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THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY
. THE CHARACTER OF THE GOSPEL

...THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF THE
BLESSED GOD, which was committed to my
trust” (I Tim. 1.11). .

“In whom ye also, having heard the word of the
truth, THE GOSPEL OF YOUR SALVATION,
—in whom, having also believed, ye were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is an
earnest of our inheritance. unto the redemption of
God's own possession, unto the praise of his
glory” (Eph. 1.13-14).

“ With all prayer and supplication praying at ail
seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunio in all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints,
and on my behalf, thar utrerance may be given un-
to me in opening my mouth, to make known with
boldness THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL ™
(Eph. vi.18-19).

TL-{ERE are one or two things which we must
note at the outset 1n connection with the ahove.
Those passages are all words of fulness: that is,
they are written very near the end of the life of
the Apostle, when he is in possession of a very
full revelation which has been growing through
the whole of his life as a servant of the Lord.
To the initial vision there has been added revela-
tion, an enlargement of spiritual knowledge—
added, sometimes in especial wayvs and also in the
normal course of his continuous walk with the
Lord: and here he is writing when that revelation,
so far as his earthly course is concerned, is practi-
cally full, and out of that these words occur—
“the gospel of the glory of . .. God "; ** the gospel

of yvour salvation ”; “ the mystery of the gospel ”.
You note that his letter to the Ephesians opens
with the second of these phrases and closes with
the third. The point is that these are not two
different gospels—the gospel of your salvation,
and the mystery of the gospel. They are not
the gospel divided into two. They are one gospel,
and they are both gathered into that other frag-
meni—" the gospel of the glory of . . . God ™.
What I desire to indicate is that the .gospel is a
much profounder thing than is generally recog-
nised.

Oh, how full is that word “ mystery ™ as used
by the Apostle! Tt is a tremendous word in its
significance. As vou know from this letter to the
Ephesians, the *“ mystery ” relates to the deep and
hidden counsels and purposes of God before the
world was. It relates to something ever present
to”the mind_of God through all previous ages,
though undisclosed—w aiting for the day in which
He should bring it out as a revealed secret; and
in it are all those Divine counsels and purposes
which find their full revelation at the end of the
agés, in this dispensation, in the fulness of the
times: and all that is said to be gospel, the mystery
of the gospel. Yes—the gospel of your salvation
is all that; something immense, unfathomable. In
this one short letter “alone it is all summarised in
superlatives which are heaped together one upon
another. You feel the Apostle is so pent up as he
dwells upon this as to be very near an explosion.
He cannot find words in the very rich language at
his command to express himself concerning all
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this which he calls the mystery, the stewardship
of which has been committed to him.. It is tre-
mendous.

Armti when he writes his letter to Timothy, he
goes beyond everything in packing all the immense
meaning of that into a little phrase—" the gospel
of the glory of the blessed God ”. You want to
sit down with that and think. What is the gos-
pel? 1tis the gospel of the glory of God. Now,
comprehend that if you can! The glory of
God—fathom that if you can! If we want a
ksy to unlock this whole marvellous disclosure,
to unlock those secret counsels of the Godhead
before times eternal, to unlock the mystery hidden
fromm ages and generations, it is in one word—
glory. That word alone is the key to everything
from eternity to eteraity.

WHAT GLORY IS

What is glory? Have you every tried to write
down what glory is? It cannot be done, and we
shall look foolish whenever we try to define the
glory of God. Nevertheless, with the Lord’s help,
let us at least approach the matter. What is glory?
Before we come immediately to attempt an
answer, let us say something which will Indicate
what a task we have, what a field we are in. To
answer that questlon—What is glory?—freim the
standpolnt of the Seriptures means that we shall
corme to the understanding of a Aumber of other
matters such as the fellowing:—

To begin with, to understand glory will be to
understand God, for He is the God of glory (Acts
vii.2): and also to explain His creation intention,
for right at the heart of His creation lies that
word as its intentiom—glbayy, the glory of God.

Again, to answer our question will be to know
the meaning of the fall. Firstly, the fall of Satan
—the whole matter of glory is bound up with that;
and then the fall of man. because right at the heart
of man’s existence in the purpose of God lies this
matter of glory.

Further, it will be to know the nature and mean-
ing of eternal life—dhat uncreated, Divine life
which God intended man to have and which he
never did have until he had It in Christ—for that
life is the potentiality of glory.

Further, to know the meaning of glory will be
to know the meaning of redemption, for again,
redemption all circles round this one thing —
glory; and 1 would remark, before we say any
more, that whenever redemptlon is represemea as
an accomplished fact, even in type, glory is linked
with it. Get trie altar and the laver and every-
thing of redemptive means in line, and the end
of that line is the glory of the Shekinah in the
Most Holy Place. It all issues in the glory. To
unders glery will be to understamdl redemp-

tion.

To answer our question, What 8 glory? will
be to explain priesthood and government in
spiritual and Divine meaning, for both are always
related to the glory.

Amil here is a little thing for you on the wal |
=tto understand glory will be to see right through
all the Seriptures. en 1 saw this" matter of
giory 1 got a new Bible. 1 thought my old Bible
was very wonderful and altogether besomd me,
butt this put a new Bible into my hands. 1t will
do the same for you if you see the meaning and
content of just one waordi—g]jhomy

It will be to apprehemd and to grasp all the
meaning of Christ. He is the glory of God; all
the glory of God is centred and seated in Hiim,
His whole work is connected with the glory of
Gatl. He came into this world from which the
glory had departed, as the custodian of the glory
of God. To understand glory will be to under-
stand Christ.

If we apprethemci the meaning of glory we shall
know our calling, for we are called “umio his
eternal glomy™ (If Pet. v.10). “tthat we should be
. ... to the praise of his glory ™’ (Eph. i.6). Furtther,
we shall come to understamdi our vocation, our
service; for what does the service of God resolve
jtselt into, after all? Alll service to God and for
Guld can be weighed as to its spirituall value by
this one word—gitamy, the glory of God.

“ THE BLESSHD GOD ™

Well then, all this that we have mentioned is in
this little phrase—" the gospel of the glory ”. The
whole phrase is, “tie gospell of e glony of the
blessed God . That word “blkessed ™ i© mot am
easy one te tranglate into English. You knaow
how very many times it oceurs i the New Testa-
ment. It is the werd with whieh every Beati-
tfude begins. ™“Blrwad ¥ e PART i Spirit™;
“Blessed are {hey that Msuwd netedc. (Mail.
v.3:10); El§ewhef% in me New Tesiament the
W@fd is ii‘@ﬂ% ated - muw it i WAl ith
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very blessed, to be in a position to give; and

God is in that position. All fulness is His, and
He has limitless resources to give. What a happy
position! *“ The happy, the blessed, God.”

Now let us take another step. Tt is ** the gospel
of the glory of the blessed God ™. 1t is the good
news of the glory of God Who is full to overflow-
ing with all resources of wisdom, power. grace,
truth—evervthing. Out from such a God the
gospel, the good news, comes. I say this gospel
of salvation is an immense thing. What do you
mean by salvation and the gospel? Well, being
delivered from the guilt and condemnation and
consequences of sin (here, ahd mostly hereafter)
and perhaps some other blessings, such as
assurance, thrown in! But in that you have only
touched the, fringe of the gospel! 1 say again,
it is not an extra gospel, a second gospel, it is
one: and if that full gospel had been preached,
there would be' a very different situation in the
world to-day from what there is. The trouble
is the smallness of the gospel preached. It is the
gospel. the good news, of the glory of the God
Who is all-sufficient in Himself and for everything
else—the blessed God.

GLORY LINKED WITH THE CHARACTER
OF GOD

Now we will get nearer to the word. Glory—
what is glory? Well, the Greek reot of this word
means proving by testing. There is one little
passage which will belp us a good deal, and it is
in I Pet. 1.7. If you were reading that in the Greek
you would find in that verse three words which
have the same beginning, indicating that they con-
tain a common idea. Here they are, emphasized :

“That the PROOF (or TRIAL) of your faith,
being more precious than gold that perisheth
though it is PROVED by fire. mayv be found unto
praise and GLORY . .. *“Tral”, * proved ™,
“glory ”. Glory is something proved by testing.

What is the glory of God? You will find that
the glory of God is almost invariably linked with
His character: and His character is proved, estab-
lished. unalloyed righteousness. He is right. He
is richteous altogether, there is not the slightest
shadow or suspicion of question about His per-
fection. And glory is linked with His character;
therefore glory is the character of God shining
forth in expression, the very nature of ¥God
manifested.

There are symbols, but thev only help us on
the way. We very often take'the symbol to mean
the realitv. The symbol for glory is light, just
as the symbol for evil and sin is darkness. The
real thing is the essence of God’s nature and be-
ing, and when you get that, you get what you
mean by light. and that is gloryv. The glory of

God is the essential nature of God as unquestioned
righteousness shining forh.

THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD MANIFESTED
UNIVERSALLY

Before we go further, let us come back. What
is the gospel—the * good news’'—of the glory of
God? It is this, that everything is going to be
like Him, everything in His universe is going to
be a manifestation of Himself and His nature.
We are called unto that eternal glory. Let that
stand over against what we are in ourselves and
see what our calling is, see how great the gospel
is! What do you feel about yourself? Any hope
of glory?—that is, any hope “of the manifestation
of unguestioned righteousness and holiness? Ah,
the gospel which has come to us is good news
indeed. What a possibility, what a hope' “We
know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be
like him: for we shall see him even as he is” (I
John iii.2). Tt is the issue ot the gospel of the
glory. Get hold of that. What is glory? It is
God in His essential nature. unalloyed righteous-
ness and holiness, in expression. That is the good
news—you and I and all this creation to be
broucrht into that, so that the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God: not just a radiance, a
phosphorescent glory, but the glory of a nature
in which there is nothing that is questionable.
evil, sinful—“no darkness at all”. It is the
hope of the gospel. That is the gospel of
vour salvation. That is the hope referred to by
the Apostle as he has seen it in its growing ful-
ness. He speaks of it right at the end. from his
nris}o’n—-“ Christ in you, the hope of glory ” (Col.
1.27. '

Well. we are launched out into such an im-
mensity we really do not know what to do with
it! T confess that at that point T do not know
how to proceed. You see, evervthing tumbles on
top of you. We begin with Genesis, go all the
wav throuch the whole Bible. fragment by frag-
ment. and we find-it is all centred in and circling
around this matter. The Cherubim—what are
thev there at the gate for? (Gen 1iii.24). Thev
are custodians of the glory. All the way through
it is this matter. And then the Son of God
is manifested. Who 1is *“the true light™ that
“ shineth in the darkness ” (John 1.9. 5) and the
message which He brings is gathered up by the
Apostle John in this way: “ God is light. and in
him is no darkness at all ” (I John i.5). The Son
came both to manifest and to declare what God
15—-—unque~;t10ned unsullied holiness and rightzous-
ness in His very nature and being. That is God,
and we are called unto His eternal glory. Tt is
something almost too bu'z to believe, is it not?

And now the word hope comes in, associ-
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ated with the gospel. “ Be mot moved away from
the hope of the gospall” (Cel. i.23). We are be-
gotten again “‘ oo a [lvimg oy the resumms-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead " (I Pet. ii.3).
So we could just pile it up like that. Do not such
words as these hint at a tremendous prospect set
before us in the gospel? It is the prospect of
glory, and glory is charactiar proved through test-
ing.
THE TRIAL OF FAITH UNTO GLORY

Now then, * That the prooff of your faith, hiem%
much more precious than gold that perishet
though it is proved by fire, may be foumd unto
praise and glory . . . You are going through a
test, an awful, flery trial. What is lappening?
Well, the scum is coming to the surface and being
removed, and the pukity, the reality, the genuine-
ness of your faith is being breu t out through
testing. The reality is bemg established through
fiery trial, and when, through testing and teial, you
have get the reality of the Divife nature estab-
lished you have glety. " Be found unte . ..
?@2/ i It is What 15 of Ged in s _put to the test,
fied, threugh fiery proeesses, and i§§tiiﬁg in glery.
{t 15 Ged mankfested 1A and threugh us
Im practical spiritozl life it means thlS God
by His grace has planted in us a little germ of
faith. How small and how weak it seems! But
then, under Divine discipline and trial we are
tested as to that faith. And as the fiery trial
goes on, a good deal of oueselves comes to the
surface. Is that not true? When we are in trial,
a lot that is of ourselves comes o the swiface.
Yess. all that inherent unbelief of our natute comes
up—resentment;, rebelliom, bitterness. Oh yes, it
all comes up in the fiery trial. We do not know
ourselves until we get into ihe fires of trial and
testing. We would not believe what there is in
us until we are put to the test. I heard Dr.
Campbell Morgan once say that any man Is
capable of any sin you like t6 mentien if enly he
is put Into eireumstaines ealeulated to find Mhirm
ouit. That is a terrific thing to say. Yeu fhay net
accept it, but that is because you have net beed
put into the situation. Put that in another way.
Yau are not just going to pass through the Jemp-
tations of life, be they what we think~of as “caym-
mum * tEmptations or related, to the most awful
sms, without knowimg that you are being tempted
and therefore you could give way. The bias
towards evil is all there. The Lord Jesus was only

saying ihat sort of thing when He said, m sub-
stance , “Manses said, Thow shallt mot . . . ot
say, if’ you think about it—iif you only Jook—it
13 ust a8 bad as though you had done it (Matt.
, 28). What was He meaning?—thait it is in
v, it is 8 part of you. Oh, you may think that is
té@fﬁlbl@; but 1 think it is glorious! Do you say,
‘Wege eannet stand up to this; it is worse than
ever; it is geing to push us further down than
gver. Meses is bad enough, but if we take this
o, Whe will survive™? But I say that thai is not
bad buf geed: The Lord was not heaping con-
aemﬂaﬂeﬂ ypen eendemnation, He was - only
§§¥iHQ; Ik i AR fusht & Maltesr of wihak you do of
He d8; it is a ratter of what you are, and 1
ﬁV@ ee e £e fake away what yeu are, fot
d@ That is glorious! That is
8§1g ry; the ﬂgh%@@meészs of Ged
f1§t jestis deals net sicaply
IH!HQ Ewe F feffam from deing, but
H§ @ eut the way, BFinging in 3 new
f% tatiﬂhe hepe ef ihe

8§E% there will egme a Eﬁ@ﬁieﬁt
%\ %%] s URiverse Whep the last ves:
%8 ?H !Wi @. éeet gHt efﬁf ege %ff
N TR R
QFSW 4 B!y ¥, 4 sipless Body

Yass. we were sajling it is in tnal that all this
self-nature comes to the surfaee, but it is as well
that it does come te the surface. Graee deals with
it; grace werking throuah the srewing kmewiladge’
of 6ur nieed of Christ makes us very humble, ard
hurility is & trait of Ged: Meekiess 18 8 fruf
of the Spiﬂt, it is the @@uatef i ihe peisen of
fallen Lueifer—prigte. Trial brings these things
ot in the %f@@@ of God, and if'is feUAd HAI6
plory—Christ-likeness, @@a likeness. Of again, in
sifnple experienee, BUF eep aﬂa terriple tﬁal§
make us mere like the Lord und @{ il
They de net make people eutgna EhFls fH@f@
like the L@f@l it 18 %ﬂy these wh 8 Fe HH gk ihe

aee of eeBme mere like the Lerd

Feugh ﬁsfy trla § 1t i found unie glery, Gee-
likeness.

I think I must stop there. I trust it is a glimpse
of the greatness of our salvation, “tiie gusm] off
the glory of the blessed God.™ What a prospect
it opens up before us! We are lost in it. But iff
we suffer with Him we shall be glorified together
with Himm (Rom. viii.17).

T.A-S.
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WISDOM FROM GOD

IV.

. .. Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom
from God, even righteousness and sanctification,
and redemption.” I Cor. 1.30.
THE quarrel which the Apostle had with
earthly wisdom was because of its ineffective-
ness. When all was said, it still left men perishing.
The glory of God's wisdom—Christ crucified—
js that it ministers vital power. Christ not only
tells of righteousness and sanctification; He brings
men inio the experimental enjoyment of them.
We have already considered Him as our justifi-
cation and sanctification, so we now turn to the
final statement that He is our redemption.

WHAT REDEMPTION MEANS

First of all we may ask what redemption
involves. Does it not mean just those experiences
of salvation which we have called justification and
sanctification? Redemption is indeed the basis
of all salvation. So far as we sinners are con-
cerned there could never be righteousness or holi-
ness without redemption. Neveriplras it is clear
that in the passage whieh we are censidefing re-
demption represents a further experience of
Christ beyend these whieh we have already dealt
With. at, then, dees Christ Jesus bBring us,
when He eomes 6 us as wisdem frem Ged if
terms of redempion?

It would seem that the emphasis here is on
deliverance. Alll believers know Christ as their
righteousness. Many, thank God, rejoice in Him
as their sanctification. Even though we be among
that Aumber we fmust still ask ourselves whether
we really knew the power of His redempiion. The
thoueht is of reeevery. of release, of liberation.
The best werd whieh 1 ean suggest is extrieation,
getting us eut. The beek ef Meses whieh treats
ef redemption i§ ealled Exodus—iMe geing out.
This s the same theught, exeept that the true
emphasis 1A the matier of redemptien is net $8
e BR QUF 98iRY Bt &3 8 eur belng breught
8t 3nd that 1s Why 1 use the werd exireatieh:

What a complex realm of difficulties sumrounds
and attacks the believer in his life for God!
What is the answer, the all-inclusive answer, to
all these enemies as the# press their assault? It is
redemption. “ To grant unto us that we being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies should
serve him withowt fear, in holiness and righteous-
ness before him all our days " (Luke i.74). Here
we have the three experiences of 1 Cor. 1.30 in re-
verse order—redemption, holiness and righteous-
ness. This deliverance is the work of our Re-
deemer, Who shed His blood to brine it about.

“INN WHOM WE HAVE OUR REDEMPTION ™

God’s wisdom ensures that provisiom has beef
made for the believer by the finished work of the
Cross. We do not provide our own righteous-
ness, we accept Christ as God’s gift to us for our
justification. We do not have to make ourselves
holy; Christ is given unto us as our perfect
sanctification. In the same way we are et fe-
quired to work out eur ewn deliverance, but 6
receive by faith Christ the Redeetner to be ouf
God-given vietory.

THREE EXAMPLES OF REDEMPTION

It is too much for us to consider the whole
matter of redemption, so I propose to remind you
of three Old Testament peo%le who really ex-
perienced the deliveranee of whieh it speaks. Per-
haps by means of them we may learn something
of what it means to have Christ as our redemp-
tion.

I. JACOB—DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL

The first is Jacob. He is the first person in the
Bible to use the word. It is a good rule when
studying a subject or a word in the Seriptures to
pay special attention to its first appearance, for
this is often an important reference. The first
mention of the verb * to redeem *issféaur ihnGzen.
xlviii.16 im the words which Jacob uttered when
he was blessing Josepl’s two sons—"the angel
who hath redeemed me from all evil, bless the
lads”. *Redeemed me . delivered me, or exiri-
cated me “ from all ewili | | If ever a man needed
getting out of trouble it was Jaceb. Again and
again he should have been overtaken of evil; ia-
deed he was overtaken by if, but he was not
overcome. God brought him oui. Calamity
seemed inevitable. There was fo way out. Bt
God did the impossible, God got him out. That
is redemption.

HIMSELF TO BLAME

Now one of the features of Jacob’s troubles is
that they were largely broulght on bgf himself.
Perhaps that is why many of us find his experi-
ences so helpful. He suffered from Esau, he
suffered from Laban, he suffered from his own
sons. * Few and evil ” were the days of the years
of his life. But whose fault was thai? Generally
speaking one could have reminded him that mest
of his sufferings were due e his ewn name and
pature; he got himself inte the diffisulties. At
fimes it 1§ Just this sense of eulpabiity Whieh
?afal_ygeg the ehildren of Ged. They realise ihat
Rey themselves must bear the blame for at least
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part of their calamities, and this realisation only
adds to their despair. Redemption is for such.
True, Jacob was a man who got into trouble by
his own fault, and yet he was able to praise God
for full redemption. The Lord got him out of it,
even if it was his own fault. Even if he had
brought it on himself, God did not leave him in the
confusion and misery into which he had blundered
by reason of his own carnal mind. God extri
cated him. It js very possible to become spiritu-
ally paralysed, because when our trials and prob-
Jems are at their worst Satan reminds us that if
we had been better and wiser people we should
never have become so involved. We accept his
accusation and sink into despair. We think thai
since we brought it on ourselves we shall find
no way out, and must abandom hope. No, Jacob'
There is an angel who will redeem you, even
fromn the evil for which you yourself are respon-
sible.

GOD ALONE CAN REDEEM

Jacob was not a man who would easily give
up trying. He must not despair, but nor must
he try to deliver himself. There is a real danger
that he may imagine that since he got himself
into the trouble he must now get himself out of
it. Jacob plotied and planned, he schemed and
sirove, but he never found dellverance from his
diffieulties in that way. Indeed he only became
mere invelved. True redemption must come from
heaven. It is eharacteristic of the Jacob nature
to be slew te admit defeat, and to persist in
seeking to solve its problems by carnal wisdom
and earnal strength. Sueh plahs and efferts aﬁly
ada te the eenfusien, and intensify the evil.

te let Satan in, but hard, very hard, t@
fem the eonsequent evil. 1n faet it is im @s-
? u§ Ged 'ealls us net te efferts bu
ga There 1§ an_* angel * whe redeems. @ur
eliveranee is By CHFist jesus, the Redeerer.

TRUE DELIVERANCES ARE INWARD

The wonderful thing about Jacob is that every
time the Lord got him out of a difficulty, He some-
how got Jacob inwardly out of himself. The ex-
irieating work was not merely in ciroumstances,
fAdt only in deliverance from his enemies, but also
in delivering him from himself, For him, every
experience of heavenly deliverance became also a
further experience of inward liberatiom. He was
being redeemed out of his old nature. This Is
deliverance indeed! Every fime ihe Lord inter-
venes en our behalf to exiricate us from trouble
and difficulty, that should alse mean a fuller
knewledge of deliverance froma self. This, then,
}& the first aspect of redemption — deliverance
form evil.

II. NAOMI—DELIVERANCE FROM
DEATH

In the beautiful story of the book of Ruth we
can learn many valuable lessons about redemp-
tion. In her kinsman, Boaz, Naomi found a true
redeemer, to give her fulll recovery from death.
Death came into her family when she lost her
husband. It almost overwhelmed her when her
two sons died. The story opens with her return
to Bethlehem, a pitifully sad victim of the eruel
power of death.

DEATH THE GREATT ENEMY

Redemption is God's answer to every form
of death. This is the great deliverance, for the
enemy is very great. How death intrudes, or seeks
to intrude, into every aspect of Christian life and
testimony! 1Is not spirifual death, the great
enemy, always seeking t6 mar and destrey 6uf
inheritance in Christ? 1n Naomi’s ease It was
her inheritance whieh was in J@@gﬁfd See what
death did fer her. 1t eha gasure inte
bitterness—" Call me net Na@fﬁi (Pgleag%t:)) eall

me Mara (Bitter)”. It GHQBQ%@ ulness 1At empt
ness—"' 1l waiit st fiul he Lord@ %

g“@e h@@?%eafgfaalgmfy {he aiéts GB?E Héf% g

h pe :?a Wi

89
§ush i§ the aevaﬁatsea WieH IB ms great
eﬂemy death. gﬁ] ¥

Lett us seek to apply this to our own experi-
ences and temptations, for spiritual death is never
very far from any one of us. It is always %@Kﬁg
to break in on si?ifilttu@ll things, te rob the Lerd’s
people of their joy, their frultfulness and their
hope. It attacks our feelings. We feel bitier
?mmg% o feel plssseni : We are [sip d
Gy en we knew that we ey
praising. We feel bittey, eveﬂ Wit Bthe tgefé &j
our leve fer others $eem Fue,

this is eﬂly a matter- of i@ iﬁ§ HH SHQ ‘é%@
very feelihgs death 1§ 88
glﬂi attempting {8 {HQ H§ f@ 5 S{ QH s8
10 foB s of QuF 589/&9 SHF tesHHBRY

What, also, if our fulness turns to emptmess"
That which made Naomi's suffering more acute
was the fact that she seemed to be~alone in this
experience. She returned to Bethlehem at the
time of the barley harvest. Everybody else was
reaping, while she was desolate and empty. At
Bethlehem, the House of Bread, all were rejoic-
ing in an abundamt harvest, gathering in their
sheaves and storing up their bread: She was in
the midst of all this activity, and yet she had no
part in it. No harvest for her, and n@ bread.
She was empty. It is ne HpEe ﬁﬁ ience
to find oursebves in the Fidst Bf that Whieh ex-
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presses the living fulness and power of the Lord
antl yet to feel utterly barren and empty in our-
selves. No wonder Naomi felt bitter! Anmd it is not
necessarily our fault. 1 do not think that we can
blame Naomi for her emptiness. When we feel
empty and are tempted to reseat our apparent
barrenness while all around others are rejoicing
in their harvest, we must not begin to feel that
everything has gone wrong. Some men who have
been most right'have had to stand iin the midtst of
the harvest and know, like Naomi, the bitterness
of a semse of emptiness. The apostle Paul him-
self tells us that once he had such an experience,
which made him despair even of life.

VITAL UNION WITH THE REDEEMER

What is the solution? Naomi needs redemp-
tion. She needs more — she needs a redieemer.
It was not possible for mere things to answer to
her deep need, she could only be provided for by a
person, even a kinsman-redeemer. God has pro-
vided us, too, with a Redeemer. He bfings us
deliverance from death 1n every form, death
attacking the spirit, death attacking eur seuls
death attacking our work, our fellowship, an
finally death attacking our bodies. Ged’s answer
ta‘lm the time is Christ Jesus. He is eur redemp-
ion.

See how the redeemer undertook for Naomi!
By the end of the story the same women who had
exclaimed *“[s this Naomii”" (so appalling was
her misery), are now found congrafulating her,
saying “Hkssed be the Lord, whe Hath net
left . . . thee without a near kinsman: and let
his name be famous in Israel. And he shall be
unto thee a restorer @é life, and a neurisher of
thine old age: for thy daughter-in-law, whe
loveth thee, whe is better to thee than seven §6RS.
hath berRe him'\ She enly had twe soRs at the
beginning. Hew hapgy she weuld have B
receive seven sens! She weuld have theuggt that
that was perfest. But she had that wm% Was
Better even than seven sons—she had & il fe:
demptien.

Death may threaten us in many ways, but God’s
all-inclusive answer is Jesus Christ. We must
conquer death by laying hold of life in Hiim. Ged
has made Hiim to be redemption unio us, whieh
means that we are delivered from death by being
liygingly united to Himn. Never let us ferget that
the eomplement of having Christ in us is that
we are in Christ. 1t is pessible te get into diffi-
eulties even over that mest wonderfull truth of the
indwelling Christ, because doubt may so attaek us
8 to make us wender even about our own ex-
perienee. That is the tifme to claim that we are
in Christ—=Ged has placed us there. This is re-
demptien. 1t means that He is responsible for

h "

everything, and will deliver us by His life. Naomi
proved, and we must prove, that full deliveranee
comes by knowing our Redeemer.

III. JOB—DELIVERANCE FROM THE
DEVIL

Thee third great example in the Oldl Testament
is Job. He was the man who cried out “ 1 know
that my redeemer liveth™ (Job xix,25), and proved
redemption's power to deliver him from Satan. It
seems to me that one of the great lessons of the
book of Job is this—that what happens to us
is of far less importance than what happens in
us. The great matter is our owm spiritual re-
action to the test. The Lord does not seem to
have been very concerned with what happened to
Job. Of course Job was very concerned about
it, and so are we. It is that which constitutes
our problem. What the Lord was concerned
about, and greatly concerned, was Job's behaviour
under the trial. Andl it was that which most con-
cerned the devil, too.

THE HIDDEN ISSUES

Though he little realised it, all Job’s trials were
caused by Satan. What a surprise he would have
hatd iff the curtain could have been drawn aside for
a moment, for him to see that alll his calamities
amt trials—Sabeans, Chaldeans, fire, wind, wifie
amt friends—all that beset him and made life a
trial and a burden was really traceable back to a
hidden, spiritual foe. No doubt if he had realised
this, he would have felt, even more than he did,
how i it was to keep a steady spirit.
This is true of us all. When we, too, are beset
with such troubles and suffering, with assaults
from those who are avowedlly our enemies and
from those who ought to be our friends, let us
remember that there are secret and spiritual issues
behind it alll. If only we would make it our first
concern that Satan should have no advaniage!
Our question should always be, What is the devil
trying to get out of this? How nruch that goes @n
among the Lord’s people would never happen iif
they asked themselves that questiom! atever
emerges from any given circumstances, whether
we are blamed, rejected or vindicadst], the one
thing we should never permit is that Satan should
have his way.

HUMAN RESOURCES NOT ENOUGH

This was a Satanic attack, and therefore quite
beyond Job's ability to deal with it. Alll Hommaan
resources of cheerfulness, buoyancy, tenacity and
courage, are quite insufficient against such a foe.
Thee human soul, even at its best, is no match
for the devil. Job was a valiant fighter, but all
his strength was of mo avail because he was up
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against spiritual enmity. He broke dowm, as any
mam must, for however strong and cmurageous
the soul may be, it is no match for the kkiingdom
of darkness. Job tried hard, but he failed. He
broke dowmn, and in his agony cried out for his
redeemer. Now he has nothing else, but he
affirms that there is One who is on his side.
Somewhere, he cries, though 1L knew net where,
there is the living God, and somehew, at seme
time—though 1 knew net hew ner when—He
will exiricate me from this hellish eenspiraey:
Though evefybedi else be against me, He will
take my part. 1 knew that ry redeemer liveth,
and that He will stand up fof me, if et Rew,
then in eiernity. ANl else has failed lfﬂe iﬁ this
unegual &fugge with the HBSW€F§ 8f gaFkness,
g;i@tu é:ée eanfet fail. 1 stand 4pen redemptien

THE POWER OF ETERNAL LIFE

Since it is God Himself Who is our Redeemer,
we are brought into vital relationship with
eternity. Job did not understand why the Lord
had permitted his trials. He felt himself to be
a baffled and a broken man. One thing, however,
he could hold to, and that was that God was
on his side and would finally stand up as his
champion, in eternity if not in time. He was
prepared to walt until eternity, if necessery, and
to knew his deliveranee by resurreetion, if by ne
other means. He knew that sinee his windieator
was the living Lord even death and deeay eeuld
At prevent him “alt W sk day ™ figth wn@
fulll deliveranee by the Ged “witym 1 shall we
on My side . But eternity and resufrection are
mueh nearer than we think. Almest as seen
as Job had deelared -his inientien ef waiting
until beyend the grave, if , fer his eor-
Eiete deliveranee, e was giveR a visien ef Ged;

e saw the Lerd fer himself, and was brought

outt of all his difficulties. = Redemption means
the power of eternal life here and now. It may
be that we, like Job, shall have to take up the
position of being prepared to wait until eternity,
with nothing more than sheer faith in our living
Redeemerr until then. Even iff we have to wait
until eternity we shall be fully vindicated then.
We must be prepared to wait; but we shall not
have to. Even now Christ Jesus is made unto
us redemption. He is the resurrection and the life.

FAITH'S APPROPRIATION

Like Job we must never abandon faith in the
all-sufficiency of the living Lord. “1 kmow . . .
my redeemer . . .” In Job’s case the glory of
fulll deliverance was asserted by faith before ever
it was realised im experience. It is not a matter
of wailing until we see it all, that then we may
affiren that God has done it. Spiritually we have
it all now in Christ. We must appropriate Christ
Jesus as our full red jon, even as we have
done with regard to our justification and sanctifi-
€atlen.

Redemption means to be lifted out of our-
selves and our circumstances #o Christ. God
declares that this has been done. But we must
say our Amen, and enter in by faith. Surely the
statement of 1 Cor. i.30 is meant to stimulate such
faith. Perhaps this ennphasises what wisdiorm God
has shown in making Christ to be everything to
us. Knowing what poor creatures we are, when
spiritual issues are in view, He has made every-

ﬂ;% to depend upen His Sen, and not U‘pﬁﬁ us
at all. From us He requires the one simple con-
dition of faith.

The proof that this is true wisdiom is found in
the outworking. The man who commits all to
Christ discovers how blessedly true it is that He
is able to save to the uttermost. And such a man
has no other desire than to “ dllotw in the I{_.[fmlc:ﬂ"’..

“ A CANDLESTICK AlLIl OF GOLD ”
II. ITS CHARACTER AND FORM

Readirgy: Rev. i.12-20.
IN‘ our previous meditatiom, we said that there
are three things about the candlestick. One is
its function, another its character and a third its
form. We have already considered its flunction.
Lait us proceed to say a little about the others.

ITS CHARACTER, ALL OF GOD

The character of the candlestick—the state-
ment is, “ all of golld ™. Whenewer this means off
testimony is brought into view, whether in Exodus
¥&w of in Zechariah iv or in Rev. i, it is always

stated to be of gold. We all understand that in
the Word of God gold is the symbol for what is
of God. This candlestick is of God; man has
no place in it. As to its character, it is of God.

THE OUTCOME OF SUFFERING

Buit it is gold refined in the fiiee. Yes, it is all
of God in itself, but when it comes into relation
to us, when it becomes associated with the
Church, with the people of God here, 'we fiind
this exira factor comes .in, that it is the outcome
of fiery ordeal, it is that which is born of suffer-
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ing and of travail.

We must always discriminate in the sufferings
of Christ. There are two sides to them. There
are His atoning sufferings, which are umiquely
His, and no one has any part in them; but there
are those others which relate to His representative
work as perfecting unto glory, the destroying of
the ground of Sedan’s power. Now in Himself, of
course, there was no ground of Saetan’s power; He
was witheut sin; but at the same time He did take
the place of man te be tested aleng ene line, that
is, as t6 whether he weuld exereise that Divinely-
given respensibility «¥f fieewill i FH i W iHiteeaits
as apart from and independently of Ged. It was
pele that there was a wreng will in Himy, but 6
what weuld He hand His sinless Will? He was
fested as ie the use of that saered gift and
E8§Beﬁ§lBlll¥gd of chejes, lested In the HFes

t terrible ‘adversity, 1A sufferings ef gl kinds;
ahd the ee%e 1§§ue iR e ﬂ g Was—
weu gse_8th ef than *§ will; iR QFQEF

%; a/ ee§1pgg He egtl e f%%
§H 51 He eglld escape 3n eaﬂs lSF

That was repres tatﬂ @HH
e §Hﬁ‘éﬂﬁfﬂ§¥ We QF% we§ Bsie m

Efu‘ﬁ% g & w&v iR 1§ es§e w& gut sih Eﬁ

warv uﬁema&lm §e§u ﬂmé

WELE l
f:%;a 38 by ¢ Ha 1§
f%@ { 8 the QH ‘é Egﬁ
EBH g F@% e 1 8 it QH Qﬁy
€8Rsiderat] 8H

Having said that, we fiimd that this is the point
where testimony comes in. It is here the testi-
mony becomes something more than words,
truths and doctrines; it becomes something very
real, it becomes power, effectiveness, impact, when
it is established through suffering. I do want that
we should be helped to see this thing. 1 believe
it would help us a great deal if we could grasp it.
While the Lord has called us to serve Him,.and the
majority of Christians interpret the Lord's ser-
vice in terras of many outward activities—such
as preaching the Gospel to the unsaved, or ful-
filling a teaching minisiry, or doing many things
in different ways and of different categories, all
of which are included in His calling and we must
Adt in any way fail to recoanise our regponsibilities
In those matters—uve miust, at the same time, see
very clearly that it does not matter how much,
how earnestly, how continuously we serve the
Lord in these eutward ways, we yet do not escape
intense suffering. It might be thought that iif
only you are doing the Lord’s work, going where
He has sent you. doing the thing He has called
you to do, knowing of absolutely nothing that is
contrary to His mind, and being very open to
Him and constantly having dealings with Him

that there shall be nothing that offends Hfim,
then the Lord ought to facilittzte the doing of this
work by every means”im His power, acting
sovereignly and allowing no hindrances, no ad-
versities, never allowing you to be laid up or put
ouit of the work to which He has called you. But
it never was like that and it never will be,

SUFFERING INEVITABLE FOR VITAL
TESTIMONY

Look at your New Testament; you can look at
it from three standpoints. Firstly from the stand-
point of the great servants of the Lord upon whom
rested tremendous responsibiliity as the pioneers
and the foundation layers of the gospel for this
whole di tion; consider the work that they
did. Surely the Lord wanted the gospel preached
in Asia and in Europe and ev ere? Surely He
wanted these ehurches established”? Yes, there
is Ao guestien abeut it. Leek how utterly aban-
dened to the Lerd these fheh were, and see what
€lose acepunts they kept with the Lord as to their
lives, that there sheu d be nething efffendin dg
Him—men §1ﬂaplga eured eut for G@@I,. and yet
the talle abeut Safan Biﬂé@ﬂ (1 Thess. ii. 15),

of being desparaely ill. aphreditus .
wag siek Aigh upteld But @ a ad merey eA
hidi; and net en hik eﬁly; But on me §i§9 that
I Might ROt Rave SOFFeW HPBR SO @Hﬂ il
26-:27). The Lerd'’s §er§ & Were fhrewn inte
ﬁﬂ§6ﬁ; en 6 beds of H@§§ mesting every kind

of adversity ali §€8Eﬁiﬂ ? that t @P@i every
imaginable hindranee A iﬁtieﬁ d frustra-
tien of this V@fy thiﬁ i at 664 wants 4one. What
3 eontas E@ f§ erﬁg
§smswhsfsl N@i %ﬂ { g 5&?@ ﬁtﬁ%@

it was like that. 14 Ret escape ihg,

suffering of every Kind:

Then there is the second standpoint, that of
the individual churches, or the churches in the
different areas. There are not many churches
written to and represented in the New Testament
without some referemce being made o their suffer-
ings. What those chiurches had to suffier! 1t was
all im line with the" Lord’s purpese. They were
there in the will of God, they were standing for
Gatl, they had come right out for God, but He didl
nait shield them. He did not say to Satan, “TiHat
is sacred to Me; touch not Mine anointed.” They
suffered, and they were told that they would suffer;
it was imevitable.

Then there is the third standpoint, that of the
Church universal. What a history” This sacred
thing, this precious thing, this pear] of great price,
this wife of the Lamb, what a history of suffering,
of suffering unto death! Those early martyrdoms
under Nero when thousamds were just torn to
pieces by wild beasts—what a story! The Lord

£
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did not intervene with an angel to save them; they
went through it.

THE LORD MORE CONCERNED FOR A
TESTIMONY THAN FOR A WORK.

What does this mean? It means that the Lord
is more concerned for a testimony than for a work.
We need to get clear on that. A good deal of con-
fusion comes in when you begin to think of things
in the light of a work. When you get a lot of
people leaving their employment to go into “the
werk, all kinds of complications arise; and really
the Lord is not, in the first place, after the work.
1 am not saying you are not to work for the Lord,
buit in the first place it is not the work the Lord
Is after, it Is a testimony, it is a light, a living
flame. As 1 was saying, it is here that testimony
becomes something more than a system of truth
and teaching. Do not be too concerned to pass
off on to other people certain terms, certain ideas,
certain truths, *Hbawe you seem tthe tth of this?
Have you seen the truth of that?” What you
mean by such language is truth as a teaching, as
a concepi. Be infinitely more concerned that
there shall be a living impact of life, before you
say anything. People will see you have something
before you speak.
That is the testimony. That is only born of
suffering.

“To you it hath been granted in the behalf of
Christ, not onlv to believe on him, but also to
suffer in his behalEf” (Phil. i.29). It is gramted
t@ you! You will not reach out your hands

eﬂy to receive that! It is givem, a gift—to

¢ for Him. The testimony comes that way.
If you ever should think that,in ggitiirg) imto the
w@fk of God you are going to find a good deal of
ratification and satisfaction and pleasure, that it
F $ going to answer to something in you that you
long for—to be “in tthe Lomd’s work'll=ymn aee
destined to disillusiommemt, for you will find that
it might have been easier for you to have stayed
where you were than to get into what you call
the Lord’s work.

Lait me say further that it is just here that real
effectiveness is secured—at the point where suffer-
ing: begins. It is a law established now in this very
universe slnce Adam failed, that every bit of
fruitfuless of the earth, of human lives in every
tfealm, is the outcome of travail, the result of
some fiery ordeal. Fruit for God im the spiritual
realm, the real effectiveness of testimony, is bora
of suffering and travail. It is here again that the
Lotd gets something more than our actiivities.
He gets something which cannot be expressed in
fere language, that is, in terms of truth: something
whieh eannot be found in mere external actiivities.
it is semething wrung out of the soul, it is the

*Yoau Haaxee ssoneething Il needd.

travail of the soul, that satisfies God.
that He gets something.

THAT TO WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT
COMMITS HIMSELF

Now, this is the character of that which has the
testimony; and being like that—something dealt
with in the fire, and which is not the fruit of only
one fiery ordeal but of many—that is the thing to
which the Holy Spirit commits Himself., Yow rwitee
in Zech. iv, where the Ffo?het deseribes what he
saw—the candlestick all of gold, the olive trees,
and the oil flowing from the elive trees te the
eandlestick, maintaining the living flame—the Aext
decleration that is made s, "*‘ﬁmﬁ, i W Wl of
the Loerd . . . Not By might, ner by pewer, but by
iy SpiFit ”. ' To what degs the H@ Eiﬂt %@mmlt
Himself? We pause here i9 ask oursalves, Wha

It is there

What is the use ef aﬁythmg witheut Him? TH efe
ettef Ve U4p. abselyiely de
1§ te a saag e§ ls= §9H.i€$ iR BHBPH Q

€an we de witheut the Hely §Eiﬂt§ after a 1@
is net a Christian Whe will net E@ﬁ il eﬂta
thl§; that if the He W}’ E%m 8 8¥ Wl IS, W
there ean B %eatﬁme wit 8 E %%%a f,
men, i it IQW gh 1@ EOmMK gl%@i Q%
fire, UE %E% 8 189
Beat% ut wit Fgfe ? %&Eﬁfﬂg%

ewg— ut fet
fRistak ea abaut § %5)‘? 8{ 8
d

is sifiking you. §§y§£ §
siriking yee 2R *as HEH@ it 1§% ﬂk%@@l’g

There is only one passage where God is re-
vealed as the striker of one of His own, and that
is Isaiah liii, and the Stricken One is His own
Son. We read, “we did estzenm i striciem,
smitten of God. and afflicted] . But that refers to
the work of atonement. God is not striking you
and me in that way. Dr. Pierson illustrated it
in this way. He had Been down to the smithy
and seen the smith and his helper at work. They
had the iron upon the anvil, taken out of the fire,
glowing, filaming. The smith himself had a little
hammer, just a little one, Bt his helper had a Ibig
one. The smith just touched the ifon and then
the other man came down with a terrific blow at
the place touched. The smith rapped again, at
another spot, with the little hammer and down
g:}ymel th;: heavy haigﬁmer at thait1 s%%tl lA little

ooking on, said, “What a 3illy thing" Vany
does the smith have such? & little hamimer? " Df.
Pierson said, “ My lboy, e it @illy poiiiiiig ouit te
place where the blow needs to be struck, and he
is leaving the other one to do the stiikikgn g Dk,
Pierson says it is very oftea like that. The Lotd
sees something that needs dealing with, straighten-
ing out; He just indicates, and the devil does the
rest. So the Lord is making the devil do His
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work to perfect His saints. It does seem to be
true in principke. Do not let the enemy tell you
that it is the Lord Who is doing all this hitting
and knocking about. It is the devil who is doing
it, and the Lord is letting him and using him.
The fact is that what God is after is a wrought
work, a beaten work. It is the result of first, the
fire, and then many a blow. It is after many
a blow that God gets something more im oufr
lives, or something in our lives is taken out of the
wayy. Any vessel that has not gone this way Is
only a candlestick without a flame—an ernament
There are plenty of beautiful ernaments in the
wayy of candlesticks, but that will net de. The
Holy Spirit commits Himself te the thing thai has
gone through the fire.

THE FORM OF THE CANDLESTICK—
'PLURALITY IN ONENESS

Now a word or two about the third thing in con-
nexion with the candlestick—the form of it. We
have the fulll description in Ex. xxw. Sumining it aJl
up, it amounts to this—Iit is something corpeorate.
It is a plurality in oneness. There are six branehes
to the ceniral stem. 1n the Revelation, the figure
somewhat changes but the principle dees net.
There we read of seven gelden lamp-stands, but
there is One like unte the Sen ef man iR the
fhidst, and He helds them all in His hapnd. He
fhakes them ene By His ewn persen. 1t is the
eneness of ene Divine Man, and yst Fﬁuiﬁ% '
fany, but One. My theught here is th §=i- aé
G4 gets His testimeny 1p fulness, het iR ed
and dnrelated Indivigials of parties But IR §9F%€=
thing that Has Besh WFeUght iRte 3 SReRess
Hi5s fives. OR, Whep Ged really does Weld ehll:
aren of His tegether threugh sUFErRgG, %7& have
semethin V%N JQFEE!%H% {e the EBE : Ren W%

{Hrough fhe Hres {9gether g‘é@ s
e sUierin %HQ fhe sortows fRraUdh e vears
togetyer, 4 / ¥easgn Bf 4Het G6H Ha: §0HE
§gm@ e 17 HAEIRG W8 2%:98 g g89§98§§
@k af QHIWAf ek, B%EW&‘F F&S
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ONENESS THROUGH SUFFERING

It is something like that between the Lamb and
the bride, and it is to be like that between the
members of His Body. It will only be brought
about by suffering. Therefore God allows com-
panies to suffer. A church goes through trial to-
gether: it comes out with something of an iin-
wrought oneness which represents something very
much of Gaid. You cannot explain this except from
God’s standpeint. It is something very precious
to God. It Is therefore significant that when
this presentation of the Son of man in the midst
of the gelden candlesticks is given, the very first
thing that is said about Him is that He is clothed
with a garment dewn to the foot. Before you be-
gim to teueh en details, aspects, you get the whole
—that searnless rebe, that garment which en-
velepes all, that whieh brings every merber into
gneness, that whieh makes Himn eemplete, ene
?eﬁ% the Sen ef man;: ene garment from head te
get. You see the pelnt:

He is coming to the churches, and the first
church is Ephesus; and He will speak there about
first love. Oh, the fires of Ephesus! What fiires
that church went through! Evidently, there was
some very wonderful love wrought into that
chureh. Now He, clothed in His all-embracing,
all-encompassiing robe, comes to Ephesus and
says. ‘Something has h here,. something
has gone wrong. first love has been left”. One-
ness has come out of His death, His Cross. In
the power of His resurtection He has overcome
all that is against oneness—alll divisien, all schism;
He has destroyed it in His death. He comes forth
as the One In the eneom%a&sm of one robe
frorn head to foot. New He finds what is so
contrary te the work of His Cross—division, loss
of the first love. The thought is this—that we
have to go into the Cross in this sense, that we
have to knew the suffering which fid of the
self. whieh deals with all that divides, we have to
come up out of a travail inte a fieepesdined
oneness, and the Lotd gets His satisfastion.

This is not meant to be oppressive, but it is
something we have to look at. We are concerned
about effectiveness, what we have called impast,
spiritual influence: not words, net teaching, net
a framework of things, not a form, but the fiakae
which js something so much mere thamn werds,
the regisiration of that power of liviAg . That
is what the Lord Is afier, and that is Why He deals
with us as He does. We have te eafmit ourseives
to this: 1t will help us te undersiang the fmean-
ine of eur sufferings. May the Lerd give us
grace {e do the hardest thing for anyend te d8
Raturally, that is, to give a Hew interpretatien te
sutferlng—that it is a depesit, a trust: 1t i seme-
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thing which has bound up with it the real thing
that we are after. If 1 understand the Chiistian
life and the ways of God at all,, I have found it
always to be like this, and 1 have seen it so often,
that when people have asked the Lord for more
power, more life, more blessing, more spiritual
wealth, for some gain—when they have

meant it, it has not been long before they have
gone into someihing exceedingly testing, and the

Lord has answered their prayer in that way. They
did not ask for that; probably they would not
have asked for anything if they had known what
would result; but that is how the Lord does it in
the mystery of His ways. Let us see that it is
real value He is after. He does not protect firom
adversity anything that is most precious to Hfim.
It is that which is precious to Him which He seems
to feel is most worthy of His refining fire.
T.A-S.

“ SEEK MEEKNESS *

Reading:: Zeph. ii.RB; Matt, xi.25-30.

YOlUJ will note from the opening words of the

prophecies of Zephaniah that the word of the
Lord came to Zephaniah in the days of Josiah.
Hits pro in the main are concerned with
the day of the Lord which is at hand—a day
which 1s described as “a day of wratth, a day off
trouble and distress, a day of wasieness and deso-
latlen, a day of darkness and gloomiﬁess a day
of clouds and thick darkness™ (Zeph. i.15). It
Is a very sembre picture that Zephaniah paints,
and at first glanece this is surprising when it Is
remetbered that it was in the tifie of Josiah that
there teek place ene of the greaiest revivals ever
kaewn in judah. This faet 15 a serious warning,
a5 susgesting that in a day when it leeks as I
things are going well we must be eareful fiot to
draw Wreng esnelusions: 1n sueh a day the Lerd
fRay spealk from Heaven wiih selemn werds eon-
eerhing the wrath that is coming.

The point of that for the individual is this. The
whole of Judah seemed to be in the revival, but
it can only have been in an outward way. Their
hearts cannot have been in it, or the Lord would
surely have turned away His wrath from them.
We may be associatedl with something which in
some respects is a real movement of the Lord,
and in an outward way we may be taking part
in it all, but our hearts may nevertheless be
estranged from Himn. It is a heart matter, then.
That is the vital thing to be considered. It is not

a guestien of whether we are im the outward
framework of things, but whether we are in heart
adjusted to the'Lord.

PARTICULAR COUNSEL FOR AN END
TIME

Contemplating such a day as is foretold, we
come to the second chapter of Zephaniah, and
we read verse 3:
~ Seck ye the Lord. alll ye mesh obt ieecantth,
that have kept his ordmances., seek righteous-
ness, seek meekness: it may be ye will be
hid! in the day of the Lovdfss anger ™

Here is the prophet’§ counsel in a day when

2

great darkness and gloom are impending.
“ Seek righteousness, seek meeckness™ 1 am
nat going to attempt to speak about righteous-
ness: that is not my theme, though it is
equally worthy, of course, of deepest eon-
templation; but I want to emphasm the ex-
hortation to “seelk meekness™ in such a day &
the prophet foretells. We are living at the end
of another dispensation than that in which the
prophet lived, but in our case also deep dlarkness,
gloom and judgmeﬂt are soon to deseend upen the
world: and may we noi take it ihat the Lerd's
counsel to us in such a day is the same—*seek
righteousness, seek mesknass”?

MEEKNESS—LIKENESS TO THE LAMB

The question is, what is meekness? 1 would
like to stress that the Bible meaning of the word
has no connection whatsoever with that distorted
conception of meekness which is commonly held
by so many; we scornfully desctlbe a man -as

‘meek and mild\ That is net the meaning of
the word “meek” if e BiYe. I have beeh &mg*
ing to discover just what meekness is. 1n the
epistles it is namied as ene ameng ether meral
virtues (Gal. v.22, 23, ete.). 1t is net, wehniecally
at least, the sum tetal of all other vartues, but it
seems 1o gather jnte itself §8 ﬁia y Ehef Viftue.fz
that, for praetieal f%f ee m
: 4
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What is that in practical terms? How does it
work out? If we reflect upon almost any of the
sworthy characters in Scripture, we shall find in
them some aspect of what meekness is. We can,
.at this time, look at only one or two.

THE OUTCOME OF MEEKNESS
(a) INHERITANCE

First of all, as to the use of the word itself.
David said, “ The mesk shall inherit the kand ™
(Ps. xxxvii.ll) and the Lord Jesus Himself con-
firmed this when He said—" Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the eawrdth™ (Matt.
v3). So meekness is related to inheritance. The
possession of that which God has for us comes
to us as the outcome of meekness. “The meeik
. . . shall iinhefit.”

(b) DOMINION

Then, when the Lord rode into Jerusalkim on
the occasion which we call the triumphal entry,
He rode upon an ass, and in Matthew’s record of
the incident words are taken from the prophet
Zechariah and quoted as follows:—* Behold, thy
king cometh unto thee meek, and riding upon an
ass " (Matt, xx1.5). So that with Him, at least,

meekness Is linked with royalty, domifiom, au-,

thority; and this is confirmed by the later werd,
in the midst of the throne . ... a Lamb . . .”
(Rezv. w.6).

(c) REVELATION

Ami then meekness is undoubtedly associated
with the matter of knowing the Lord. Psalm xxv
particularly is one in which David uses this word,
and others with a similar import. “ The: ek wiill
he guide in justice; and the meek will he teach
his way.™ “ The sectet of e Lo is with thin
that fear himn)” Meekness qualifies for the
knowledge of the secrets of the Lord. It was in
that very conneciion that the Lerd Himself spoke
of meekness. He had been speaking abeut the
revealing of the Son and of the Father, and said,
“T thank thee . .. that thou didst hide these things
from the wise and understandiing, and didst re-
veal them unio babes» (Matt, x1.25). Whenever
the Lord wanted an example to set ever nst
the highminded, preud thoughts ef men, He al-
ways teek aﬁ litttle elfga aigd Hgg hif in the midst,
sRying In effect, e SUPHIMR X
of what yoeu eught te be \. 1t is to babes that the
Father reveals the secret things. And in the pof-
tien ef Matt, xi to which we have just referred
the Lord almost immediately followed the refer-
ence to revelation by saying, “[Leaith of me, for
I am meek ”. So we are justified in saylng that
fmeekness is the ground of all true revelation. The
knowledge of the Lord is given to the meek.

It those three things alone — inheritance,
dominion, revelation—depend on meekness, then
we have ground enough for seeking meekness;
buit lef us keep in view all the time that this
counsel of the prophet to seek meekness is in the
light of the day of wrath that is about to come.
“ 1t may be ye will be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.” There are tremendously big possibilities
bound up with seeking (and, of course, finding)
meekness.

MEEKNESS EXPRESSED AND DIEWHILOPHED
(A) IN MOSES—THIE FRAYTTENT ERARING QF REPROACHEH

The man outstanding in meekness above all
others of his time was, of course, Moses. You
remember the story of Miriam and Aaron who
said, “ Haith e Lo imched Spoken omly with
Moses?” (Numbers xii.2), and the Lord’s diefence
of His serwamt—"If there be a prophet among
yay, I the Lord will make myself known unto thim
In a vision, I will speak with him in a dream. My
servaat Moses is not so . . . with him will I speak
mouth te meuih . . . and the form of the Lord shall
he beheld.” Meses had revelation beyond that

iven te ethers. And what was the explanation of
this outstanding knowledge of God? “Now i
man Meses was very meek, above all the men
that were upen the face of the earth ™ (Numbers
xii.3). Meekness was the ground of revelation.

Didi Moses have anything to do with inheri-
tance? It was he who led the people right through
to the very brink of their inheritance, and then
he himself missed it on one point—a breakdown
in meekness. * He spake unadvisedly (offendedly,
angrily) with his Lips™ (Psa. cvi.33), and be-
cause of that breakdown, he personally could
nait efter into the land. One breakdown in meek-
ness resulted in the loss of inheritance.

Amnd Moses was related to government and
authority, for he was an uncrowned king over
his people; he led them like a shephetd leading a
flock. Surely his qualification to reign was because
his meekness before God constituted him a man
Divinely .equipped.- It was a lamb in the throne,
when Moses reigned over Israel.

So Moses illustrates the threefold fruit of
meekness. But that itself is not particularly help-
ful. Help comes when we begin to contemplate
the practical expressiom of his meekness and the
school in which he acquired it. How was it pro-
duced? In passin%,. let us remark that it says of
Moses that the skin of his face shone with the
light of heavenl% glory, and he did not know it
(Bx. xxxiv.29). Do let us take note that meekness
is not something Wwe boast in, or even know about;
meekness is what others see upon us. The glory
of the meekness of Moses was an ious
glory, and so it must always be.
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Butt what made Moses what he was? To find
that, we must review his whole history. No doubt
there was a good deal of self-esteam in the be-
ginning. He had every reason to be proud in
virtue of his upbringing and abilities. Then fol-
lowed those forty years in the wilderness, when
every conscious ability was lost. Then those other
forty years, leading that provoking people through
the wilderness. That was calculated to produce
something in a man in Moses* position, and that
1s the emphasis which stands out fer me. We tee
seek meekness, and if so be that ihe Lord g@ranis
us our request, how may we find what we seek?
Perhaps in the same way that Meses found ijt—
shut up for a prolonged time with a people un-
grateful, intolerand, impatient, unjust, ready te

fling at him a charge of cruelty of ingompetence

the moment God withheld semething from them.
No water?—ihem Moses is t6 blame! Ne fiesh
to eat? Moses must somehow produce it 1t is
Moses whe is respensible! He had te bear it alt;
all came en him, an inAeeent man; ene uhjust
accusation after anether was flung at Rim. 1t
takes us fight ever to the meek One of Whem
it is said, “wien e waks reviled, (#) rMIRE nokt
again: when he suffered, (he) threatened net” @
Pet. {i.23).

If you want to see the consummate expression
of meekness in the case of the Lord Jesus, of
course you turn to the story of His trlal, and you
read of the taunts, the jeers, the smitings and
spittines and insults—and wrath fises up within
you. It did net fise up in Him. because He was
meek. 1t rises in us—we say, in indignation for
Him. Well, perhaps that may be right in ene
sense, but eur treuble is that it rises up in iA-
dignatien fer ewrselves when we are feund in
that pesition—and that is the proef that we are
Ael: mheek. URder unjust aeeusation, with peeple
unerateRdl foF all GUF polng out of surselNes on
their Behalf. threwing Baek gur kindness iR euf
faee, shgrglm?u Hg Wiih ga mefive of injury father
than of helpfulness. aRd we knewwm the truth te
be What if is—hew d8 we fespend then?

We know how the Lord Jesus responded. That
is how we ought to respend. The Word says
“seek meskiess”, Are we prepared to seek
meekness on those terms? Thank God, in mmatiers
like that. He does not consult us. He acts
sovereignly for us and leads us into the school
that is going to develop what we wanty But He
probably does wait for our heart desire in that
direction. It may be that the situation that we
are in now is like Moses' situatiom: we feel it is
intolerable, and unjust, and that for the sake of
righteousmess (which also we are bidden to seek)
we ought to rise up and put other people in their
place and have matters out with them. But re-

member, we have to seek meekness as well as
righteousness; and if we examine our heart, we
may find that to bring other people thus to
account would not be in us the expression of our
close following of the Lamb, but rather of the
Lem—dbe natural lion in us roaring beecause it
does not like the conditions. 1Is this true? Nene
of us can speak down to another in this. 1t takes
buit a8 little of this kind of treatment to find eut
whether the Lamb or the roaring lien is dominant
withln us; but this was the way mheekness was
developed 'and expressed in Meoses' €ase.

Many of our brethren in the earth to-day are
being called upon to go the way the Lord went—
suffering ignommimy;, scorning, spitting, reproach
and imprisonment for the Name. What if they
rise up in wrath against their enennies? Will that
serve them or the Lord? But iff they are fimd-
ing meekness, they are bearing the trial as He
bore it, and they are overcoming as He overcame.
It does not present an easy prospect. May not
this become more and more a feature of the end
of the dispensation? for remember that
Zephaniah's exhortation to “seek meekness™
belongs to an end time.

(B) INI DAVID—WAITING FOR THE LORD

Lett us add a few words concerning meekness
as seen in David. Didl David know anything
about inheritance, and domimiam, and revelation
of the Lord? It was he who was God's chosen
king to bave dominion over Isfael, and who
brought the people of God te the fulness of their
inheritance as ne other befere him had ever done.
As to revelation, his psalms express an intimacy
with Ged sueh as few fen have ever knew; and
it was he te whem was given the pattera of the
ieple. that wenderful embediment of Divine
iheushts. And when we eeme e examine the

ualities of this man ef §lieh guistanding aehieve-

ents we have pe ditisulix iR sesing that meek-
hess was a marked fealure of his Aharaeter.

The word “meei\, or othas exprssiive of the
same idea, are common in his psalms. How did
he acquire meekness? One line, at any rate, along
whieh he was pressed inte knowing its meaning
was by that almest intelerable waiting for Saul.
We do net knew preeisely for hew long he was
hunted by Saul in the wilderness, but it was evi-
dently for seme years: and during all that time
he suffered wrengfully, being kept from his
Divinely-appointed place. unable ie enter in and
do what He lenged o d6. and what he knew in
his heart Ged had ealled him 6 de~césyived of
his rights because anether sioed in the way. And
yet Be writes, “FRt net thyself beeause of evil
doers . . . they shall §8?H_ g cut dewn like the
g¥ass . ... the meek shall inherit the land ¥ Psa
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-chooses .

*Soon’™ be cut off!

xxxviii. 2, 11). _
.you and | mean by “ soon ”? David waited years.

What do

Waited for what?—for Saul 1o die? That is
what most of us would have said. But David says

-otherwise. He says, ™ Wait for the Lord™ (Psa.

xxxvii.7, 9). It was a favourite expression of his.
With him, * soon ” meant “as soon as the Lord
He bad committed his cause to the
Lord, and was content ta leave the issues with
Him. This is the mark of meekness. The meek
man is he who has his eyes on the Lord and is
submissive wholly to His will. The man wbo is
not meek has his eyes on Saul and savs in his
heart, * When are you going to get out of the way
-and let me have my place?’ Even though another
be usurping what is ours, and our rights be taken
from us, the meek man says, ‘ Lord, if Thou dost

-want me to have them, when Thy time comes

Thou wilt give them to me, and until Thy time,
I will not do anything to get them myself . Re-
member how David nearly fell 10 the 1emptation
when Saul was in his power. He went so far as
to cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe, but he bad a
bad time about it and repented. Then there is
that story of Abigail who saved David from
avenging himself on Nabal. David says, “ Blessed
be the Lord, the God of Israel, who sent thee
this day to meet me: and blessed be thy dis-
cretion, and blessed be thou, that hast kept me
this day from bloodguiltiness, and from avenging
myself with mine own band ” (I Sam. xxv.32);
and then, speaking of Nabal a little. later on,
the Word says that the Lord smote him. David
thanks the Lord Who did for him that which he
himself had not been suffered to do for himself.
This is 2 man learning meekness. But it is a fiery
business indeed to learn that lesson.

We have not much of Dawvid’s spirit in us by

nature. Can we wait for the Lord? Can
we wait patiently, restfully, confidently? In
times of such trial as David endured, all

that which is the reverse of meekness will
Teveal itself by an impatient and intolerant spirit,
not merely toward men, but also toward the
Lord. In the case ot David, there is nothing so
magnificent as his ability to wait and wait until
the Lord did the thing which he might have done
for himself again and again if he had been other

tban the man be was.

* Seek meekness "—and it may be that in
answer 10 our prayer the=Lord will put someone
else in our place, take away all our rights and
let another have them, and then say to us, *Just
wait; wait for Me ', It will put us through disci-
pline. Meekness is a thing that has to be sought,
and 1t is hard to find when it is to be found only
along a road like that. But go to Him. He was
the meek One. He let go all His rights, counting
them not something to be grasped at, emptied
Himself right down to the depths of the Cross,
letting all go until His Father gave it all back
to Him: and He lived in the quet assurance of-
that coming day. The meek man says, * By meek-
ness I shall inherit, by meekness I shall reign; nay,
in meekness, I do reign; in meekness, 1 am in-
heriting—for every new measure of meekness that
comes into my life is a new possession of Christ,
I am inheriting Him'. And as the heart learns
meekness, it is newly opened to the precious
secrets of the Divine heart, and the counsel of the
Lord is with such a one.

MEEKNESS A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, NOT
A WORK OF THE FLESH

- Meekness is the inwrought nature of Christ
which qualifies him who possesses it to share
the Throne of the Lamb. That Throne should
be more and more in our view as we approach
the end of the age, when the dark day of the
Lord’s wrath for this world is drawing nigh.
Would we *“be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger ”, and do we aspire to share the Throne?
Then let us heed the propbet’s counsel to “ seek
meekness ¥, making sure that ours is an actual
heart experience of the reality. and not a mere
outward association with what seems to be an
activity of God. Meekness is not something which
can be put on; nor is it the preduct of any work of
ours. It comes only from within by the Holy Ghost
as we submit to the disciplining bhand of God
upon us. It is costly to acquire, and the price
demanded is our uiter death to all self-intercst.
But the Throne is the Throne of the Lamb, and
“if we suffer, we shall also reign with him” (II
Tim. ii.12).
G.P.

“ BEHOLD, MY §ERVANT ”

VI,

Readings: Matt. xx.25-28; John xii.16; Luke
xix.17. Phil. 1i.7-8; 11 Tim. 11.20-21.
THESE passages all bear upon the matter of

service. and they deal with service from centre
to circumference: that is, right at the centre in the

e 1

THE SPIRIT OF THE BONDSERVANT

matter of service the Lord Jesus Himself is placed.
He took the place and the form of a bondservant,
and He said of Himself: * The Son of man came
not {o be ministered unto but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many". So that the

s ~



Master is presented to us as the chief Servant,
as the exemplary Servant, the very model Ser-
vant and the model of service.

It is not so much the service as the spirit of

the Servant that we want to consider at this time;

not mainly the work, but the atmosphere of Him
Who did it. It is something to contemplate and
to meditate upon. * The Son of man came not
to be ministered unto but to minister ” is a tre-
mendous statement. The ministry of the Son of
man is not that of an official, but of a bond-
servant. On more than one occasion He sought
to impress upon His disciples that their lives here
were on the same basis, and were to be governed
by exactly the same spirit. They were here to
be servants, and servants of all.

If you knew what that word * bondservant”
meant in the realm where it was the common lan-
guage, you would know that it was a very strong
word. It certainly did not mean that the one who
was in that position could consult his own prefer-
ences, and do as he liked or desired. There could
never be any consultation with self. The bond-
slave had no rights whatever in the realm of what
was personal to himself. The very fact that he
was a bondslave meant that all his own_personal
rights were removed. He was possessed for a
purpose—it may have been (as was usual) to
serve a houschold—and for that household he
must live, and never consult his own feelings or
interests. The Lord Jesus said that He took that
position.

Probably if we had looked at the face of the
common bondslave of those days, we should have
seen the depressed, joyless countenance of pne
who had very little interest in life. But that was
not so with the One Who presented Himself as
the chief of the bondslaves, the Lord Jesus: that
is, this position of His did not mean that because
He could not consult His own interests or feelings
He was miserable, and life had very little mean-
ing for Him. The spirit of this Bondslave was
the spirit of joyous, glad and grateful abandon-
ment. To be cut offi from Himself and all that
would please Himself meant no hardship, because
He was always viewing it from the positive side,
and not from the negative—from the side of gain
to others and the satisfaction to the One Whose

~ .

Servant He was.
THE GOVERNING MOTIVE OF SERVICE

That introduces the governing motive of ser-
vice. What is the governing motive of the bond-
slave of Jesus Christ? Tt is not compulsion, it is
not option; it is lgye. No ministry of the ser-
vant of Jesus Christ can be a triumphant ministry
unless there is a deep. strong. abiding love. Loye
is the motive force of this kind of service. There

is all the difference between that and what is.
official, by appointment—what we call organised
work and service. Sooner or later we shall break.
down, find ourselves brought to a standstill where .
we can go no further, in a terrible state of con-
fusion apout the whole situation, unless there is.
an adequate love, not only for the Lord but for
all those in the midst of whom we are called to:
serye. Love is going to_solve our probiems and
to bring us into victory; but apart from a sufficient.
love the problems of human make-up, the many
differences of disposition and character and all
that goes to make up a company, and the con-
tinuous drain and strain, with all the pressure that
comes from the enemy, will present a problem, a
perplexity and a paralysing task. Only love will
get us through, and love is the motive-power of
the servant.

We may ask, How did the Lord manage to
maintain the relationship with His disciples? They
were so difficult, so different, so disappointing.
“Having loved his own . .. he loved them unto
the end ”. That is the answer. Love got above
all that they were: love gave the extra thing which
enabled Him not to take them just as they were
and end there.

So in our relationships, the spirit of the true
servant is only possible as there is a deep love.
Upon all those who have ideas of serving the
Lord and working for Him T would urge this con-
sideration, that the work of the Lord is not some
thing which you outwardly and objectively take
up. It is (if it is the true thing) the outworking
of love for the Lord and for those who are the
objects of His love. That is very simple, but it
goes to the heart of things. Sooner or later you
and I will be brought to the position where the
question will be , Have we sufficient love to go
on? Can we find enough love in our hearts to
get us through this particularly difficult situation?
The situation will be constituted by all those
factors which resolve us into servants, bond-
slaves. It would not have become so acute if
only we had been esteemed and honoured, and
held in high regard. But when the situation is
created by a great deal being expected of us. by
demands being made upon our generosity, our
kindness. calling for an almost inexhaustible fund
of patience, and the letting go of personal feel-
ing; when really the main issue in the crisis is
this—I am being imposed upon: too much is be-
ing expected of me: I am treated as a servant—
that is where we are found out. Love alone
can support this service. We all need a great
deal more love to get through with iour servant-
hood. _

LOVE INCLUDES HUMILITY

Love embraces other things. He took *the
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form of a bondservant ... and . .. humbied him-

seif ”. To be a true servant according to Jesus
Christ means humility. The exact opposite of
the servant spirit is the spirit of pride, and there
is that in most men and women which at some
time or other is discovered and manifests itself,
which does not like to be regarded as a servant.
There is a revolt against being a servant, at every-
body’s beck and call. Liberty! Freedom! Do as
Yyou like! Be your own master! State your own
terms! To let go all such personal rights, to be
a servant, is not human nature as we know it.
*“He humbled himself.” There is no place for
pride in a true fellowship with the Lord Jesus,
because it is the fellowship of bandslaves. Pride
keeps many people out of the kingdom of God.
They will not humble themselves to acknowledge
that they are needy sinners. They will not come
to the place where they would be publicly recog-
nised as one of those Christians! Pride keeps
them out. Pride will take them to hell, just as
it took Satan from heaven to hell. Pride is the
enemy of believers as much as of the unsaved.
It robs us of the real value of service. We have
such stilted ideas of service. We do not mind
being in the Lord’s service if it means something
that brings us recognition. There are tremendous
dangers about recognised service. The Lord
Jesus humbled Himself.

LOVE INCLUDES FAITHFULNESS

What is the way of increased and added useful-
ness? In the parable of onr Lord we read that
1t was said to the servant: *“ Well done, thou
good servant: because thou wast found faithful
in a very little, have thou authority over ten

cities” (Luke xix.17). Does not that often
find us out? OQur bit is not important enough!
It does not seem to count very much! It

1s so small as hardly to be worth notice!
thou wast found faithful in a very little . .
Dos=s that fit you? Do you say, *Yes, * very
little ”, that truly is my position.” Do you see that
vou are in the very place where the Master takes
“account of your faithfulness, with a view to in-
creasing your usefulness? Do believe it! Whether
you feel you can accept it or not it is true, that
you will never be given an enlarged usefulness by
the Lord until you have been faithful in the very
little. You may take it that if the Lord promotes
He alwayvs does so because He takes account of
the faithfulness in the very little. The thing that
matters is not what people think about us as
servants but our attitude to what the Lord has
given us to do. If He has said: *This is what 1
want vou to do .. ., and then He can go on and
sav “ And this!” “ And this!’, adding to our re-
sponsibilities, it will always be on that principle of
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our being faithful in a very little. We are in
the school which has higher standards, larger
possibilities. >

“If a man therefore purge himself from these,
he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, meet
for the master’s use, prepared unto every good
work ™ (11 Tim. ii.21). That is another aspect.
“. .. a vessel unto honour . . . meet . .. prepared
unto every good work ”. On what condition?
“If a man . . . purge himself from these . . ."”
From what? “Now in a great house there are
not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of
wood and of earth; and some unto honour, and
some uuto dishonour”. OQur translation is de-
fective. It does not really say that in the original.
It is difficult to put it into one English word. It
really says, There are vessels unto honour and
there are vessels not unto honour {(not dis-
honour). The Lord has not in His House vessels
unto dishonour in that positive sense. All His
vessels that He has chosen are for good purposes,
but there are differences. There are some unto
honour, there are some not umto that honour. It
is possible to be a vessel unto honour, by
separating, by sanctifying, by consecrating, so that
it is something more than just an ordinary vessel
without any noteworthy purpose. It is a matter

‘of being wholly consecrated to the Lord. That

is the principle of honour and meet-ness for use
and being prepared unto every good work. It is
the positive side—not just being in the House
without any special feature or character, but a
vessel there right out for the Lord, as we say.
These two kinds of vessels are there—those which
are just there, teally featureless vessels, not
marked by any real value, and the gthers which
are wholly devoted, wholly consecrated, stretched
out to be all they can for the Lord.

THE BASIS IS THE CROSS

The basis of all this is the Cross: *. . . and to
give his Tife . . .”” He became obedient unto death,
the death of the Cross. This love can only spring
out of a heart in which the flesh has been dealt
with by the Cross. The self life must go to the
Cross.  This patience, this humility, this de-
votion. this love is 4ll the out-working of a cruci-
fied life, a life which from the beginning has come
to the Cross and abides there.

The Lord give us the spirit of the servant, and
may there in the future be about us all more
of that which was about Him—“not to be
ministered unto but to minister.” That is what
we are here for. Demands—constant and ever
growing demands! That is what we are here for.
Being imposed upon! Never allowed to have a
position of our own! Put it that way if you like;
but what we are here for is to serve. We are
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bondslaves. The day of exaliation and glory is
coming, it is not now. There will be a change
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some day: “. .. have thou authority . . .” But

"FOR BOYS

just now we are the bondslaves of Jesus Christ..
May we be that in truth.

T. A-S.
AND GIRLS

GOSPEL MESSAGES FROM THE ANTARCTIC (No. NIX)

*“ Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 will give thee
the crown of life” (Rev. ii.10).

“They which live should no longer live unto
themselves, bt unto him who for their sakes
died and rose again’ (I1 Cor. v.15).

HAVE no doubt that every man who went to
the Antarctic with Capt. Scott had a secrei
ambition 10 be amongst those who actually reached
the South Pole. But the difficulties of the journey
made it quite impossible for more than a few of
them to reach it. In one of our earlier talks we
spoke of the problems that had to be faced in
any journey made over the ice and snow. Every
bit of food and other necessary supplies bad to
be pulled on sledges, and there was obviously a
limit to the amount that could be taken. If the
journey was to be a long one, more stores would
be required than the men concerned could pull.
Other men—<called * a supporting party '—had to
go a part of the way, and then at a point hand
over ihe remainder of their stores to the men
who were going further—or else make a dump so
that their comrades, having completed their task,
could pick up the stores on their homeward
jourpey. But the supporiing party themselves
would need supplies for their own homeward
journey, and so sometimes another supporting
party had to go out to provide for them. You
can easily see that all this required the most care-
ful planning, as any breakdown in the arrange-
ments might have disastrous results. You can
see. too, how utterly dependent were the men who
were going furthest upon those in the supporting
parties. They could never hope to succeed with-
out them.

Plans for the actual journey to the South Pole
required tremendous care. The whole distance
from the expedition’s base to the Pole and back
was over 1,700 miles. and the journey was ex-
pected to occupy about five months. A very
larce quantity of stores was required, and a most
complicated set of arrangements had to be made
to ensure safetv. In the end, five men actually
reached the Pole. but as many as sixteen started
out. Two were sent back after travelling about
350 miles and two others after 500 miles. The
remaining twelve then climbed uvp the Beard-
more Glacier. of which we have been speaking in
our last two stories. None of them knew for
certain who would be selected as the ones o ad-

vance to the Pole. Capt. Scott himself would’
select thosz whom he thought most suitable when
it became necessary to make the decision. Thus
every man went forward in uncertainty, yet hoping.
fervently that he would be among the chosen
ones. The writer of our book was one-of the
twelve; but after all the labour of climbing the
glacier a big disappeointment awaited himm when
they had almost reached the top. This is what
he tells us:

‘This evening has been rather a shock . . .
Scott came up to me and said that he was afraid
he had rather a blow for me. Of course I knew
what he was going to say, but could hardly grasp
that I was going back—to-morrow. Four of us
are to0 return. Scott was very put about, and said
he had been thinking a lot about who should be
sent back and had come to this decision . . . He
seemed so cut up about it, saying “I think, some-
how, it is specially hard on you ™. 1 said I hoped
I had not disappointed him, and he caught hold

of me al_'xd said “ No—no—no 7, so if that is the
case all is well.

Scott himself wrote in his diary, ‘I dreaded

this necessity of choosing—nothing could be
more heart-rending °.

And so the hard decision was made. The four
men, after going so far, turned back, having
apcomphshed the task allotted to them. The other
eight went forward to within about 150 miles of
the Pole, and at that point three more were sent
back. to face again the perils and weariness of
the 700 miles journey to their base. They had
come so near to the goal, and yet had not been
permitted the satisfaction of reaching it them-
selves.  What would you have felt in such cir-
cumstances?  Yet we read of no word of protest
or complainl. nmo jealousy towards the five who
were to go on, and who did in fact reach the
Pole. The others had fulfilled their appointed
task, and without their faithful service the five
counld never have been in a position to complete
the journey. All were working to one end, and
the secret of their success was this—that every
man did exactly what Capt. Scott required him
to do. No one protested or disobeyed or sulked
because another seemed to have a more honour-
able place than he. Every man was utterly faith-
ful, vtterly loyal, utterly selfless, and this brought
succesy, Thosz whose task it was to help others

m--—l-—m_l——-_
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forward willingly took the place of servants so that
the others might go on, and those who were thus
helped gladly recognized that if they succeeded in
their task it was because the others had done their
part so faithfullly. No one lived * unto himssEf™,
Sseeking his own good or doing his owi will. There
was only one will governing them all—that of
their leader—and every man lived “ unto him .
Because of their loyal service his wise leadership
brought success to the whele enterprise. If any
fadn had failed te do his part, threugh weskness,
OF uWiliheaieess, o jedlusy, F dikemient, the
whele plan might have failed.

Now in the Bible the people of God are
;spoken of in various ways. They are likened to
runners in a race, with each one seeking to win
the prize. “So run, that ye may attain (to the
prize)” (1 Cor. ix. 24); * let us run with patience
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus ™
(HEb. xii.l1, 2), That suggests that each one is to
do his very utmost—if he can, to be ahead of all
his fellows. But God's people are also spoken of
as an army, in which the soldiers are fiot eom-
peting with one another but are all facing the
same foe, and working together for viciory. In
a battle the i thing is not so much what
happens to any individual soldier, but what hap-
pens to the army as a whole. Many a brave
soldier may fall after fighting with all his strength’
and courage. He may be lost, but his side may
wim, and to a true soldier that is what matters
most. Every man in the army is expected to do
his utmost, and to obey exactly the orders he
receives; and as each one does that he is contri-
buting his part to the success of the plan of the
one in command. * Be thou faithfiul unto death ™
(Rev. 1i.10) is the one thing required of a soldier.
Buft it leaves no place for any man to think of
his own interests or to grumble because he has a
different task from someone else. He must not
live “unto himsdff” but “ unto™ the one who
commands (him.

Qur commander of course is the Lord Jesus
Christ. He Himself when here on earth lived
exactly on this same basis. He said of Himself,
“1 am come dowm from heaven, not to do mine
owmn will, but the will of him that sent me ” (John
vi.38). He was gladly obedient to His Father
in every detail—" obedient even unto death, yea,
the death af the Cross  (Phil. ii.8). No thought
of Himself ever influenced Him in the Jeast. He
sought only His Fathers interests, not His own.
He was indeed “ faiitiffil] unto desth ™; amd
He seemed to lose everything—even life iitself—
by being faithfull. yet that was not the end of the
story. His reward' followed, for God raised Him
from the dead and * highly exalted him, and gave
unto him the name which is above every name "
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(Phil. 1i.9). With God, faithfulness never goes un-
noticed or unrewarded. And our explorers—those
wito were in “ tthe supportiing parties” as welll a5
those who went right on to the Pole—alll did their
duty faithfully because all obeyed exactly the
orders they received from their commander: they
lived “wnto him ™ amd mot “‘wirc thesisebress ™,
and the honour of reaching the Pole belonged fet
only to the five whe actually arrived there but te
all who by their faithfuliess contributed to the
SULICCESS.

Butt, quite honestly, do you think you would
have been content to be only a faithful member
of the supporting party and not one of the five?
Yau would not, iff you lived at ail “ umio y@uitr-
self . Youw would have been envious of the five,
and annoyed with the leader for not choosing
you; and you would probably have done your
part in anything but a cheerful and willing spirit.
That would net be “faitifuhess * itn Ged’s §n%lm
Lat us be quite frank—it is a costly way ihat
Gud asks us to go. It jeaves no place whatever
for self. It meant for our Lord Jesus His death
upon the Cross. It will net mean that for us,
because He died “for all”, awd mo @i can fol-
low Himn in that; but we are required to fellow
Hiim in net living * unto eurselves "—that is, in
gladly leiting %_@ our ewn persenal desires and
ambitiens and iVlnghiﬂ perfect obedience to MHim
8s our Captain. That is what Ged means by
faithfulness.

Capt. Soott’s men were a brave and loyal com-
pany. His will was all they sought to do. They
had not gone to the Antarctic seeking personal
glory, but to serve the purposes for which Capt.
Soott had planned. Listen again to the words of
one of them who was not allowed the privilege of
going on to the Pole—one who was only a helper
of those who seemed to have the greate¢ honour.

‘T said (to Capt. Sooit) I hoped I had not dis-
appointed him, and he caught hold of me and
said “ No—no—no ™, so if that is the case all is
well’

I wonder what we say in our hearts (iff not with
our lips) when the Lord tells us that He wants
us to be a member of one of the “suymmtiing
parties’ and not one of the more prominent
peopfe: when He says, in efffect, “1 kmow you \axy
much want to do so and so, but My will for you
is different from that, and I want you to do some-
thing which will seem more humble and insig-
nificant and less attractive and will appear to give
other people mere prominence than younssdf:.
Owr answer will be evident by the way in which
we carry out the task He gives us—whether we deo
it grudgingly or giadly: gladly, whatever it €osts;
just because He_¢ §?§ it for us and therefers
we readily obey Hii- 1t i5 the glad serviee alops
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which He calls faithfull service.

Im the presence of such a call, do we live * unto
ourselves " or “ unto him™? Can we say like our

writer, *ssp adlliss weHI17? TiHeeee iss carlly coree wegy

to such a victory—it is by yielding to the Spitit
of our Captain who was “ faithfdl unto death *.
Hiis Spirit is within you if you have believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and’ will sirengthen you
to follow jn His footsteps if you really desire to
do so. Do yeu desite it? This is the ehallenge
of our talk together. Willl you tell Him that frem
this time you want, by His enabling, te live enly
“unte him ™ whe for your sake “ died and rese
agai®, and te be faithful to His ecommands
whatever they fpay eest you?

Amtd you may have this assurance—that iff you
are faithfull in that which He asks you to do, even
if for the present it scems less desirable and less
honoured than that which others are doing, the
day will come when your Captain will openly
acknowledge you with as much honour as He gives
to any other. and He will say to you, ** Well done,

ood and faithfwl servant: theu hast beea faith-
| over a few things. 1 will set thee over many
things: enter theu inte the jey eof thy Lendl”

(Matt, xxv.23). Remember, also, that “ he- that
is faithfiil in a very little is faithfuil also in much ™
(Luke xvi.10). So do not regard even the small-
est or humblest task as not worth doing fesiithfully.
Your Leader’s eye is upon you all the time, and
He takes note of what you do and hpw you do
it; and He sometimes gives wondetful otion
to His faithfu] ones—as He did to David, ihe
falthtihdl shepherd who became king over Ged's.
people.

By the way, | wonder what His answer would
be iff, like our writer, you said to your Leader, ‘1
hope 1 have not disappointed Thee, Lord ’. Dare
you sav that to Him—amdl then listen for His
answer?

The boy or girl who most faithfully does the
will of his or her Lord, however humble the ser-
vice may appear, will receive honour at His
ha?di as iff they were the first to reach the *Souyt-
Pole

“ Jesus, supreme im my Iheasrt,
Bid every rival depart;
Teach me, I pray, with joy to obey,
Jesus, supreme in my heart.”
G.P.

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS TO US IN KIS SON

" Gadl its faithful, thmaugh wiom ye were called
Into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lendd * (I Cor. i.9).

“ There hath no femptation takem you but such
as man can bear: but Godjs faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation make also tihe
wa> of escape, that ye may be able to endure "
(r Cor. x.13).

“ Faithfed is he that callath you. who will also do
it . . . sanctify you wholly . . . your spirit snd
“enu| aardd Hoally Hee mrresereel] eemiiee wiitivout bikame
at the coming of our Lord! Jesus Christ ** (I Thess.
24. 23).

"“Thg:e Land! is faithful, who shall establish you,
g@r-té'_ guard you from the evil one™ (II Thess.
11L.15).

“If we are faithless, he abideth faithful; for he
cannat deny himself™ (II Tim. ii.13).

GOD'S FAITHFUILNESS BASED UPON HIS
LOVE FOR HIS SON

& D is faithfull. through whom ye were

called into the fellowship of Mis Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ". That comprehensive
staterment means that God's faithfulness is based
ypen His love for His own Sen; His ffaithfulness
to us is because of His fajthfulness to Him. Be-
gause of the fellowship with His Son into which

He has called us, we enter into that faithfulness..
That means much. [t raises the very big ques-
tion—which question, of course, we ought never
to entertaim—as to whether the Father would
ever be unfaithful] to His Son. We have a fairly
solid block of Seviipture to establish the mnature
of the relationship between the Father and the
Son, and the Fathers estimate of the Sen, which
would certainly lead us to rule out any such ques-
tlon as to whether the Father weuld ever be un-
faithfull to the Son, would ever fail Himm, would
ever go back upen any promise to Hiiim. That, of
course, is unthinkable,

THE FATHER'S ATTITUDE TO US IN HIS
SONN

It is not quite so easy for us to believe and really
to enter livingly into the further statement that
the Fathers attitude to the Son is His attitude
fiow to all who are in fellowship with His Son.
We have selected a few" posseges off Saripture,
whieh can be supported by a very great deal more,
to shew that that is so. God has Himself called
u§ inie the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ
euir Lord, and en that greund the same fithful-
ness whieh js toward His Sen is carried over to
ys. That is something very strong, very far-
feachins and fueh-embraeing. )

Gah Vis faithfwl. How? Why? It is a tre-
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mendous thing to find that to be the imtroduction
to the tirst Corinthizm letter. We know what is
to follow in that letter. We know the diisclosures
that are going to be made about the state of
things among the Corinthians. Another side, that
of our responsibilidy, will develop, but when all
has been sald—and not much more could be
said, 1 think, of human imperfections and the
failures of Christians than we have in the first
letter to the Corinthians—when all has been said
of that kind, the faithfulness of God still stands,
and all that is required from our side is that,
when God shows where the faults and weak-
fesses and wrongs are, we adi!]ust» we respond,
we ebey; and when we de so the Lord just goes
oh With the rest. We knew guite well that if we
fesist the Lord, iff we refuse obedience, if we do
neft walk in the light whieh He has given us, then
of eourse we puit ourselves out of the Bllessings
and benefits of Hiss™ faithfulness.

Buit there is the other side. 1 think sometimes
we get loaded too heavily with our side, and do
neit take sufficient account of God's side in this
wayy, that, given openness and responsiveness of
beart to the Lord: given that there is no wilful,
conscious resistance, disobedience, refusal, neglect,
carelessiness: given that we are toward the Lord
and that the fellowsship of His Son is to us the
most precious thing: I say, given that, the Lord
takes a tremendous amount upon His own faith-
fulness. He can be trusted to look after the im-
perfections and everything else, and 1 think that
ihis, standing right at the commencerment of this
letter, Just says, “Wuall mwow, yow Corimtimans,
there are many things where you are at fault, and
many things ‘that Hieve te be put right, but if enly
yau seek” grage o mske e adijusiments andl te
obedient. Ged will faithfull fulfil]l ail that He has
undertakenrio do. He will do it. Yeurs it is to
seek to step inte line with the Lerd; His it is te

grfect that whieh eeneerneth é@“ and He will.’

§d is faithfell, And His faithfuliness, as we have
§aid, is net affested so mueh by eur weaknesses,
our defeets. Tt is affected by His devetien te His
Sen. He has swern 16 His Sen, He has made
Eﬁfﬁ@ﬁ&;ﬁﬁ@%‘t@ His Sen, and He is net geing te fail

h. Wherever He ean g