 8%?{8@@3 %HHE@H;

ﬁg 1§ B
t %@ ms%ﬁgt;mme 8
%8@?% @ﬁ@fgyé émﬁv
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but that it is being energized by the
g@iy Ghost, that it is Christ Himself who is the life
and the power of that thing. Im so far as human
persomalities, energies and all that kind of thing are
the mainspriing), we may be sure that in the end
there is going to be a good deal that goes. That can
be seen as you look back over the history of
things which claimed to represent Gaodi.

The object of saying this is not for one moment
to cast a cloud of suspicion or doubt over amythiimg),
but it is to emphasize this truthn, dinis teascc tuttn. It
is along the line of jealousy for Christ. Nothing will
remain. im this universe. eventually but what is
Christ, and we; mustt neszogmize met everytiiing for
God’s .ulltimate:;

end whicalG¥d. jeaf fiked:asiwe: kinow:how-to draw
upen Christ for everything- We'shall be established
as we live by Christ, the work will be established as
it is eut fremn Christ, as we do it out from Him.

We have often spoken of this same thing in the
direction of the candlestick all of gold, as men-
tioned in the prophecies of Zechariah. We must
remeniber that the wrought gold is the Lord Jesus.
1t is only a typical way of saying that He was made

tedthligl;gh sulg&ring&lglgzgold is refined and
petfec ts purity im . That is winet Ieyp-

| with Him. Petfect, yet perfected through
suffering. The candlestick of pure gold is what
Christ 1s, and inasmuch as 1t is a candllestick, it is
the vessel and the instrument of the Testinony, the
life, the revelation, the unveiling. The vessel of the
Testimeny, then, 1s what Christ 1s, and the Testl-
thepy can enly be upheld and maintained i1n clear-
ness by what Christ is, We ip eurselves canhet
mhaintain the Testimeny. The Testimeny of Jesus
will be maintained i & Just 1 s6 far 85 We confori
{e His image. Te put that in anether way: just in
the measure i Christ has supplanted ou¥-
selves—"he lelglgef 1, but Christ”. Ged has a geld

standardl, ahd He never departs frem it. Gog's gold
standard is His Sen, He never deviates ene
little it frem His Sen.

This change from Christ in heaven to Christ in
you is just with that object in view. It is that, Chriist
being in you, everything else shall be brougit down
under Christ, and that Christ should take the as-
cendency in us just as He has taken universal as-
cendency in heaven, and it is that taking of ascend-
ency which is the conforming to His image. “No
longer I” is a very inclusive statement, for that “1”
is mamy-sided. There is ‘I like’ and ‘T will’, ‘I think’
and ‘T want’. Andl then the opposites, ‘T don't like’,
‘T will not’, ‘T do not think’, ‘I do not want’. And ‘T’
is much more comprehensive than that. Comfkmmmiity
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isi bound.; wyp twitithaaddinn

Ciistfanf At ChristigWe:shall:only comeatolthe ;" ‘comressmatatnthatiaheneris iso

to His image simply means that that is ruled out,
and oh! what a business that is! Wihile we have all
accepted the finall and the full abolition of the T,
by no means have we attained unto that. We are
very often in some way-or another up against that
‘T’. and the question again is whether it is going to
be Christ or ‘T’. But the very fact that the Holy
Spirit makes a conflict of it shows that the thing is
active, and that something is going on. Wee need to
ask definitely that the Lord will keep that active,
and that He will make these crises much more
acute.
Sometimes we have to ask ourselves, as we see
personal »desiiess tedingy fillomed!- cutt, Hless-Hesngy
seived, . preferences .being. mamipullated]; and| it: bes
methihgyywhicinti®is
qmitelPriaturaliirulingd.decisions’- andilmakingfithe
plans: Whereiis the Cross, and where is the Holy
Spirit working by tie Comsss? Theeftsnes, you sundl
need to ask the Lord more every day to make these
crises acute, that we shalll have no blind spots on
this matter, thinking that it is for the Lord when it
is really for ourselves. Any measure of that T is
countering God’s end, and anything that is done,
even though it be by a most devoted soul, for the
Lord on that basis 1s bound to have i it that
element which willl Kivitt ifs @R vadbiae.

The thing which is going to be wholly, utterly
abiding, etermall, myust be utterly Christ. It may,
therefore, be necessary for a course of reduction to
be followed by the Lord. The thing may seem small
and it may seem to be very limited according to the
world’s standiardls. What is going on can hardily twe
seen on the sutface, but God is working right down
at the bottom to build fireumn tine foundation, slowdy,
steadily, surely, and every fresh fragment that Godl
adds to that werk Is sifted, purged, tested. It is as
though God puts in something and then, before He
adds to it, He tests It, proves t, tries it, sifts it, windil
the thing 1s, 1n 1ts absolute putity, all 6f Christ and
Is established.

That seemns to be God's way with something that
is going to be wholly of Christ. Youw can have, if
you mustt, téoggaaiifyhisecbiumaanddsitesstiosees tto
possess, to knowy, to do, to be active, something
big§ef. But when you look on toward the end, it
will just be tested as to what is of Christ. All the
other is waste. You have plenty of Scripture to bear
that out. I am only putting myfingenrupon a central
law. Is it not true that God has determnined to have
nothing in this universe eventually but what is
Christ, and all else will be removed for ever?

There is another way of looking at it. It is a
glorious prospect to know that the universe will be
filllesat! widhn Chinisit amdoGRxa ssgodirget achiazecHEs eaddl.
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When the Lord gets hold of a life utterly, and when
the Cross has really entered into that hfe, so that
that life can say: *“T have been crucified with
Christ”, nothing passes, nothing gets through that
1s not Christ. God keeps Intensely short accounts
with that life. God is alive to everything concerning
the first Adam. That 1s the meaning of: “Hie that
hath the seven spirits of God.” That phrase means
the perfection of spiritusl visien. Go back to the
;p¥op e@ies of Zecharilh and you fremember it
of *““seven eyes”. That means that the Lerd
, Whe H§§ the seven § ﬂf§ ef Ged, is alive t8
» ﬁ@)&gﬁﬂg SNIR)-
thing. Ne iag gseapes m speeially is fhat gf-
feetion of Befééﬁﬂeﬂ f@!ﬁf@d % the ihiﬁg§ gﬁéﬁ
welild be-a thenace= S Hisivismaie purpese; and
all that we de H@‘Mw&@:@@ﬂywﬁ&r ﬁ@ﬁ@!ﬂt
whieh marks the end-ef what is ef Himself andl fhe -
Bsgiﬁﬁia of us. We de net knew, But He dess,
Whers s things everlap, and He is letHng
hething pass.

That represents a challenge to us! We have been
seeing that God, for His own satisfaction in rela-
tion to His own ultimate purpose, must have a
candlestick all of gold, a vessel which represents
what Christ is in an utter sense. That means a disep
cost, a great measure of suffering. That is the chal-
lenge which comes to us. Until the Lord reveals it
with a heavenly light we do not see how big the
difference is between self and Christ. When the
Lord does a thing it is eternal.

Are our hearts set upon God having that which
is wholly of Himself? That means ‘T’ crucified! No
longer I, but Christ! And that means that Christ in
us is the basis of our conformity to His image, until
we partake with Him of His own nature—pure
gold. It is somethiing to face serjously before Him.
It brings to us a challenge, but surely it also brings
to us a glorious possibility! What Christ is can be
made good in us!

This is what God is doing in the groaning crea-
tiom. Ittddessnuitagmeeartto Heessn, foar, ttoadl bapeass-
ances the ‘fullness’ seems to be evil. Do you re-

member a very illuminating phrase in Genesis xv.
16: *“The iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full”?
The context shows that Israel’s exodus and cocupa-
tion of the Promised Land waited upon the Amo-
rite”s £ il lcagpodfis “Mnriied” i9aaepransenia-
tive name for all the natlons then occupying the
land. When that cup ef 1niquity was full God eman-
clpated Israel. The exodus synchrenized with a
condition 1n the werld. The filling of the land with
what was of Ged required the enemy’s extension of
his evil nature te its limit; then Ged astad!.

We need say no more. The end time will be
marked by ‘iniquity abounding’. The rapture of the
Church will take place—as its exodus—wihen “the
man of sin is revealed”, when the cup of iniquity is
full. We.are Tivimg 24 = timme wien diere is 2 posidive
landslides of< mrenzd| iitpnityy. Dt s catiiddtaestnew”

‘morality”, 'but it is not morality at all, it is "mon

morality’. Look at your map of the world and mote
how minute is the area of the Umnitsd! Kimgdtm. 16 is
almost lost in the great areas of the wotld countiiies.
And yet, 1n this so small country, four hundred
milliens of pounds are spent annuslly on gamb F
There 1s a corresponding expenditture en alcohelic
drink, to say nething of the lniquitous dri busi
ness. No wender that the natlen is figh
economic survival, and has lest its place ef h@nauf
in the werld. Perhaps the werst feature 15 that
?@V%Eﬁm@ﬂl% legislate for these things, and thereby
argely eendone 6f recoghize them.

If this is true of such a fragment of the world,
what of the whole world situation? God is taking
account of this. He is causing the simple facts of
His salvation to be made known on a scale unprece-
dented in the world’s history, and when the whole
world bas had its opportunity *‘then shall the end
come”. Two things are wmwnistdicdibheeiderti: thise
world-encircling by the simple gospel of salvation
as never before, and the headlong rush of iniquity
to “fill up the gﬂuip . There 1s a third feature: it is the
ripeniny) of saints by suffering unto the %
harvest. These three things are the “work
groaning creatien”.

(To be comtinrt))

“Hath he said, and shall he not do it?

... hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
At the due season shall it be taldd...

What hath Gad wrought!*

41

Numbers 23. 19,23,
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TAPE RECORDINGS

Readers of this paper who do not already know
about them may be interested to hear that we now
have quite a library of tape recordings. These are
of individual messages and of series of messages
given at gatherings of the Lord’s people in various
laces by those whose published ministry appears
the pages of this paper. These recordings are
available on loan to those who can use them as a
means of ministering to those who gather in the
Lord’s Name, whether few in number or in karger
groups. They are also available to those who are

‘shut in’ and unable to join with others to hear the
Lord’s Word! thimauglin sypolkesm miinitiyy. Theneeiis nmo
charge for the use of these tapes, which are return-
able to us afterwardis, but gifts to cover the cost of
postage will be appreciated.

These recordings are all made at 3§” (93 cm.) per
second and are on 5“ (13 cm.) and 7“ (18 cm.)
spools. When asking for a tape recordiing, please
indicate the maximum size spool which your re-
corder will take.

> ABSCHIS 196587

Already since the beginning of January we have
been having enquiries as to whether there will be a
further conference at Aeschi, Switzerlamd], this
year. Many of those who were with us last year
will have known that the owners of the hotel where
the conferences have been held and from whom we
have had such happy co-operation through the
years were in the process of negotiatiing the sale of
the hotel. This has now gone through and the new
owners are in occupation, but we understand that

‘prepese to rui the hotel along the same lines

d ih the safme spifit 85 has been in the past.

will alse weleomae our conference at the hotel and

we have accordingly booked all the @ncommmodation
there in faith for the periodi:

Saturddisyjevenimpd/thtSepepishraher,
to Monday mormivreg) 1 66khS8praerbbre d 95368.

Further details and forms of application for ac-
commodation which will be available in English,
French and German, can be obtained by writing to:

The ConflerareSeecettzyy,
30 Dunoom Road,
London, S.E23, England.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We acknowledge with gratitude the following gifts
received during October and November, 1967:

Aberdare £1; Belfast £1 8s. 6d., £2, 14s. 4d.,
£1 2s. 6d.; Bengeo 17s. 6d.; Berlin £1; Bideford
£1 1s.; Birmi 12s. 5d.; Boardimiills £5;
Bournemouth £2 14s. 8d.; Btisbains, Australia
£1 15s.; Bromley £5, £1: Bryninawi 18 2dl; Carry-
duff £1; Chadsione, Australia £1; CliattananSsza
£1 0%.9d.; Colwyin Bay £1; Congleton £4, £4 12s.;
Crediiton £5; Deal £3, £2 14s. 6d., £1 3s. 6d.; Diam-
buzi, South Africa £1; Dublin £1, £2 145, 9d.; Dun-
mew £1; Edinbunghh 11s., £1; Ewell 10s.; Filey
£1 8s. 6d.; Gaoua, Upper Volta £2 11s. 84d.; Gtss-
head 7s. 11d., £5; Gaweott £1 35.; Glasgow £2, £2,
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£1,10s., £2, £2; Grinsted, Denmark £5; Hampstead|
Garden, Australia £1; Hastings £5; Hatch End £5;
Heathfield £1 2s. 6d.; Hemyock £2; Henley-in-
Arden £1 1s.; Higham £1; Hildenborough £5; Hir-
waun £2; Hove 10s.; Ipswich 4s., 8s. 6d.; Leamningy-
ton Spa £5; London N.10 £5; N.14 £5; NW.10 £1;;
S.E.3 165, 8d.; SE4 £2; S.E.12 £5, 6s.; S.E.20 £50;
S.E.22 10s.; S.E.23 £5, 10s,, £1, 10s,, £5, £4, £1, £1,
£3, 5s.; Loughton 10s.; Manchester 12s. 3d.; Mel-
bogfﬂe, Australia é€§1 §§§ 1\1}4@@15 t}lo)@.: Milr[t?g-
under-Wychwiood 65. 3d.; Newcastle-upon-Tyne
10s.; Northdene, S. Afriea 10s.; Oldhaim £2; Oslo,
Norway £2 85, 3d.; P@ﬂzg@cl 2s. 6d.; Preston £3;
Pretoria, S. Africa £10, 27/ 10%; Readling £10; Re-
gina, Sask. £1; Rhpna@lagl; St. Austell 11s.; Seven-
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oaks £1 6s. 9d.; Skotton Colliery lis.; Sidmmouth
£1 15s.; South Shlelds £1; Stonebroom 18s. 6d.;
Sumdleﬂand £15; Surbiton £5; Tenterden 5s.; ‘l'on-
£2, £4 10s.; Torquay 17s. 6d.; Tunbndge
W@l 5s. 5d.; Twickenham 14s. 9d.; West Wick-
ham £3; Wimberg, Germany £2; Winterthur, Swit-
zerland 12s. 6d.; Wolverhampton 2s., 16s.; Wood-
bridge 7s. 6d.; Worthing £2, 10s.
Total: £289 9s. 6d.

!Allentown, Pa. $10; Baton Rouge, La. $3; Birnmimg

ham), Ala. $10, $10; Charlotte, N.C. $6; Charlottes-
ville, Va. $5; Chicago, HI.. $10; Fair Oaks, Calif.
'$25; Flushing, N.Y. $21.30; Fort Worth, Texas $5,
$5: Greensboro, N.C.” $3;" Hastings, Mimn. $2;
Hellywood, Ha. $5;. Kirkland, Wash. $5;: Kota-
ifi,- India $12.37;7L# Porte; Indi. mmammm
each, Calif. $2; Martinez, Calif. $30; Mimnezpolis,
Minn. $5; Mobile, Ala. $5; Nerth St. Paul, Minn.
§5: Providence, Rhode Island $3; St. Petersburg,
Fla. $5; Waltham, Mass. $1; Yonkefg, N.Y. $10.
Total: $205.67.

Agincourt, Ontario $2; North Surrey, B.C. $1.50.
Total: C$3.50,

Vevey, Switzerland Fes, 41.50.
Guntur, India Rs. 20; Sarat;, Indim Rs. 5.
Total: Rs. 25/-.

.We also acknowledge with gratitude the following
gifts received during Decemiber 1967 and January
1968:

Auckland, N.Z. 10s., £1; Barnstaple £1 I10s.;
Beckenham £5; Benbecula £2; Bideford 15s. 5d.,
10s.; Bintulu, Sarawak £1; Birmingham 10s., 10s.;
Blackpool £1; Bridgend £1; Brighton 10s., £2;
Bromley £5, £6; Buckingham £4 lis. 6d.; Burn-
ham-on-Sea 12s. 6d.; Caimdhu Larne £1; Calne
10s.; Calw-Wimberg, Germany £3; Canterbury
£1 1s., 7s. 6d.; Chicago, H1. £1; Chorley Wood £1;
Coonoor, India £3; Coulsdon £1; Croydon 12s. 6d.,
3s. 6d.; Deal £80, £2 10s.; Dolwyddellsn 1is.; Dover
10s.; Dublin 10s., £1; Dunning £1; Eastbourne £1,
£1 2s. 6d.; Edinburgh 10s.; Gerramiis Cross 10s.;
Glasgow £25; Grimsby £1; Hastings £5; Headcorn
£5; Heathfield £1 1s. 6d.; Hereford 10s.; Herren-
berg, Germamy £2; Hove 10s.; Hull £2; Indian-
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—-Miﬁﬁ £2 1s. ;66 Stmmﬁe,%ﬁ ﬂaﬂd £1; Sal%
15 -Sunelowm]

apolis, Ind. 16s. 7d.; Inverness £2; Ipswich 10s.;

Islington, Ont. £1@* Kaleden, B C. £l 6s. 6d.;

Keith £1; Kirk £1; Leatherhead £1 5s.;

Leigh-on-Sea £3; London N.7 £1; N.14 £2 68.;
S.E.6 £6; SIRAS 10s.; S.E.22 10s.; SE.23 £5, £5,
£1, 10s., 10s., 10s., 10s., £5, £1, £1; SE.25 10s.;
S.E.26 £1; SW.1 £1; SW.18 £9 2s.; W.1 £5; Lo
Beach, Calif. £41 9s. lid.; Louih £2 8s. 6d.; Mal-
ton 10s.. Mitcham £1; Mcntfeal Quebee £1 Mt.
Mertion £5; Newcaste- Thyiee 10s.; Newpert
£1 3s. 9d.; North 2; Northleach 105., Neo¥-
wich £3; Oldham £4; ofillia, Ont. £1; Pendicton,
B.C. £3 0s. 5d.; Reading £2, £2; Richmond Hill,
Ont. £9 9s. 3d.; Rufforth £3; Ruillip £5; Sabah,
Malaysia £1; St. Gallen, Switzerland £1; St Paul,

*

I04S; - SIEARIRIS:
6,,§1augh 108V South SBlRIgEEE wmesf
aﬁa 10s.; Suiten Celdfeld 165 Tadweﬂﬁ £1 11@§,

Tafkerton £10; Taupe iN Z, ﬂ@ﬁ Tuﬁbﬂd Walls

gi‘i@' Giow w§§§ wisﬁm ,@5 WQﬂﬁm £a e

Weexhiam £1; YOkEL ’ B kT
Total: £380 1s. 3d.

Athens, Greece $2; Birmingham, Ala. $10, $10, $5;
Casco, Maine $10; Columbus, Ohio $15; Concord,
Calif. $5; Dayton, Ohio $2; East Orange, N.J. $2;
Fort Worth, Texas $25; Gaoua, Upper Volta $2.80;
Glen Ellyn, Till ¥%; Histimam, Mesdivee $10; Hiedibidibeng),
Germany $20; Irving, Texas $3.40; La Marque,
Texas $5; Lansdowne, Pa. $25; London, S.E.23 $1,
Los Angeles, Calif. $3; Marionville, Mo. $2; Mont-
clair, Calif. $1.35; Mt. Holly, N.J. $100; Nairobi, E.

Africa $30; Newpaort Beach, Calif. $10; North St.

Paul, Minn. $10; OrelamdLP%a $5; Phiillzdislipinizs, Paa.
$15, $3; Pottstown, Pa. $5; St. Paul, Minn. $10;

St. Petersburg. Fla. $5; Tampa. Fla. $10; Towson,
Maryland $5; Upper Black Eddy, Pa. $2; Viirginia
Beach, Va. $1; Waltham, Mass. $5; Wallesley,
Mass. $15; Westbrook, Maine $1; Wastichester,
N.Y. $5; Wichita, Kansas $25.

Total: $426.55.

Cooksville, Omt C$20; Maple, Ont. C$10; Winni-
peg, Manitoba C$5.
Total: C$35.00.

Vevey, Switzerland Sw.Fcs. 2.50.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 46 - Searchable
WITNESS AND TESTIMONY IITERATURE

By T. Austin-Spass

THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE MYSTERY

ALL THINGS IN CHRIST
(Cloth boards)

(Art paper covers)
WHAT IS MAN? .

THE ON-HIGH CALLING Ot' COMPANIONS
OF CHRIST AND OF A HEAVENLY
CALLING VOL. I

YOL. I

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST

VOL. I
voL. i

QOIY'S; RBAGTIONS & TOO- MANISS DBFEC- .

AT} (I 1)

WE BEHELD HIS GLORY (VOL. I)
(Cloth bamrds)
(At paper covers)
WB BEHELD HIS GLORY (VOL. L)
(Cloth boards)
(At paper covers)
RIVBRS OF LIVING WATER
PROPHETIC MINISTRY
OUR WARFARE . ..
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 'TO PAUL
WHAT IT MEANS TO BB A CHRISTIAN .
FUNDAMENTPAL QUESTIOMS OF TIHE
CHRISTIAN LIFB
THE GOLD OF THE SANCTUARY OF THE
FINAL CRITERION
THE CITY WHICH HATH FOUNDATIONS
THE RECOVERING OF THEE LORD'S
TESTIMONY IN FULLNESS .
THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST .
THE SPIRITUAL MEAMING OF SERVICE
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST .
THE CENTRALITY AND UMIVERSALITY
OF THIEE CROSS .
THE CENTRALITY AND smmmmmr OF
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST .
IN CHRIST .
GOD’S SPIRITUAL HOUSB .
HIS GREAT LOVE
UNION WITH CHRIST
THE MORE EXCELLENT MINISTRY

I 4/
. 46 (50.96)

8/6 (51.80)
7/6 ($1.60)
6/- ($1.28)
716 ($1.60)

7/6 (SL60)
5/- ($1.07)
7/- ($1.50)

6/6 ($1.39)
$/-(33107)

416 ($0.96)
3/6 ($0.75)
6/ ($1.28)
5/6 ($1.18)
($0.96)

4/6 (30.96)
4/& ($0-96)

4/~ ($0.85)
3/9 ($0.80)

3/9 ($0.80)
3/9 ($0.80)
3/6 (30.75)
3/ (50.75)

3/ (30.64)

2/9 ($058)
2/~ ($042)
1/6 ($0.32)
1/& ($0.32)
1/& ($0.32)
1/- ($0.20)

(Incorporating Uniom with Christ in Comsreta-
tion\, Tl MHissivyod THIj iehaand] SteavardslB b))

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? ($0.10)
THE BLOOD, THE cnog,@?r g—? F%Fggg (3100
e S 05 JH LR s % 10
TI-IE
?E{E% ALPHE };D 1 H%ER g } ($0-04)
OMEGA or i /6 Bga dozen (23.32)
OMEGA /1 %h .04
ChaIST JUR LIFE - ‘ﬁ or 1/6 per dozen &0353

A GOD THAT HIDETH HIMSELE /g per doiéh (30.02)

A GODTHAT H7JDBTH HIMSELF

By G. Patemssim

GOSPEL MESSAGES FROM THE ANT-
ARCTIC (Forr the childrem. 170
pagess. lssiamidd)

By H. Foster

THE REALITY OF GOD'S HOUSE .

READY FOR THE KING (For the chil-
dren. 48 mrpges I llisrstirathd)

oN WINGS OF FAITH (Forr the childien.
52 pages. Ililsntaridyl)

BURIBD TREASURE (For the chilldhenn.

48 pages. Illhsntunidyl)
OPENING IRON GATES (For the athik

dren. 4D pagesh .g € .S ) .

By Variowus Awtlorss

THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY VOL.1
VOL. It
VOL. ITKt
These three volumes, when on-
dered rip@eheer:

Bound Voluimes off &4 WITNESS AND A
TESTIMONY 1964 to 1961, 1964
to 1967 per Volume (1 year)

Sif- ($107)

2d. ($0.04)
/& ($032)
2} ($043)
2 (3043)

. 2/3 ($047)

3/~ ($054)
3/3 ($0.89)
3% ($0.75)

9/~ ($1.2)

S//- ($0.70)
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‘WHITHIER THE: TRIBES GO UP™* 45 THE SILENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY AND THE ACTION
“THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE: POWER, OF FAITH ... -
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AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER” (HI) o 4 rgE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM" (%) ... 57

FROM SEPARATION UNTO REVELATION: FROM
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DIVIME ORDER—IN CHRIST (I)
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TAKING THE- ENDD BY FAITH ...

WORK IN THE GROANING CREATION (IW) 64

DATES TO REVEMBER

MA(Y we remind our readers everywhere of the
followiing special gatherings which will be taking
place, in the Lord’s will, later this year, and earn-
estly ask for your prayer fellowship for these
ministries?

July &t to N1k

Atlantic States Convocation at Camp Wiz,
Mayo, Maryllami], when ministry will be shared by
Mr. DeVern Fromks, Mr. Stephen Kaumg and the
Editor.

Those wishing to attend should write early to:
Mir. E. L.. Chase, 1370 Ray Strest{, Norfoll, Vir-
gimia233602U\S. A A.

Septerriiez7 Thvdal Hekh

Conference at Aeschi, Switzerland. Further de-
tails and forms of application for szmmmmodiation
cam be obtained by writing to: The Comfisramee
Secrattayy ' AAWitviesssaradh H AT dsestionyiiy 30 Bubun-
oon Road, London, $.E.23, Englend].

“WHITHER THE TRIBES GO UpP”
(Psalm cxxii. 4)

“Gafiee rmyysainntsdgghtn® (Psiaalins). 5).

IT was a beautiful thought in the mind of God
when, in His Divine economy, He prescribed for
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thetperpedicdiomnarvatiadioos His-Heqmseplewaybadiack
in the time of Moses He commanded that all the
males in Israel should journey three times in every
year to some place of His appointimenit (Deuter-
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onomy xvi. 16), the details of which are worth
noting. It is clear that David laid great store by
such convocations. Psalm cxxii is (by its heading)
attnbuted to David, as were other “Songs of
Ascents”, or Pilgrimage. It was due to division re-
sulting from spiritual decline that such gatherings
ceased for so long, until Josiah had a great re-
covery celebration (II Chronicles xxxiv. 18, 19). It
was therefore a sign of spiritzal recovery and
strength when the Lord’s people so gathered from
near and far.
We can briefly summarize the values in the
Lord’s thought for such convocations:
1.: They_were" tlmes when the universality of

God!s Chu.rch,,

they left exclusively parochial ground. By ‘the ©
gathering from all areas they were preserved from
all exclusivism, sectarianism, and the peril of isola-
tion. They were made to realize that they were not
the all and everything, but parts of a great whole.
Thus the ever-present tendency to make God in
Christ smaller than He really is was countered..

2. Thus, they were times of wonderful fellow-
ship. People who belonged to the same Lord, but
had either never before met, or had been apart for
so long, discovered or rediscovered one another,
were able to share both “their mutual woes, and
mutual burdens bear”, or tell of the Lord’s good-
ness and mercy. Loneliness, with all its tempta-
tions and false imaginations, was carried away by
the fresh air of mutuality. New hope, incentive, and
life sent the pilgrims back to their accustomed
spheres with the consciousness of relatedness.

3. They were times of consolidation. The Psalm
says: “For a testimony unto Israel.” The testimony

of the great thing that the Passover (the Cross)
means in the heart of His people. A testimony to the
unifying power of the blood and body of Christ.
The gatherings held a spiritual virtue in the living-
ness of the presence of the Lord. If they had been
assailed by doubts, fears, and perplexities, they
went away confirmed, reassured, and established in
their common faith.

4, They were times of instruction. The Word of
God was brought out, read and expounded. They
were taught, and they “spake one to another”. In a
word, they were fed. There was spiritual food. The

. initiation of these convocations was connected with

three “Feasts” (Deuteronomy : xvi).-Eatingand

r.Holy nation’,, as.on the basis of _ drinking in the presence of the, Lord. They . returned _
the :Passover:: (thefr Cross) “was!. preserved. in ; the.. fortified,= built. up, enhghtened~ : S
hearts'of His people. “They left their cities'”; that is,

TR gy E3il
- ,_,--.-_.--,.-."e [t L e

renewed Ehoe - ;

*5."They were tnnes of mtercessmn Possibly” niot
every individual was able to “go up”. For various
reasons—infirmity, age, respons1b1hty, or some
other form of detention—kept some from the bless-
ings of joining with the pilgrims. But God’s idea of
the gatherings was—as put into later words—-“My
house shall be a house of prayer for all peoples.”
The New Testament is clear and strong on this
point, that the representation of the “Body of
Christ” In any place can, and should have real
spiritual values for all its members because “the
Body is one”, -

So, let the lonely, detained and isolated ones
realize that when the Lord’s people are together,
they are being supported. And let those who are
not so deprived of the ‘gathering together’ realize
how vital it is, and what a necessity there is in
expressing this Divine thought.

Would to God that all our gatherings were after
this sort!

“THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY,
FOR EVER”

3. THE KINGDOM OF LIFE IN CONFLICT WITH THE KINGDOM OF DEATH

“And out of the ground made the Lord God to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of
the garden” (Genesis ii. 9).

“And the Lord God took the man, and put him into
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but
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of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die” {Genesis ii. 15-17).

“And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is be-
come as one of us, to know good and evil; and now,
lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree
of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore the
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
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to till the grouwd ficrm wiramechaoneas abkkrnS&G aene

drove out the mam,; and he placed at the easttaff the

gadienof {Bdden thaeChlaen bhbinn aaddrhiacffdaa @fos a

sword which turned eveny wiay, fto kezsgptiveway of
the tree aff lifé¢" (Qemenisisiiii2222%).

“The thief cometh not, but thet ke mvay steed| andd
kill, and destoryy: 1| cremee thaa tHagymuy Haveclifts,
* and may heveeiiadomdaraaiyy(J ¢hohn X0).0).

“The former treatiizel| madee (D THaophiitsscaon-
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THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THE POWER
OF THIE: KINGDOM

Now it is from that point that we have to take
things up. “Thime iis thre kiimggbom, zrd] the power:™
It was on the Day of Pentecost that the Kingdom
came in power, for although the disciples had seen
the King, they had not received the power of the
Kingdom. At the beginning of the Book of the Acts
the King is speaking to them ‘‘the things concerning
the kingdom’”, and then, having Himself been

resent as King and speaking these things concern-

cermingal rtiaat dsandbegahdibtto todmdnd teasfach ing the: Kingdom, He said to them: ‘Tlarry.ye in

wntill feesidieyimdwhitthhe was nemsinading, afteerhant
he-Jliad2gner.:

P

by manyy prossfts, aypeeringgmrdahbrribythe spagace

of forty days, and speaking the things comerringg
the kingdom of God: and, being asseniibed tbo-
getirear wiikht Heem) , Hee cllazggddrHaenmnont tto dippent
from Jerusaben), Buatzbowvdd if 6o nhb e pootiseop thiae
Fathex,, whitt) seiddchag ygeHaardffoarmvae fép U dhhn
indeed baptivaet] wiikhwaadey ;Houatye sétadl | Hee beyps-
tized withh the Holy Spirit not many days kawnet'"
(Actsi. 1-5). - - --

Jerusalem ..until . ye,. receive- power; ; and.-yge shadll
rihcteiég,;pawemm the . Holly. Spirit jsi come jipom
y :

focus upon. What is it that the Kingdom and the
power focus upon? In other words, iff the commimg of
the Holy Spirit is the power of the Kingdom, upon
what does the Holy Spirit focus His attention? I
hope you will not think that I am exaggerating
when I say that this is the most important thing in
the Bible, and it is most manifestly true that it is
the most important thing in the New Testament. Be
very patient with me, for I want to get this very

helps, is what it is that the Kingdom and the'power™

“But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit clear. What is the focal point of the Holy Spirit in
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesseas relation to the Kingdom and the ?

both iinJéensatdem aredhdrim A\ idvkae anahSasamiaria, What is the supreme mark of the Holy Spirit's
and unitotHacuntdemiosippadfahtheeth (AW it8). 8)interest? Let me put that in another way: What is

% are occupied in these messages with those
wordis: ‘“Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory”, and I must take you back for a minute
6F two to where we began.

You will remember what we said about the last
verse of Matthew xvi and the first verse of chapter
xvii. Jesus said to His disciples: “There be some of
them that stand here, which shall im mo wise taste of
death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom’’, and because there are no chapter divi-
sions in Matthew’s writing, the record ruins stivsiigint
on into what is our chapter xvii: *“Jesus taketh with
him Peter, and James, and Jobhn his brother, and
bringeth them-up iinfo a high mouinain apaitt: and
he was transfigured before them.” Many people
have thought that the Transfiguration was the fulfil-
ment of those words at the end of chapter xvi, for
they think it was the “Son of man coming in his
kingdom”’, but we have given good reasons for say-
ing that that was only half of the truth. TeTrans-
fign rasioarwass bt pressetadd n i goyybbtit
it was on the Day of Pentecost that the King came
with the Kingdom, spiniitieeelhy.

the supreme evidence of the power of the Holy
Spirit? Now I am not going to give the answers that
a lot of people are giving to-day. They are saying :
‘Except this . . . and that . . . you don’t know
anything about the Holy Spitit!" Whatever there
may be of other evidences of the Holy Spirit, and
we are not discussing that, there is one supreme
evidence of the Holy Spirit, and that truth is found
i the Bible from the first chapter to the last. There
are, of course, a lot of these other things which are
fet found in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation,
but you will find this ene thing everywhere through
the Bible, and it comes out iate full manifestation
at the beginning of the Beek of the Aets. Well, ene
werd: Resurrestism. Resurrestion is the greatest
thing in the Bible, and mest eertainly in the New
Testament.

RESURRECTION IN THiE:= OLID TESTAMENT

You open your Bible with thits: “The spirit of God
was brooding upon the face of the waters.”™ What
was He there for? Why was He brooding over the
waters? Because the world had been baptized into
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the judgment of death. The baptismal waters had
gvetflowed the whole earth in judgment and every~
thing was in a state of darkmess and death, so the
gpl t of God was there for the purpose of resurrec-

on—and it is something to be noted that it was on
the third day of the creation that living things came
ifito being on the earth. The earth began to produce
Hving things on the third day, and everyone knows
that 1t was on the third day that the Lord Jesus
rose agaii.

Well, we cannot pass through the whole Bible am
this matter. Undoubtedly Abram was in the realm
of death. The beginning of his life with Godl was
like a resurrection from: the dead, amdi the climex off
Abrahantisilife wa ___ .
Ismelbdsi&peaplé;were il Egypt, the: place:bf death*:
The judgmenitipf &eamm was sxesuted:aipon: Egyph
but, as by the power of resurrection, God brought
His people out of the land of death and drukaesss.
1t is said that the{ were “baptized unto Moses in
the cloud and in the sea™ (1 Corinthians x. 2), and
we know that baptism is through death-into life.
Later the nation was in Babylom, tite Ik off sypiiii-
tual death, and there the Lord . called deliverance
from Babylom a ‘ressurfeetionil The Lord said,
through the prophet, “I will open your graves, and
cause you to come up out of your graves, O my
?eople; and I will bring you into the land of Israel”
Ezeldel xxxvil. 12).

That is only a very imperfect indication that
resunraction governs the whole of the Old Testa-
ment.

RESURRECTION IN THHE- NEW TESTAMENT

. Now when we come into the New Testament we
come to these words of the Lord Jesus to His dis-
ciples: “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shalll be my wit-
nesses.” What did that witness turn out to be? 1t Is
in one statement: “And with great power gave the
apostles thelr witness of the resurrection of thelLord
Jesus Christ” (Acts lv. 33). They were withesses {6
two things, or to two sides of ene thing. They were
witnesses to the faet of the resuriasain, but they
were mere thap that; they were withesses o the
pewar oIf tHee regaidFEeaHan.

Why did the Lord Jesus dwell forty days with
His disciples after His resurmsctiiton? Luke puts it
into one statement: *“‘He also shewed himself alive
after his passion by many proofs, appearing unto
them by the space of forty days.” That Is the an-
swer to the question—""rany proofs”. He was going
to leave them without any ground for a question
about this matter of the resurrection, and they were
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going to have the evidence of the resurrectiiom by
many .

Now, dear friendis, resurrection is not just a doc-
trine. It may be Christian teaching, but it is not
Christian doctrine without up-to-date evidence. Do
you know that all the writing and the teaching about
the Lord Jesus and the resurmeciiiom was not done
until thirty-five years after it all happened? I do
want you to get this. Youw see, we have it in a book,
and I could be just telling you what is in the book,
for there it says that Jesus died, was crucified|, @indl
God raised Himn from the dead, and then He ap-
peared to His disciples for forty days. You can read
all that in‘tthe book—but not one. apostle-ihad.-a”
book, that.isfa-New Testament-co.amy pard of idS
Threct8dchy i
inmetbpbiraadahé
people werz" tw sk thuse aprstibes: Nhow row dip
you know that Jesus rose from the dead?, they
would never have saidl: ‘Tt is in the book.” They
said: ‘It is inside of us!’ It is a part of our own
spiritual history, and you will only have to wait a
little while to see the proof of that. You will do all
that you possibly can in this world to kill this testi-
mony, every kind of power that is known will be
used to kill this testimony—and this testimony will
prove to be greater in power than all the powers in
this universe. When Jesus saidl: “Ye shalll be my
witnesses”, He meant that the apostles thenmselves
would be personal witnesses to this great fact.
When wrote his Gospel, he did so because
the things that were going to be in 1t had already
been proved to be true In the world. Christianity
had get en very well for at least thirshﬁve years
witheut any wiitten recerd, for it rested upen faets
which were proved in the fives ef these whe
preached. The ithpact of this Kingdiem was wpen a
fealtn greater than this weri.

THE KINGDOM OF INDESTRUCTIBLE LIFE

The Kingdiosm of Godl is the Kingdiomm of inde-
structible life. Do you get that? Let me say it again.
This is not only a statement of Christian truth; it is
a test of Chriistian life. The Kingidtonn of Godl is the
Kingdom of indestructible life, but the Kingdom of
God is in conflict with another kingdom, and this is
a thing we have been emphasizing alll the time. We
have seen that the Kingdom of God is the Kingdom
of lighrt i oot wytth tHee Kdiipaidam off @lﬁrlgims
and now it is the Ki of Godl as the Kingdiom
of life ith corithics with dine Iimgrdiswmn of diesdh.

I wonder if you have ever stopped to think
about: “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy
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Spirit is come upon you'? I think there are a lot of
nuistaken ideas about this matter of power. So nuamy
people tell us that this is what the power of the
Holy Spirit is, and that . . . and that. Well, they
may be more or less right, but what I am saying to
you, dear friends, and what I believe to be the
truth, is that the power of the Holy Spirit is the
Fower of Divine life. If I had the time I could prove
t from the . Youw have only to see how
* power 1s linked wiidlin resurreastiom im fine New Testa-
ment to see that that is the power of the Holy
. Spitit, Whet diees the Word say about the Holy

"%Sa&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ&iﬁiﬂg@dﬁimiﬁmﬁhﬂ@bﬁwﬁﬂt

foeuses-upen the-life-tihat was.-m Him, and. says

thattwieni Jesu - Waszin:the:grave -He 'diil nodfe®e- amem; Yoed

le
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where it is writlem: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me” (Luke iv. 18). The Divine life is withimn, and
the Spirit is open. What was the end of that epi-
sode? The men of His town took hold of Him and
dragged Him toward the edge of the hill in order to
throw jfiim over and destroy Himn. The life, the
Spirit, and the warfare: the power of death seeking
to destroy that Divine life.

And then, in JerusdAkxzm. How many times did
they take up stones to stone Him? How many times
did they take counsel together to put Him to death?
You see, it is the battle for this Divine life.

And what was true of the Lord Jesus was. true off
His -aposties:-Thei power of the: Spiricezme: ugmn

‘ borruppibin Peter quotes the Soriptunes sbout wis—Fibatiflet fregpnis o )
“Thburwilt not’suttier thine: Holv Une to seectnmup-4F beforathe council and' the council 88adé}6 put him%

tiom™" (@atksiii . 27)), e thiem ag
to Jesus and says: “Nor did his flesh see cmmup-
tion”* (Acts ii. 31). The whole natural course of

things was held in control. And then Paul says: “IEf

the SFirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwelleth 1n you” (Romans viii. 11). Youw see, the
power of the Holy Spirit was demonstrated in sus-
pending the power of death. And then there is that
superlative word- of the Apostle Paul: ‘“The ex-
ceeding greatness  of his power to uswardl who be-
lieve, acecerding to that workding of the strength of
his might which he wreught in Christ, when he
raised him frem the dead” (Ephesians i. 19, 20).

RESURRECTION LIFE THE: BATTLEGROUND

Well, I think you are getting clear that the su-
preme mark of the Holy Spirii’s presence is resur-
rection, but this resurrsctiom life is always the
baitleground between the two kingdoms.

Take the case of the Lord Jesus. It says: “In
him was life” (John i. 4), and remember that that is

right at the beginning of John’s Gospel and is
inked with the incarmatiiom. This Divine hfe did
not come into Jesus at some later period in His life.
It was there from the beginning. Why is the little
babe, Jesus, immediately the object of the great
murderer, Satan? That devil-controlled man,
Herod, will murder all the little boys 1n order to get
that one Boy. Satan wants to destroy that life befere
it a chance of Qf@WiﬁF up! Well, the Hely
Spirit saw to it that Herod did not succeed.

Then, when the Lord Jesus came up from the
waters of baptism and commenced His preaching
ministry, He commenced where all preaching cugint
to begin—in His own town. He went to Nazareth,
and what did He say in the synagogue there? He
took the prophet Isaiah and opened at the place
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to death. Herod decides to put him to death. He ladi
killed James, and when he saw that that pleased the
people, he took Peter also. Stephen is stoned, and
what shall we say about Paul? He said: *“In deaths
oft™. They stoned him, and tried to kill himm many
times. N

. Whatt is the reasom for alll this? It is that Divine
life. Amything or wino reslly is aff
this gift of etermal life is a marked person by Satan.
Anything that has this Divine life in it is something
that Satam cannot endure. “The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death’” (I Corinthians xv. 26).
Death is the great power of Satan, and the power of
the kingdom of Satai. Life is the power of the
Kingdom of God.

This, of course, means two or three things. The
first question arises: If this is true, Ineve we got this
Divine life? Let me put that in another way. Does
the devil leave you alone? Does the devil tolerate
you? If there is any reason to feel that the devil is
not troubled about you, that ought to be a very
great trouble to you! It is a very good sign if the
devil does not liilke youl. Dead! thiings @ue diliies of the
devil. A dead chuircth its mexear taeniilat] toy Himn -
cause it is his ally. Whether it be an iindividual
Christian, or a company of Christians, if they have
this Divine hie they will be in a battle. It is an easy
thing to say, but it 1s not so easy to experience. It is
easy to say: ‘Well, 1 believe that I have everlasting
life,’ and it is easy to say that we belleve in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, but it eloes invelve us
in a real confliet.

What I want you to take away with you is just
this. This is not just teaching about resurrection.
We are to be witnesses to the resurrection, and, as I
have said, witnessing is not even just taking the
Bible and saying: ‘Tt says in the Bible that Jesus
rose from the dead.” We must not only have a Bible,
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we must be the Bible. Why does the Lord allow the
devil to attack us? In order that the testimony of
the power of His resurrection might be manifested
in us. Paul put it this way: “Always bearing about
in the body the putting to death of Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body”
(0 Corinthians iv. 10—R.V. margin). We are the
testimony to the resurrection. “Ye shall be my wit-
nesses . . . the power of the Holy Spirit coming
upon you.”

Because that Divine life was in Jesus, in His
apostles, and in the early Church, we are in the
good of it to-day. Otherwise the best that would
have bappened-would have. been that Christianity
was a-story:in some: history books. of.two . thousand
Hzmend svabinireip AR T el TN A

o e ek wsel- b OTennins By (To:be
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PEpSS 3

FROM SEPARATION

IN our first time together we considered how
Moses was one with God in His purpose, and be-
cause of that oneness he had a very wonderful
authority for God. Then we considered how God
wanted a people, His people Israel, to be one with
Him in fulfilling His purpose, but they were so pre-
occupied with their own things and their own con-
cern for deliverance that they hardly saw anything
of the larger intention of God. God’s Word says:
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Pro-
verbs xxix. 18). The Fenton transiation says:
“Where a nation has no continuous revelation she
fades”, and yet another translation says: “Where
there is no vision the people cast off restraint,”

We ask the question: Why did Israel lack vision?
Let us see this, not in a group of people, but in cne
man—Abraham. In the pathway of Abraham’s life
we see unfolding revelation. In the beginning God
gives him a little flower bud, but in each crisis
through his life the flower bud blossoms more and
more. I suppose Abraham thought he saw a lot
when he had the first bud. It was all in the flower
bud, but it had not blossomed. You pardon me, but
I look back to the first time that the Lord seemed
to speak to me and I saw a bit of purpose—and I
thought I saw it all! You know, each petal of the
flower looks so different when it opens. Well, we
must see what is the controlling, or the governing
thing behind revelation.

e
Thas
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years ago. It might even have ceased to be a story
at all, so great was the power of the kingdom of
death against it, but because this indestructible life
was in it, and is in it, it goes on and on through the
centuries. The power of death is sometimes so
great that we wonder if we will survive and, like
Paul, we despair of life, but, as I have said so often,
up we come again! With Paul we say: “As dying,
and bebold, we live” (II Corinthians vi. 9).

This is the Kingdom of God in power in terms of
Divine life. “Whether there be tongues, they shall
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done
away” (I Corinthians xiii. 8), but that which abides
for. ever is that life which the Lord has protected
from the-garden of Eden onwards. . ;% sourgoras

contiriiled) ! ;':7:,'"* TR AT e TR

UNTO: REVELATION: FROM REVELATION
" UNTO ;WORSHIP '

We will turn first to the book of Genesis, chapter
xiii, and here we will consider how God takes
Abraham through various steps by which the fuller
unfolding of God’s purpose is before him. There is
one principle that we must get hold of. In this chap-
ter we read that the herdsmen of Lot and the herds-
men of Abraham are quarrelling, for each wants
the best watering places and the best grazing land.
Abraham tells Lot that it is not right that there
should be quarrelling among them, and in verse 9.
he says:

“Is not the whole land before thee? separate
thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the
left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou de-
part to the right hand, then I will go to the left.”

Among Bible teachers in America we have what
we call ‘the Law of First Mention’. This means that
where a term, or word, is used the first time in
Scripture it gives us the meaning it will have
throughout all of the Scriptures. Now notice: Just
as soon as Abraham turns and says to Lot: “Separ-
ate thyself”, we are going to see that immediately
following the separation God gives revelation. It
says in verse 11: “Then Lot chose him all the plain
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separ-
ated themselves the one from other”, and the word
comes again in verse 14: “And the Lord said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated from him”.
This word ‘separation’ is used three times, but im-

VIReAIERT R
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mediately after separation God can give revelation.
You see, this pictures ‘the Law of First Mention’.
Now let us see how this works.

When Abraham said to Lot: “Is not the whole
land before thee?” how much did Lot see? All Lot
could see was the best watering-places and the best
grazing land in the valley. Do you know who Lot
was looking out for? Lot was looking out for Lot!
That is why he chose the best, but he did not see the

‘whole land. He only saw, out of his own appetite,
what he wanted to see. People are so prone to say:
‘If I don’t look. out for myself, who will?’, but I

“want you.to see.who looks out for Abraham now.
Immediately after:Lot:is separated from Abraham,

God says:to -Abraham :3"Now, Abraham, you look.

out: i Lift-upinow: <thine. eyes; and look: from -
the place where thoiE art viorthward; and southward,
and eastward, and westward.” 1 think this is won-
derful, for it did seem as though Abraham had
given the very best to Lot, but, you see, Abraham
and Sarah had moved up to the mountains and they
had a higher viewpoint. Looking out through God’s
eyes Abraham could see the whole land, in all four
directions. It always works this way, but until there
is a separating, we cannot see the fuller.

If we had a whole week on this we could see the
seven separations in the life of Abraham, and how
meaningful each one is. After he was separated
from his family and country, God gave revelation.
. Separated then from his father, Terah, at Haran,
God unveiled a little more. Was it not good of the
Lord to allow Abraham to have Lot as a prop to

* lean upon for a little while? But there always comes
a time when He must take away the thing we are
leaning upon that we may learn to lean more upon
Him. Oh, how often have I seen a group of saved
young people together, but as soon as some of them
begin to press further on to the thing that God
wants, there is a separating. I want you to notice
that Lot did not move all of a sudden down to
Sodom; he just pitched his tent toward Sodom.
There have been times when I have had to put my
arm round a dear brother and say: “You are pitch-
ing your tent toward Sodom.’” He has not taken a
big move away: he is just casting his eye a bit in
that direction, Then after this separation from Lot
we find Lot falling into capitivity to the nations, or
the tribes, down in the valley, When Abraham gets

- word of this he arms his household, goes down, and
wins the battle to liberate Lot. On his way back he
meets Melchizedek, and the king of Sodom, who

" says: ‘Give me all the people you have taken cap-

tive, but, Abraham, you take all the possessions.’ I

like this separation now! “And Abram said to the
king of Sodom, 1 have lift up mine hand unto the

S1
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Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven
and earth, that 1 will not take from a thread even to
a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, 1 have made
Abram rich.” In this separation we see that Abra-
ham is not grasping for material things. Could
mere things ever really satisfy him? Because of this
separation, immediately, in chapter xv. i, we read
of the revelation that God gives him: “After these
things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward.”

Do you see.this? If Abraham. could have been
satisfied . with .the mere possessions; it would have
meant.nothing ta him: for the. Lord to.say.: 1. am..
* thy exceeding great reward.” Oh,I:have-seen‘'some:"
" of .the: Lord’s:people hav&thmgs taken away from~
them, only afterward to have them say: ‘Lord, You
are so much more wonderful now!’

You may study these separations for you.tselvcs.
There are at least seven of them, but there are that
many unveilings of God’s purpose to Abraham. We
see him being separated from Ishmael, a son whom
he loved after the flesh, but it is after he takes Isaac
up to the mount and is separated from him that the
blossom seems to open the widest. SRS .

But I want you to see something else very won-
derful. Every time Abraham has a fuller unveiling,
or revelation, he builds something. In Genesis xiii
we read in verses 14 to 17 about what Abraham
sees, and then in verse 18 we read: “Then Abram
removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain
of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an
altar unto the Lord.” What is an altar for? Altars
are always for worship. Let us see that revelation is
never for itself, but is always unto something. Every
crisis that the Lord takes us through, in which there
is a separating, is His opportunity to reveal more
of Himself to us. Oh, that we had time to follow
through these earlier chapters where we see God
revealing Himself in new names! Each new signifi-
cant name flows out through some new unveiling of
Himself. Did you ever meet someone and enjoy
fellowship with them at first, but as you began to
plumb the depth of their inner being you saw cer-
tain things that caused you to disdain? But with
another person, the more you saw into the depth of
their being the more you saw quality, character and
virtue? The English word ‘worship’ is 2 combina-
tion of ‘worth-ship’. I am finding this difficult to
explain, but the Lord must help you to see that He
is bringing us to see how much more worthy He is
than we ever realized. Each new separation brings
a further revealing, that there might be a fuller
worship unto the Lord. Remember that everything
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in the Bible is working toward the Book of Revela-
tion, and winst is e one tining) the peoplle ane dioing
there? They gather around the throne andi, because

‘have had a revelation, they are saying:
*“Wiorihy 1s the Lamip!”

In earlier days, when I would see a group of
people gathered in a meeting, 1 wanted to scold
them because they could not worship better, but,
you see, worship can only be a form unless we have
had new separations, bringing new revelations,
allowing fuller worship.

However, we must see that it is not merely out-
ward separations: -thatt-God is after, but imward

ions. Im-the book:.of -Hebrews, chapters 3
~nd 4 wee Hamera:picture-of. Isracl.and Godl's lomg-
mgdior herito-amter™
lived in the plane wherelshe:saw the miraculous axts
of the Lord, but Moses had been enrolled in Gadf's
schoolroom and lived on the plane where he could
see the ways of the Lord. Psalm cili. says: “He
made known his ways:umito Nibsess, Hiss aand sumtto
the children of Israel” (verse 7). Some people think
it 1s. quiite spiritual if they cam see the acts of God.
If He were to put a pillar of fire over this room, or
let manns fall, this morning, we would have a big
crewd tonight! But tomorrow they would come
back and say: ‘Lord, let us have two pillars!’ In
Ammerica we have so many people who live on the
‘a6l level, but 1 trust we have all been in Moses’
seheelreeth, learning the wasotfttellad].

We read in Hebrews iii. 8: *“Hawdizn not your
hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of tempta-
tion in the wildenmesss: when your fathers tempted
me, proved me, and saw my works (or acts)) fémtty
yeais. Wherefore 1 was grieved with this i
and said, They do always err in their heart; and
they have not known my ways. So I sware in my
wiath, They shall not enter into my rest.” We saw
Jast time how Israel wanted just to be at ease, but
they did not enter into real rest.

Now in chapter iv we will see this work of separ-
ating which is so necessary. In verses 11 and 12 we
read: *“Let us labour therefore to entsr imto tHaat

restt, lest any man fall aftar the same exarmyibeopf

they are worshipping Godi, but it is only with their
mentality. They try to think themselves, or feel
themselves, or will themselves, into the presence of
God. That is merely of the soul. I must confess that
for many years, when I came to the Lord’s Table, 1
did not know how to worship in spirit. It was not
just new thoughits about the Lord that I needed, but
a further unveiling of Himself by the Spirit. Do
you see how this separating of soul from spitiit camn
help bring about real revelation? And then the
High Priess takes His knife, as though to cut down
and sever joint from mariow. Camn you see that a
mere knife could never get the marvrow out of the
joints? Doctors tell. me that the marrow is so in the
bone - thad-itican™only be bolled, out: But.there;is
something ' mudii: imoxre wondierfiull>meali thast lere

—for-all the-bloodiis.made by, or in’the matrrowsTher—

marrow is the factory of the blood. Now the joint Is
always moving for activity, but because all the Life
is im the blood, there is something else that should
be the source of activity. 1 see so many people who
are bundies of busy, busy activity. What they nieed
to have revesled is the real life seurce that sheuld
contrel the jeint. Actlvity of itself is mere metien,
but Ged sits ip the marrew to centrel the jeints
ff@ffli there. The Lerd will have to revesl that t6
yeu!

But there is a third separating here. It says that
the wordl “is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart”. Here is my thhought, bat Inididien 2 tine
back of it is the real purpose, or the intention. Have
you ever had the Holy Spirit take His knife, after
you have said one thing, and say: ‘But you meant
something else’? Only God can reveal, or help ws fo
see the difference between this thought and this
intent. I have sensed through the years in meetings
that there is sometimes a strange and wonderful
cutting, ing, dividing power which can mever
be accomplished by the natural man,

I mmusst close, but what we must remember is that
it is not merely separation from. ion from
things is only that we might move umto the Lord
more fully. You can always tell a separation from,
for the person is talking about: ‘Poor me! How

unledlegf Fooribevwoed bpoddsigaiciclarahpoperer-much 1 have had to give up!’ But the one who has
ful, and shanper thamaap\noeadgigbshawdr piepdtrgindeen separated unto has seen something, and he can
even rto theediwiting asudatedfobsd uiralnsp s rimdanconly say: *Olnl! How wondenfulll” What did Abra-
of the joints and mammw;, axaldissaedisseenercofofhthe ham lose to Lot? Nothing! Godl just lifted him up

thowgdinenad dnraetstofofithbdaea’ft. "
First, we have the separation, or the dividing, af
soul and spirit. There are so many people who think

to the larger viewpoint where he could see in all
four directions.
DEV. F.
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
TO BE A PILGRIM

THE Pilgrims were tired. They were walking
against time. And now they had lost their way.
.There were five of them and they were not really
pilgrims but campers. There were five tents in the
Boys’ Holiday Camp which their Bible Class had
.organized for them. Each tent held five boys and
each tent had a name, So there were Sowers,
Heralds, Warriors, .and Ambassadors as well as
Pilgrims, and, of “cotiise; there: ‘was much rivalry
between them.: ﬁ:{ ?ﬁl’i\-‘;‘?ﬁ'ﬁ: et .: LIS TEIDEN TR

In addition t& the o ‘ordinary games and fun whmh
made their camp such a happy place there were
occasional special competitions between the differ-
ent tents. At the moment the Heralds seemed to
have the edge on the other four, but the Pilgrims
were coming up from behind and making a tremen-
dous effort to become the champions.

Today had been the day of the final Pathfinder
contest. If the Pilgrims could win this they would
finish as the champion tent. For the contest each
leader had been handed a map and a route, with
various landmarks and points of call. The five
routes were all different, but the distances were
" equal and the first party home would be adjudged
winners. They had been given packed lunches and
. set off after breakfast. Now it was late afternoon
and the Pilgrims were on almost the last lap of their
journey. They had left Westlake some way behind,
and were pressing on towards Northfield, their last
place of call before the final rush home to camp.
Time was all important and they were tired.

They had reached a place where five paths inter-
sected, and had expected to find there a signpost
which would show  which of these paths led to
Northfield. But they had been disappointed. At first
it seemed from a distance as if there were no sign-
post at all, but as they drew nearer they saw that it
was there, but it lay flat on the ground. The post
had rotted and either the wind had blown it down,
or some mischievous person had given it a last push
and made it useless. Whatever the cause, there it
. lay, and no one couid tell which of the paths was
the right one.

John, who was in charge of the party, asked for
the opinions of the other four. First to speak—as
usual—was Peter. “I feel sure that it is straight on,”
he said. “Hurry up! Let’s get moving at once or the
Heralds will beat us.” “You may be wrong, Peter,”
said John, “you often are. We mustn’t rush the
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matter.” “Come on,” urged Peter, “let’s get mov-
ing. If we find that it is wrong we may find another
sign, or we can come back and start again.” John
turned to Stephen who gave his opinion that the
correct path was the first on the left, which was
enough to ensure that James would declare his view
that it was the one on the right. Just like James,
John thought, he always has to be contrary. Of
course, he may be right. In any case this left only
Andrewand himself; so he turned to him'and‘asked:
“What about it? Is it first left, right or.straight on?”
Whether John would have accepted a two to one
majority or not, we do not know, for Andrew also
had his own ideas and thought that it was the
second on the left. “Oh dear!” exclaimed John,
“what shall we do? Every one of you wantsto go a
different way. There are four chaps and four paths.
Which is the right one?” “No” interjected Peter,
who liked his little joke, “‘there are five chaps and
five ways! Which one will you choose, John, the
one we have just come along?”

At first John was a bit nettled by this and told
Peter not to be an ass, but then an idea struck him.
“Right,” he shouted, “that is one thing we do know.
We know the path which comes from Westlake.
Come on boys, lift up the signpost and swivel it
round until the arm marked WESTLAKE points
back along the path we have come by. No, move it
round a bit more! Hold it!” They held it, and all
looked up at the five arms of the post. There was
NORTHFIELD on the arm pointing second to the
left. “Come on,” cried Andrew, letting go of the
post again, “I win!” *“This is the way,” said John,
“but we must hurry if any of us are going to win.
No more talking, you chaps. Walk! And keep on
walking!™

Great was the rejoicing that eyening in the Pil-
grims’ tent. They had just made it. And of course
the whole camp had to hear of John's detective act
with the signpost. It had been done in the nick of
time. If they had waited to argue or to investigate
further they would have been too late. But the
Pilgrims were champions. And they were very
proud of it.

At least they were until the Camp-fire Service

after supper. For in his message the Leader spoke

on looking back and read the verse about the men
who were “strangers and pilgrims” which said
“And if indeed they had been mindful of that
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country from which they went out, they would have
had opportunity to return. But now they desire a
better country . . . (Hebrews xi. 15). The Leader
said that on the whole looking back was a bad
thing, at least if it included a desire to go back,
“But there are times,” he said, “‘when a remem-
bramce of where we have come from may help to
keep us on the right road. Abraham may have seen
a signpost sometimmes whiichn pointed to UR.. Ittweas
the way back. That was the place of the old life, the
place of idols and an empty heart. He had left that
behind. Andl then if he turmed his back to Ur he
would be facing. the right direction to walk with
God. Israel often.saw signposts pointing to EGYPT

where tHwyined. come firsm; It weas dive land . of dinsir

slavery? andl: xnesriidname: S Wikan thegy turnedogidieir

backsilon Miseishrand other-prophets: told
tt%egil, dtheﬂ- would be able to walk 1h the ways
ef Ged.”

“And how about the Pilgrims? ** asiked!tiine 1 eadier
—John and Peter and the other three. Hadl they

learned their lesson? All tswe Christians have tonmedi
towards Christ, and that means turming their back
on the worldl. He asked the boys what they would
do after the camp when they got back to their
ordinary life and saw the many signposts which
pointed back to sin and self. Would they remember
that this was the way of living which they had left
behind? If they did, it would heI{) them to keep
moving in the right direction. Pilgrimms, yes and
Sowers and Herazldis and Warriors and Ambassa-
dors too, all of them should keep their old life at
their backs and look straight forward to the way of
life and blessing in Christ!

Did we say that the Pilgrims were-no longer
proud? off. their, expllviit., witlin e sigmpost?/ Rentamss
that would not be quite true. Butmwoxs ithmm/proud#”
they.were grateful.: Grateful - to :be reminded{wever
to look back, except to gain fresh help for moving
forward. That is the way for pilgrimms. Andi that is
the way in which pilgrinis become champions.

H. F.

THE SILENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY AND THE ACTION OF FAITH

%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁgﬁgﬂﬁmgﬁ A CRISIS BROUGHT ABOUT BY HUMAN FAILURE
andl a gremt aaad ssroorgg winad reemt thee moourdids)s,  In both of the instances from which we have read|
and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but there was a crisis. Im the first it was a crisis in the
the Lord was not in the wimndl: and after the wind! life of a prophet, and in the second a crisiis in the
an eamfnuakies bhrthbd baddwannooinnfibhestith-life of a king. Im both cases the crisis had been
quake ;andaftbicthtnemreiitivabelesiad) iniietherdordbrought about by human weakness and failure.
was not in the fire: and after tieefitecassiill ssnadill Elijah had inwardlly collapsed and asked the Lord
voises’ (1 Klidiggxiix 1 1,11 23). to take away his life. It was human weakness and
fallure. In the second case Jehoshaphat had made
“And he said|, Thus saith the Lord, Make tthis 8n slllance with Ahab’s son. While Jehoshaphat
vallyfiall bfftteanhbsesF Srothtnusaithi thetHookdy i e Y e hifmself was a man almost blameless in his own
shalll reoxt seewiiisdgl nev bweseainierygiathatharacter and one of the outstanding men of truth
vallloyshin#| bb @ifikd onici iwwverte emdne yaalhabigkinkfor Ged in the difficult years of the divided king-
bottnyeanddygan centtlarahgoipubdasastd néindishss idlem, yet he did some unwise things and one of
but a ligfnt tHhitgoiintHee sSpdintoff tHae Larelt: Heewdllll these was getting Into touch with allowing him-
also didhree e A dabirescinrotyoyer hdrd 11 Kingsngsself to be drawdn Into this conspiracy to go out in

iii. 16-18).

THESE are two very well-known stories and you
have had many messages from the Lord based on
them. There are truly many things in the whole of
these two incidents of considerable spititusll wellies,
but for now I want to concentrate upon one thing
alone which will not be new to you, but which has a
new and stronger emphasis in my own heart. It is, I
believe, something of preciousness, wrapped up in a
great deal more in these recordis.
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campaign against the Moabites. 1t was human
fallure which brought about the great difficulty and
something which threatened absolute disaster.

THE TRIUMPH OF THE GRACE OF G&DD

But while it is true that there was a crisis in both
cases and in both cases a crisis brought about by
the weakness of husmamity, yet we see the triumph
of the grace of Godl, a glorious issue from all just
because of Divine gpzes.
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THE SILENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY

Now the point upon which I am focusing at the
nioment is the silence of sovereignty and the sove-
reignty in Divine silence when the Lord’s people aue
invelved. There are times, of course, when the Lord
breaks silence and comes out in a terrible manifes-
tation of majesty, of might, unto destruction. But
that 1s net His normal way and specially not His

, hormal way with His people and with His servants.
' His normall way is silence. Im both of these in-
stances, as you see, there was a great silence which

.. . embodied tremendous power in which the mighty

sovereignty, of God “was-bound up. It is really a
matier of the Holy Spirit in relation to the covenant
gufpose of-God* and?itf yellation - to ¢the .Lord’s
ensuitffor T talleSitithat the still, small voice (or,
a6 the margin has'itr'that'voice of gentle stillness) is
very typical of the Holy Spirit, if it was not the H@_lz
Spirit Himself. I also take it that those waters
eame dewn to save the situation in that terrible
6fisis in the life of Jehoshaphat are typicall of the
Hely Spifit, but how silently they came! He was
et iA the whirlwind, net in the hurricane, fiet in the
earthguake, net in the fire—it must have been ve
jous reund abeut!—Mut in the veiee 6§
g stillness. “Ye shall net see wind, Reither shail
g §88 Fain¥, 1ndeed, you will see nething unkl it has

How typical this is of very much of the mighty

* sovereign actiivity of the Holy Spiritt! Take each of
these instances. Elijah: well, the situation did seem

. to demand some tremendous demonstration "off
* Divime power. Although there had been that won-
derful demonstration on Mount Carmel, it did seem
that Jezebel was even so in the place of greater
power than Elijah at the moment. How strange a
thing this human nature is, how deceptive and
desperately sick these human hearts are! Even
when we have seen much of the mighty werks ef
God, how utterly despondent we can become after
all, 1t is true, as James says, that “Elijah was a fan
of like passlons with us” (v. 17), but put it reund the
other way and it 1s Just as true, we are peepis of the
same lnfirmities as Elijah. Humen nature is the
safne everywhere and it did at any rats at this peint
68 a§ theugh a migjhty demenstration of Piviae
pewer was the enly thing that eeuld resulf IR SWE-

, vival for the servamt of God and what he repre-
sented, the Lord’s covenant purpose. Sometimes it
secems that the indispensable necessity and irredu-

» cible mimimumm is some sovereign act, unmistak-
able in its cleammess of dizfimition, something that no
one could fail to acknowledge as an act of God that
has saved the situation. It needs God’s intervention

for the situation to be saved and the vessel of the
Lord to be vindicated. God mnust mow dip something
that perhaps He had never done before. This can be
true to our own personal spirituall experience, it
may be true to the work of God with which we are
bound up, it may be true as to the whole testimony
of the Lord involved in the worldl. The situation
might just now be something like that for many
people on this earth wiitlin il giimg) i e ememy, all
being lost.

A CRISIS OF ENLARGEMENT .

It seemed like the end for-Elijah and I would not
like to have been the man to argue with Inmrait that
point fori I am*penfisciily: sunee tiett J-coudd . notenayesy ;;
fmoved hinn or persuaded, num. that thongs '

7as bad asthey seemed. No, it was settled for himi”
that this was an end. The best thing to do would be
for him to pass eut, to die. But what so strongly
and desperately seefied like an end was reslly a
eHisis ef enlarsemment. There is no doubt abeut it
that the intr f of Elisha after this crisis was
for enlargement. Elisha inherited a deuble pertion
ot Bis fﬁﬁt@f@ spifit and earried 6 his werk with
mi?ﬁ% enlargement. Apd it all #urned en this very
How was this rezlly a crisis of enlargement? It
was not by a hurricane. God did not just sweep in
at this point with the irresistible wind carrying all
before it. It was not in the earthquake, upheaving
and overturming everything, shattering and break-
Ing. It was not in the fire, consuming and bummiing
and destroying. The ciisis of enlargement did not
€efne in any of those ways or In like these
things. It came in a velce of gentle stilness, a still
sthall veiee.

We pass on to the other incident in the life of
Elisha. The emergency'had arisen by reason of those
who had embarked upon this campaign against the
Moabites in the foolishness of an unequal yoke, a
forbidden association, an alliance with the house-
hold of Ahab and with Samaria. Jehoshaphat and
Jeheram went out to the wilderness, they went to
the battle, and in the wilderness their water supplies
save eut, Disaster threatened and was imminent,
The whele ef their army—and It would seem that
that arny was all that Israel ceuld put inte the
fielgl—za1ad t Hee wHodle naatinn weas ilivedheéad i tHids
terrible threat. You knew what happened. Jehoram
said, ‘Ged has breught us out to destrey us’. That
is the reaction of unbelief. We need not put the
blame objectively on to Jehoram. When we get Into
situations such as this, there s always that inside
us which will say, ‘The Lokd is against us, He in-
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tends toflinisihus now’. Jehoram ttw ttrett attitiudie.
But Jehoshaphat, a man of God, turned to the Lord,
called for a prophet and the result was: ‘The Lord
will make this valley to beffillediwith water".

THE CALL TO FAITH TO ATT

In such a situation the call is to faith to act. Faith
is called upon to act when all seems hopeless, just to
act. Here God is not accepting passive faith, He
calls for action, the action of faith. The valley was
there. What do you want more than a valley if you
are going to have a;river? The natural situation
seemed to besuffitienttto provide. God wiitiin 2 chan-
nel,; tutt Godl isnmipyait:taking thet.. Heisags, “You
dig In: thehvallevziTheresziszsomething: extra-
calletffor frofit:

That-tseemst:: )

situation itself is sufficient, it provides the Lord with
a groumil No, that is passive. Im this situation you
have to- do something, about it in faith, to go the
extra, to take action.’ I am sure you see the point.
So often we are in a situation which seenis to be
most suitablle for anything the Lord would do, a
situation which is itself a ground for the Lord.
What more does the Lord want? He wants some
ggtiiogh on your part right in that situation, the action

alth.

How often a new practiical committal has been
God’s way when all seems lost. Some of us remnesm-
ber how in the First World War when the whole
situation seemed lost, when France was well-nigh
overrun and the enemy was carrying everything
before him and the slaughter was tertible, Field-
Marshal Haig was asked, 'Wlm are you golng to
do?’ His answer was, T am going to take the
offensive’, and he did and tumedl the wheole thing.
When it seemed hopeless he took the ecffensive,
Very often that is what the Lord calls for when
things are like that. He calls on us to do something,
fiot to throw up our hands and say that the da iﬁ
lost, but In falth to de something. They h
mele ditches in the valley.

The story is told and the lesson is very patent. A
seemingly hopeless situation exists which can be
put down: to our foolishness, our folly, our weak-
ness, our failure. There is a good deal for which we
can blame ourselwss* if we want to, if we are so
inclined, but the grace of God still abounds and tie

of God says, “You are Mine, nothing is hope-
less lf you are Mine. If you are bound up with My
covenant purpose, nothing is hopeless, I am going
to fulfil it." Alll that is left for you to do is to take
the attitude of faith and to act upon it. However
badlly you may feel about your own weaknesses and
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muistakes, however badly you may feel about the

situation as an impossible and hopeless one, you

belong to the Lord and His covenant purpose is

bound up with you and therefore nothing is fiiredljy
hopeless. But you must believe that and you must

do something about your belief. Yow must act in

faith, rise up and act.

So these people, these soldiers, turmed! to dijggjimg),
digging ditches in a valley, doing something that
seemed to be unnecessary, and the result was that
there came waters. Where from? Well, there came
waters, that is all. There was no sound of rain, no
seeing of rain, no sound of wind, nothing ocular andi
nothing aural, just a quiet, silent movemenit®of . the
Spirit of God. Tt just happened. Andl M’mﬂwqyyl
goinginbeyery lagaelietBatls FEII000

fdumﬂirloo]:i‘n;y%fﬁmr ijpraying -for, expectmg?* some-
mighty shattering intervention of Godi in our situz-
tion, the evidence and the proof that Godl is with
us, something that we can lay hold of, something
to which we can point, something that we cam negpontt
on. But it does not happen and again and again
when we have ‘passed most critical points in-our
history, when we have turned most serious cormers;,
we have to ask outselves how we did 1t, how it came
ass. Well, It just happened. It undoubtedly in-
vo ved very grest er on the part of God and
there 1s no doubt that if He had not dene it, there,
wotld have been disaster. But it Is done. How? We
thought this and thet, we thought the Loerd must
come this way er that way, we were showing Him
the way, telling Him what He must do, and He
Pever came eur way, Hie never didl it like thet a all.
It just, se te speak, h d. We are on like
that. It may be frem tife te time that the Lerd will
shew His hand. He is the Ged 6f the sugltian leap &5
thueh as He is the Ged ef the leng preeess, but

Aermally the w% of faith is this way: silently—

almest imper —witheut any pewer to detect
that He is d@iﬁg it, itis B@iﬁg dene:

It is not just that we get over the stile and con-
tinue across another field until we come to another
stile. This is a way of enlargement and God is en-
larging in this way, silently, almost imperceptibly.
He is going on with His covenant . That is
the larger part of the Church’s history. If we could
write the whole history of the Church now, or rezdi
it, we should findl that while there have been times
when Godi broke in in wonderful ways, they are
much fewer than those periods in which God
silently andl hiddenly worked and did marvellous
thm s, kept His Church going, but kept His Church

e way of enlargement. And that is the story of

our own inner experiences.
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I feel this may be a word for us as a people and
perhaps for some in their own spirituzll 1ifke. If yow
are expecting the Lord to do some extraordiinany,
miraculous thing in your situation, it may never

What God does intend and has intended
will happen, if we will believe Hiin and act on our
belief. That does sometimes mean launching out on
to water where it would be easy to sink If it were
not for the Lord. *“Ye shall not see wind, neither

shall ye see rain, yet that valley shall befiilledtiwith
water: and ye shall drink . . .™ and “there came
water””, That is all. Not in the hurricane, the earth-

uake or the fire, but in the voice of gentle stillness
they turmed the corner and got through the crisis.
For Elijah it was followed by the command of God
to anoint Elisha. God’s answer to such situations is
enlargement, not less but more.

F‘THE.HOLY _CITY, NEW JERUSAILLEN™
A10.* THE GREATNESS OF'GOD’S GRACE' IN JESUS CHRIST:

Reading): Psahm .
“I Jesus hawe semt mine angsl to testiffy

171,.1003)/41 18]
thesetHinggy o thé e leimavodsed. dranththoro atraiwhahe
offtsyingg o f [izaid( ¢ Hae bighhtthehenmedngngyatar’

(Revelation xxii. 16).

I THINK it is a.very wonderful thing that the
Bible almostfiinisheswith a word about David, and
I think that you will agree with me. Here, right at
the end, our Lord is sayimg: “I Jesus . . .. am the
root amdl the offspring of David.” “As the root,
David came from Me. As the offspring I came from
David.” That is why the Lord here calls Himself by
the simple name of Jesus. He says: ‘I Jesus have
sent mine angel.” Now the Apostles and New
Testament teachers very rarely used that name, for
they almost always spoke of Him as the Lord Jesus,
or Jesus Christ our Lord. It was very rare for them
just to use His name ‘Jesus’, because that was the
name before His resurrestion and exaltation.
‘Jesus’ was the name of His hunilisation, the name
of the One who died for us, the One who was made
sin in our place. ‘Jesus’ was the name of the
Saviour: ‘“Thou shalt call his name Jesus; foF it is
he that shall save his people from their sins” (Ofkat-
thew 1. 21), ‘Jesus” was the name of the One whe
“huntbled himself, becoming obedient even unte
death, yea, the death of the cress” (Philippians ifi-
8). And here, right at the end of everything, ke
says: “T Jesuws™—1l Jesus . . .. am the reet and
offspring of David.”

David! That name brings back many things to
us. David was the greatest king that Israel ever hadi,
but what was his greatness based upon? We have
read that Psakm, but did you notice the imscription
at the head of it? Here it is:

“A Psalm of David: when Nathan
the prophet came unto him, after he
had gone im tio Battin-stetiea’’*

This Psalm is one of the most terrible things in the
Bible! It is the Psalmm of a man whose heart is
broken because of his sin and because of the ter-
rible nature of it. Do you remember the story? <
There was a man named Uriah and he had a very
beautiful wife. At a time when Israel went out to
battle David, instead of going out with his forces,
went up on to the housetop, and from there he saw
this very beautiful woman. His passions rose within
him and he saidl: ‘T must have that woman! She is
already mariied to Uriah, but I nust have her somms-
how.’ So he said to his captaiins: ‘L want you to
t Urlah 18 the front rank of the army andl fhen go
ard to meet the enemy. Then, when the enem
attacks, let the army fall back and leave Urla
alene.’ That is what they did and, ef eourse, the
plan sueeeeded. Uriah was killed, and then David’s
eaptains eame back and said: ‘Uriah is dead’
David sent te Uriah's wife, Bath-sheba, and said:
‘Utiah is dead. Come and be my wife.’ Se David
got Bath-sheba, as he had planned, but the Lerd
sald t8 Nathan, the prophet: ‘Ge to David and #eli
him 3 parable of A peer man whe had but ene
eep, and of angther man whe had many shesp,
i § fan whe had the many shesp stele the ene
{ttle shesp belenging te the peer man’ ARd as
Pavid listened te the stery his wiath rese within
him andl he sai@: ‘The man whe weuld de a thi
like that is werthy of death. He shall die!’ Amn
Nathan sai@: ‘Theu art the man!’ David had eonn-
mitted muraer by planning to de §6, and, do you
knew; by deing that he had put hifmself Hght eut-
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side of all the Lord’s sacrifices for sin. The laws of
God through Moses had provided for a sacrifice for
every other kind of sin. There was even a sacrifice
for the man who killed somebody by accident, for
the man who did kill somebody but had never
intended to do so, but for the man who thought it
out and planned it, then carried it out, there was no
sacrifice. That was called ‘blood-guiltiness’, and
there was no sacrifice provided by God for that.
Such a man might bring his offerings, his sacrifice
and his burnt offerings, but God would take no
pleasure in them, and that is where David was in
Psalm1i:

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
lovmgkmdness . . .. Wash- me - throughly from
mine- 1mqu1ty, and: cleanse me"from my ‘sin..

My-sin-is ever before me; Against thee, thee only. _",_u NLE
have T sinned,”and “done:that which is evil in-thy *

sight. . . . Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
¢clean; wash me, and I shall 'be whiter than snow.

. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take
not thy holy spirit from me. . . . Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation.

. . Thou delightest not in sacrifice; else would I
give it: thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering.”

Dayvid is saying: ‘I have not anything that I can
offer. I have put myself outside of all God’s pro-
vision. My condition is absolutely hopeless, but for
one thing, and that one thing is Thy grace.’

Do you think now that it is a wonderful thing
that the Bible ends with: “I am the root and off-
spring of David”? To put that in another way, the
Bible ends by saying that God’s grace is greater
than the greatest sin, and is sufficient for the man
who has no hope. I think it is 2 wonderful thing that
after this God did make David so great, so that his
name is one of the greatest names in history.

Solomon was the second son of that woman Bath-
sheba, and the very name ‘Solomon’ means for us
the greatest glory in the Bible. Jesus Himself will

acknowledge that. He spoke of *even Solomon in
all his glory” (Matthew vi, 29), but “a greater than
Solomon is here” (Matthew xii. 42). First of all, you
have this wonderful greatness of Solomon from a
man who had sinned like David. How can you ex-
plain that? It is explamed because a “greater than
Solomon is here”. In what way is Jesus greater than
Solomon? Because He will take someone who has
gone to the deepest depths of sin and raise them to
the highest place in glory. That is greamess indeed!
It is the greatness of the grace of God which has
been brought to us in Jesus.

“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things for the churchas.” What is the greatest
testimony of Jesus in the Church? It i is what Paul .

. calls “the excccdmg nches of his grace (Epheslans'.;-

rwp:»w

“So we end Sur studles in Revelatlon upon this
very high and glorious note. Jesus says: “Tam . . .
the root and offspring of David”. Fancy Jesus asso-
ciating Himself with David! That is grace indeed!

But remember that there was something in
David. ‘If there is no sacrifice provided by Moses
for my sin, there is a sacrifice provided by Jesus.’
David said: “Thou delightest not in sacrifice .
thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering. The sacri-
fices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”

The message speaks for itself. It is too great, too
wonderful for words! How great is the grace of
God in Jesus Christ! And the way into that grace
is not by any works that we can do, nor by any
offering that we can make. It is by a broken and a
contrite heart that comes to the cross of Jesus and
sees there God’s sacrifice for sin which no other
sacrifice can put away.

And so we sing:

“Plenteous grace with Thee is found;
Grace to cover all my sin.”

(Concluded)

DIVINE ORDER—IN CHRIST (I)

WE have opened our meeting with the singing of
| very old hymn—*Tell me the old, old story’. And
vhen we have sung ‘Tell me the old, old story’ so
reartily, we are confronted with the most difficult
hing that has ever been called for by angels and
nen. To put the story of Jesus and His love to
nusic is to employ the whole range and compass of
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every note of every octave, and then to want more
notes. It reaches the highest; it goes down to the
deepest. It is the very range and compass of His
Person and His work that show how great He is;
so much greater greatness than all others. It is the
universality of the Lord Jesus that is His suprem-
acy. There is no language or tongue in all human
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speech into which that story cannot be interpreted,
which cannot grasp something of its meaning. That
has been proved, and is being proved continually—
it compasses all language and all languages. Al-
though 1t has taxed and over-taxed the greatest
intellects of all the ages, it is enjoyed, appreciated
and loved by the simplest and the most unlearned.
It meets the problems and difficulties of the mature
and the aged, and yet it s the delight of little chil-
diren. OF &lll the various temperaments into which
the human race Is classified, there Is no tempera-
ment that dees not find 1n Him something to meet
its ewn peeuliar problems and demands. Jesus andl
His leve are an ocean of the profoundesk. mysteries
anereRRciHEg He is a mine of inexhaustible wealth,
1A a¥erd;;itis foing to:take &l leriidy {6 revest
His fulldess\/That-is what: we awre wp agpimst-wihemn
we so easily sing: ‘Tell me the old, old story.” It
just cannot be told!

But it may be that in these hours of our fellow-
ship together a little more of the light of that story
will break upon our hearts. There is a phrase in the
Word: ‘Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty;
they shall behold the land of far diistamnces”, andl died
two-fold statement can quite truly, and righdly, be
applied to Him. He is the King in His beauty; and
He is also the Land of Far Distances.

Now, to come into a living relationship with the
Lord Jesus is to come, sooner or later, to the im-
passe of the incomprehensible, and we just have to
say: ‘Lord, Youw are beyond me! Lord, I cannot
comprehend; Youw are too much for me!’ That, of
course, on the one side, means difficulties, for it
puts- us into a difficult position in that we cannot
trace Him, follow Hiim, and understand Him. But,
on the other side, we would not have it otherwise;
we would net have a ‘little’ Christ whem we could
comprehend and altogether understand with our
little minds. No, He is beyend us altogether, and
what yeu and 1, as His people, ave destined 1o come
te if we g 6n with Him, is just this: that He is ever
reaehing farther and farther beyend us, and @i
us§ 8ut Esyeﬁd eurselves, beyend eur reseuress 6
mind and will, yet drawing Us en,; and Malking us
knew that we have get 16 g6 6R. We just eahnet
stand still; we have o g8 en.

Now, dear friends, the Bible rests upon one
tremendous affinmation, upon a truth which it
affirms in a thousand different ways, and that trutthn
is this: that everything related to the great destiny
for which man was created is bound up insepawaiily
with the knowledge of Christ. Youw have two tre-
mendous things there: the greatness of the destiny
for which man was created—and the Bible has avay
great deal to say about that, That destiny, that great
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Divine purpose in creatiomn, demands for its realiza-
tion the knowledge of Jesus Christ; it is bound up
with the knowledge of God’s Son. Within that com-
pass of Divine purpose we have man’s creation,
man’s redemption and salvation, man’s transforma-
tion, man’s glorification, and then man’s eternal
vocation. These ate all features of the great purpose
of man’s creation and 1 repeat them: salvation,
transfornation, glorificatien, and eternal vocation,
and all that rests upon the knowledge of Jesus
Christ. None of it Is possible without knowing Him.

We look at a little child from the day that it
comes into this world, and the one thing the parents
are watching for contimuzilly, and waiting) for, is the
sign-of intelligence. For. the normal dixellopmenitof
aihumah life is marked by growing mtlligmresithat
is;in:the-first place, the; aillity to idbemtifyzabjects:
It is very simyile, but very mesll, winan, st of 211, tie
parent is able to recognize that the child knows him
or her—the child identifies. And so its dievelopment
of its very life 1s marked by this growi am?ﬁ intell-
gence, this ability to Identify ebjects, then to
interpret and grasp their meaning. It comes so
slewly, and yet it is there. Te applly these receg-
fized, identified ebjeets to el wedlies, € futi
thefn to aecount, to knoew that they fean this, and
that they are meant for this or that; the applieatien
of their intelligenee to gifﬂéﬁéﬁi needs ef situations
=1 say these are the indieations ef nermal aevelep-
hent and itis Along the line of stowdng invellisencs:

If that is true in the natural, it is equally true im
the spirituzll. The mark of spiritusdl growth, the
growth of the spirituel life, is this power to recog-
nize the meaning of Christ; to identify Himn in
things; to interpret Him—the power to infpret
Him and to explain Him; and then to apply Him to
practical situations, our own and others. That is
‘knowing’ dhe Lord. AndiTlssayaaait) tietitstiewdsy
of spiritiugl growth to full manheed, to the fulfil-
ment of the ultiate vocation. Andl let it be receg-
nized at ence that what s true In the natural s true
in the spititual in this sense—Ged created man wiith
an ebject. A life has missed Its way and purpose if
it fulfils ne veeatien and if it becernes an end i
itself. Veeation is the ebjest, the end, of all life and
all develepment. That i§ true in the spiritual 1.
The Bible reveals progress toward elennal vocation,
aRd essentially aleng the line ef spiriual iltalid-
genes, er the knewing ef Ehrist.

THE PRE-EMINENT FACTOR INl LIFE

God has placed supreme importance upon this
very basis. Hear His Word: ‘Thus saith the Lord,
Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither
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let the mighty man glory in his might; let not the
:lilﬁhl man gloryin his riches; butlet him that glorieth
£y in this, that he understandeth and knoweth

{4@ Above all other things in which men do or
nay glory, Gadl puts this, with His tremendous em-
fHaadis: Thus saithh the Lord. The sugile;le thing
vith Him is to understand and to know

We have read how the Lord Jesus put this matter
n relation to the most vital thing, even that of
gteyinal life, and there is no more vital thing than
hat. In one sense eternal life is the key to the Bible.
‘And this is life etermal, that they may know thee,
he only true God, andl: him whom thou didst send,
esuds Christ™ (ﬁmgl/?bs)]ﬂlge etermnd|, widh the
-ordjJesusiiis: pbn' haSizisab] jorewiiigg
Fin-JHaaffh

evelation of * Jesus'Clumstt its now standing at the
ate of eternity and coyjnigtg : .. . that I may know
Tiiom.. -7 You might say that that was the cry
it wh:cln Paul entered into heaven. And along-
ide of that, you remember, he saidl: “Il count all
giingss 8o be loss for the excellency of dine kwwiledige
f Christ Jesus my Lord™ (Philippiansiii. $). Net to
e lemviigy detenifiieirdsls s stdos eyeRvigg fder
rowing is along thag line. Thr kao e%ge of chfist
b the beginning of salvation; the knowledge
st 1s the whole meaning of the chﬁsﬁaﬁ life,
le kinowledge of Christ is Ged’s metive in all dis-
%pﬁﬂe and trainivg. You and I find eurselves in
ose hands of the “Father of eur spirits”, whe i§
uiting us through a hard school, and en a diffieult
iay. Andl ﬂﬁeam&?mﬁl wihich sheulld Ay be
1 our heerts is not “Wiy?’ %@Hi@@'@@iiﬁg§ With
§ i) & genersl sense, hor any PRGHIAILY
Waatd@ ou want fme te learh mw?
{ere of Christ that T am te u @E
{eans?” Fer, 1 repeat, all the deahﬁg§ of @88' M
§ have But this ope thing iR View: suf
§ o @Hﬂﬁ the knewl of € Fé/
ef @Bﬂ§
rd, Bt it 18 het
iﬂi@adi {8 UnEsF a&i We 868 1
le answer to aﬂ QuF usgﬁem ahd ur BreBlems,
ad gggpeeema the apswer 8ve W

m of % eFy will e the knewi
tha

E@%ﬁ‘&&ﬂ%ﬁg i Eeﬁgi%% %Isae{ Wiﬂ FE §|
i W

§suﬁd§ a §£faﬁgs Y

EEXr dléiﬁﬁut e wﬁ g aveﬁ%eeﬁ “Bfeu m

§%4 %HH% We have ok

ysg te §ee §8i?ﬁ8‘t’hi!ﬂ@ ef € {s Q¥

g lery! He Beeeme uf efy %&?{-y 8
@t u§t §eme fidg of an exte Hgfg ¥

4& i§ a state of heart, it 18 g @l il

waitication, and pessesyon of 8 full exp aﬁaﬁeﬁ
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has been explained We say: ‘T know becwse—that“
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and understanding. That will be wonderful ! So the
knowledge of Christ will be the very essence ot
glory.

Buit having said all that, mark you, this is not, in
the first place, a knowl in the reason, nor the
satisfying of the natural mind and intelligence. This
knowledge of Christ is essentially, in thefirsttplace,
spiritual knowledge. It is what we might call ‘life-
knowledtge®. It means life; it brings hfe; it is hfe; we
know by life. We may not yet be able to interpmt it
in human language, even to our own satisfaction, or
be able to explain it, but we have conie ikt BRaTwW-
ledge of the Lord which has brought life and which
is 1ifyThis is life -. . . that they may kinowr.” This :
kmd"of knovgjng is life-kmwbm and is altogetbef :
despactiurti wralmtellim%wwﬂb ..mlv ;

3 TaowvbBdense th

meets my heart need, because somethi
iﬁmethfoughthat. It bas brou
ife/ That is spiritual knewiedge.

Amd it is by way of experience. The Lord’s
school of instructiiom, traimimg), teaching, is not.to
tell us things, or to write them in a book for us to
study and memorize, and then say: ‘We know
now!’ This is not a mamual education at all..It is
the education, the knowledge, that comes by experi-
ence, and experience simply means that sometning
has been done Ir us by a certain process. We kinow
in that way. We know the Lokd 1n our constitution,
aﬁdi hew miuch better 1t 1s to knew Hinn censtitu-

omndlly=thaatiss, innoaurbbhigg. Hdehhasbbeearaecaa
eur being, and not Just something explaifed
auf gl

That is the way in which we leanmn Christ. It is

very practical—deeply practical.

has hap-
e inte

CHRIST, THE: EMBODIMENT OF HEAVENLY ORDER

That is all by way of leading up to our present
particular consideration. You will realize, in the
light of this little that has been said, that Christ is
many-sided, vari-sidsdl. He is far too great to be
comprehended, though we spent all our days Vil
to do so. Amd we cam only look at Hiim from tinneto
time from particular standipoinis.

In the hijght of the situation in the world, and in
the Church, and churcines, I have been very greatly
exercised about one thing. I have put it aside as
being too difficult, but I am compelled to face it. It
is concerning Divine ordier. Offall the ways im wiichh
Christ is to be known unto life and unto growth,
there is one way in the Word of God which, we
might be tempted to say, is supremely important—
though we could say that of every way in which He




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 46 - SearchabkqAY

is to be known. However, that one way is this: To
rightly understand Christ is to see that He relates
to a heavenly and eternal order of things.

That word ‘order’ lies right at the back of every-
thing in the Bible. Everything that the Bible has to
say to us is related to an eternal order that God in-
tended to obtain in this universe. And His key to
that order, without which nothing of all His glorious
purpose is possible, is Christ. The Person of Christ
is the very embodiment of all the principles of a
universal order. If we could comprehend, discern,
understand and know Christ, we should see that in

that one universal Person are gathered up all the .

laws of a great heavenly order.
--We-are told that“in Him, through Him, by Him,

" and‘unto ‘Hin‘were: all'thinigs created’. His creative -

activity:at:work’isimarked. by:a marvellous. order, . -

and we shall say more “about this as we go on.
Creation, as it comes from His hand, as it is. pro-
jected by Him, is a marvellous system of co-ordin-
ated forces and objects in a wonderful relatedness
and harmony. Everything is in its own place, every-
thing is in its own time and everything has its own
function. And so you could go on, but, I repeat, we
will come back to it.

His redemptive work, the whole of the redemp-
tive work of the Lord Jesus has this one thing in
mind: the recovery of a lost order. He stands in
His Person, in His creative work, and in His re-
demptive work, related to this whole matter of an
eternal, heavenly order.

Let me pause here with a parenthesis lest you
should be as near despair as I have been in this
matter,

Everything seems positively to contradict what I
am saying, especially concerning the Holy Spirit;
that is, that the Holy Spirit, who is the custodian of
the whole purpose of God concerning His Son, is
occupied with this matter pre-eminently—a heav-
enly order; the will of God as it is done in Heaven
to be done eventually on this earth in like manner.
If you want to know the meaning of the Holy Spirit
—and this will perhaps be a suggestion to you if
you turn again to the Word—the answer is here.
The Holy Spirit is meticulous about order, He will
not overlook disorder. For Divine order to be over-
looked, violated, ignored or frustrated, is to per-
petuate the loss, the suffering, the disappointment
and the despair of the creation, for the hope of the
creation lies in the direction of God having it ac-
cording to His order. This is the matter with which
the Holy Spirit is supremely concerned.

You might well interject: “Is that really true,
seeing that things are as they are, everywhere and
in everything?” The answer is twofold. Firstly, the
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fact is proved by the condition. Where the Divine
order has been violated, a condition arises which
clearly indicates arrested maturity and a limitation
of spiritual measure. It shows that what could and
should have been, and what God intended, has been
missed and lost. There may be the illusion—the
seemingly pleasant illusion—of a false liberty and
freedom to do as you like, but, in truth, things are
less and other than God meant. The New Testa-
ment includes for our instruction for all time a
document which is the classic on immaturity due fo
disorder. It is the First Letter to the Corinthians.
The situation is summed up in a sentence: “I . . .

* could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as

unto cammal, as.unto babes in Christ. I fed you with
milk, not with meat; for ye.wereinot:yet-able?. (jii. -

1, .2). Then.there follows: the explanation~ofthat

arrested growth. Twice the Apostle uses the word

“for”, meaning ‘because’, ‘for these reasons’, and

the reasons? disorder. The rest of the whole letter
is occupied with the disorders and the Apostle’s
labour to correct them. It would be quite difficult to
find in the New Testament a stronger proof of this
fafit that spiritual maturity is governed by Divine
order.

- The second thing to include in our judgment of
things is that eternity is governing this matter,
While the Lord wants as much as can be of Heav-
enly order in time, especially in the Church, the
churches and the individual, and there can only be
limitation of Christ in each if His order is ignored,
violated and disregarded (undoubtedly this explains
the poor level of Christian life), it will be in eternity
that measure will be the criterion of position and
vocation. The Apostle tries to say something about
this eternal difference in glory and position here-
after in chapter xv.

We may be responsible for the upsetting or con-
travening of God’s order and seem to get away with
it, but no Christian believes that what we do in this
life is the end. We have always to reckon with
Romans xiv. 10 and II Corinthians v. 10. The
Apostle includes himself: “we . . . all”.

So eternity bears down upon time, and time is
revealed in eternity. When God’s Kingdom comes,
it will be perfect order!

Now we return to our main line: God is a God of
order. But there is a personal evil intelligence in this
universe who is God’s arch-enemy and, as such, is
the instigator of all disorder. He is called “‘the god
of this world” (or age) and *“the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience” (what an
enlightening phrase—*“children of disobedience”).
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