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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBIECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13—, | till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulpess of Christ: that we be no longer
children .

It is not ccnnected with any ‘Movement’,
* Organization ’, * Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ”. Its
gomg forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its * attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet 1o be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
* subscription °, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
*A Witness and A Testimony”, 13, Honor Oak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S. E. 23, England, All
cheques should be made payable to  Witness and
Testimony Ajfc’, The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

* Personal *  letters should be addressed tw
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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EDITORIAL

WHEN WE CANNOT SEE THE WAY
“ Thy way was in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters ” (Psalm Ixxvii. 19).

You will notice that the above words are taken from one of the eleven Psalms bearing the name
of Asaph. You will also know that “ Asaph the seer ™ (II Chron. xxix. 30) was one of David’s leaders
of music ; he was both choir-master and composer of words and music as well, But in this Psalm we
meet the choir-master in doleful mood. He has lost his song and his music.

Asaph is deeply and heavily depressed ; he is having a bad time. As he looks out on the situation
(whatever it was), and contemplates his predicament, he goes deeper and deeper into the Slough of
Despond, and begins to ask questions about God Himself—His mercy, His faithfulness, His kind-
ness. The lights are all out along that street, and there is—apparently—no way out.

But, as is always the case with a true servant or child of God, there comes a point at which a
reaction sets in.

The Sun will be found shining again and the song will return ; but. as in the natural, so in the
spiritual, the new day is first heralded by faint streaks of dawn, declaring that the turning-point be-
tween night and day has been reached. Verse 10 seems to be that point of crisis: “ I satd, This is my
infirmity ”. * This is really not the Lord. This is not the beginning and the end of the story. This is
myself! T am making God after my own miserable image. 1 am redacing God to my own tempera-
mental complexion.” We, too, may do that sort of thing, and indeed we often do. It may be very real.
But, however real, we must always take account of our * infirmity ”, our constitutional or tempera-
mental or dispositional limitation,

But even before that lifting of the eyes from the earth to a larger horizon, Asaph had taken a step
toward the sunrise. “ 1 call to remembrance my song in the night ” (v. 6). By that, he did not mean
that he would call to mind the fact that he had been more cheerful in the past, and would remember
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that he had sung even in the night. It was not just the fact that he had sung: it was what he had
sung. There was a night—either literal or spiritual—when, his eyes being held waking (v. 4), he
had composed a song for the choir, What was the song about?

Well, what is all the trouble about? The focal point of, and the key to, the whole situation was
this matter of a *“ way ™ (vv. 13, 19). No Way !

Asaph was saying, ‘ In my song in the night I portrayed Israel’s dilemma and predicament at the
Red Sea. Behind them the pursuing army of Pharaoh. On either side desert and mountains. Before
them the deep and dark waters of the sea straddling their path. There was no way! The question
was: * Where can God place His feet? There is no way, even for God.” * Thy footsteps were not
known ™ (v, 19).

‘Then’, says the leader of song, ‘I said that, sea or desert or mountains notwithstanding, God
knows no embarrassment ; He has to make no detours: He goes straight on and through, and the
sea is as if it were not.” “ Thy way was in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters.” The Israelites
knew no way for His feet, but He knew! The song that Asaph had once composed for others, now
became the way of deliverance for the singer-poet himself. How often our ‘ doubting castles’ have
to be broken out of by applying to ourselves lessong that we have passed on to others—by believing
our own beliefs! To call to remembrance—" I will remember "—may be the first streak of light for
a new day.

How often has this same issue of a ‘ way’ arisen in the history of God’s people, God’s servants,
and God’s work! And Heaven—only Heaven—has had the answer. A prophet was confronted with
such a sitvation, and his servant cried: * Alas, my master, how shall we do?” (II Kings vi. 15). But
Heaven had the answer. So it was with a king—Hezekiah—when a mighty host compassed the city
and cut off every way. Heaven had the answer! (II Chron, xxxii. 21, 22).

We are told that, just before the Church goes out, the nations will have no way out. In Luke xxi.
25, the Lord Jesus speaks of nations being “in perplexity . The most literal meaning of the word is
* without passage’, ‘having no way through’. How appropriate are those words to our time! But
then the Lord said: “ When these things begin to come to pass, look up . . . your redemption draw-
eth nigh "—i.e., * your way out is near ’.

It may be the sea of tribulation in the nations ; it may be mighty waters of testing for the Church ;
but—

)

“Thy wAY was in the sea, and thy PATHS in the great waters”.

EDITOR
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP
“When . . , by the exercise of tact and sympathy, by prayer, spiritual power and sound wisdom,
one Christian worker is able to influence and enlighten another, so that the latter . . . is led to alter

one course and adopt another, that is true spiritual leadership.”

“The faculty of keeping an open mind until all the facts and circumstances bearing upon a
question have been ascertained is by no means common, and yet for the right guidance and manage-
ment of complex affairs, it is obviously essential.”

“. . . the practical point is . . . really men and women of prayer, deeply distrustful of their own
judgment and impulses, only forming opinions and expressing them as taught and guided by the Holy
Spirit. We come back to the holy and fundamental truth that it is the spiritual that is the practical,”

Extracts from The Life of D. E. Hoste. (C.1LM.)
2
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He 1s still as concerned to have us now as He
was then. I trust that that statement will not be
misunderstood.

There is a wonderful picture of this in the Old
Testament, in that Temple that Sclomon built—
perhaps the most magnificent structure that had
ever been built up to his time. The predominant
feature of that Temple was gold: everything was
overlaid with gold : there was pure gold everywhere
—egold, gold, over cverything. It symbolizes the
obtaining by the Lord. at last, of something that He
had set His heant upon. At last the Lord has got
that toward which He has been all the time working
with His people: a place in which He can dwell.
Now gold is always a figure of the Divine love ; and
so everywhere His dwelling-place is simply covered
and smothered with gold. He has got what He
wanted, and it is to Him exceedingly precious ; and
s0 He writes that preciousness everywhere, lavishly.
Oh, the lavishness of that gold in the days of
Solomon! It is just a picture of God’s love for and
in something long desired, when He has come into
possession of it. No, His love does not change after
He has come into possession. It is still the same.

THE INFINITE IMPORTANCE TO HIM
OF THE CHURCH

So we are led to the next thing: the infinite
importance attached by the Lord to His Church.
The word ‘ Church ’ is only another title for that
which is elsewhere referred to as His Temple, His
Wife, His Bride. They are all in reality the same
thing, and they all eniphasize the infinite import-
ance of the Church in the eyes of the Lord. There
are many people, I fear, who think that * Church’
is ‘teaching’, It is what they call * Church teach-
ing *. There is nothing that makes me shudder more
than o hear people use that phrase, ‘ Church teach-
ing’! I have even heard people speak about ‘the
Church teaching of Honor Oak — Church teach-
ing*! The Lord pity us, the Lord save us! The
Church is not a truth, it is not a teaching, it is not
an idea, The Church is a Gethsemane-—-the Church
is a bloody sweat. The Church is a Golgotha—the
Church is the cry of a broken heart from the Cross,
the pouring out of His soul unto death, The Church
is the great sob of God in this universe.

1 am unot exaggerating ; that is not just words, |
could take you to the prophets, and show you from
them that ail that is true. Ch, go back to some of
those prophets and hear them! Do youn not hear
the sob of God as they speak? “ O Ephraim . . .
O Judah . . . How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?”
(Hos, vi, 4, xi. 8). God 1s broken-hearted, just
broken-hearted ; and that brokeo heart is reflected

B
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mn the words of the prophets, as they cry and weep
over the Lord’s people, as an unfaithful bride, a
wayward daughter, a prodigal son, a family repudi-
ating the best of fathers. Do not talk about * Church
truth ’, * Church teaching *—oh, no, “ Christ loved
the church, and gave himself for it ”. “ I am jealous
for Zion ”—that is only a title for the Church—
* with great jealousy . ., . with great wrath .

He loved the Church—there is an infinite import-
ance to Him in His Church. Again I say, I cannot
explain it ; but there is the truth. Oh, that you and
1 might see through the truth and the doctrine and
the tcaching, to the reality, might see that this is
the thing involved in that ruptured heart, in that
agonized cry, in that sweating as it were great drops
of blood. 1t is the Church that is involved. That is
not a ‘ thing ’, not a ‘ theory ’, not a ‘ line of truth .
It is something tremendous.

THE INFINITE MOTIVE FOR
OUR RESPONSE

What, then, does it lead to? Surely it leads,
finally, to the infinite motive for our response to the
Lord. To a first response, yes, for any who have
never yet responded to Him: there is an infinite
motive for your responding to Him—no less a
motive than all this that we have seen. But then,
there is the infinite motive for our owrl response—
His own people’s response to Him ori all matters.
Why should I settle any controversy with the Lord,
why should 1 set aside my own personal interests,
why should I do this and that? Why . .. ? In the
light of all this, why not? ! Is there anything that
can really be set against this? For going on with
the Lord, for responding, being obedient, giving
Him everything, we have an infinite motive,

And this is the infinite motive for service. Why
should we give Him our life in service? Just for this
reason. In the first days of the Moravian Brethren,
when everything was so pure, so true, the Lord
used them marvellously over this world. It was a
wonderful thing that happened. At the Edinburgh
Conference in 1910, John R. Moit said that, if the
whole Christian Church had proceeded on the lines
of the Moravian Brethren, the entire world would
have been evangelized long ago. They had one
missionary for every ten members of their fellow-
ship. Yes, it was a wonderful story of sacrifice, of
suffering, of giving themselves. What was the
secret? They had a motto, which was written on
everything and which they took with them wherever
they went, It was this: ‘ To win for the Lamb that
was slain the reward of His suffering.” That is the
infinite motive—the reward of His suffering for the
Lamb that was slain.
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WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS

The Holy Spirit Himself is a Person, just as
truly a Person as are the Father and the Son. The
Lord Jesus did not refer to the Holy Spirit as * it .
Although the word for ‘spirit’ in the Greek is
neuter, the Apostle John always reports the Lord
Jesus as speaking of the Holy Spirit as “ He ”, in an
emphatic way: “ He, when he is come . . .7; “when
he, the Spirit of trath, is come . . .” (John xvi. &,
13). Now you may feel that this matter does not
require such emphasis, that it is accepted and
recognised by most evangelical Christians. But we
can get into difficulty if we are not careful—if we
put more upon the characteristics than upon the
Person Himseli. In the Person of the Holy Spirit
we are reckoning with God Almighty. We may ask
for spiritual sense, consciousness, light, wisdom,
power, influence, but we must always keep in mind
that what we are really seeking is this Divine Per-
son Himself, who with the Father and the Son is
one God, It is God present; it is as truly God
present Bimself in Person, as ever Jesus Himself
was God present in Person.

If yon go through the book of the Acts, you will
see that neither in the Church nor outside of the
Church were people having to do with some ab-
stract thing—they were having to do with a present,
living Person. To Amnanias and Sapphira, Peter
said: “ Why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit?” (Acts v.2). You do not lie to an
abstraction. It was like that in every connection :
people were dealing with a living present Person—
God Himself. When the Apostle spoke about
strangers coming in to the assembly, and giving
expression to their feelings, he did not say: ‘ They
will say that there is some powerful inflnence here !
I am conscious of a strange atmosphere here!” He
said : ‘ They will say—Gead is in the midst of you?!’
(I Cor. xiv.25). *They will telate everything to
God, and will say—Tt is God that I meet here!” It
is a very important thing that the registration
should be of none other than of God Himsel. If
that is true, there are far-reaching implications.
The Holy Spirit is not an *it” ; He is a Person.

WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT
DID NOT COME TO DG

The Holy Spirit did #ot come to start a new
religion. Let it be very carefully noted that Christ-
ianity was not a new religion. It was not something
set up over against, or alongside of, other religions,
s0 as to become a subject for the academic dis-
cipline of ¢ Comparative Religions’. It was quite
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a long time before scme of the leading apostles
themselves realised the implications of their new
position. They did not at once come to the con-
clusion that their Jewish religion, as such, was
finished, and now they were in the ‘ Christian’
religion. There was no such dividing line in their
consciousness. The implication of their new posi-
tion did not immediately dawn on them ; it did not
become clear-cut in a moment ; they grew into it
gradually. They found themselves nioving in spirit
in a certain direction—gradually moving away
from something, feeling themselves to be more and
more ‘ out of it -—out of something that they had
been in—and more and more involved in some-
thing altogether other: but what this ‘ something’
was, was not at first clear to them.

Think of Peter and the house of Cornelius, Peter
was not at all clear as to the implications of this
strange departure, this innovation of God. If
Peter had had the idea that Judaism was now
wound up and finished, and that Christianity had
now come in to take its place, there would have
been none of that battle in his heart over the Gen-
tiles at all. In Jerusalem there were others, lead-
ing Apostles and elders, who took a very long
time, 1f indeed they ever managed, o get quite
clear on this matter. The Holy Spirit did not come
to set up a new religion, called the * Christian’
religion. It is very important for us to recognise
that,

The Holy Spirit did not come to launch a new
‘movement ’ in this world. If that had been His
object, then we should have found in this book
records of committees, consultative and executive,
being set up, and plans being laid for the evangel-
ization of the world, with all its attendant machin-
ery and organization. But the impressive thing
about this whole book is that you never find any-
thing like that as the basis upon which the work
was initiated. No thought-out campaigns existed.
The Apostles and their brethren were so often
taken by surprise ; they were compelled to do
things that they had never thought of doing, nor
ever tntended to do ; they found themselves alto-
gether beyond their depth, Many things that they
had plarmed never tcok place, or were set aside.
No, 1t was not a new ‘ movement —not a * Move-
ment” at all (spelt with a capital * M "}—that the
Holy Spirit came (o inangurate.

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit did not come to
inculcate a new °teaching’. We need to be well
informed nnd instructed on this matter. There is
no ground whatever for asserting, there is nothing
in the whole story upon which to rest an affirma-
tion, that the Apostles went out into the world
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with * the teaching of Jesus’, It may surprise you,
even startle you, to hear that said. But there is
absolutely nothing to warrant the notion that these
men went out to spread ‘ the teaching of Jesus —
as though to say, * Whatever Confucius may teach;
whatever Buddha may teach ; whatever the other
great religious: teachers or leaders or founders may
teach, rhis is the “ teaching ™ of Jesus.” That was
not their idea at all, ard that was not the Holy
Spirit’s idea. They were not in any way propagat-
ing a ‘system of doctrine’,

Our New Testament °teaching’® was made
necessary Dy what was ‘happening’. All the
things “happened’ before the explanation was
given—the teaching came after the event. Things
happened, and then explanations followed. [t was
not: Now, this is the ¢ teaching *—now go and put
it into practice, constitute everything according to
it ; here is the teaching—therefore have everything
conformed to ‘it °, That would be the wrong way
round. You do not get a New Testament church
like that; you do not get a moving of the Holy
Spirit like that. The Holy Spirit took things into
His own hands, launched the Church right out into
the deep. and landed it far beyond its own under-
standing and comprehension ; and it was not uniil
afterward that He raised up anointed or endowed
men to teach the believers the meaning of their
experiences, of what had happened to them. We
have got to get things round the right way, Would
that we could get back there—where the Holy
Spirit does something, and we do not understand
what He is doing, or what He means ; and then we
go to the Word and find—* This is that . , .”!
(Acts ii. 16). This is the explanation—here in the
Word of God!

Lastly, the Holy Spirit never came to make some
*thing’, called *the Church’ 1t is true that the
Church was born on the Day of Pentecost. But
here we need to get our ideas a littde clearer, a
little straightened out. Our mentality in relation to
that word ‘ church’ may be a bit confused. We
may have an ‘object’ in view in our minds—a
‘thing* called the church, or going by that name,
among many others. But the Holy Spirit did not
come to make a new ‘ thing’ by the name of * the
church’.

WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME TO DO

- Now, if the Holy Spirit did not come for any of
these things, what did He come for?
The Holy Spirit came to reproduce Jesus Christ
in the lives of men and women. The Church is that
or it-is nothing ; the teaching relates to that, or it
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has no meaning. Any movement of the Spirit is in
that direction, or we have entirely minunderstood.
He came to reproduce the Lord Jesus in the lives
of men and women! Everything has to be tested
by that, All our activities and efforts and energies
and cxpenditure ; all our sacrifice and machinery,
our movements and our teaching: everything that
has become a part of ° Christianity’ has to be
tested by one rule: Is it resulting in the reproduc-
tion of Jesus Christ in the lives of men and women,
so that it is demonstrated from heaven that Jesus
is as truly here in this world now as ever He was
in history? He should, indeed, be present here, not
only as powerfully as then, but even more so,
because He spoke of Himself as being limited until
the Spirit came. He should be present, not only in
works such as He did then, but, according to His
own words, in “ greater works than these ™ that
believers should do, “ because I go to the Father
(John xiv.12: ¢f. wv.16-18; ch. xvi.7-15
Luke xii. 50).

That is how it was in those first thirty years ;
that was the thing that men everywhere realised.
The presence of Christ was the great impress.
“They took knowledge of them, that they had
been with Jesus ™ (Acts iv. 13}. That was why the
believers were called ‘Christ-ians™—* Christ-ones !
It was the only way of explaining, It is Christ! The
Holy Spirit came for that, And if there is to be any
continuation or repetition of those experiences, it
will only be—it will onfy be—mnot merely through
a belief in Jesus Christ, His Deity, His sinlessness,
His atonement, as doctrines, but as by the Holy
Spirit He is livingly present in us. In those early
days it was just that: that, by the Holy Spirit,
Christ was present in these believers in a mighty
way. When you think or speak of being ‘filled
with the Spirit’, what do you mean? What do we
really mean by that expression? Well, what the
New Testament means by being °filled with the
Spirit* is simply being filled with the Lord Jesus.

I will stop there for the moment. But we are
now getting near to the meaning of the Holy Spirit:
this 1s just the point where we move over into the
real significance of Pentecost. It is, so to speak,
the bringing of Christ back again, in a new mighty
advent; not externally, this time, but inwardly.
And T repeat that everything has to be judged
according to that, Yes: when He has His place,
the place that He ought 1o have, the measure that
He ought to have, in His people, things will hap-
pen ; they will happen as spontaneously and might-
ily as they did then. It is all resolved into the
matter of Jesus being glorified!

"T. A-S.
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involve a tremendous crisis ; we may make a great
fuss about it. Suppose the Lord requires the giving
up of a friendship that is not helpful: how often
do people rcfuse, and argue that it must be all
right. So, the Holy Spirit does not go on any
further, and that Jife is bogged down. How then are
we going to get through? Only by coming to the
altar, and saying, * Lord, even if it kills me, | am
finished with this.” When that happens, something
is released, and the Spirit has His way. Whether 1t
is a small thing or a great thing, it will be only as
the altar is continually applied in our lives that the
Holy Spirit will have His way. The altar is not only
one great crisis, it is a continual process in our
lives ; it is continually clearing the ground for God.
Paul says: “1 die daily ” (I Cor. xv. 31); and,
whatever else that means, it means a crucified life.
It 1s where the Cross is a reality that the Holy Spirit
is a reality ; it is anly where the Cross is working
that the Holy Spirit will really be working,

You know, this explains many of those false ex-
periences, that are sometimes called ° experiences
of the Holy Spirit’. There are people who know
nothing of the Cross, who get a kind of spurious
‘ blessing . They may even have the experience of
some power taking hold of them, and making them
do things. But the end is going to be a tragedy, a
crash, because the thing ig false, It is only where
the Cross has dealt with self-hood, in its pride and
ambition and desire for something for itself, that
the Holy Spirit begins quietly and steadily to take
fuller possession of the life, until the fulfilment of
that word is reached: ““ As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God ” (Rom. viii.
14} ; and that is a Spirit-governed life.

But there will never be a Spirit-governed life un-
less there is first a crucified life, How are we to
make a way for Christ to be glorified in us by the
Spirit? We have to face the crisis of the Cross. We
must each one of us come there, and say: ‘ Lord,
all that f am must go.” This 1s a big thing. Even my
pride of Christian knowledge and grasp of Christ-
1an truth must go. So many of God’s children are
keenly interested in spiritual things, if we may put
it that way. They are always thrilled about the
latest thing they have read, and full of questions
about it. They know all the language about the
Cross, and much else: and yet all the time it is
mere talk. When things are real, you know, you do
not talk much about it: you have just got it. * Let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak ” (Jas. i.
19). Do not let us trade in holy things ; do not let
us be glib in the decp things of God. The Cross
must deal with our Christianity and our Christian
mentalities, until it is not Christianity nor our
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Christian ideas, but Christ. And Christ is a Man—
a Person—full of grace and truth. We ought to
meet grace and truth in one another: and truth is
not just Bible doctrine—truth is reality, truth is the
real measure of Christ in us. When the Lord turns
the light on, how ashamed we are of ourselves! We
just become aware of how much of it is theory. As
we recognise this, and say, ‘ Lord, I do not want
any more of this unreal self ; 1 want everything to
be really of Christ’, the Holy Spirit will work by
the Cross, and will begin to show us how it can be
real.

(I1) GOD’S COMMITTAL TO
THE CHURCH

God commits Himself, thirdly, to the Church.
We all love that Psalm about * brethren dwelling
together in unity '—Psalm cxxxiii: “ Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” Yes, but what is it like? “ It is
like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard ; that came
down upon the skirt of his garments ™. As you look
at that picture, you see one great Man, one glorious
High Priest, and upon Him, without measure, the
anoiunting. And then, because that anointing is on
the Head, it is flowing down to the uttermost hem
of His garments: it is as though every part of His
Body, every remotest member, comes into the
value of the anointing of the Head, We read in the
Acts that, when the disciples were “ all together in
one place . . . suddenly . . . they were ai filled with
the Holy Spirit ” (ii. 1, 2, 4). Tt was not a question
of ‘T was filled’, but of ‘ we were filled”; every-
body forgot themselves, It was not a personal bless-
ing ; it was a corporate baptism.

This is, indeed, the only correct place in which
we can use the word ‘ baptism * of the Holy Spirit.
The only * baptism of the Holy Spirit * in the New
Testament is that which took place on the Day of
Pentecost, because that was the day when there was
a plunging, a baptizing, of those who were the
Lord"s into this new life in the Spirit. Of course,
the Scriptures are very clear on this. Paul says:
* In one Spirit were we all baptized into one body ”
(I Cor. xii. 13). Peter also, speaking of his experi-
ence at the house of Cornelius, said: “ As T began
10 speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, even as on
us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized
with water ;: but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost ” (Acts xi. 15, 16). There was this one great
plunging of the Church into this realm of the
Spirit. After that, every believer, on being joined 1o
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Christ, becomes a partaker of the Holy Spirit, * We
. . . were all made to drink of one Spirit ™ (I Cor.
xii. 13}, We come into our share of the Church’s
immersion in the Spirit. So that is the only correct
and true way of using that expression.

There are other words also. We read, for
instance, of being “ filled with the Spirit ” (Eph. v.
18). Now that is very important ; it is not the same
word. We will come back to it in a moment, But
our immediate point is this—that God commits
Himself to the Church. “ He is the head of the
body, the church . . . that in all things he might
have the pre-eminence” (Col. i. 18). Because the
Holy Spirit, the anointing, is upon Christ as Head,
and because we are in Him, we are all partakers of
the same Spirit, we are all in the same anointing.
But perhaps you are thinking, ‘ Then what about
my personal experience?” God has for us, as indi-
viduals, om' share in the great anointing that is
upon the Head, and for every member his own
function in the Body, in virtue of that anointing ;
that is all. Every one has. by the Spirit, that which
God intends for them,

And note—it is not necessarily what they would
like. He sets the members in the Body as it pleases
Him (I Cor. xii. 18). It is only safe for Him to com-
mit Himself in the matter of our own personal
function and usefulness in the Body, when our self-
interest has gone ; when we no longer want to have
some wonderful gift, but just to be what He wants.
Are we prepared even to be nothing? Of course, if
the Lord has you, you will not be nothing, in the
sense of being a useless cipher: you will be nothing
in yourself, but there will be something of the Lord
that is a blessing to everybody. You may only be a
‘help * (I Cor. xii. 28), but a ‘ help’ can be a great
thing. You may only have a * word of wisdom ” (xi1.
8), but it is great to have someone who lives so
close to the Lord that they say just the thing that
you need. It is net some great preacher, but some-
one quite ordinary : just one of the saints—possibly
a young person,

How wonderful! the Lord really bas something
of Himself for each one of us. | believe that He
wants us to stop straining after ‘ the blessing’, or
whatever it is we are worrying about ot trying to
get, and to say: ‘Lord, | am in the Body, and 1
trust You to make me what You want.” Then He
will say: * That is all [ want. You have the Spirit.’

GOVERNED AND FILLED BY THE SPIRIT

We close with a twofold emphasis. We have
already touched upon the fact of the Spirit’s in-

{concluded)
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dwelling. Now, are you sure that you have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in you? 1f you have been uncertain
about that, and somebody has tried to make you
claim Luke xi. 13, for instance, will you go to the
Lord now and say: * Lord, T am glad that the Holy
Spirit is in me because 1 am Yours'. And if you
have a doubt about it, because you are not sure
that you are really born again, will you teil the
Lord Jesus that you trust Him now to give you His
Spirit, that you may be a real child of God: that
you do believe on Him and receive Him into your
life, and thereby, His Spirit. * The free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord  (Rom. vi.
23). But if you are a believer, then thank Him that
you have His Spirit.

The fact of the Spirit’s indwelling leads on to me
need for the Spirit’s government: that is, for a life,
first of all, of absolute committal to the Lord for
His will. When, by faith, we take the position of full
committal to the Lordship of Christ, the Holy
Spirit will begin to do things in our lives and in our
circumstances that will raise practical issues of
obedience. So, the Spirit’s government will be—not
wonderful leadings and feelings and guidance—but
the very practical matiers of faith and obedience.
Then, the Word of God will begin to be very prac-
tical with us, and not just something indefinite, If
we want to know what God wants, we shall have to
live by His Word: not just by looking for isolated
bits of informalion, but by committing ourselves to
a life which is in accord with its principles and
laws. As we live close to the Lord, the Spirit will
begin to show His government in our lives, He will
place us, and fit us into His plan, as we rrdst Him.

Then, because the Holy Spirit is here that we
“may be filled unto all the fulness of God ”, His
word is: “ Be Hilled with the Spirit ", or * Be filled
in spirit” (Eph. iii, 19 v. 18). That means that we
are to be committed to the Holy Spirit to fill every
part of our being, and that we must draw contin-
ually—not just once but continually—upon the life
of God.

Let us, then, respond to the fact that the Holy
Spirit has been given. Let us come to the Cross, and
there let go all the struggle of self, as well as the
sinfulness of self ; let us trust Him to put ‘ us * out
of the way, so that Christ may be all ; and then let
us trust Him to take charge, to guide us into an
ever-increasing knowledge of Christ, and to bring
forth His fruit in our lives. We can never separate
the Spirit from Christ ; for, when the Spirit is come,
ge always seeks, in us and through us, to glorify

hrist,

C.1.B. H.
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new term, and of a new year. Make sure that Jesus
Christ the Saviour is the foundation of your life,

JANUARY —FEBRUARY, 1958

for only so can you be saved from disappointment
and sure of success. H.F.

THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord
God, which is and which was and which is to come,
the Almighty " (Revelation i. 8).

“ And he said unto me . . | I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end” (xxi. 0).

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end ” (xxii. 13),

ONE' of the titles which the Lord takes to Him-
self in resurrection is: “the Alpha and the Omega™.
The Lord Jesus here presents Himself as “ the
Living one , who was dead, and is alive again—
alive for evermore (i. 18), Those two letters, Alpha
and Omega, are, as we know, the first and the last
letters of the Greek alphabet. The one is the same
in form as the first letter in our own alphabet ; the
other is unlike any of our letters, Alpha and Omega
—First and Last, In every alphabet there is some-
thing which corresponds to an “A’ and a “Z”’, an
Alpha and an Omega, a beginning and an end. It
does not matter how complicated the alphabet may
be. or if it only contains a poor twenty-six letters
as in English: everything is bounded by the ‘A’
and the “ 7, the Alpha and the Omega. You can-
not get anything outside of that ; all is within that.
The Alpha and the Omega comprehend all speech ;
there is no speech possible in any language outside
of what comes between those two letters. All that
can be said has to come between their compass ;
outside of their compass nothing can be said.

NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD OUTSIDE OF
CHRIST

Now Jesus says that of Himself: “7 am the
Alpha and the Omega . The Word of God tells us
that Christ is the fulness of God, and that God will
sum up alt things in Him. What is more, it shows
us that God will never speak to anybody outside of
His Son, Jesus Christ. He has bounded all His
speech to man by His Son ; He has made Christ the
compasg of all ; He has nothing to say, and He will
say nothing, outside of His Son. “ No one cometh
unto the Father, but by me ”, said the Son (John
xiv. 6). “ And no one knoweth the Son, save the
Father ; neither 'doth any know the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to
reveal him ” (Matt. xi. 27), The apostle who wrote
the Letter to the Hebrews began by saying: ‘ In old
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times, God spoke in fragments and in parts and in
various manners, by different men and at different
times ; but at the last He summed up all that He
had to say in His Son. In the end, He has spoken
te us in His Son, whom He has appointed Heir of
all things.” All that God will say, and all that God
can say, to us, will be in Jesus Christ.

“ 1 am the Alpha ”. The very first syllable of the
knowledge of God is the knowledge of Jesus Christ,
It begins with A ; it is the first lisp of a babe. “ God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into onr hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father ” (Gal. iv. 6}). The first syllable
of the Christian life begins with * A'— Father ",
We do not know the Father until we know Jesus
Christ: He it is who has revealed the Father. The
beginning of all knowledge of God as Father comes
to us through Jesus Christ. Whai He said in His
prayer was indeed true: ‘I have manifested unto
them Thy name’ (John xvii. 6)—and that name
was ° Father ’. Do you want to know God? do you
want to know Him #s Father? Do you want to
know what He has to say to you, to make known
to you? Do you want to know all or any of the
vast wealth God would reveal to you? You can
only know it in Jesus Christ ; you can only know it
in Him who is the beginning and the end, the Alpha
and the Omega. There is no knowledge without
words made up of letters {except perhaps for our
Chinese friends!), and all the letters are between
these two. There is no knowledge that is knowledge
indeed, knowledge that is life eternal, except in
Jesus Christ, “ This is life eternal, that they should
know thee the only true God, and him whom thou
didst send . . . Jesus Christ™ (John xvii. 3). There
is no knowledge outside of Jesus Christ.

And there is no communication from God out-
side of Jesus Christ. Set Jesus Christ aside, and
God is silent—He has nothiing to say to you. If you
fail to give His Son His place, God is just dumb ;
He will communicate nothing. The more you
hononr the Son, the more the Father will come out
to you and communicate with you,

ALL NEED COMPREHENDED IN CHRIST

Secondly, Alpha and Omega not oaly compre-
hend atl speech—they comprehend all need, You
do not want anything outside of * A" and ‘*Z"; you
do not need to create any new letters ; it is all there.
It does not matter what big words you use—and
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there are some big words these days!—it does not .

matter how big the words, how long the sentences,
or how great the utierances: you can meet the need
of the biggest word, the longest sentence and the
fullest utterance between Alpha and Omega. For
all these big new words, you have no need Lo create
new letters: all that you need are here.

We are told by the Apostle Pauvl that ** in him "
that is, in Christ—" dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead ” (Col. 1i. 9): “ all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge™ (ii. 3). “It was the good
pleasure of the Father that in him should all the
fulness dwell ™ (i. 19). We are very fond of that
word of Paul’s to the Philippians: “ My God shall
fulfil every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus™ (Phil. iv. 19). Every nced
supplied on the scale of His riches in glory—can
we fathom this, can we compass this?—but every
need met according to that in Christ Jesus. In Him
is all we need ; He is Alpha and Omega. When
Jesus says: ‘1 am Alpha and Omega’, He is say-
ing: ‘1 am all you need. You never can have a
need, you never can invent or imagine anything for
which I am not sufficient. No situation can arise
that exhausts Me: in Me all the fuiness dwells. I
am Alpha and Omega.’

CHRIST: AGENT, PATTERN, AND GOAL
OF CREATION

Christ is the first and the last in creation, so says
the Word. In that Letter to the Colossians, to
which we have just referred, the Apostle tells us
clearly and precisely that “ in him were all things
created ”, and that “he is before all things” (i
16, 19). The Apostle John, at the beginning of his
Gospel, tells us the same thing, that “ail things
were made through him ™ (i. 3). He is the beginning
in creation. In the Letter to the Hebrews, we are
told that the ages were made through Hmm, they
came into being through Him (i, 2). In this book of
the Revelation, we read: “ These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning
of the creation of God . . .” (ili. 14). He is the
Alpha and Omega in creation; here He is the
Alpha, the very Agent and Instrument of creation.

He was creation’s design, for all things were
made to be a temporal and material expression of
spiritual and moral realities in the Son of God. If
we had eyes and understanding to see the deeper
secrets of an unfallen creation, a vast universe from
the hand of God, we should see, in everything,
something that speaks of the Scn of God—His
spiritual, His moral character, and His supreme

place in the whole systera of God. He is the pattern
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of creation: “ of him, and through him, and unto
him, are all things ” (Rom, xi. 36); and He is de-
clared to be the completion, the finish, of the crea-
tion of God. He is the Alpha and the Omega.

CHRIST: FIRST AND LAST IN
REDEMFTION

All this is by way of setting the Lord Jesus in
His rigldful place in God’s universe. But we may
feel that it is not very helpful to us, What comes
nearer to us is this: that He is the Alpba and the
Omega in 1edemption. He is the First and the Last
in redemption. In that Letter to the Hebrews again,
we have this familiar word: *“ Looking unto Jesus
the author and perfecter of our faith ™ (xii, 2). He
is, then, the beginning and the end, the Alphe and
the Omega, of redemption.

Christ is, of course, the beginning of redemption
in this simple semse, that there is no redemption
until we come to Him. Just as there is no speech,
ne communication, no knowledge until we come to
the alphabet, so there is no redemption until we
come to the Lord Jesus. There is just nothing
before © A’ ; there is nothing before Alpha: that
is just where everything begins. And what is true
in language is true in redemption: there just is
no redemption, there is no salvation, until we come
to the Lord Jesus. But when we come to Him, there
is a new beginning. It is the beginning of everything
—a whole new compass and range of possibilities,
whether of communication, of knowledge and
understanding, of wisdom or of pleasure.

What a wealth there is in Christ! what a wealth
there is in Him as the Redeemer! When you take
Him as the beginning, the Alpha, of salvation, what
a marvellous world opens up! When you pick up a
dictionary, and begin to turn the pages, what a
world opens up! As you go on and on, through the
many thowsands of words, in all their different
shapes and forms, what a world is there! 1 cannot
understand any person who cannot revel in a dic-
tionary! But you see what I am getting at. When
you come to Jesus as the Alpha, a new and vast
and wonderful world begins to open up, a world
that you never thought of. It is like coming upon
new words in the dictionary-—words that you never
knew were there, and that open up to you alto-
gether new vistas, Ii is like that with the Lord
Jesus: when He becomes your Beginning, an inex-
haustible world opens up. Wealth, fulness, riches of
knowledge—there are limitless possibilities when
you begin with “ A’.

And there is no end to it! Just as there is some-
thing more being added every year to the diction-

i8
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THE BODY OF CHRIST

Reading: Romans xii. I - 3.

BEFORE actually coming to the twelfth chapter
of Romans, let us remind ourselves of the first eight
chapters of that letter. I think we all know that
chapters nine to eleven are illustrative or paren-
thetic ; they could be put into brackets, making the
twelfth chapter immediately follow upon the
eighth. If we remember that these chapters are only
a kind of parenthesis, and go on from chapter viil
straight to xii, we find a direct connection,

The first eight chapters of Romans deal with two
phases of the Christian life. We have the first four
chapters and say ten or eleven verses of the fifth
chapter as one section ; and say from the twelfth
verse of the fifth chapter to the end of the eighth
as another. In these two sections the Apostle is try-
ing to lead Christians to see how they were brought
into God. This is followed by the exhortation to the
consecration and presenting of the bedy to do the
will of God, as we find it at the beginning of chap-
ter xii ; and then the Body of Christ is taken up.
What does it mean”?

This is something in the very heart and counsel
of God, and the Christ of God was anointed to
bring it about. It is called a ‘ mystery’, a secret
of God, which was hid from ages and only made
known in this age (Rom. xvi. 25, 26). So we have to
look to find the difference between our conception
of salvation and the Divine couception of salva-
tion ; our thought about the Cross and God’s
thought about the Cross ; our thought about the
Holy Spirit and God’s thought about the Holy
Spirit ; our thought about spiritual experiences,
and God’s thought about spiritual experiences.

We believe that the Cross is the central and most
important work of God. Praise the Lord, that is
true! But we must remember that the Cross is a
means to an end ; the Cross is not an end in itself.
The Divine means is the Cross, but the Divine end
is the Body. If you know the Cross in the way in
which God means it to be known, you will in-
evitably find yourself in the Body. When the Cross
has done something quite specific in your life, you
will simply find yourself in the Body. It cannot be
otherwise. If you are not there, it is quite sure that
the Cross has not done its work, or at least has not
completed its work. What does it mean?

Now, personal holiness, as stressed and sought by
many believers, is really precious. Victory in living
is really precious. Salvation is really precious.

21

Praise the Lord for salvation! Praise the Lord for
forgiveness of sins, for justification before Him, for
deliverance from the power of sin, But remember
that God did not set Himself to save us, and to give
us spiritual experiences like deliverance and victory
in life, personal holiness, and so on, just so that we
could be hundreds and thousands and myriads of
individual Christians, all separate units dotted over
this earth for God. That is not what God is after.
It may be that the children of Abraham are as the
sand on the seashore, but they are not Christians !
The Lord never meant that Christians shoulld be
single units.

1 do not know whether you have seen it or not.
It is very easy to talk. I could talk once. I am
almost ashamed to confess that for years I thought
I knew what is the doctrine of the Body and even
tried to apply the doctrine, without seeing the
thing, the reality. Reading a guide about London
could never take the place of a visit to London.
Knowing a book on cookery couid never take the
place of being in a kitchen. Knowing the doctrine
of the Body of Christ can never take the place of
seeing it.

The whole trouble to-day is this, We think of
Christians in terms of so many persons, individuals.
We think of salvation as an individual thing ; we
think of holiness in terms of individuals ; we think
of vietory and deliverance in terms of individuals.
We are quite happy. as Christian workers, if our
flock are going on with the Lord, reading their
Bibles, knowing how to pray, living upright and
righteous lives, knowing something of deliverance
from the power of sin. But that is not the Body.
One day something else comes along, and that day
is for you a most blessed day—a terrific day, The
Lord opens your eyes to see that salvation is in
terms of the Body. Having personal holiness is
in terms of the Body. having the power of the
Spirit is in terms of the Body, having an experience
of the Cross is in terms of the Body, You see that
the Divine thought is one Man—not a host of
small men, It is one Man: the Lord Jesus Him-
self and His people making up one Man before
God. The whole thought of God is centred in the
Christ, and we are in Him. [t is not only a quest-
iom of the Head, but of the Body. Praise the Lord,
individual sinners are saved. You begin as an indi-
vidual, but you must end as a member in the Body.
That is the Divine thought. God is working toward
that, and He will take nothing less than that. The
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

NOTE REGARDING RECEIPTS

The British postal authorities have now so much
increased the postage rates thar we find it exceed-
ingly expensive to send receipts to all the friends
who gend money. Will you please allow us to ac-
knowledge in this general way in the magazine,
and should you fail to trace your own item, please
let us know.

Ebnitor

We acknowledge with gratitude the following
gifts received during October and November, 1957.

Aberdare 5s. 6d., 10s., £2 ; Aston 13s.; Auckland.
New Zealand £1; Beaconsfield, £1; Bedford,
Indiana £8 18s. 7d.; Belfast £2; Benbecula £2 ;
Bickley 5s.: Blackpool 10s.; Blackrock £2, £1;
Bois-Colombes, France 17s.; Bradford £1;
Brighton 5s. ; Brisbane, Australia £1 ; Bristol 3s. ;
Broken Hill, N. Rhodesia £2; Brynmawr
£1 2s. 5d.; Burford 4s. 8d.: Buxted £1; Carshalton
10s.; Charlottenlund, Denmark £1; Chippenham
2s. 6d.; Chislehurst £1; Claridge, S. Africa 6s., £1;
Clevedon £1; Drumnadrochit 5s.; Dublin 10s., £1;
Ede, Holland £1 ; Edinburgh 10s., £1; Farnham 7s.;
Flitwick £1 ; Frinton-on-Sea 10s. ; Glasgow 9s, 6d.,
£1, £1, £5, £5; Gravesend 10s., 5s.; Gullane £2 ;
Hastings Ss., £1; Haslemere £1; Hemyock 10s. 9d.;
Hexham 5s. 4d.; Hong Kong £1 Js., £2, £4 115, 9d.;
Hounslow £2; Hoyland £2; lligan City, Philip-
pines £3 2s. 6d.; Ilkley 10s.; Ipswich 7s.; Iver
Heath 5s. 5d.; Keith 17s. 4d.; Kirkcaldy 5s.;
sKotagiri, India £1 9s, 6d.; Letchworth 12s. 5d.;
Leyland £1 ; Lincoln 6s. 8d.; Lisburn 10s.; Lon-
don S.E.9-—10s.; S.E.12—10s.; S:E.14—5s.; S.E.15

—35s.; SE23—S5s., £1, £1; W.13—£2 13s. 3d.;
Longton 6s.; Loughborough 7s. 9d.; Mablethorpe
4s. 1d.; Marcus Hook, Pa. £1 15s. 9d.; Melbourne,
Australia £1 3s. 1d.; Newcastle-on-Tyne £1; North-
cote, Australia £4; Orillia, Canada £1 11s. 44.
Orpington 5s; Peterborough £1; Plymouth £1 10s.;
Pretoria, 8. Africa £2 ; Purley 3s. 4d. ; Reading £1 ;
St. Loup, Switzerland 16s.; Sandown £1; Schlieren,
Switzerland £1 , Sheffield £13 ; Smethwick 7s. 9d. ;
Soest, Holland £2; Somerset, Tasmania £1; South-
ampton 10s., 10s.; Stanmore £1 10s.; Stoke-on-
Trent 13s. 9d.; Stonebroom 3s.; Stornoway £3;
Sunderland 10s.; Taunton £1 3s. 3d.; Toronto,
Canada £1 17s. 6d., 7s. 6d.; Umtali, S. Rhodesia
4s. 6d.; Winterswijk, Holland £1; Woodbridge
10s. ; Worthing £1 1s., 10s. ; Wuppertal-Elberfeld,
Germany 10s. ; Yardley Gobion 5s. ; Yelverton £1 ;
Zetten, Holland £1

Total £138 6s. 10d.

Birmingham, Ala, $3 ; Boulder, Colo. §1 ; Detroit,
Mich. %3, $20: Jamaica, N.Y. $5; Los Angeles,
Calif. $1; Minneapolis, Minn, $5, $2; Nashville,
Tenn, $2; Orange, Calif. $2 ; Portland, Ore. $1;
St. Paul, Minn. $5; San Francisco, Calif. $6.50;
Seattle, Wash. $2 ; Upper Darby, Pa. $3.20 ; Water-
town. Mass. $3 ; West Newton, Mass. $10, 32
Total $76.70

Calgary, Alta. C.$2.75; Collingwood, Ont. C.35:

Toronto C.§5

Total C.$512.75
Kensington Park, Australia A.£]
Madras Rs.22, Rs.5 ; Qotacamund Rs.5 ; Sholingur

Rs.20
Total Rs.52.00

We are deeply grateful to the Lord for tokens

that the ministry of this little paper is being used
to a constantly increasing number of His children.

In view of the rapidly increasing demand for the
magazine and the high cost of present-day produc-
tion together with the greatly increased postal
charges, it is essenfial that the mailing list should
be kepr within the limits of vital and spiritual
usefulness.

If friends no longer desire to receive it, we shall
be glad if they will send a card fo this effect to :—
The Editor, 13 Honor Oak Road, London, S.E.23.

Printed at the Witness and 1 essimony Press, 13, Honor Uak Road, London, S.E. 23.
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jected a lie into man; man accepted it, received
it. The result was the collapse of the entire struc-
ture of creation, and man himself became and re-
mains a falsehood. He is not the man that God
made him or intended him to be: he is a deceived
creature ; in the very comstitution and nature of
man as he is there is a lie. He is a misrepresenta-
tion of the man that God spoke of when He said ;
* Let us tnake man in our image, after our like-
ness ” (Gen. i. 26). There is a lie in the work of
man, and in all his works. He hopes and believes
and works and tries, and in the end it comes to
vanity—it is all in vain; disappointment awaits
him at the end of all his works and all his strivings,
He thinks and argues that he is free—but he is a
prisoner. He thinks and believes that he knows ; he
proves to be a fool. Ile thinks that he can do, and
he does many great and seemingly wonderful
things: but all his doings lead to greater problems
to be solved ; and the greatest problem of all is
satisfaction, is rest, is joy, is peace.

No ; man is building, not on rock, but on sand.
His world is run by lies. This may seem a terrible
thing to say, but liow rare in this world is downright
honesty! What a welter of misrepresentation and
deception, pretence and appearance, mixture and
exaggeration, has to be drawn inte the running of
this world. Is it not true? Many a well-meaning
man, who in his own soul revolts against it, will
tell you that, if you are proposimg to be honest, ab-
solutely honest, you will find it impossible to be
successful in a world like this. And the lie has got
into religion. OQur Lord’s indictment of the Phari-
sees and the Scribes was: * Hypocrites *—play-
actors, pretenders! And therefore, because the
race is shot through and through with a lying de-
ception, it cannot stand, A false world is bound to
collapse. If there is anything in ‘ Christianity * that
is not absolutely true, ‘ according to God’ (Rom.
viii. 27b ; cf. xv. 5b), it will go to pieces. Anything
that has in it an element of untruth, has within it-
self the seeds of its own ruin. The Holy Spirit,
therefore, is called ® the Spirit of Truth’. Jesus is
*the Truth’. Eternal values, the values which are
eternal, are those which are absolutely true accord-
ing to the standards of God. The value of the Gos-
pel is that it is the ° truth * of the Gospel (Col. i. 5).
The eternal certainty of Christ is that He is ‘ the
Truth’.

Now this is a very challenging thing. It separates
and discrimiiates—not always between the black
lie and the transparent truth-—bu{ between the
beautiful lie, the soulish lie, the sentimental lie, the
formal lie, thz religious lie, and that which is
“according to God’. John the Baptist said about
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the Lord Jesus that He would * lay the axe to the
root’, and that His ‘ fan was in His hand, and He
would thoroughly cleanse His threshing-fioor’
(Matt. iii. 10, 12). What is the axe? What is the
winnowing fan? It is the rruth!

Ths it was that, as He spoke to the woman of
Samaria, He looked on the temple on Mount
Gerizim, and He looked, with His mind’s eye, on
the temple in Jerusalem ; and then, to the woman
who thought that one or the other—especially this
one in Samaria, to which she was attached--was
the truth, the rue thing, He said: “ Woman, be-
lieve me, the hour cometh, when neither in this
mountain. nor in Jerusalem, shall ve worship the
Father . . . The hour comcth . . . when the rrue
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
truth . . . God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship in spirit and truth ” (John iv. 21,
23, 24). He js discriminating between the formal,
the traditional, the historical—if you like, the sym-
bolic, at best—and the real, the rrue. And He is
saying: ‘ Only that which is spiritual, after the very
essence of the Divine nature, is true. Therefore this
temple and that temple will collapse—not one
stone will be left upon another. They are not the
truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth,

OUR NEED FOR ABSOLUTE TRUTH
IN ALL THINGS

It is very, very important that our position
should be a trye position. You and I need continu-
ally to review our position, and say: ‘ Is my posi-
tiom:a true one? Is it second-hand? What is it? The
position in which I stand—how did I come to it?
What is it that puts me in this position? Is it to me
50 true as to be to me absolutely a nattet of life
or death?’ 1t should be true like that, so that you
cannot give it up, you cannct resign from it, you
cannot withdraw from it—it is younr very self. To
do so would be to commit spiritual suicide, That
was how it was with the Lord Jesus, Go through
His life again, and haar Him speaking. This Man
has not just come to perform something, or to give
some teaching, objectively ; this Man is the thing!
Because it is so real, so true in Him, He is going
to that Cross to shed the last drop of His Blood.
His position is that—it is Himself.

Qur position must be true, or we shall not stand ;
we shall collapse, we shall go to pieces. If there is
a lie, we shall disintegrate, as the creation did when
the lie entered in. Our life must be true: our con-
duct must be true ; our walk before others must be
true ; our walk before God must be true, Our life
mmist be frue. Mark you, it is poing to be an agony
for it to be so.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Our testimony and our teaching must be frue.
Is it truth?

Our fellowship must be frue—no feigned love!
No pretence at fellowship ; no trying to make be-
lieve ; no merely ontward thing. The Holy Ghost
will be satisfied with nothing less than  the truth’
in the matter of fellowship. He will say: * Look
here, you are trying to make believe in the matter
of fellowship with that person ; you are trying to
bolster up something ; you are trying not to let
something collapse: that is not #rue!’ He will take
you down deep until it is Lrue.

Qur church must be true—it must be the true
Church. How much could be said about that!

Our business must be true—we must take this
matter of the Holy Spirit into our business. Is your
manner of business really true? When you are go-
ing to pay for something, are you quite sure that
you are paying all that you ought to pay for it?
that you are not getting it to your own advantage,
that someone is not going to suffer in this transae-
tion? Is that true? Even John the Baptist raised
questions like that at the Jordan, about exacting
more than should be (Luke iii. 12 - 14). Yes, in
business we must be true; we cannot have one
order of things in Christianity and another one in
the world.

Our spirit must be true. We must never be less
than we profess, God help us. We must never be
more than we profess—God help us! The Holy
Spirit is the “ Spirit of Truth’, for that is the char-
acter of the Lord Jesus. To be *filled with the
Spirit” is a very, very exacting thing. Ananias and
Sapphira tried to ‘steal a march’ on the Holy
Spirit: but oh, no, He is not being taken advantage
of like that! We cannot ' hoodwink ’ the Holy
Spirit. This is very solemn. What do you have in
mind when you talk about being * filled with the
Spirit °? We hear the command: “ Be filled with
the Spirit ”, and we all want to be filled with the
Spirit. But we must understand that the Spirit is

WHEN GOD

“Who was I that I could withstand God ? ' (Acts
xi. I7).

THE movements described as ‘ The Acts of the
Apostles * were undoubtedly initiated by God Him-
self. It was the knowledge of this that put Peter in
a strong position when he had to defend his be-
haviour at Caesarea. If God was moving, what did
his critics expect him to do? To staid in God’s
way? To refuse to have anything to do with the

the character of Jesus Christ. He is the Spirit of
Jesus Christ—and especially in this one respect,
as the Spirit of Truth.

To be *filled with the Spirit’, therefore, means
that everything has got to be true. exact, right,
real ; no lie, no falsehood, no make-believe. no
pretence, no exaggeration, no imilation; every-
thing true, genuine. May God make us like His
Son 1n this! Then the Holy Spirit wouldi do things :
through a church like that, through a people like
that, and through lives like that, He would do
mighty things. When eonchtions are such. you will
not have to try to get things done—He will do
them.

That brings us back to the poiut mentioned in
our last study—why things changed at the begin-
ning, when they had been so spontaneous, so
mighty, so wouderful, The Holy Spirit was present
as the Spirit of Truth, and anything untrue that He
came up against was dealt with and not tolerated.
Peter’s words seem fierce, I know, but he is jealous,
with the jealousy of the Holy Spirit, for the truth :
he sees that the Church can be wrecked and ruined
if there is a lie getting In—*° Why hath Satan filled
thy heart?” (Acts v. 3).

We began by saying that we are concerned about
this matter of a life of fulness and of powerful wit-
ness in the world, and troubled because that
impact upon the world is not as it was at the
beginning., It ought to be the same: the Holy
Spirit has not changed, God has not changed,
Christ is the same—then what is the trouble?
Surely, if it is true that the Holy Spirit commnrits
Himself to the Lord Jesus, then the answer is,
once more, that we need more of the Lord Jesus.
Which is to say, that we need more of Him in His
character. This matter of the Truth is only the be-
ginning—there are many more facets to His char-
acter than that; but truth is the foundatiou of
everything.

T. A-S.

IS WORKING

matter? How can a man of the Spirit do that?
Such a man neither dares nor wishes to hinder
God. Indeed, if he is truly led of the Spirit, he
only needs to perceive what God is doing to be
found alongside, sympathetic and co-operative,
like his Master whose own actions were governed
by what He saw the Father doing (John v, 19).
Peter’s words were not only an apology for his
own bebawiour, but an implicit reproof of the
Jerusalem fault-finders. It is true that what hap-
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Peter (and indeed on many of us) that he could be
$o cold, so doubtful, so unwilling, when his Lord’s
heart was burning with desire to shed the Spirit of
Life into that household of Cornelius, Peter had
been on the housetop, pouring himself out in
prayer. We are not told what he was praying about,
but we may be sure that it was about the Lord’s
work, and probably about his own part in it. When
he had prayed himself to a standstill, then he was
shown what God really wanted of him. Let us note
that ‘ wailing on God * means more than praying
about the thihgs which we feel ought to be done.
It was when Peter had exhausted that kind of
prayer, when he had finished telling the Lord all
that he wanted to say, that the Lord found an op-
portunity of saying something to him. When he
heard it he received a shock. He was surprised,
even scandalized, that the Lord should expect this
of him. What did Caesarea matter to Peter? What
did the Gentiles matter to him? Not very much,
apparently, until he was faced with this challenge
ag to whether he really was ready to co-operate
with the will of God in spite of himself. What a
tragedy if bigotry and self-opinion can keep a man
out of harmony with the heart of God—if a servant
of the Lord so lacks the great essential of com-
passion that he can even contemplate withstand-
ing his Master!

Gospel work is not only a matter of compassion
for men, it is a question of sharing the longing of
God’s heart. * My Name shall be great among the
Gentiles * (Mal, 1. 11) was the declared desire and
intention of the Lord. How often Peter must have
heard or read the words. Yet it seems that he
would have been satisfied with a group in Jeru-
salem, with little companies in Samaria and Joppa,
never appreciating that the Father could not be
satisfied until His Son had the full inheritance
among the nations for which He suffered. There
may be scme features of modern evangelism which
do not commend themselves to us, but these must
never be allowed to weaken ps in co-operation
with Christ in the seeking and saving of that whieh
was lost.

Peter was a key man. Surely, when the Lord
Jesus said to him: “ 1 will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven ™ (Matt. xvi. 19), what
He really meant was that Peter was chosen to be
the first (o announce that that Kingdom was now
open to all true believers. He began the task at
Pentecost, when his use of “the keys’ was so
mightily effective, But the work was only half
done, for the vast multitude of the nations still
stood outside, waiting for the door to be opened to
them. This was Peter’s special calling. There were

men moving down to Antioch at that very moment.
There was Saul of Tarsus being prepared for his
great work of apostle to the Gentiles, There were
vast schemes afoot for the making great of the
Name among the nations. The Spirit of the Lord
was eagerly awaiting these new ° Acts’. All this
was true ; and yet on the housetop at Joppa was
the key man, and, humanly speaking, everything
waited on him.

Peter’s task can never be repeated. He has no
successor, In most cases we cannot even claim 10
be prominent servants of Christ. Who knows, how-
ever, whether we too might not be in a key posi-
tion, whether great movements of blessing and
expansion might not follow on our simple obedi-
ence to the Loid? So far as the narrative is con-
cerned, Caesarca was soon left behind. Though
undoubtedly the work there was established and
grew, Peter’s visit was not an end in nself, It was
the opening of a door, of a sluice-gate, and from
then onwards the great stream of life flowed out
wherever new men of the Spirit could be found to
co-operate with the Lord in this Divine task of pro-
ducing a people born into newness of life. 1t seems
that all God needed was a heart to share His con-
cerns and a mouth that would magnify His Son.
Peter’'s message was simply Christ. His success
owed nothing to argument or soul intensity. He did
not make an appeal, for he had not reached that
stage in his message when the thing happened (x.
44). Even as he was speaking dead souls were
quickened into life. Surely this is what happens
when God is working.

A PEOPLE BAPTIZED INTQ THE
FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT

There is no doubt that at Caesarea something
more happened even than the miracle of new birth.
In one Spirit the group were all baptized into the
one Body (I Cor. xii. 13)—the Church. From this
story it is clean that the Church is something more
than a kindly community, more than a group of
people living together in happy comradeship and
care for one another. Such a group already ex-
isted at Caesarea before ever Peter went there, The
whole atmosphere of the house of Cornelius
seemed to breathe community life at its best. If an
association of like-minded godly people had been
satisfying to God, He would not have needed to
send this special messenger to them, The purpose
of God, though, is to have something much deeper
and more lasting than mere human ‘fellowship ’,
even at its best. He plans to have real unity, eternal
unity, the unity of the one life in Christ, which
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support to that which is according to His mind,
the showing of Himself in power on behalf of it

To whom, then, will the Lord show Himself in
power? To whom will the Lord * make bare’ His
arm (Is, lii. 10)? “ To whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed?”

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

Now, while .in the Bible there are very many
incidents in which the arm of the Lord is shown,
there are particular occasions characterized by this
phrase. For instance, in the bringing of lsrael out
of Egypt we find repeated reference to the baring
of His arm, the stretching forth of His arm. That
incident is so often referred to as being an out-
standing occasion of the Lord’s showing of His
arm, the ‘ lighting down of His arm” (Is, xxx. 30).
To bring them out, the arm of the Lord was ‘re-
vealed’, If you-read and consider that whole story
of God’s dealings with Pharaoh and Egypt on be-
halt of His people, you find that it is all gathered
up in this: n was the revealing of the arm of the
Lord. Of course, it is but an illustration—the
emancipation of an elect people from the kingdom
of this world and of darkness; but, for that, the
arm of the Lord is revealed,

Again, take Israel’s deliverance from Babylon :
that was another occasion when the arm of the
Lord was revealed. How often was it so regarded :
the arm of the Lord, stretched out over Babylon,
brought down her rulérs and overthrew her forces,
in order to bring the people back from captivity
(Is. xliii. 14). And again, that was symbolic - -the
recovery of a pure testimony amongst the Lord's
people, a testimony that had been lost, 1f the
question is asked: “ To whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed?” or in aaother tense: ‘ To
whom will the arm of the Lord be revealed?’—
the answer is there: it is for that purpose, in re-
lation to that.

But it is in the raising of Jesus, and in His cxalta-
tion to the right hand of the Majesty in the
Heavens, that we surely see the supreme example
of the revealing of the arm of the Lord. And in
those succeeding early days of the Church, how
wonderful was this revealmg of the arm of the
Lord! In the events narrated in those first chap-
ters of the book of the Acts, we see His arm
stretched ont again and again. When they were
suffering persecution, a few met together for
prayer, and they prayed: “ Grant unto thy ser-
vants . . . boldness, while thou stretchest forth thy
hand . . . and that signs and wonders may be
done . . .” (Acts iv. 29, 30). Herod came under the
impact of that arm ; Saul of Tarsus came under its
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same impact; many things happened, in many
places, because the Lord was revealing His arm.
And before we are at the end of the New Testa-
ment, the whole of the nation of Israel has met the
arm of the Lord. It was revealed in the complete
overthrow and scattering of Isracl as a nation,
and so thorough was the overthrow that her
original integration has never yet been recovered.
More siill—Rome unleashed all her forces against
the Lord and against His anointed, but met the
arm of the Lord, and was completely destroyed,
ceased to be an empire and a nation. These are
just a few examples in history of the revealing of
the arm of the Lord, in answer to this question : .
“To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?”

COMMON FEATURES

Now you will notice that many of these instances
have certain features in common.

Firstly, there was the exalting of world powers
against God: the lifting up of the head on the part
of the powers of this world against the Lord and
against His anointed.

Secondly, there was the involvement of the
Lord’s glory and the Lord’s purpose, through con-
ditions of weakness or apostasy amongsi His
own people. It was not to the Lord’s glory to have
Israel in Egypt. After the covenant that the Lord
had made with Abraham, Tsaac and Jacob, it was
altogether contrary to the revealed purpose of His
heart, that He should have the sons of Israel in
bondage in Egypt, giving their strength to the
powers of evil, It was entirely contrary to the glory
of God to have Israel in Babylon ; it was dishon-
ouring to Him and contrary to His revealed inten-
tion. How often it was like that—that the Lord
revealed His arm because of a condition amongst
His own people.

And then, thirdly, there was a cry from within
on the part of an instrument of intercession. There
was Moses, in touch with God right from the in-
side in relation to that situation in Egypt; there
was Daniel, and a few others with him, right an
the inside of the situation in Babylon, crying to
God ; there were those prayer meetings recorded
in the book of the Acts—the’cry of the elect to be
avenged. This was a feature common to the inter-
vention of God again and again- a cry from the
inside.

Some questions arise in rclation to all this in
our own day. Is there a situation in our time which
corresponds to these situations, in that three-
fold connection? Is there a condition like that to-
day? I think the answer is obvious. Are world
powers lifting up their heads against the Lord?
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

bring the Arm of the Lord against this spiritual
iniquity—for it is spiritual iniquity. 1 do not think
that man, even at his worst, could, if left to himseif,
conceive these things.

Then, for a cry against the dishonour of the
Lovd in the general spiritual state of those who
bear the name * Christian’. There again is a ter-
rible story. Yes, the real difficulty for the Lord is
amongst those who take upon them that name
* Christian’. There needs to be a cry raised to
Heaven against the dishonour done to the Name
of the Lord by that which is called the * Christian
Church ’,

And then, a cry against the too easy satisfaction
that goes with a superficial apprehension of the
great purpose of God. Again and again, my soul
has been stirred with anger at the superficial and
easy-going attitude that prevails towards the great
purpose of God. Here is revealed this immense
purpose of God ‘ from eternity to eternity’, and
yet the attitude toward spiritual things so often is:
*Oh, well, a modicam is sufficient.’ The most
limited measure seems to be all that is required to
bring a great deal of gratification. If you have any
idea at all of the greatness of God’s purpose, and
give expression to it, it is heart-rending to find how
it can be ail carried away by the most superficial,
glamorous kind of Chrstianity ; as though this
noisy, jazzy thing corresponded in any way to
that vast purpose of God concerning His Son.
It makes you indignant ; it stirs you to the depths.
There needs to be a cry against that which
would become a substitute for, would usurp the
place of, God’s great purpose, in the hearts of His
people.

When the prophct Isaiah became oppressed
with the evils found among the people of God,
Israel, and with the evil in the nations outside, he
cried with a great cry: “ Oh that thou wouldest

THE BODY

WE come now to the practical side. God has
first to give vs the revelation, so that we see what
He is after. But what am 1 after? Do I seek spirit-
ual experiences—so-called—for myself? Do 1 seek
to make converts for my society, for my denomina-
tion? Do 1 try to make converts for the sake of
their being saved from hell, so that they can en-
jov Heaven? Or have 1 seen the vision of the
heavenly thing, the heavenly Man, and am I work-
ing toward that? Oh, it is a different thing. Every-

rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down,
that the mountains might flow down at thy pre-
sence . . . When thou didst terrible things which we
looked not for, thou camest down . . .” (Is. Ixiv.
1, 3). *“ Oh that thou wouldest rend the neavens ™!
You have only to move aboat in this world, sens-
ing things, sizing things up, for that cry to be bora
in you. But ask the Lord to put within you such a
cry, to make you a part of this ‘inside’ cry, for
the glory of God in a day like this. Ask Him to
make you part of that esscntial instrument and
vessel, hike the Daniel company, or Esther, or
Moses, or the * prayer meeting’ in Jerusalem, or
many other such vessels, that will reach Heaven
with a cry, and bring forth that Arm. For that is
a vital principle: “ For this . . . will I be enquired
of by the house of Israel ™ (Ezek. xxxvi. 37). The
Arm of the Lord will not just “ happen’ ; the Arm
of the Lord will only be revealed in response to
something that is crying to Him. * Shall not God
avenge his elect, which cry to him day and
night , . .7 | say unto you, that he wiil ” (Luke
xvii. 7, 8). He will- -but He must have a crying
elect.

The Lord make us like that, This is, 1 know, a
solemn word. But this is a day for being serious, a
time for facing the real situation, not just going
on in a fool's paradise, as thongh all were well,
God must be reached with a cry in these days; I
can only say this out of very close touch with this
great need. No one who has seen something of
conditions in the Far East could help being stirred
in this way, or come back other than with this in
their heart: Oh, that the people of God would get
to crying to ‘God about this situation! I therefore
bring this emphasis at the outset, and afterwards
we may see something of the ground on which the
Lord will move.

T. A-S.

OF CHRIST

thing changes-—even the question of deliverance
from sin, of sanctification, of victory. Everything
takes on a different viewpoint. I become a part of
the whole,

It is not just a matter of the doctrine of the
Body, Even in Rome, you will find the Vatican is
teaching that, They believe in one church, because
they say the Body is one ; but they have their own
head. That is the trouble. They have not seen it.
Youn cannot just practise it as a principle—you
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cannot simply try to take it on. You have to see
it. But when once it is seen, then it makes a mighty
difference in everything,

THE PRACTICAL SIDE

Now, as to the practical side. What constitutes
me a member of the Body? If the Lord gives me
a revelation concerning the Body, what will be the
effect on me? Is it simply that I have seen some-
thing which I have never seen before, that I have
the knowledge of certain truths which I never had
before?—or is that revelation going to be revolu-
tionary? Will that revelation be treated by me as
a teaching, as a doctrine?—or will it become some-
thing really subjective in me, producing some real
change in me? Let me assure you that, when you
have seen it, it is going to be a revolution. Some-
thing is bound. to happen.

What constitutes me a member of the Body? It
is not something I can do, it is not something 1
can experience. The thing that constitotes me a
member of the Body of Christ is Christ in me. That
entitles me to be, and that actually makes me, a
merhber of the Body. If you do not mind getting
down to matertal illustrations, remember again
that loaf of bread. It is not anything of you, it is
not'some part of you, as a man, which is a member
of the Body of Christ. 1t is, in figure, that piece of
bread in you that constitutes you a member of the
Body. The Body of Christ is Christ. Paul did not
say anything wrong grammatically or spiritually
when he said: “ For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of the body,
being many, are one body ; so also is the Christ ”
(I Cor. xii. 12). I think some of us would like to
correct him. Grammatically, or logically, it is
wrong, He ought to have said, ‘ so also is the Christ
and the Church’. He only says, “ Members . | .
body . . . so also is the Christ.” So the Head is the
Christ and the Body is the Christ, Both are the
Christ—the Head and the Body.

So the Body is the Christ. Everything that comes
from Christ constitutes that Body. Then anything
that does not come from Christ can never get into
the Body, and must be ruled out. It is not a quest-
ion of ‘plus’, it is a question of ‘ minus’. That is
all the difficulty. 1t is not a question of what you
must be, or nmst experience, in order to make you
a member. No, you are a member, but because you
are one, therefore many things have to go. If you

see the spiritual constitution of that Body, the,

heavenliness of that Body, the divineness of that
Body, you will see that nothing from you ican be
attached to it. Anything that is not Christ can
never be in the Body.
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THE PLACE OF THE CROSS

That is where the Cross comes in ; that is the
reason why we emphasize the Cross. The Cross is
the practical outworking, and the principle of the
Cross is the only Divine means of ruling out any-
thing that is of ourselves--—anything that can never
stay in the Body. So we find the Lord dealing with
us in many things. I do not mean to say gins; I
think that would be too low a level. I hope we
have, in a sense, got through that. But the point
is that we can never bring into lhe Body the things
of ourselves—our temperament, our make-up, for
instance. You will find that God will touch you
there.

Some of us have very keen brains, We think that,
by the keenness of our brain, we can have a better
mastery of the Word of God, and that so we can
be better ministers. But no. You will find that what
you have is only dead knowledge, whereas some
old woman, maybe, sitting at the back of the meet-
ing, without much of worldly education, knows
something of the Lord. You may be pastor or
mimister, but you find, when standing before her.
that there is something more of Christ in that old
lady than there is in you. You find that what you
have got is altogether outside of the Body.

May the Lord save us from ministering simply
because we have a keen brain! How many of us
need salvation from our head-—salvation with a
helmet! We need it. Your ability, your natural
power, has nothing to do with the Body ; it has to
go out. God wants us to see that the strength of
nature, the backbone of the strength of our own
nature, must be broken. It has nothing to do with
the Body. When you see that, spontaneously you
will see that it cannot go on: that thing has no
place there, it has to go out,

I would like to ask you to go through Ephesians
once more. asking the Lord so show it to you.
‘ Lord, what is Thy thought concerning this age?’
Do you think you will be able to find anything
other than the Body? You will find that that is
the thing God is building to-day. So whatever is
of me must go. The Cross points me straight on to
the Body, and the Cross keeps the Body cleansed
from anything that is natural, anything that is from
Adam. Praise the Lord, nothing that is of me has
a part in Him. How good it is to see that I am out
altogether! We have nothing to be proud of. If
we are proud, we have got to be humbled. Nothing
that is in us or of us has any place there. We may
think much of ourselves ; we may be self-confident,
self-conceited, assuming and presuming a great
deal ; but remember, nothing of us has any place
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was not happy. He was proud of the lovely build-
ing and he liked preaching in i, but still he was
sad. He had come to feel that he and the church
were failing the Lord, because of their lack of care
for the needs of others.

At last he could bear it no longer. One stormy
Friday evening in March he opened his heart to
the 75 members who had gathered for the church
Prayer Meeting. He told them how troubled he
was, how ashamed before the Lord, and how full
of longings for new power to preach Christ to the
people round about. 1t seemed to him that their
church building was so splendid and ornamental,
their special choral singing so grand, their pew-
rents so high and their whole life so self-centred,
that it kept people at a distance instead of welcom-
ing them. Could they not ask the Lord all together
that their church might become a place of blessing
to many, and that He wowmd take away every
hindrance to this? Then Pastor and people knelt
together and prayed that at all costs their church
might be used to give the Bread of Life to the un-
saved multitudes of the city.

When they had finished praying one of the
elders thought he could smell smoke, but as it was
a windy night he took little notice of it. As a matter
of fact the Lord had begun to answer their prayer.
It was a very quick answer to prayer, and a very
strange one too: for, when they woke in the morn-
ing, they found their beautiful temple in ashes.
There was a faulty flue in the chimney, and during
the night the fire had crept along between the walls
so (hat in the early dawn the flames took charge,
and by the time the fire engines arrived the whole
building was a roaring furnace.

When they had prayed * at all costs’, they never
thought that the cost would be so great. And, when
they had asked the Lord to take away ‘every
hindrance . they little expected Him to take away
their lovely church. Poor people! They had lost
their fine building, their magnificent organ, and
the pews which brought in such good rents. And
poor Pastor too! For he had lost not only his pul-
pit, but also his study, which was in the church
tower. In it there were over 1,000 volumes which
had all been burnt up. Worse than that, all his
sermons were there, For 20 years he had carefully
written out all his eloquent addresses, so that he
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could read them from the pulpit, and then he had
stored them away in the study. Now his 2,000
precious sermons had gone up in smoke. When
Dr, Pierson heard the news he remembered his
prayer ., . “at all costs’ ., . “ every hindrance .
Was this the strange answer from Heaven?

He was sore that it was, From that moment he
made up his mind that in future, instead of read-
ing sermons written on paper, he would preach
messages straight from the heart. In the years to
come many people in England as well as in
America were to testify to what wonderful Christ-
glorifying messages they were. Meanwhile, it was
Saturday, and they had no building for the next
day’s services. At once Dr. Pierson called together
the elders and suggested that they should hire the
local Opera House for their Sunday meetings,

Next day the crowds began to gather long be-
fore the doors were opened. There were no special
pews. All the seats were free, Soon the place was
packed right up to the top gallery. It was a homely
and hearty meeting, with Gospel hymns sung by
all, though led by a volunteer choir. The building
was not very ornamental, and it certainly was not
“sacred’, but it became filled with the Presence
and power of the Lord. Presently a great hush
came on all, as they listened to a message which
had been sought on the knees instead of being
written in the study. Few, if any, in that city had
ever heard God speak to them so solemnly about
‘ The Ordeal by Fire’, from the text, “ The fire
shall fry every man's work . . " (1 Cor. 3.13). As
people began to seek the Saviour it was clear that
Friday night’s prayer was being answered. Among
the first to be won were two theatrical men, who
had looked in to collect their baggage, and became
rooted to the spot as God spoke to them from the
stage where they had been acting the night before.

This marked the beginning of a wonderful work
of God in the city. As the weeks went on there was
not even standing room, and large numbers had
to be turned away. Huondreds came to know the
Lord Jesus as their Saviour.

This story proves once more that God’s answers
to our prayers are sure. Sometimes they are
strange. We need to mgan business when we pray,
and then we may prove that, after all, the strange
answers are the most wonderful.

H.F.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

I HAVE LEARNED ...1 KNOW ...1 CAN DO... THROUGH CHRIST

“ Not that I speak in respect of want : for I have
learned, in whatsoever state | am, therein to be
content. I know how to be abased, and 1 know
also how to abound : in everything and in all things
have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be
hungry, both to abound and to be in want, I can
do all things in him that strengtheneth me " (Phil-
ippians iv. 11-13).

IF there is one statement in Scripture that finds
us out, it is this one. It was Paul who said it ; but
I wonder how many of us could say it, with the
same positive affirmation? You will notice, how-
ever, that the Apostle is stating it as the result of
a life-long schoolifig. * This’, he says, ‘ is the issye
of my schooling with Christ. I have learned the
secret. “1 have learned ., . . I know . . . I can
do...”V”

The course of things is learning through experi-
ence, and thus coming 10 knowledge—knowledge
which is not theory at all, but which works out in
practice: 1 can do ™. That is the meaning for us
of life with Christ. If we, His children, want to
know the meaning of our experiences in this very
exacting school—for it is an exacting school: we
don’t get away with anything ; nothing escapes ;
we are held to it, severely and strictly, though be-
hind all is wisdom and love—the meaning of our
experiences in the exacting school which the
Christian life is, and is intended to be, it is that we
may learn, that we may krow, that we may do.
God’s end is always a practical end, and the end
is doing. * 1 have learned . .. I know . ..Icando !’

And, of course, the way to that end is learning
that you cannot do, and that you do not know.
I suppose that that is the troest thing that could be
said of anyone in the School of the Spirit. The
thing that they are learning is that they cannot do,
and they do not know. That is the way. It does
seem, on the one hand, a negative process ; it does
seem to be an undoing experience ; but God’s ends
are always positive. And an absoluie necessity to
our arriving at the position, “ I can do all things
—a tremendous statement!-—which is His will for
every one af us, is a deep, fundamental conscious-
ness and realisation of how bankrupt we are of
knowledge and of ability apart from Christ. For the
all-governing clause or fragment is: ‘ in Him—that
is, in Christ—who strengthens me .

But, while this is a message of rebuke and cor-

rection, demanding adjustment, here is a word of
tremendous hope, tremendous comfort,

SELF-MISTRUST

1 was reading recently Boreham’s Oliver Crom-
well. When Cromwell was a young fellow, farming
in Huntingdonshire, he wrote a letter to his aunt,
in which there occurred the following words:

‘I am a poor creature ; I am sure that I shall
never earn the least mite.

There is the foundation of a man who hurled kings
and thrones from their places; turned a régime
upside down; became the terror of evil-doers ;
and was, if not the greatest, one of the greatest
champions of God in the history of this country.
‘I am a poor creature ; I am sure / shall never
earn the least mite’! You should hear what
Thomas Carlyle says about him. Someone said
that Cromwell was one of the four greatest men in
history. Says Boreham: ‘Carlyle would laugh:
“Four! The other three are mere puppets com-
pared with Cromwell—they are not in the same
world with him!™”’

But, Carlyle goes on to say, there was a turning
point in Cromwell’s life. From the Huntingdon-
shire farmer, with the consciousness of his weak-
ness, his insufficiency, his worthlessness, there
came a turn. Carlyle’s way of expressing it, because
he did not know in experience what he was talk-
ing about, was: * It was what Cromwell would call
his “ conversion ”.” We know what that means.
And then, away ploughing in his field, Cromwell
heard of the great need: * Everything in this coun-
try °, says Boreham, ‘rushing pell-mell toward
turgid crisis, wild tumult, red revolution, and the
cry for a man, a good man, a strong man, 2 great
man.” As he heard that cry, whilst ploughing his
field, sometinng inside him said: ‘ You are that
man! The world needs a man, a good man, a great
man, a strong man—Thou art the man!’

Cromwell set to weighing up his assets and his
liabilities: 7 cannot be that man; 7 can never
answer that call, meet that demand.” But then, as
he was thinking about it after the day’s work, in his
country home, by the fire, with his wife at his side,
and the little child in the cradle, he took down the
big Bible, and opened it to read ; and turiding the
pages, he came to the letter to the Philippians, and
began to read chapter iv. He stopped at verse 13 :
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