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"My Servant shall . . be Exalted
and Lifted up . . very High"

ISAIAH. 52.13.

Wheneflore — God Highly
Exalted [-i[im, and gave unto Him
THE NAME WHICH IS
ABOVE EVERY NAME™
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‘A Witness and 2
77 A\ Oeslimony

EDITORIAL

BeLovep oF Ttk Lorp,
~ Those of you who have beecome familiar with
the form which the WirrNuss axn TesTivoNy
has taken until now will see that a change
has taken place in this issue.  We have separ-
ated the " news ' itéms from the main part of the
paper and are issuing these in a supplement
apart. This needs a little explanation, and we
trust that what we say in this connection will
meet with the appreciation of onr many friends.
As we may not again cover this ground, it will
be best for us to go back and take things up
from carly days.

It will e known by many that we were
formerly associated with the * Baptist Denomi-
nation.” During those yecars we sought to
make the mlmstn stch as would be apultlmlh
helpful to all who were hungry for spiritual foord,
This ministry found its expression in a small
way in what was then the little local chureh
magazine. But through deep and crisic ex-
periences inwardly and outwardly: the Lord led
us more and more to see, not only' the truth, but
the practical meaning and implications of the
truth of the universality of Christ, and the
heavenly nature and vocation of " the Chureh,
which iz His Body.”

The main issuc of this revelation was that,

for us—seeing as we did see—denominational-
ism, sectarianism, and all divisions which are
of earth were a contradiction te, and incon-
sistent with, what we had been shown., Thus
we found that the Lord was leading us out
from such and calling us into the spiritual, uni-
versal, heavenly ministry of His Son in relation
to the whole Body as here on the carth.

In the meantime the little paper had been
sought by
leading out to the universal. Then the crisis
was reached and by a series of movements
which bore the mnrks of the Lord’s sovercign
hand and the devil’s bitter antagonism we
found ourselves in the place where we now
assemble at Honor Oak.

We ealled it a *‘ Christian Fellowship Centre,”
purely and only because we wanted it to be a
place in which ALL the children of God of all

-

many beyond the local and was itself

coteetions who  needed  spivitual food and
fellowship might gather. It never was our
thonght or desire that this shonld he a centre
of a new organised movement or a new * seet.”’
To this we most strongly adhere to this day,
and always shall do so. We have many
cnemies, mostly amongst the Lotd’s people,
and they seem to think that to say the opposite
of what we have just saidd will injure us most,
However, we staned there most strongly, and
we want to make clear to our fricnds just what
the position is,

We feel that the Lord has given us a ministry
to all His people, and that this ministey has
something—at least—to do with the recovering
of His full testimony at the end-time.  We feel .
that the Lord’s way is pre-eminently with the
assembly as the local representation and ex-
pression of the whole ™ Body.”  We cannot
and do not deny that the Lord has blessed and
used other means ; missions, societies, cte., and
we rejoice in everything which means some-
thing for Him. IBut we see that the New Testa-
ment way wasin the assembly—ordered according
to Cio’s pattern—as the training school, test-
ing ground, and chanuel or instrument of send-
ing forth to the nations to gather out of them
the * people fur His name.”” This constituting
of such assemblies is the work of the Holy
Spirit and not ours. Therefore no initiative
with a scheme is taken by us. Everything must
be marked by that life and spontanclty which
characterises "the Holy Spirit's movements.

Tt is in this way that things have grown with
us, The Wiryess axp Tl-:S'I'I.\[O.\'Y, without
any advertisement or propaganda now goes by
demand into almost every nation of the earth
with every issue.

Oat of it has sprung a considerable and grow-
ing literature.  IFrom the local assembly at
Haonor Oak a number of the tested and proverd
childeen of Giod have gone to distant and nearoer
lands, and there are as many or more awaiting
the Lord’s moment for going. Then spon-
tancously in many places there has arisen a
desire and request for spiritual ministry, and
ns the Lord has enabled, these have Leen and
are being met, so that 1'v,9:u1 i gatheringy are
held in varions parts. Al this looks like a
movement, and it is, but please do not put
quotation marks over the word or regard it ay
an organiscd or man-projected movement, This
it emphatically is not !

Now, inasmuch ag we see the Lord’s hand in

(Continued on paje 24.)
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The Blood, the Chuss
Lordl
REApINGS =

Scries I —Lmke xxii. 17, 18, 20. John vi. 54,
86. Col. i. 20. Hebwews ix. 12-14, 20, 22:
X. 19); xi. 28; xiii. 24. 1 Peter i. 2. L .John
i, 7. Hew v. 8, 10 ; vii. 14-15,

Series [L—Mats ii. 35 :iii. G:if\\771221 57 380;

viii, L2; xvi. 18: xix. 13-15. 1 Cer. v. 4:
vi. 1L. Kph. i. 21,22. Philip {i. 9-11. Keini
vi. 3-8.

Berovew of God, we have read a good many
passages of the Word, and you will have noticed
that there are three distinct mattess brought
into view by them. They are divided into
three and refer to three difterant things, and
I have i€ on my heart to spend just a little
time in considering these thnas; matters: mamely,
the Blood, the Cross, and the Name of the
Lord Jesus.

They arc important matters in themselves,
each one of them. T trust that we shall see
somethm% of that importance; but there is
another thing related to them which is also very
important, especially for the Lord’s people,
and that is, to discriminate between them, for
there is a good deal of indiscriminate use of
these words and terms, and I think that con-
fusion or misuse very often means weakmss: and
failure in getting through to the desired end.
It is important when we go into war to know
what weapams: we need, and to be able to «hoose
and intelligantly use those weaponi; for to be
in a warfare using a certain kind of on

andl the Name of the

Jesus

The Blood.

We begin, then, with the Blood of Christ,
about which we have read so much in the Word,
and yet with all a bare fragment of what there
is in the Wamsl concerning it: and we may
immediately point out that the Blood of the
Lord Jesus has specificelly and primarily to do
with sin, and redemption uniw life. 1 would
that- you wetld just take that statement amd
ge to'the Wowd of the Lord with it and in-
vestigate and enquire mueh more fully than
we ean do new, and you will see how truly
that is herne eut. The Blood has to do with
cleansing and with redemption unto life, that
is, it relates to sin and to all Satanic legal
ground. When we speak of Satanic legal
ground we mean this, that by nature, accord-
ing to the Woid of God, and according to the
spiritual experience and k of those
who have come to the Lord Jesus, all the
creation is in bondage to the Devil. Von may
dispute that because you do not know it
experimentally and personally. I would sug-
gest that you come to the Lord Jesus and you
will soon diseover how much you arc in bondage
te the Devil, for it is only a prisoner who tries
to escape whe diseovers that he is really a

risoner. But the Werd of God tells us what
8 true, and the spiritual experience of all who
have really eome to Christ proves the Word of
God to be true : that the whole of the race,
and of ereetion, by natwie is now in bondage to

which we discover is not the one that ellects —ghe Devil ; but the power, the authority of

the end. is a very embamassing situation. And
so it Is important for the Lord’s peeple te be
able te undewstamd the peeullar value ®id
meaning of these differavd things whieh have
g6 6lese a relatienship to their spiritual vietery,
It is alse very impeortant for unsaved men and
wemen te know the meaning: of these ternis,
these werds whieh are se frequently wpen
Christlan lips: “tfler Bloed of Jesus Christ)”
* the Cross of the Lord Jesws)” “ the Naiie off
Jesus.” We have noe thought ef gevering the
whele ef that greund in this shert space, we
eafi merely intieduee 1t and teueh upom it aad
as the Lerd leads at some future time te enier
mote fully inte it.

Satan rests upon a eondition, and that eondition
is sifl, and he has legal ground fer imeintaining
his held where sif is, his held upen the raee is
threugh sin. He grips, and helds, and main:
tains his held threugh sin. You may sa

that sin is the ehain by whieh the whele raee is
in the pewer of Satan, and sin therefore is his
legal greund ; In se far as he has legal rights to
his position, these legal rights are eonstituted
by the eenditien inte whieh namt has fallen
by his ewn sin : i against God and sbedienee
te Satan. The Bleed, therefere, relates to sin
and te all Satanie legal grewnd, and the werds
which perhaps best represent tf\aﬁ greund, are
esndemnatinih and death. ¥¢ is Wwith these



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 11 - Searchable

words that the Apostle sums up his matchless
argument through the first three chapters of
his letter to the Romamns, where, tracing the
course of the ages, and running through all
realms of life, testing and examining aceording
te the Divine standard, he at length @ancludes
all undex sin ; * There is none righteous, no,
et eine,” and he promincass by the Spirit, the
verdist, all are undes cendemmatin and there-
fore all are under death ; and comtlamiation
and death are the werds whieh represent the
legal greund of Satan in helding the race in

bendugs.
The First Need of the Simner

The initial need and appeal of the wmsaved
sinner is to the Blood of the Lord Jesus. * With-
out the shedding of blood there is no remissimn.”
The unsaved sinner, consciously or wncon-
sciously, knowing it or not knowing it, is truly
in bondage to the Devil, impuisoned by Satan.
The Blood of Jesus Christ relates to ccondiamna-
tion and death, and redemption from conitismna-
tion and death unto life : and what the unsaved
sinner has to come to as the very first ground of
hope is a recogmition of the meamimg and value
of the Blood of Jesus Christ. We shall never
get through to God apart from that. We may
struggle to break through, to break a way,
we may adopt Christian practices and Christian
ideals, we may associate ourselves with Christ-
ians, we may pass off as Christians mmongst
them, and perhaps before the werld, but this
ene thmg ls settled beyend any uestion or
deubt or shallealbniesss, that in the sight ef (Jed
fie 6ne ever 66Mes ot of the kingdom of Satan
inte the kingdem ef the Sen ef Ged's leve
enly by way ef the shee Bloed ef Jesus Chrlst.
To ignore that, te everleek that, te fail to see,
reeegiise, a@@@%t that meais, 'whatever else
may fellew, in the sight ef God the thing has
fiet been dene whieh makes us a ehild of (Jod
and delivers us frem the. kingdem of Satan.
Oh, it is se neeessary, Wy bDeleved friends,
forgive the strength of Smgh%élﬁs it ia se neees:
sary that we sheuld net Be deeeived, that we
sheuld be in a tFue pesition, H&at we sheuld have
A6 assumption about £his, that surs sheuld not
be an asswimed relationship te Ged, but that it
sheiild be upen Ged's feundation, Ged's basis
for enily as if is se are we aceepted if the B@lgved
One, the Lerd Jesus, and are breught inte
fellewﬂﬂ? with Ged. The initial need and

the unsaved sinner is to the Blood of
J@sus Christ, God's Son, as shed for the remis-

sion of sins, by which our redemption has been
made, has been secured for us.

“Héchemed by the precious blood of Jesus,
Nothing else could ever save our souls™
Xowe that is simple Gospel. It is where every-

thing begins in relationship to God.

The Believer's conflict with th3 Accuser

And then the conflict of the saved sinner
neeessitates; the Bloeod, beesause the eenfllét
of the saved sinnek IS se very truly with Satan ;
ot now as thelr master, their lerd ; net new
as the one to whom thry are In eaptivity, but
new as the one who would get them bagk into
eaptivity : he must therefore get them baeck on
to a ground where for them the basis ef thelr
eseape has been everloeked, ferfeited, let ge.
| mean this: that the conflict of the saved
SinneF is very largely with Satan as the Aoguser.
e is ealled " the Aceuser of tile brethren” —
" Feor the aecuser of our brethren is cast dow,
wheo accuseth them before our Ged, day and
night.” He watehes: their m@wmmnﬂs, he
seeks to cause them to move In some way that
is not wholly aceording to the will and the mind
of the Lord, to prompt a wreng movement, to

provoke a wrong word, to stif up & wrong

feeliing :
“ Christtian, dost thou feel them,
How they work within,
Striving, tempting, luring,
Goading into sin 2™
and then when yeu 8lip; yeu make {he mistake,
Vol stumbe IR the way, he immediately
B WRCRS HPOM YBH 8 ACEHSE voh of §1n and {8
FRg Yol HRdRE condemnakdh t8 BHAg d en
YOl & Sense of cendemmatih, t8 sMotIEr
With 1 and make vou (86l v-ou Nave grievedt g
Lord and the Lefd has forsaken voH; the L%f
Hag wafp FAWA fFG 1%&4 18 make v H
%918&&%%931{19 aHt of fellowsiip With & HH
58 as the ACEUser fis is twm 1;8 ma 8 1S sin
anﬁ the %un%‘s u%?,nhus, WITh SAnfsmIsHS
I8 dra N QHJ g{m .éws
§mﬂ‘?¥ S@Hé e DIRcigus %8
JosHs m Histrunient With EP.I[H

?ﬁé £ A ‘E%H%%ﬁ 8i’ ¥8 SVt

RH YOH § n‘mu HRKE 1 A &‘8

i a& ﬁag “néééz @{5 §9¥9 %Hug ﬁ;g
i, F§§@H rﬁsﬁn% it E%Li
Feakes You. Yhat mieh sb %&ﬂﬁh s
ef Y-OHE WilfH“Y EgﬂiGi §¥ Siﬁg it F‘Wﬂ\%

of §in, vialating the will
gare to follew out; there Is ﬂ@ @leub& that y-eH
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would get into darfnass, very much into the
power of Satan, you would lose the j joy of your
salvation, whether you would lose your salva-
tion ultimately or not is not a question for us
at this moment, but you would lose all the joy
and delight and pleasure of your salvation by
persisting in sin. But I am not dealing with
persistent sin, I am dealing witli the slip, the
mistake, the fault, the failure which the
enemy 1mmwdna1tely having himself brought
about, quickly snaps up, takes advamttage of,
and makes the occasion of accusing us, scedkxmg
to bring us under coontimmmation.

“The means to deal with that is the Blood of the
Lord Jesus, and the Blood of the Lord Jesus
can deal with that instantly. The argument to
take to Satan is not: “I am net a siwnmar;
I have not made a mistake; I have not gone
wrong.” We know we have. The answer is,
that in that precious Blood, as we turn te the
Lord and confess our failure, humibly, repent-
antly, acknowikdge our mistake before the Lord
and grieve in exercise of heart that we sheuld
have so failed, the Blood of Jestus Christ goes
on in its mughty efficacy cleansing frem all sin.
It stands us In stead te take that greund frem
the enemy immediately, but rememier, yeu
have g6t to use youf Wweapon. Yow have get
te knew your weapen, and yeu have get te
Rave faith in your weapen; faith iR that

reeious Bload, ~ And that faith in ihe Presiaus
loed of the Lerd Jesus is euf shield whieh
reesives the fiery daris ef the YWicked OnR, #nd
is iPﬁl’iﬁ-Wi%% t6 them. OR, the inAamed daris
of the Wicked Ome are 6 efien H\e dﬁﬁé of
ageusation and eeﬂaemmfei% ahd Wwe have &

hield ef faith wsa @8&1 But it is
ith iR sh% ViFEHE aﬁ eeé/ f e s%f@@i?ug
Blee@l of J%§u§ eveﬁ w YABIE

ARd slipped. evsu 3 sn H&w
PeER piveA mili{i‘ WIEBH&? i%ﬁ &g
maintained by reasen of aim iH £ 86d
in the Reur Of accusation. ARd % Sved
sinner's eenfiet is V@F largg@ig Wit me Aeeu.s,@f
whe i§ seeking ¢e b k o t8 the 6ld
reund ef é@ﬁd@f’ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ%l and death, and
eliverance eentinueusly frem him, as imtiany,
is by that justificetion whieh we have threugh
His Bleed ; ne eendemnatien;; faith in the
Blood 6f the Lord Jesus. It s in this sense
that the Bloed is a weapen. You see il Rev.
xil. 11 we are teld thaf: * They overcame
him besause ef the bleed ef the Lamb.” New
the revised version being more aesufate showld
be neted ifl its peeuliar value. The autherized

version reads : “ The;y overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb.” The suggestion is of
using the Blood of the Lamb as a kind of wempon
with which you slay the enemy ; it is a sort of
objective tg ing with which you meet the
enemy. If you look mere clo you have
two thimgs. Firstly, the enemy in Rev. xii.

as the Accuser: “ The accuser of our brethren
is cast down.” Thb Accuser of the brethren
is there, it is the enemy in that form. The
other thing is: “ They overcame him beerwse
of the blood of the Lamb,” That does not
necessarily mean they took fip the Blood of the
Lamb as some kind of weapon-with which to
smite him, but they stood upon the ground of that
Blood, and the Accuser lost his power. The
Blood has to do with sin all the time, and what
the enemy is out to do is to bring us under a
sense of sin, and this to defeat and destroy us;
but if we are standing on the value and meaning
of the precious Blood, and refuse to forsake that
ground, the Acecuser is cast down from his
high place, he is overcome, and we¢ overcome
not by some objective conflict, with the Blood,

but that we in our hearts stand and refuse to
move from the ground of justificetiom through
His Bleed. “ They overeame him hecause of
the bleed ef the Lwily.”

Now a further step. - The Blood is one with
tho Life. We know that quite well. In the
Old Testament from Lev. xvii. we gather very
implicitly that “ the life is in tho blood and the
blood is the life,” and from John vi. which we
have read that same thing comes in : “ Whoso
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath
eternal life.” Seo that the Blood is one with the
Life, and that means that initially, through the
Blood—our faith in the Blood of the Lord

.Jesus, our acceptams of its meaning and value

in relation to our sin, the Life is given. The
Divine Life, Eternal Life, is given through the
Blood of the Lord Jesus. Now both the Blood
and the Life, speak of the holimss of the Lord,

and therefore of cleansing from sin. If sin is
fallen into and not instantly repented of, con-

fessed before the Lord and put right, there is
an anest upen the Life, that Life;.the Life
receives a check, and if the Life and 'the Bloed
and the Blocd and the Life go together, that
means that sin allowed, sin not confessed and
repented of, checks the Life and the Blocd is
suspendizdl in its operation of cleansing and we
stand touched, spotted, blemished. And so
John, in the passage read says: “ If we walk
in tle light, as he is in the light, we have

5
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fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
There the tense in Greek is: ‘' keeps on cleans.
ing,”” but there is an “if 7 : " If we walk.”
What is it to walk ? To goon. If wepgoonin
the light ; ves, there may be some dark thing
touch us, we may touch a dark thing, we may
fail, we may slip, go wrong, but that can bo
put instantly right before the Lord, and we
can go on by putting it right away, we can go
on in the light and the Blood of Jesus Christ
God's Son goes on cleansing. You arrest the
operation of the Life and the operation of the
Blood if you wilfully harbour sin. If the Holy
Spirit shows you wrong and yvou do not confess
it and put it right, if you do not bring it back
to the Blood, you have arrested the Divine
operation, and you stand there. " If we
walk......”” So that in failure, confession is
necessary, confession is necessary to the Lord,
and a putting right away is necessary if the
Life is to flow. And the Life cannot flow,
only as we rccognise that that Life is a holy
Life, and it cannot go on in its course alongside
of sin. The holy Life of the Lord as represented
by His incorruptible Bloed cannot go hand in
hand with known sin: it cannot! Well, we
many of us know that in experience.
The Cross.

Then the Cross. Of course it was in the
cross that the Blood was shed, and the Blood
is related to the cross and the cross to the
the Blood, but doctrinally in the New Testa-
ment the eross has its own specific meaning,
and as we have seen from the passage read in
Romans vi., to which others could be added
such as Colossians ii. and elsewliere, the cross
has to do with the flesh and the natural man;
and the position to which the cross brings us is
this ; not only our sins have been dealt with,
but we have been dealt with, and that we have
been crucified together with Christ.  Now you
can have econtradictions if you are not carcful—
and there are plenty of contradictions about
in this way; that there has been constant
failure and breakdown and going wrong, and
seeking of forgiveness and cleansing, and then
not getting very much beyond that; that
repeating itself again and again and life becom-
ing a matter of failing and regretting, sinning
and repenting, going wrong and being sorry for
it, and thus stretched out through all your
days; up and down, one day in victory, the
next day in defeat ; and so it goes on until in
many cases the thing comes to an acute crisis

where the individual says @ * Well the Christian
life is o tremendously strenuous business ; it
scems nothing but coming to the Lord and ask-
ing to Le forgiven, going wrong and repenting ;
very little victory in it.”” That is not as the
Lord would have it, and the sceret is very
largely here, that we have never recognised
that in the Cross of the Lord Jesus we have been
sct aside by nature, and aceepted that position
with all that it means; all its implications, all
its content, that from that time onward it is no
longer I.  ** I have been erucified with Christ,”
suid the Apostle, ** nevertheless Ilive ; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me.” It is not to choosc
our own way, have our own way, our own will,
our own desire, to make our own programme
for life, to project our own schemes for the
future ; but to have nothing whatever out from
ourselves of any kind, will, mind, desire; but
that everything now is from the Lord. When
we have come to accept that position, that in
Christ’s crucifixion we were crucified, in His
burinl we were buricd, then raised together
with Him, we receive into our hearts the Holy
Spirit of Christ for the purpose and object of
governing our lives, dirceting our course, choos-
ing our way. * No longer L™ * One died for all,
therefore all died ; and he died for all, that they
that live should no longer live unto themselves,
but unto him who for their sakes died and rose
again,” and that in the power and energy of the
indwelling Spirit. Now that is a. very utter,
comprechensive, thorough-going thing, and the
cross means that. It does not mean that after
that we shall not fail ; we may make mistakes,
but there the Blood applies, but what so many
of us have had to learn, and so many more have
yet to learn is that the cross has its own peculiar
value. The Cross does not cleanse from sin, the
Cross crucifies tho flesh.

Now you can have a great deal of phrase-
ology about the Blood, and be always talking
about the Blood, and know little of the Cross.
The flesh may be there very much in evidence
while all the time speaking about the Blood.
The basic thing is necessary, the Cross. * Our
old man was crucified with Christ.”” Do you
sce the diflerence 2 What is the good of you
going out to meet the Devil with the Blood if
‘your flesh has not been dealt with by the
Cross ? He will come in the back door and
with all your phraseology about the Blood,
he will beat you every time if you have not come
to that deep work of the Cross where the
natural man has been dealt with. So many are

)



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 11 - Searchable

preaching the Blood, have much phraseology
of the Blood, and yet the flesh is rampanit in
their lives; the *'is very much in evidenee,
You may preach the Blood and still he a very
self-msaattive person with pride, arroganee.
ambition and all that kind ef thing. Well,
the cross deals; with the mam ; the Bloed with

the sin.
The Name.

Now one word about the Namm;, and here
there is a good deal of confusion. Many people
plead the Blood when they ought to use the
Name. It is the Name which is the mighty
thing against the enemy for the believer mainly
in the matter of service. The Name goes beyond
the Blood, in this, sense (do not misunderstand
that), that the Name lias to do with the
authority of Christ over the enemy. The
Blood takes the enemys ground away from
accusation and condemmatiion. The Name of
the Lord Jesus is the mighty thing by which
the authority of Satan in every realm is dealt
with by these in whom sin and the flesh have
been dealt: with. Oh, you want smuething
more than to have sin"put out of the way.
You need to be in a position of authority
over the works of the enemy, not merely
in your own life but all around in situations,
as he comes up everywhere on this earth.
And so it is in the Name that that power I8
found. The Name represents the authority of
Christ — and » Cheist — over the enemy.
Aets xvi. Is a classie Instamee. What you have
there, as you will reeall, Is Paul, who steed in
all the virtue ef the preeious Bleed in relatien
te sin iA his ewn life ; Paul, whe steed in the
fulirss of the meaning of the Cress as te having
nething ef himsalf, But all ef Christ—eh, he
Was ifl 4 streng pesitien; a Well erueified man,
sianding By faif 1
gFBHHQ hrebgh the Blesd=an fow fnding e

Hemy BuSy at werk guiside, lBBKiH% tg the
Eord ToF Fits Moment, His Bm? foF dealing with
the sithation; At Fushing in frem RimseIf, but
after " many days,” waiting fef the Lerd's
time, then N th€ Name of Xesus Christ eom:
manding this Satanle werk i8 epase. Padl
steed i a pesitien by the Cress and the Blead
and the Nanf, this thiea-flold strensth, but he
dealt with the thing in the Namr, he did net
plead the Bleed for it. WW® semetinas see the
werk of the Devil ebjeetively and we begln to
plead the Bleed. That has get te be apyier
priated, we have te see that that has been
applied to our own hearts or else he will turn

N BR “RO donadpmaidan’”

=

upom us. Paul did not plead the Blood against
the enemy, he came in the Namm:. There were
others, sons of Sceva who did not stand on the
ground of the Cross, who were not sttamding
in the virtue of the Blood, but held a mere
formula, saying : “ We adjwie you by Jesus
whom Paul preacheth,” and the demons
turned round. upon these Emsumqiwtm men
and answered ;: " Jesus T know, and Paul 1
know ; but who are ye 7" antl Hleese soms of
Seeva had the seare of thelr lives. They
discovered that there is nething In a mere
fermula, but there is semething, there Is every-
thing in standing en the greund ef the Cross,
in the virtue of the Bleed, bringing us into the
authority ef the Namr. And the Name has
that ebjeetive value of autherity over the
enemy. ' Ged highly exalted him, and gave
unte him the name whieh is aboxe every name :
that in the name ef Jesus every kire should
bew,” ete. “ HR raised him frem the dead,
and made him to sit at his right hand in the
heavenlics, far abexe all Fule and authority and
power, aiid defiinion, and every name that is
named, fnet efily in this world, but also in that
whieh is te eeme.” The Name represents the
exaltatien of the Leorfd Jesus. Amd so the
Blood eiits us off from sin, the Cross cuts us
off frem etirselves, the Name brings us into
i&gﬁ@éa with an exalted, enthrened, autheritative
el

Now I trust that without saying any more
we have got some of our difficulties straightened
out, at any rate, we are seeing a little more
clearly the ‘jpeculiar value of caich of these things
and we shall not confuse them ; and we shall sou
how that mighty and precious Name carries
with it all the honour and glory of our Christ,
and that if He is te be honowred and glorified
in us it must be that sin is dealt with, we are
set aside, and Christ is pre-@minent, enthroned,
predeminant in all things fer us. T AS
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The Chuoss, in Relation to Service and
Fellowship

Rpaning : Psalm exvi.

Ttk Lord has laid upon my heart an em-
phasis relating to the leth verse of this psalm :
*“ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints.” Let me hastem to say that we
are not turning this into a funeral service.
These words are freguently applied on such
occasions. The whole point is this. Hefe is
a man who was in great distress and the Lord
has delivered him. The Psalmist's whole ery
Is one of gratitude to God Whw has delivered
him frem the pains of death, and thei he 3%@3“
* Preeious in the sight of the Lerd is the d&
of his saints.” There is ne eentradietien if
this. What is belng stressed here is net dsath
unte death but death unte life, and hets is the
abiding prineiple of the eress of Calvary as the
way et frem death. The way Bé which this
mah feund deliverance frem Mis fears and At
preblems, frem all the things whieh threatens
him with death, was By means of the EEF§§ g

Ohrist: ¥R has Been delivered eut ef dSafh:
Look at the Psalm still & litthe more clgsEl-
It begins by praising the Lord Wi has heard
hif, and then he reeeunts Ris 6XPeliBACE:
“The cords of death wumpassed me......Then
called I upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord,
I beseech thee, deliver my soul,” and then
again he bursts out with a note of praise.
Then in verse 11 he writes: “I said in my
haste, all men are liars.” That word translated
* liars "’ has the sense of failure, It is the same
original word as "fail" in Isaiah lviii. 11:
* Thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like
a spring of water, whose waters fail neott’®
That is the mam who is blest of the Lord :
the waters do not fail, the waters that owght
be there fulfilling a specific pummae are present
and effectnal. And the psalmist says in .our
psalm that men, who in the intentien ef
God were created to have dominion, are
“ liars "—itthey have failed of the very thing
for which they were created ; men whe eught
to be deliverers, disappoint.” It is ef ne use
looking anywiimre for a mamn to deliver him
from the forces that are agaimst him. He said
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that “iin haste.” And then in verses 12-13
eomes another burst of praise as from one who
after all has found deliveramce. ‘The point is
this. He said all mem are failures, but he
found a mam Who was not a failure, Whw was
not a sham, a lie. In the words of Luther's
hymn, he found a *‘Alogger Mam.”  Anul them
he says : “ Precious in the sight of the Leord
is the deatli of his saints.” Puecious in the
sight of the Lord is the blotting out of all ether
men—Eillmes, every omne of them—awdl the
bringing into view of this one Proger Man, Who
gan and does deliver.

All Precimusresss is in Christ only
Now de st us get Fid at enee of the funeral

SCr¥itE amms%hﬁ!_ . We are het thinking
&%{8{& the interment of a dead b@@lﬁg@ggﬁ

o A L b e
i3 the rord. Ged temigg that I sheuld take

anvining away frem that application ef the
TR e, Lt

Eﬁ %&% IR the sight ef the Lerd is

33 Bh i6 sefething mere. It
WoHld BR of Very little present help te yeu
3AQ me 16 know that afief we had eeased to be
higre and death had earried us away, there was
something preeious to the Lord. No, the
2eiviifRSss the Lord sees in the death of the
ggiﬂ% is While the saint is still very aetive on
the earth, praising God eut of a heart that Is
VREy much alive. What is the death of the
saifis te whieh the psalmist refers ? I think it
is simply this. God ereated man that He might
Rave pleaswi@ in him, in the whole race of men ;
but Peeause of man's failure theough sin Ged
a3 pleasure iR Ok Mam eily, and that Man is
SH3 gha% BUF LFd, His spetiess, hely, welk
SISV% Som: and if yeu read anywirie in
god's Werd that semething is preeieus te Him,
O AR take it that semewhrse in that is
%E§ st. for nething else is precious {8
QA Ihe TFaiRr exeept Jesus Christ His Sen.
he WOrd Drecieus fmeans henewradR. The
g 6 Word IS used of preeious stones, jewels:
E%%% 8 l_%f@&% WeFth, things that a mam sets
greal StOFE dpoh. God sets ne siere wpen



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 11 - Searchable

sinful things ; God gives no honour to things
which arc through and through infected with
the venom of Satan's hatred against Himself.
God sets no honour upon the rest of men,
all of whom have become polluted with the
serpent’s stitgy; there is nething precious to
the Lord in you and me as men. (I am not
sa%-iing that Ged dees net love us with an
Infinite leve and leng for eur seuls’ salvation ;
He surely dees.) But there is a Mah Who is
infinitely preeieus ; and it says here ** Preeious
in the sight of the Lerd is the death ef his
saints.” It brings befere us this faet, that
semewiRie beun %a Wwith this death of the
saifits is the Persen of Jesus ChFist: ARd what
i§ it that is precieus Nere ¢ It is the £ress; if 1S
the deathl, the reswrreqion of Christ: That
BriRgs us immediately 18 the whele giestion
ef Calvary and its sipnifieanes. In a werd 1
want te state semething ef what the eress of
Christ stands fer.
Death with Christ essential to Service

The cross of Christ stands, on the side of
death, for the blotting cut by God of the whole
old creation realm, which includes the whole
race of men, you and me ; the blotting out of
the whole human race from the presence of
God as a thing worthiess, base, i ible to
Him., 1 want to stay with that. You and 1
as men and women, by the very fact that we
all have a sinful nature by birth, are incapaci-
tated from being in ourselves precious, valuable,
serviceable instruments to God, and the cross
of the Lord Jesus has once and for all ruled us
out. Now our text refers to * saints,” not
“ simners;)* and I am thinking particularly at
this point of these.who are in the special sense
the Lord’s servants. There may be some here
to-might who have not come as servants of
tlie Lord to realise that they must die befere
they beeerie of value to Ged. As seFvants of
Ged, naturally endewed with human ability
religieusly dispesed, we may think * The Lafd
is geed te me, He has given MR a spiritual
tefideney- and 1 am werking as hard as 1 knew
fer Him.” All that we afe in the realm of ewr
natural mam is ruled eut by the eress of Christ,
and if anything that is preeieus in the sight of
Ged is te be feund identified with us it is en
this basis alene, that we are ii eurselves brought
into fellowship with the death ef Jesus Cluist,
and ruled out utterly in cur feiviec to Him.
You and I canret seive Him. That is a very
categorical statement, but it needs camphasising
again and again. There is not a mam or

.-is precious.

woman here who can serve Ged as a merely
natural being. Not all that we are with our
human attainmemts, though the best that man
has, can satisfiv—wc have to come to the place
where it can be said of us: “ Precious in tho
sight of the Lord is the death of these swimts.*
It is goed te the Lerd when it ean be seid
eoneeming His servants : “ That minister of
the Gespel has diedl; that Sunday seheol
teaeher has died ; that persen who is so glad
the Lord r%ms hifm an eppertiiivy of withessing
in his effiee, praise God he has died.” The
Lord can look down and sav : “ Precious...... is
the deatth.” It is just this: we have realised
as men and women, there is nothing in us that
can serve the Lord, and wc have accepted the
meaning of His cross in the ruling of us out
and we have taken our place in His death ance
and for all. We have died as the Lord's
servants, we have said “I cannot.” Let us
stress yet agaim that our text mentioms smints,
not sinners, and it appllies to every saint. When
you and I come to the place where wc aceept
the fact that God has ruled us out, we beeomo
identified with something in which Ged sees
His beloved Somn; now we are in mfetthi&g
werth while, honourable, preeious te GCed.
You say: “Was not all my former serviee
precious to Him " Your love and devetion
were, being the expression of His Sen's Spirit
in you ; but not so the activities of your natural
mind and life, however much zeal and energy
{fvu displayed. Par more precious was it to

im when you came to the place where you
said “ Lord, I camnot.” You there came into
the sphere of the work and person of Him Who
is precious to God, and, believing into the
death of Christ, you entered into a death that
“For you that believe is the
preciousmnesss” (1 Peter ii. 7). The whole
reciousnrss of Christ in the eyes of His Father
§ made ever to these who aceept their identi-
fieation with Christ in His cress. Hawe you
in your own sphere of service ever come to
that place where you realized that in the death
of Christ you were put out of the way, that the
mercy of Ged was there ruling out your sin-
marted self ? And this, not simply for the
negative reason that He coidd not receive tho
service of such an one, but for the blessed and
positive reason that He desired that there
might come in through you the activity of
that one Prcgper Man who can and does bring
satisfaction to the Father’s heart. Oh, if you
would but die the death of the saint, come into
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fellowship with Christ in the death of His cross,
become one of those of whom it could be said :
* Precious is your deatth,” that Christ living
in you might make you the chanmel of the
Holy Ghost’s activity, that every act, theught,
word, through you might be pw@l@us" Ged
does not desire this death ef any saint as an
end in itself. He desives that we sheuld take
our place in the fellowship of Christ’s desth
that the life alse of Jesus might be mamifest in
us. It Is a striking thlng that the werds ef
verse 10 of this psalm—2* I believed, therefore
have 1 spoken "—ane quoted in 2 Cer, iv. 13
and the words surrounding them are these :
For we which live are always delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made mamiflest in our mertal flesh,
So then death worketh in us but life In yeu.
We having the same spirit of falih, aceerding
as it is written, I believed, and theref@rs have
spoken : we also belleve and thersfore speak :
kncwin% that he whieh raised up the Lerd
Jesus shall raise up us alse by Jesus, and shall
present us with yeu.” Thus the werds frem
psalm exvi. are gueted in the midst ef this
seetion whieh is explaining the effect of the
6ress experimentally applied te the Lerd's
shildran—that the death ef the eress i esrantial
te the natural mam, even in the realm ef &he
mertal bedy. in erder that the life ef Jesus
may be mamifested. God desifes that every
man and wemam ef us sheuld eemie to an end
of our natural selves, in erder that the spiritual
power, life and grace of His Own Sen might be
maniffested through us. 1 ask my ewn heart,
and you, whether we have come inte fellewship
with Jesus Christ in His death, and whether
we have stepped through by faith into Tellow-
ship with Him in His resurredtiion. It is that
that is precious to God.
Christ Himself the Equipment for Service
We have been often reminded that when
everything of time is fiimished, the ages rolled
up, etemiity ushered in, God will have a creation
in which ev ing will be an expression of
Christt: whatever you hear, wherever yeu
loek, will speak of Christ. He Is lenging fer
that day, and the Holy Spirit has e ether
ebjeetive in Mis aetivity. He is werking in
the saints se that more and mere there shall
be enly Christ, the ene Preper MaR, expressing
Hinaell threu ]fh them. Are ygu and 1 in fing
with Him in His werking ? I we ask eurselves
if the presenee of Ged, hﬁ% evervithing fer whieh
we have been respensible this week been the

expression of Christ ? Surely if we know our own
hearts we shall have to confess that it has not
becu so. Here you find the answer to the
problem of those who seek to attain unto a place
where they become hoi)* once and for all, or
attaln to a certain measwie | of fitness in them
selves whieh makes them * good enough *
serve the Lord. Beloved, goodnass; and holmms
are only in Christ, and we never shall be in
oueselves fit for His service. But as'in Christ
weé lay held by faith en what He is, acagpting
the fact that the very best of us are not
aecepted, are ruled out by the cross, and only
as Christ expiesses Himself through us does
God get value, that is the way to attain to the
place we want to eome te. A constant faith
attitude, laying held ef Him, eounting as filtthy
Fags GHF ewi ﬂgwawsm@&&s,, in Him streng
and servieeable : held fast &uf pesition
faith and He will use yeu. net wait unt
yeu attaln semehow te a high water mark oﬂ
merit and enly then ge eut te serve Him. Net
%BHP Bwi persenal eapaeities, but the merit
id awef and glory of ChFst resting wpen
{ z{/@uf gquipmene. IR astual experiefies,
h% h We lay Reld By faith and with all eur
‘Lord, I will t8 live by Thee”
ws ﬂe f&u 5sms£mﬁ-§ we de fail to walk in the
1a0d: But t besesell yeH, lay held in fresh
dlth te-might upen thdt ehie Proper Man end
let the LoFd By His Spirit werk threugh yeu,
yau heing but a vessel;, esunting yourself t6 be
hiet precisus oF #sable until yeu have
yeur plage in the death ef Christ. * Preeious
in the s m ef the Lord is the death ef his
saints.” ‘Then 3-8l rise up by faith in the pewer
ef His reswiredion and Decome a chwinel
through whieh He ean de His own mighty
werks. And ;@u will know the power of a
h@hﬁ life just*as leng as yeu malntain yeur
fait hela up% the Lord. Se mueh for seFviee.
Trie Fell 6W§hiE enily at the Cross
I want te eome baek te the matter ef fellew-
ship, whieh sur theme touehks in the mest vital
mﬂ ﬁfr H%F@m lies the seeret of the Iheginin
sﬁ am the semwmf& 8f spifitha
€B gsééw I8F  this ﬁme
;sg \’%‘ a3 fH Wi Wals 1S th 9 SMH fesd
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that you have known one another after the
flesh, and you are not knowing this experience
of death. Sift your position and you always
come to this fact, that you and that other one
are not living in fellowship in the death of the
Lord Jesus: the death of the saint is not a
present reality in one or Loth of you. If the
one Proper Man, who one day will fill every-
thing with Himself, were alone expressing
Himself through you, in thought, word and
deed—if {he response von made to the other
child of Gad, the attitude you adopted when he
treated wvou hurtfully, the manner in which
you condueted yourself, your looks—if all were
the expression of Jesus Christ, and it were
cqually so in the other one, thercin would be
the basis of Chiristian fellowship. Fellowship
is Christian fellowship in the measure in which
it is that—the expression of Chirist. It is in
another world altogether from mere companion-
ship—being on good terms with your friends.
It is the mingling of Christ through you with
Christ throngh another, and you arc meeting
in the throne, and in the one Man, Jesus Christ,
you are finding union. TIs it not truc that
whon you come and look up into His face and
your whole being is going out to Him, and
another at your side is doing the same, any
diffcrences you may have had between your-
sclves arc lost sight of, you are occupied only
with the Lord ? Thosc things about the other
which irritate you, you forget: you are both
-occupied with one Man up therein the glory and
-you have fellowship one with another.  “If we
walk in tho light as he isin the light "—the
light of His presence, the light of His face shining
into our hearts—*' we have fellowship onc with
another ”’ (1 John i. 7). Each of us is knowing
ITim, and we have fellowship. Take your own

_to do it.

experience with another child of God this week.

You came together and you began to be frank
with one another, and said in effeet: ““ You are
in the wrong and my position is a right one,
and until you come to sce it we cannot go on.”
Your eyes were fixed upon that one and your-
self, taking into atcount all the circumstances,
deciding on the basis of reasonable judgment
who is right and who is wrong on this point
and on that, coming to a conclusion on balance
that Kou arc in the right, and you cannot give
way beeause it would be compromise of right-
eousness to do so. You have been knowing
that other onc after the flesh all the time
—knowing them, not knowing Ilim, taking
notc of their rough pointx, not the glory of

1y

Christ ; looking at the outer man, not the inner
man. You have got to look at the One within.
If you and I look at one another we shall rub
one another the wrong way; and if you let
that about me which you do not like occupy
vour mind, it will tinge all vour outlook with
impurits —if we know one another after the
flesh that will.be the efiect.
Death with Christ solves the Problem

T emphasise my scnse that this is a timelyv
word, 1 know nothing among the Lord’s
people more urgent than this in the realm of
relationships—knowing one. another after the
flesh. I beg you, I exhort my own heart, go
to God on the matter ; where you and another
are living in a rclationship which does not
honour the Lord, so that if worldly people
knew they would say : ** A fine state of atlairs.”
Takeit to God. It does not make any difference
who is right or wrong. In Col. iii. 13, we are
bidden to forgive cach other if any have a
complaint against another, even as the Lord
forgave us. Lhe guestion of right or wrong
docs not arisc—all the wrong was on our side
and all the right on the Lord’s, yet He sought
us in His love, that He might win us to Himself.
“So also do ye.” You may be a hundred per
cent. in the nght, it docs not make any difter-
ence ; you must not know the other person
after the flesh, nor stand on the ground of your
superior rights and refuse to know him in
Christ until he apologises and puts things right.
You must know him as a fellow-member in
Christ and love the Christ in himm. You say
it is impossible 7 It is, until you know the
fellowship of Christ’s death ; but when you
and I have taken the grace to go and be indenti.
fied with Christ in His cross we shall be able
How often we sec these cases of
unhappy relationships among the Lord’s people ;
and though you who may be involved are
wholly in the right so far as the merits of the
case are concerned, in the sight of God yon
are responsible for the whole position continuing
unless and wniil you take your place in Christ’s
death and accept the meaning of it for the
ruling out of the flesh. And when you do this,
this Dlessed result follows—all the indigna-
tion which you felt, the sense of hurt and
injustice, the wounded dignity, the fretted
spirit—all ceases from you and you come into
& new liberty and joy in the Lord. Let me
urge you to come there, and trust the Lord to
bring the other person there too. ‘ But,”
you say, ‘“‘if I do that and do not stand up for
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ny rights they will assuime they have been
right all the time and matters will be worse
than ever.” Trust the Lord to apply the cross
to the flesh in the other as He has done it in
yon, How do you know but that they arc
adopting just the same attitude as yourself ?
There might be two here to-night estranged
in spirit and He is saying the same thing to
both of you. You have to take your place in
identification with Christ : *° Henceforth know
we no man after the flesh.”” 1If therc are two
here to-night who are in any measure estranged,
it is as though you were each alonc responsible
for the situation. Take vour place in Christ
in the fellowship of His death. Let His death
work in you in the rnling out of your knowledge
of the other onc after the flesh. You will go
away finding love flowing out of your heart ;
your problem solved when you have fellowship
with Christ in His death. How did Jew and
Gentile become fellows ! The Lord ruled them
both out by His cross and made of the twain
one new man. And having come to the Lord,
how miserable a time must the Jew have had
who refused to recognise fellowship with a
Gentile believer, until he took from the TLord
grace to dic as a Jew and recognise in Christ
there was one new man, onc new creation,
* where thore cannot be Greek and Jew.”
(Col. iii. 11.)
Our Responsibility for His Coming

What vou and I need and what God needs is
the death of the saints, and when He sces the
death of the saints He says: “ This is pre-
cious.” It is a grander day for you and for
God, the day of your death thus, than the day
of your natural birth (Eeccles. vii. 1). A far
more precious thing to. Him when you thus
dié than when you came into this world born
in iniquity. The day vou see your death with
Christ in His cross and stand into it and say :
“I no longer live but Christ liveth in me,”
is a far better day than the day when you were
born in sin without Christ, because it is the
day when the Son of God is liberated in you.
Josus Christ the Son of God incarnate, takes
up His abode in your heart and becomes by the
consent of your surrendered will the very life
of your whole being. Although you die, you
live in the power of another life.  That is the
foundation of Christian fellowship—the grace
of Christ. A message like this calls for definite
secking of the Lord, definite going to God to ask
Himn how {ar the thing does apply to us in any
relutionship of ours. The issue with which we

-

are dealing is not just that of getting on more
comfortably with one another than we have
been, the issue is the facilitating of God’s great
eternal purpose of making Christ Jesus His
Son to be all and in all ; and as long as you and
I remain as ourselves, apart from the surrender
of our being to Him fo possess, in that measure
we are contributing to the arrest of God’s
eternal purpose. That Christ might be all
and in all is His purpose. If I allow a strain
to continue in my relationship to you it is
deliberately  arresting  the purpose of God,
holding back the coming of the Lord Jesns,
perpetuating the agony of this world, Your
taking offence at some unkind remark, your
harbouring a grievance with someone—you are
delaying the coming of the Lord Jesus. If
vou are allowing a strained relationship to
exist, to continue--it may have gone on for
20 years but from this night God holds you
responsible and by the grace of God, though it
costs you humbling, take your place in His
death and lot that one Proper Man express
His own love, His own life, His own grace,
through you. I want to lay this as solemnly
as I know how upon you. God charges us
to-night in the Name of the Lord Jesus with the
responsibility of delaying His Son’s coming in
glory just in the measure that we are allowing
an unsatisfactory relationship with another
child of God to he outstanding. There is only
cnc way for you to deal with it and that is to
go back to the place where you died in Christ
andd to take by His grace the spirit of humility,

to humble yourself, to go down and serve that

12

other one who, it may be, is still in the wrong,
to scrve them in Cheist’s Name. Not to
harbour offence. A child of God is Chiist’s
representative.  He that touches a child of
God, though he be the hast, touches Him.
You sce, if you treat a child of God in a spirit
of stand-off-ishness yon are treating Christ
like that. That is terribly solemn. When
Christ drank the cup He drank a cup of bitter-
ness ; He invites us to have fellowship in the
cup of salvation (sce verse 13 of our psalm).
One ingredient in that cup is fellowship in His
death. How can T let my life be poured out in
return for all His benefits 7 Accept my- fellow-
ship with Him in His death., You will hasten
the coming of the Lord by that way more than
any other. 1t is yrecivus to God beeanse it
brings Christ in, and as He sees His Son in all
of us, a company of people all filled with His
Son, presenting His Son to Him, that is worship
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and therein is fellowsdnip. Would to Godi that
every assembly off His people were thus!
Would to Godi that Christ filled every heart in
every assembly ! It is our responsibility to smc
that He fills us. Is He fliling yow ? Is Christ
fillingz you through and through ¥ He will only
do it as yow consent to your death as a swint,

as a servant of God, just as much as a sinner.

As yow consent, yield your memimms a living
sacrifice unto Him for Himm to fill, to use. God
waits, longs, yearns for it, and Christ drank that
cup to make it possible. I call upon you in
His Name to see toitt that you do nott finusmate
the grace off Godi. Will you seek His grace

for iit' { 6 P

The Testimony and its vesse] unto the time
of the end

The abiding message 6f the book of Daniel

Ix this introductory word it will be necessary
for us to take a broad view of what is before
us and to be occupied mainly in a general
outline. The mote specific spirittual appliina-
tion will remain for subsequenit consideration
and yow will undeestand that the peeullar
natuie of this preseit time is just in preparatien
for what may follow.

We shall have te take what this beek
( Dami@l)gi brings inte view aleng a twe-fold
lme, in the math. Firstly the histeriesl and
aphetleal, and then secondly, the ty H%HEQI
§p mw@l But I wetild i e here i
matsl te sy that if is ned iR 8Re’'s thought er
intentien &6 El%ﬁl WIER the besk of Paniel iR
any Wway exhaustively alen F Rgh@ﬁie&l lms§
th £1§ it is n&t f gg)h ﬁﬂeam%

H\i% seisww §a£ uk}
BE 1at HE an ésma Bﬁt‘éﬂt Il the
w&y throtg

We arc aware that prophecy by itselff need
not be spirituallly helipful or enridhing or building
up. It may bo very interestimg, very fascima-
ting, very educational, butt it does nott always
have a spiritual effectt, and 1 do nott think the
Lord ever intended His people just to study
prophecy as a subject, butt to recognise that
everything in His thought is intended to reach
down into the life and to make very radical
changes there, and in order for prophecy to do
that, yow have to do a great deal more than
study dates, times, seasons and signs. There
has to be a spmtual interpretiation amli appliza-
tion, and! it is that which we have especially in
mind here. But for the present momemt e
just take some more or less broad view off what
is hero brought before us.

i 8!5%}‘

2,600 Years of this World’s History

We know that the Book off Damiel covers and
outlines that part of this world’s history which
was designated by the Lord Jesus Hinself as
“ the times of the Gentiles.” Yow will remem-
her that He said (it is recorded in Luke xxi. 24) :
“JFensailom shall be tredden down off tho
Gentilks, untll the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled,” and this Beok off Daniel eevers, and
aiitlines, that peried ; Feughly a peried ef seme
2,500 years. If commRAad WHeR the king-
dems of Isragl and Judah were entirely ever-
threwn and Gentile pewsrs teek possessien of
their 1and ; iR the third year of the reign of
a%m;am Nebueha B%? FRF mtfaauesd the

of thi Genliks, the GeRtie weg ESW€F§;
a ns F%lﬂ%% hﬁt Hm%ﬂ there Beell & kin
tho eHtling of ¢hi

81‘18& 1§ A Ee H§ EF

#nd AlAt R g ﬁuﬁ%ﬁ

Apters
... In the second chapter we have the image
off Nebuchathezzantds dremam, andl the soertin
and the eighth chapters are enlargements of
the second, that is, a fuller account off what is
contained im the imago of that dream. I am
neott going to attempt to deal with alll the details
off that, butt just to remind yow off that image
and what it pointed tto.

As yow will remember, the image had a
head off gold, and mterpmﬂmnug the dream to
Nebuchagheezzar, Damiel said.: *“Thou art
this head of gold,” which off course was
Nebuchadnezzar andl his empiire, the Babylonian
empire. Andl then the image had its chest
andl arms off silvar; yow will notice that that
is inferior to gold and portrayed an imferior
kingdom which would follow that off the
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Babylonian. It pointed on to the Medo-
Persian empire. Then the trunk and thighs
were of brass, a still more inferior empire
following that, which was fulfilled in the great
Macedonian empire. Then the legs of iren
and the feet part of iron and part of elay,
pointed on to a still more Inferier empire,
namely, the Roman, the two legs represanting
the eastern section and the western section of
the Roman empire. The feet, the iron spesking
of the monarchical aspect of that empire, that
govermnment, and the clay speaking of the
democratic aspect. Over the territory covered
by that fourth empire to-day there are monar-
chies and republics, a literal fulfilment in our
own day and for many years past of that which
was foreshadowed 5800 years B.c. Then another
thing is said conceming that fourth empire,
that in the midst of those kings the God of
heaven would set up a kingdom which should
never be destroyed, and which weuld never he
in the hands of another people ; a stone cut
without hands should break these kingdems In
pieces. We have seen a very large fulfilment
of thatt; the God of heaven has set up His
kingdom in the midst of the kingdoms of that
fourth world-empire, the Reman empire.
Agalnst that kingdom of the Ged ef the hieavens
no werld pewer has yet been able te pievail
altheugh they have wielded the full ws n€
of their might against the saifts ef the
High : butehered and massaeied them é‘ﬂd
determined with a diabelieal determinatien e
wipe thefn ewf: it is those kingdems that have
ehie te pieees, the stene eut witheut hands
88 braken ther and the kingdems whieh have
set themeives against the Lord and His Ohfist
af@ fast beeeming steries in Ristery beeks 6f
%eﬂea of past days, and the kingdem ef the
od of heaven goes ef never ie Be destreyed,
and Rever te be entrusted te the Rands ef any
mere WBH‘H‘j%BW@f 15 i§ in Eh@ han@% 8? the
saints of the Mo orb Wi yet 8BS &

%{i‘&\f@f mmim ef{s iﬁ efal 8H . 41 A8
@a E 3 é@&?ﬂ

e
o %@s:%z*@%%aﬁ%fﬁf“ﬂ ?{‘n
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captiniity, spoke in typical language about the
one who would come up and carry them away
and ’destroy them. Ho said: “Tle lion is
come up,” and here is the lion coming up out
of the sea, Nebuchadmezzar and his Babylonian
empire.

The second was the bear, and that again
points to the Mecdo-Pcrsian empire. On its
side, (you notice the detail) meanimg that
Persia was its strong clement. It had three
ribs in its mouth, speaking of three great
provimces of that empire, Syria, Lydia and
Asia Minor,

The third beast, the leopard, speaking of
the Greco-Macedonian empire. This leopard
had four wings typical of its rapid advance,
fuifilled so clearly in the conquests of Alexander
the Great, sweeping advamees in all directions.
Tt had four heads which pointed to the Partmg
of the empire into its four territories of Syria,
Egypt, Macedonia and Asia Minor.

Then the fourth beast, the great nondescript
beast, pointing to the Roman empire. Ten
horns speaking of ten provimeces, and then one
small horn destroying the tlirce ; the eyes of a
man, a mouth speaking great swelllimg things.
Much of this yet awaits fulfilment.

Now we, of course, could go on with that
historic, prophetlcal snde but a hurried look
at Chapter 8 will compllew all that we intend in
this connection for the time being. In
Chaptef S8 you have the Medo-Persian empire,
fiistli- as a ram with two horns, indicating the
Medes and the Persians, the Persians the last
and the stronger side, conquered in three
directions, ard those three directions are the
thiee ribs of Chapter 7.

Secondly, the Greco-Macedonian empire is a
he-gwett; swift, that is, as the leopard kingdom
of Chaptter 7, with one horn, that is Alexander
the Great. It is most 1mportant to realise this
was all written some hundred years before
Alexander the Great was bern, and you see
these eenquests of that memareh as he leaped
across the Hellespent and feught suecessful
batiles, and then meoved ef up the banks ef
the s and Nile and then to Shushan, the
Baiie 6f the Qrais, ARd then the battle of
iasus, and theR Ris great battle ef Aﬁ%na
He stamped the Persian te the greund and
§66R Byfia, Phenicia, Cyrpus, , Gatza,
Bgypt and hab len were all eenguered. After
this h@ een u@ieel Baetria and defeated the
Seythiams. Thus he stamped upen tho ram.

“But when the he-gmat had waxed very
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great, the great horn was brokem.” The early
death of Alexamdler was thus predicted. He
died a drunkard at the age of thirty-two years.

Now you may be wondering what all that
has to do with us at this present time, but as
we said at the outset, there is a spiritual side to
this. There is, of course, its value of sesing
tho Word of God fulfilled so minutely, and the
Spirit of God being vindicated along all these
detailed lines, but there is a very great deal
more than that in it and we want to come to
the main spirittual features of this particular
age as indicated by this Book of Damiel, and
wc can gather those up briefly.

The Spiritual Features of this History

Firstly, wc are impmessed by this book with
the fact that the government of the world on
the human side is seen to be for this long period
in the hands of Gentile rulers. That carries
with it a very great deal more than is @pparent
on the surface, and we shall see something of
what that includles as we go along.

Then in the second place, in a special and
distinctive- way the kingdom of God of the
heavens is seen to bo operating. Now put
those two things together and you have some-
thing of tremendmuss significance. On the one
hand, the fact that, for some 2,500 years of this
world’s history, on the human side, its govern-
ment is in the hands of Gentile rulers, and on
the other hand, the fact that with the introdue-
tion of that regime there is so much said @bowt
the rule, the government of the Ged of the
heavens.. I do not kmow whether yeu have
been impmssed with that phiese, and similar
phiases, in the Book of Damiel. If you eare te
make a note and leek it up I will just give yeu
some of the plaRs In whieh that and
like afe used. Five EifRs |
ii. 18, 10, 88, 37, 44. Five times in Ohapiek 4 :
iv, 19, 80, 31, 85, 87: theR iR V. 83: Vi. 97
vii. 13, 8%,

Now that has a two-fididl foree. It has that
general force which we have mentioned, that
while Gentile powers, on the human side, have
the government of this world in their hands,
the heavens do rule. There is a specific
emphasis laid upem the government of the
heavens, and the God of the heavems. We
shall eeme baek to that later on, but there is
anether thing whieh goes aleng with that,
whieh earries its ewn significance. Damviel was
a Jew, probably ef the sced royal, and if mek
of the ﬁe rayal ane of dignity in the Hebrew
raee: 1 you read in Chapler 1 you will see

Five times in Chapr 2 1.

rs

that those that Nebuchadnezzar required to
come in to his court were to be taken from the
seed royal or those outstandimg in dignity,
and Damiel and his friends were chosen on that
ground. Now Damiel evidently held an impor-
tant place in the Hebrew race and the Book
makes it quite clear that Damiel had a special
concern for Jerusalem, and the Lord’s interest
in Jerusalem, and the Lord’s people the Jows.
His windows were up toward Jemusalem three
times a day, and he carried his own people as
a great burden upon his heart, and é'et withal
he never speaks of the Lord as the God of the
Jews, or ol Israel, but always, the God of the
heavems. That is a Gentile age feature, and
it brings in God's specific pumuse in the age,
whieh is net the Jews as such, though included
in the puimpese. It brings in a heavenly
ealling, net an earthly ene. “ Partalers of a
heavenly eallimg’™ 1t brings the heavens in
with semething whieh specifiedly relates to
the heavens as differimg from the Jewish
kingdem on the earth, and shows that in this
age the heavens are interested in that;; that is
the thing In whieh the heavens are eoncemed,
this heavenly object. The God of the heavens
is always seen here ; it is the heavens ruling,
and we shall see in what connectiom more
specifically as we go on.
A Person, A Testimony, An Instrument

This rule of the heavens, therefore, is
related to a Person, a Testimony and an
Imstrument. That person is the Ome here
called “THe Son of Man.” Everything is
pointing towards that Person, and the issue of
this beok is feund in that Person, everything
here is m@vinge@n toeward the day when that
Porson shall be the ene pre-eminent Person.
The heavens are fuling and ever-rilimg the
werld-kingdems tewards that end. Teward a
Persen, a Temman{:: that is, the Testimeny
of Jesus. That is the spirit ef gﬁfg?m_@y, we
are teld: “ MR tast of & &% e
spirit of prepheey.” The heavens are ruling
and over-rilimg in relation to the testimony of
Jesus. And then in relation to an instrument,
that instrument is the Church, and it came in
with the Gentile period. That Church is
represented typically and spiritually by Daniel
and his three friends. It is typified by the
remnant which was the issue of the testiimony
of these four. Now I hope you may be able
to grasp that. It will leave a general impression
upon you if you cannot grasp the details.

Thus, then, there arc three things clearly
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in view in the main. One, the set course of
the age, by Divine planning, heading up to
Christ. That is very clear in the Dook of
Danicl. The set course of the age—all these
Gientile powers. with all that was bad and
wrong in them, nevertheless by Divine appoint-
ment (not bad by Divine appointment, but the
power, the rule by Divine appointment) it is
in the Divine plan, and in spite of the Divine
planning being taken hold of by evil men and
all the wrong that they introduce, Cod is
carrying on toward llis purpose and causing
these things to head up to His Son; that is
the rule of the heavens., It ought to come
to us with fresh emphasis—(I know very well
how I am covering very old ground for many
of you, for myself this is very old ground

indeed, but there are perhaps younger servants -

‘of the Lord who have not been taken through
the prophetical school very thoroughly, and
for whom, perhayps, the barest outline of things
may be hc{pi‘ul to a closer study}—that thesc
world empires, these Gentile empires with all
the wrong and the evil and the wickedness and
the antagonism to God, are nevertheless in
the hands and in the plan of God, and that
God has got them not only in His plan hut in
His authority. They may work against Him
but He is compelling their very working against
Him to work for Him, and it is all heading up
to Christ, the Person.

Secondly, an instrument in the carth is in
view which is inseparably kound up with the
purposc of the age. Again, that should carry
much more weight with us than it dees, and
if we are going on with the Lord we are going
to come to that fact spiritually, perhaps along
very violent lines. You and 1 will, if we come
right into God's specific object for the age,
come right in it spiritually and vitally. We
are going to discover that we arc people who
count for semething. That is not said on the
natural level, that is said in that realm where
we arc going to discaver that heaven and hell
are involved in this matter of securing this
instrument, and heaven will be moved to its
centre and hell will Ee moved to its depths

bhecausc of that object, that instrument, that

Church, or that remnant. -1t is inseparably
bound up with the age purpose and all the
kingdoms of the carth are related to it. It
touches all the nations in a spiritual way, so
that two mighty spiritual hicrarchies are drawn
in, so to speak, as to the issue, the issue of the
government of those nations, and that is being

16

determined in and by the Church. Have you
ever recognised that ¥ That the Chureh is the
instrament for the determining of the govern-
ment of the nations, Lecause it is the instru.
ment of the testimony of Jesus, that He is
Lord ; and that is the challenge. The Church
stands on the side of heaven, and heaven
stands on the side of the Church, the Body of
Christ, and heaven and the Church confront
hell and all its forces with a cliallenge of
governmeni. Tor the nations in all the ages to
come. And so as that instrument is inseparably
bound up with the purpose of the age, this
third thing comes in, that heaven and hell are
actively in operation concerning that instru.
ment.  That is of immense significance. You
may Le a professing Christian engaged in much
of the organised work of Christianity, but if
you come by the Holy Ghost into Ged’s imme-
diate age purpose spiritually, livingly, and
range yourself with Cheist as Lord, to be a
witness unto Him and His Lordship in this
carth, ycu range yourself against hell and hell
at once takes account of you and you become
an object of significance and importance.

Now all that comes into view in the Book of
Daniel because that is represented and typified
Ly Danicel and his fellows, and the remnant
which issued from their testimony-.

SIMILARITY BETWEEN ENDS AND
BEGINNINGS
I. The Word of God Despised

The next thing is that conditions at the
Feginning are particularly true of the end.
Lock at the beginning of this peried, this age-
rericd of the Gentile world powers as we have
it in the Bcok of Danicl and in the other
prephecics which cirele arcund the keginning.
You have Jehaiakim and his apostasy. We
will Lhave mare to cay about it, but remember
that all that teok place here in the Book of
Danicl teck place in the third year of the reign
of Jehoiakim. Who was he ? He was a son
of Josiah. That makes things excecdingly
sericus, for Josiah was onc of these good kings
of the latter days of lsracl, {hrough whom a
very blessed revival took place in Israel; who
recovercd things for Ged, who was tiue to God
in a day of terrille declension and idolatry,
and one of the most glorious fraginents of those
latter ycars of Isracl’s history was that under
Josiah.  And Jchoiakim was a son of Josiah,
and Jehoiakim son of Josiah cut the Word of
God to picces and burnt it. He despised the
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Word of (Jod. He know that upon which (Jod
had set His blessing, His approval, he knew
of days of Divine blessing and the ground wpon
which that blessing was given, he knew that of
which God approved, history was before him
in close relationships, he had a godly heritage,
but he- apestatised, lie despised the Word of
God. He let go his gedly heritage. That was
the beginning. He did mere than that. He
had a brether and he had seen his brother
captivated, the King of Egypt deposed his
brother and put him in his place and ehanged
his name. He had seen the downfall of his
brother because God was against the wayv that
he was taking, and that eught to have been a
warnlng te him. He had seen the blessing of
God upen his father and the judgment of Ged
upen his brether. That is hew it was at the
beginning, and 1 have said that the eonditiens
at the beginning are repeated vevi%f clesely at
the end of a dispeiisatien. The Word of Ged
Is despised te-day. There is a %adl heritage,
there 1s a histery ; it is elear te all whe want te
see where the Lerd’s blessing rests and wpen
what it rests. We have net te look baek wpen
our history very far te see where the Lerd
comes in in blessimg—falthfulhrss to the Werd
of God ; —and yet to-day that which officiglly
represents Christendom as Jehoiakimm officially
represemted Israel, in the main, despises the
Word of God, sets it aside, ignores its histery,
takes no aeeeunt of its gedlv heritage, and
things are In a state of deelensien, laigely
apestasy, to-day. Yes, as it was then se it is

new.
H. Mixture

A further feature was mixture in the things
of God. Why, these propiecies pointing
on to the -captivity of Israel are just
full of that, it is mountainumis. You open
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the whoele
plaintive ery 1s abeut an awful mixture in the
things of Ged. Take a ehapter like Isalah 1xvi.
* Thus saiith the Lerd, The heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my foetstoel: whereis the house
that e bulld unto me ? and where is the place
of my rest ? For all these things hath mine
hand made, and all those thimgs have been
saith the Lord : but to this mam will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my wordl’* But this
is how things are: “ He that killeth an ox
is as if he slew a man, lie that saenificdin a
lamb, as it he cut oft a dog's neck : he that
offercth an oblation, as if he offered swine's

blood ; he that burnethi incense, as if he blessed
an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own
ways, and their soul dclightetth in theiir sdinnmiima-
tions.” What mixture! No discrimination,
no spiritual discemment, perception, sensitive-
nass about hely things, but mixed up, eonfused.
Are we net truly able to say that in eur day
at the end of the age there is a teriible mixture
in the things of Ged % Yes, indeed, in the
things of God all sorts of things contrary to
God have beefi brought in. Sometings; it is
literally appalling. As you know, I travel
theough the eewntry a goodt bit by road, and in
the eetirse of these many journgys we pass the
doers of numeious places of worship—grest
blazing fetiees of whist-difives, eoneerts, eon-
¢t parties by the mest eutrageeusly worldly
fames and titlks. These are the prosr@Nmes
of these “rpdacss of wershipp” (?) and as yei
take aeeeunt ef Christendem, yeu slhwdder
semetimes and wender where the testiimeny
of the Lerd is. Awful mixture; se that even
henest and sineere g@@pl@‘ very eften do net
knew their right hand frem their left in spiritual
mattees ; what is f Ged and what is fet, &nd
yoiu find very eften ?eﬂuimly sineere Christisn
peeple find it possible to do thingﬁ and ge te
places and engage in this and that withewt
any eenseienee whatever as to what the Lerd
appiowes of ; things are se mixed, the whele
baekgreund ef their life has beeerme so 6eon-
fused that they have entered into an iinheritanee
of mixture and they de net kAew: “ My
gf_em@ are destreyed fer laek ef knewledge™

ixtuee at the end as at the beginning, =nd
ueh idelatry.

God requires ultimate Confiormity to
Original Light

- One very brieff wordl in this general owtline
again. Light is given at the beginning and
light is reeevered at the end, but with this
extra emphasis, that light given at the begin-
nlng and reeevered at the end 1s with the
speeial ebjeet of that light being eonformed ta.
I want yeu to get that, because these are abiding
featuces of ages. The beginning of an age is
marked by light always. The end of an age is
always marked by that same light being brought
into view, but an added emphasis of demand
for comfammiity to the origimal light. Do you
get that ? in the Book of Damiel, isn't it
marvellous, does it not strike you with great
force, that the bringing in of Gentile world
powers in a mam like Nebuchadnezzar should bo
80 marked by light. Nebuch , What

t?
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was lie in himself ? Not mueth as a mam, and
yet to that mam the (Jod of heavem gawe the
most remarkatle and wonderful fulness of
unveiling of world-lhigwy, successive domi-
nions of this world. Nebuchadmezzar searched
out all his wise men, and his magicians to give
him light, to help him in an hour when he was
defeated, baflled, and not one of them could
give a ray of light upom his perplexiity, and he
ordered them all to be destroyed. Daniel
heard of it and said: " Why is the decree so
hasty from the king ?" Then Damied went in
to the king and desired that he would give him
time and he would show the king the inter-
pretation. * There is a God in heavem that
revealeth searetts” Every confideme in the
Lord. And a season was appointed, the order
of exeeution was stayed for a period, and
Daniel called a prayer meeting, they went to
the Lord. In a night vision the thing was
revesled to Damiel and then Damiel praised the
Ged of heaven and went In unte the king. Dy
direst revelation 2,500 years of histery were
iven te a Babyloniam king when nene ef all
he wise men of the eiirth esuld give him a ray
of light.: The Ged ef heaven eame in: Is et
that impiessive 2 Yes, light at the begming:
Light i8 always a feature of the beginning of a
dispensation, but as that dispensatiom cleses
that light is breught inte view anw with Ged's
deouble emphasis Ter sonformity te the erigimal
light. That earries us a leng way. If we are
i the end, Ged is geing te recever, and is
seeldng te reeever for His saifits the eriginal
light fer His Chureh, but He is geing te demand
that the saints eenferm te that light, and if
at an end time we eenie Inte teueh with the

see that we do not just handle this thing as so
mucth truth and teaching, but He will deal with
us in such a way as to bring us into living
fellowship with the light.

This is just where we shouid linish, is it not ?
Light was given at the beginning : much light
came in fully through the Apostle Paul. Most
of it has been lost, or it has been lost in the
maim for the people of God through the ages,
but God lias been slowly recovering it, bringing
it back bit by bit. And does it not strike you
as significant that the Lord has so mightily
recovered the testimony to the truth of the
Coining Agaim of the Lord Jesus, and then
brought in on to}) of that, and is bringing in on
top of that, His emphasis about the Church the
Body of Christ I Thaese two things go together.
The remnant is related to the Advent.

Well, now, we just close here for the present
on this. Tlic Lord is out to perfect that instru-
ment of and in the testimony as to the Caiming
Sovereign One, and to bring that instrument,
as he brought the instrument in the book of
Daniel, into a living and experimental relation-
ship to Himself for the age-pu . How
R{a@tt@al things were with Damiel, Slhedrach,

eshach and Abed-nege—very practical. The
Lord wreught the testimeny In them and
threugh them by dee}]), deep experiences. That
is a fereshadowing, makimg the testimony a
matter of life and death. And that is where
we are. God Is seelking to bring about a con-
formity to the light at the end.

May the Lord give you hearts that are able
to hold all that is in His thought important
for this time. This has only been surveying
a very broad outlook in order that we may

tiue light, God is geing te take great pains t6 have something to work to after. T. A-8
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Duiistlwir-on-Tyne, 5s. ; Easthoume, 10s. : Kpsom,
2s. Od. ; Goadhwipst, 5s. ; Garkesleend], 8s. ; 0ilaston-
bury, 1s. ; Hatlhiigh, 10s. ; Bopthing Island, 2s. Gd. :
Hn.' Trannene, 10s. ; Mook, 3s. ; Honneilow West,
5. ; Jamam, 5s.: Llaijghon$am, 10s.; North-
ampton, £1 : New MHmnoden, 5s. ; Mansdield, 10s. ;
Osterley, 10s. ; Paniley, 2s. Gd. ; Pandotoan:, 2s. Gd.
Ruak:, T. of W, 3s. ; Southport, 5s. : Soatlmanpton,
2s. Gd. ; St. Haiknms, I. of W., 2s. Cd. ; Swalleeliffe,
5s. ; Tunbridge Wadllx, 2s. €d. and 2s.; Torguay,
58, ; Waolarhanyitun, 7s. 1id. ; W. Svatiteuino.
2s. 8df.; Wooitthimg, 2s.; Pulimm, 2s.; Dalslon,
2. 6. ; Pana: Biill, 2s. 6d. ; Bomewy, 5s. ; Pluin-
stead, Bs. ; Ruskin Park, 2s. 6d. ; Stoke Newington,
2s. Gd. ; Sydenham, 10s. ; Uger Nemwwood, 10s. ;
Wilksden, 2s. 6di—Total £26 1s.
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Comnumion
A Solemn Meditation on

1 Corimthians x, 1®; Psazlms 22, 63, and 88; and other Scriptures.

O cup of blessing which we bless,
Freom Christ’s own hand received,
Therein we taste His preciousmess
On Whom we have believed.

Thereim we hold commumion sweet
With God about His Son,

And Spirit-led to Jesus' feet
Behold what He has done.

. O cup of blessing which we drink

With lips that breathe His Name,

Well may our hearts bow down to think

Of His full cup of stheme.

. His awful cup of wrath and woe,

For us so freely drained ;

. The bitterness wo ne'er can know,

10.

Tho terrors He sustmined.

. Fierce anger 'gainst our sin He bore—

He was cut off by it :
Like one of whom God thinks no more,
“ Laid in the lowestt pitt.’"

. O hark to what the Scripture saiith—

“ Cast off among the dimal]’”
He sank in all the depths of death,
It's floods o'erflowed His head.

. Forsaken, curst, accounted sin,

Beset by satam’s host
The deepest darkmess closed Him in
Till He gave up the Ghost.

. And thus wc taste of life and peace,

And thus are we brought nigh,
Tn worship that shall never oease,
Beholding Jesus die.

. 0 Lord, what can Thy servants say ?

We caused Thy grieff and pain :
Yet Thou didst love us all the way,
And for us rose again.

In heart we follow Thee through alll:
We see Thy glory brezk,

And in Thy shining Presence fall,
Glad vassels for Thy sake.
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Rooted andl Grounded

The Lord's Ofbject with the *Qwercormer™

Reanmve : Isaiah xxxvi. 1-22 : xxxvii. 31.
Matt. fii. 10 ; xv. 13, 14, xiii. 6.

You will have noticed that in all these
passages there is reference to roots, and roots
are very important thimgs. A very great deal
depends upon roots ; for a tree almost every-
thing depends upom the roots. And in the
same way, beloved, our roots and our rooting
are very important things in the matter of our
eternal destiiny.

I want to say a little in a general way at the
outset before wc come to something wmore
specific in this connection. You will notice
that the passages which we read (and others
could be added to them on the same subject)
are divided. Some refer to the sound rooting
which will take the straim, which will prove
adequate. The others refer to rootings which
are not adequate and which will net abide.
We might just say a word or two about that
second class, to begin with, Through the Word
of the Lord there are various kinds and classes
of those whase roots and whose rooting is not
adequatite. Some have been mentiomed. The
one in Matthew iii. 10 : “ And even now is the
axe laid unto the root of the trees ” ; a word in
the ministry of John the Baptist, represanting
a time of crises when a long period of probatiom
and opportunity had been given by the Lord,
and there had "been every provision made by
Him to secure a sound and abiding rooting on
the part of Israel, but now the testing time had
come when roots were going to be subjected to a
severe trial and testing. The result of that
testing, as we know, was that once again Israel
was reoted up. Not so many years after this
they were rooted up from their land and were
earried away In the great hurricame of Divine
jk;%ﬁwfm theeugh tlie Roman Legions and
seaftered to varfous parts of the earth, and
they have never since been planted wmgaein.
The axe was laid te the roots of the tree.

Then two others came in in that class. In
Matthew xiii. the sower had sowed his seed
and some had fallen in rocky plmces. It had
§prung up ; when the sun was up it withered,
d?@d, %av?ng noroot. And that, we are given to
understand, illustrates those people who hear

the Word of the Lord superficiglly ; hear it
and in a way receive, it, on the face of things
respond to it, but in whom it is found even-
tually then@ is not the root of the matter.
"Lheir kind of receiiving, their kind of regpmnding,
their kind of association with the Word of the
Lord cannot bear the heat, the blaze of the sun,
it is something which lies on the outside, it is
not that which reaches down into the very
depths of their being.
he third, Matthew xv., was a word concern-
ing the Phavitwes. The disciples reported that
the Phavibees took a certmin attitude toward
things. The Lord’s Word was : “ livery plant-
ing (literallg) which my heavenly Father hath
not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them
alone : they be blind leaders of the blimd.*
. The Danger of Living on the Past
Now these three cases of roots which do not
stand, bring differmmt aspects before us. In
the first case, in Matthew iiii,, you have an
historical and traditional thing which has
occupied the place of that which claims to
represent the Lord and has had much in its
history which was of the Lord, in blessing and
in use and senvikxe; with which- much of the
Lord has been associated, and which has been
associated with much of the Lord in His pur-
pose and His ways; but which has come to a
time when it is no more than a past history, a
reputation without present life. Sometthing
that belomgs to a by-gone day : whaose life,
whose vitality and energy and spiritual pro-
gress is not up-to-date and abreast of its
present claims. A time of testing comes in
the sovereign ordering of God for all such, and
it is found by reason of its present root-drymness,
lack of vitality, of energy, of up-to-dataness: of
life that it cannot go through the testing, it is
rooted oit. A simple word that, and yet a
challenging word whieh shows us two things:
that God, in His sovereignty, does most
definitely appoint a time in which He will test
the state of everything and everyome which
makes a claim to be related to Him. He will
do that, and then no amount of past history,
good history, Divime history, will stand that
thing in stead for the day of His testing. Or
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to put it another way, God tests to find out just
exactly how up-to-date spiritual life and
spiritual experience is. "There are quite a lot
of people who have had a very sound, thoroughly
genuime conversnon, but who live back oil
their conversion of ten, twenty, or forty years
ago; and while it is true the history was quite
sound, it is something of the jiast, its vitality
has not been continuows, it is not up-to-diste,
and such peoplle will fimd that when the winds
of God begin to blow they are lacking, they are
wanting, and they will be carried away, not
necessarily to be eternally lost, any more than
Israel is, but to very great loss.

The Danger of an Assumed Relationship to God

And then the Lord also tests most diefinitcly,
every Kind of profession, evers kind of response,
every kind of attitude or relationship, to dis-
cover whether that is a thing which is on the
surface, on the face, superficial : or whether it is
a thing which has gone rigittt down deeply into
the life, burying its roots in the very sub-soil
of experience. Here, again, a simple word, but
it may be that there is someone here who is
attaching themselves to something, attaching
themseles to a place, to a compamy of peoplie;
attaching themselwes in an outward way to
that which represents the Lord, in hymws and
addessess and prayers and serviees and sweh
like; associating themselves and, in a way,
making seme kind ef answer or respeise to the
things of the Lerd.

Haxe you seen a self-grown forest in a moun-
tain districtt after a gale { We have a good
deal of that sort of thing in Scotland where the
seeds have been carried by the wind and have
sown themsedwes in the very thin soil of a
mountaim slope, a rocky district. They have
grown very tall, lanky thin trees, lirs or pimes :
their roots have spread out and covered a great
area, and then—a gale—amdl as you go along after
a gale there are those lanky, thin, gaunt trees
lying with their roots right up in the air. You
wonder how in all the earth they have managed
to cling to the shallow soil. ‘Them they awe
everywhere, rooted up beeause self-growm,
and that is Matthew xiii. Semething which
has made its own kind ef respense, given its
own response, answer, with revanations p@ﬂn@psa
not going too far, not g@mg t@ be " extreme,
not going to be ™ singular,” net gomg te be
* fanaticall,” just going to be "prerreetly
balancedl * and " sane ¥ and make their wwn
respose to the Leord. All H%}m God sy
appointed the hour for a gale. Yes, there will

be a blazing sun, it will be discovered whether
God did that planting, whether that was a work
of God in the heart or whether it was just some
kind of human attachment or associiation. It
may just be that here there may be one or more
attaching themseles from the outside to that
which is of the Lord, but they arc not right in,
buried, rooted, grounded not in the thing in
the Lord. Are you attaching yourself to some-
thing religious, or arc you buried with your
roots in Christ 1 Rooted in Him 1
The Damger of Position without Possessiion
The third word in Matthew xv. relating to
the Phaibees’ of course has to do with those
who assuimed the roll of teachers, spiritual
leadlers. The Pharfiees were these who took
pen themseies te guide ethers in matters of
religien. The Lerd said eof them: * Every
glantmg (litemally) whieh my heavenly- ﬁather
ath net planted, shall be reoted up.”
gther Werds if was just this: Everyoie wh@
dares te take the [ QHﬁ'lbi'li'ﬁ‘ ‘of giving
ket t8 others, whe has net been com:
issiongd of the L£ord; wifh the Lerd's mes 53?
will Be Fegied Hp. They are seqnianed
teachers and 16RHErs:
Now while within the compass of this gather-
ing that may have a very limited application
it 1s semething for us to remember in these days.
The abselute neeessity that these whe lead us
in spiFitual things sheuld themsides be men
whe have a mandate frem Ged, men with &
fiessage, Men With a revalation, men in whem
the Fe6¢ of the mavier is and fet just feachers.
I aM SA¥N 4“ this in the light of the &d-time
BECRUSE | BElieve We afe ENterng more &nd
Mo [t Ehﬁ Nase 8f t dﬂgﬁ whe EVﬂVﬁ‘iﬁg

%rg‘aé" o ga% g‘ff@m 88{@%:5' I{;g
L m? . ;@w@ i

etk lﬂ(g1 Pf F«
Hiﬁ fi‘ﬂﬂ f@&ﬁmg dee IH

eriences; we are all E mm HES it ﬁﬂ 16 i§
ging te’ BG 95%88\"85 éi H the sOVEF&ign
tkeetion of @ H%E 8HF [ 8£§ ar f"
ﬁF 8\‘89 E@«?Hﬂ HB BB% EWB E
@? fieF GRFY M RWR

g iagi*ﬂff%ﬁ‘

ﬁ\’@ 8HF £88ts BWBWQE AN BHE FFHIE dPWaFE
Now just a little more specific word &qmmall
in connection with Isaiah xxxvii. 11. Isaiah
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-has mueh to say about the remmnant, and there
is a renmant of Israel, and as we know quite
well there is a remnant of Christianity,  The
remnant of Chyistianity  is found in  the
first three chapters of Tevelation. Tt ix
represented by the oft-repeated words ** Lo him
that overcometh @ that is the remnant.
You sce quite elearly that it is but a remnant
in those Churches in Asia. The main thing has
gone wrong, n remnant of overcomers is seen
there and that remnant of Christianity is very
much in view in the Word of the Lord.

Now a remnant feature is voots downward., A
feature of a vemnant is that it takes root
downward, And the Lord does it, the Lord
causes it to be so. The Lord =0 acts in JHis
sovercignty and in His providence to see to it
that a remnant is marked by roots which have
got such a grip that nothing in hell or on earth
can pluck it out. The Lord must, for His own
glory, have something like that which can stand
all the challenges of the powers of hell and all
the challenges of the circumstances of life,
The Lord must have something which cannot
be ecarmried away, which cannot be removerd
cannot be shaken, and certainly something
which cannot be rooted up. That is His
remnant. That, He must have for His own
glory, and, that being so, He will take cvery
measure with His remnant to have them after
that kind, with roots downward. Of course,
unto fruit upward. We speak much about the
upward side of things, life in the heavenlics,
sitting in the heavenlies, and our warfare and
work—the fruitfelness of our life in union with
the Lord. That is only possible as our roots
are downward. In order that that might be
so we have to get into a place of unshakeable-
ness where the roots have got sucl a grip that
nothing can overthrow. And I believe that
explains a very great deal of what the Lord is
doing with His own spiritual people in thesce
days.

It is true that the true children of God nre
going through a time of intense trial and testing
spiritually in these days; everywhere it is so.
Why ?  Beeause the Lord must have something
against which hell is impotent and by which
Hc demonstrates to the universe that strength
of His might which causes to stand and with-
“stand and having done all to stand. 1f one
were asked what the last issue for the Church
in this age is, I would say that it stands, and
that is saying a tremendous thing. Oh, you
say, that is surely limiting things, are you not

expecting much more than that ? Progress,
advanee, swoeping movements 7 The Church
will have all ts work cut out in the end to
stand, but its standing will be its victory,
Just to be able, throngh testing, trial, when
everything is Mowing round vou like a blizzard ;
when everyvthing is dark, mysterious, and even
God =geems far away and unreal, and faith is
tested and you are being assailed on the right
hand and on the left, and there is every reason
ontwardly for vour moving, giving up, falling
down, suerendering, lowering  yvour standard,
just to stand and not he moved in yvour faith is
the greatest possible victory,
The Remmnant a Testimony to the Lord’s Power
Now 1 come to Isaiali xxxvi. and xxxvii,
You notice that that passage about the remoant
taking root ix an issue.  Chapter xxxvi. we
have heard read this evening, about Rabshaleh
and Sennacherib with his boasting, flaunting,
high-faluting utterances, challenging not just
Hezekinh and the Jews but their God,  Vaunt-
ing himsell against Jehovah, saying that there
has heen no god of any of the peoples of the
carth who has been able to stand before his
master, el eertainly the God of the Jews will
not he able to stand ; and there they are out-
side the gates of Jerusalem with all this ; why
did the Lovd allow it 7 The Lord saw the first
movement in far away Assyria, toward Jerusa-
lem : why didn’t He stop them, intervene for
the sake of His own, and circumvent 7 Why
did lle not raise up circumstances that would
hinder £ Why didl He allow them actually
Lo cneamp round and lay sicge to Jerusalem,
and then allow them to say these things ?
It is all in the sovercipnty of God. God has
allowed this.  God has permitted this thing to-
conie right up to this present point.  Hezekiah
received the letter and rent his cothes, put on
sackeloth, and went and spread the letter
before the Lord. Fhey were surely in straits.
The Lord has allowed, we might even say
drawn out, Sennacherib and the mighty: hosts
of the Assyrians, drawn them out literally,
drawn them out materially, dvawn them out men-
tally, drawn them out verbally, extended them,
allowed them to inflate themselves to bursting
point : they are exalted to the very heavens in
their own eyves.  All right, the Lord has drawn
them out. A remnant comes into view and the
remnant shall take root. When the Assyrian
and Scnnacherib have gone just as far as it is
possible for them to go, have become us inflated
as it is possible for them to be, when they have
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swelled to the very heavens, the Lord for His
remunant’s sake sent one angel ! Surely, the
Lord wants a mighty host (o doeal with this
sitnation--- And the angel of the Lord went
forth.” Do you see, beloved, a New Tosta-
ment. factor ‘in this 2 The adversury would
impress the weak saints of the Lord with his
importance, with his greatness.  There is one
thing the enemy is always trving to do as a
strategic thing and that is to pat fear in the
heart of a child of CGul. Fear. There s
nothing so weakening, so devastating as fear.
I the enemy can gvt, fear into our hearts lu-
has got the city wnd he will make a great
display and vaunt himself and try to nnlu'v.ss
upon us hiow mighty he is. 1t is never for us to
under-cstimate the power of the enemy, but
we have alwayvs got to keep the Lalance of
comparison between owr God and the enemy.
The Lord's weakness is more than a match for
all the power of Satan.  And it comes to this,
the remnant puts its faith in the Lord over
against all the fury of the oppressor, all the
vauntlng of the oppressor, and then the Lord
proves He only allow ed the oppressor to come
out in that extreme way to show that the
remnant cannot be destroyed, for the remnant
takes root in tho presence of Senmacheri, in
the presence of the Assyrians. “ Aud the
remaant......shall again taic root.”” You sce
that is the ultlmate issue. This was looking
on to a coming day, it is true, but it is remark-
able that these two things come together, that
the Assyrians come into view with all” their
power and they are only allowed eventually to
_destroy that which is not counting for (o
* but God gets, in spite of ov erything, a remnant
with roots.
Rooted in the Cross, and Immovable

Now note, you who know the conllict, you
who know the fury of the oppressor, the bitter-
ness of the animus of the devil, remember that
the Lord allows him to o a long way in order
that there might be this double issue.  Firstly,
an entering into the knowledge of the exceeding
greatness of God's pmur—-lmt how l\t‘(‘t‘llll\l'
great must be God’s power if against the
mighty host of Assyrin one angel alone s all
that is neeessary ! Lo discover the exceeding
greatness of God’s power on the one hand, ancl
on the other hand, through the work of the
cnemy himself, to drive the roots down. * The
Tord uses the ady ersary in his own hatred and
bitterness to get our roots in, and to make us
impervions to the Devil, He uses the adver-
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Routs down-
[ am sure that is what tho

sary ngainst himself in our trials,
ward, fruit upwared,
Lovd 'is doing.

We are passing through deep experiences,
the enemy is doing it and the Lored is not pre-
venting him, but we are coming to a fuller
knowledge of the power of our tod and a deeper
rooting hv\ ond all previous shakeableness ; aned
the Lord s sccking to have a people who
cannot be shaken, against whom hell with all

its de mnnstl.ltmn of arrognnee, pride, is im.
potent. ** And the remnant..<hall - again
take root downward.”  That is what the Lord
needs, ' :

May T remind yoru that the nature of this
planting n just that with which we are so
familiar, = Phanted together in the likeness
c:l his death.” That is the word of the Apostle,

“ For if we have heen planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall e also in the
likeness of his resurrection.” Fhe enemy s
the instrument so often, of planting us more
deeply into the death of Christ. His assnults,
his attacks, hig accusations, eve .\tlung—-)f-s.
The Tord is not the souree of evil hut the Lord
allows it. So often our hearts ery out : ** Why
didd the Lord cver allow that in our Jives 7"
That thing whicl has meant such a deep, dark
passage.  Why did the Lord allow it ? He
coukl have prevented it. Well, we  were
planter by it into the death of the Torcl Jesus.,
We were brought more than ever to an end of
otrselves.  Yes, and therefore, to know the
Lol in a larger measure than we have ever
known Him, and to be bronght to a place where
it will not be so easy for the Devil to shake us
next time. That is the sovercign way of Gonl
in deeper death experiences.  Planted  to.
gether in the likeness of his death.”  Have you
been planted there initially 7 Have you been
planted in Christ erucified ! Or are you one
of those attachments to something 2 Are yvou
planted 7 And when o deeper planting comes
remember it is the roots being driven down.
wards, and the issue is going to be most surely
vnrlurunw, stability, ahility to stand : but, oh,
there is going to he gmntvt fruitfulness.

We are in the Lord’s hands not in the Devil's
hands.  We are in_the Lord’s hands, and being
in Iis hands we are in the hands of a TPotiey

Who knows what He is after~ We were saving
this afternoon that first of all the vessel ix in
the potter, and then eventually the potter is
in the vessel. What we mean is this. "[hat
hefore ever the potter starts, the vessel is in hix
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mind, in biis heart veryolkarly. The pattern is
not something objective, the vessel is, already
a complete thing in him : and then he gets to
work upen it and when he is finished, he is in
the vessel he has wrought. What was in 7Hm
has come out in it. We say of people’s work :
* I can see who made that, itt is just like tiwom/*
¥ That is g‘ust like w0 and 0 to make a thing
like that.” Yes, He is in His work, He is in
the vessel that He makes, and that is just what
He is doing: Sometimes that clay has to be
pressed down to a shapeikss: mass, broken. It
is not showing all that He intended it to show,
there are defects and {laws, and so He crushes
it down to shapuibssmass. A mass without
shape. But it is to start again to get smmetthing
more perfect than has been before, in which
He Himself is.

May He give us grace to endure whatever
the trial may be, along whatever line of meta-
phor, the wind, the blaze, supreme heat, or
pressure of His hand, all of which is to get us
into a place where we cannot be maved, where
hell cannot shake us, where His power is made
manifiest as triumphant over all the power of
the enemv. T. A=S.

(Continued foomm ptige 2.)

blessing and inereasing, and we Nave a mest
sineere desire that the spiFitual MIRISGY and
fessage sheuld he kept free from anything that
waHld 8F eonld Bear HpeR it and give it & Weight
et its ewn ; that is;, that ne ene sheuld Be
inAKenced By the werk rather than the EaudR,
and {8 keep us as free from the semblncg of
advertisement and prepaganfh a8 pessibls,
We arc henceferth givin iaﬁ IRTBrmation. Aot
tnese ENiNgs in A separate leallet: This is enly
dene i praver interest. We sheuld like enly
te send the * supplement " te these wha al
truly iR prayer-fiditavwship, But we de et kiew
whe they ‘afe. Friends whe pass an the
WirhEss AND TisTiveNy {8 AW [eRARFR Afe
asked 18 relgin the supplement. We reslise
that what we have here S31d nNeeds & seed deal
MeEe explanation; hHt we trust it 8 the kord
for all unprejvdiced children of His, and for the
Fest=well—=We musk just g8 8n with Him and
Share HiS repraaenh.

We have very, very much to encourage, @nd
perhaps we should take more comfort from
opposition than we sometimes do.

All that we are devoted to is  the teditmony
of desus'™ which is the greatnasss and glory of
thrist, the Som of (wod.

Yoouks—aes here only for Him,
T. AUSTIN-SPAKKS.
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The Testimony andl its Vessel unto the Time of
the End

The Abiding Message of Damniel
No. 1.

Hwixe covered the ground in general
survey and maim outline we are now aide to
begin to work maeue closely on the spiritual
aspect of those thimgs. Wz want to come info
closer touch with our title in its meaniing;, that
is, “ The testimony and its vessel unto the
time of the end.”

I want to just touch one or two fragments
of this book before we go on. Damirl i. 21:
“And Damiel continued even unto the first
year of king Cyrus/' Try and keep that in
mind, for it is a very important statement.
Damiel vii. 9-11.: “ I beheld till thiomrs were
placed and one that was ancient of days did
sit:: his raiment was white as snow, and the
hair f his head like puie wool : his thione was
flery flames, and the wheels thereef burning
fire” etx,, vii. 13-14, 22: “...... and the time
came that the saints the kingdom.”
vii. 1S: “ But the saints of the Most High
shall receive the kingdom...... "o, 27
and the greatmss of the kingdloms umdid the
whole heaven, shall be given to the peopik: of
the saints of the Most High x. 1.
xii. 13: “ But go thou thy way till the end be ;
far thou shalt rest, and shalt stand in thy lot
at the end of the days.”

We have been saying that this book reveals
that throughout an extended period of this
world’s history, known as the ™ Times of the
Gentiles,” the heavens are in eperatien In
relation teo a vessel of the testimeny eof the
Lord, and that inasmuch as the heavens aie in
eperatien in that esnneetien, hell is alse stirred
Hp and IS tremendewsly aetive in the same
direetion.

The Mighty Significance of the Imsignificant.

Neow what we have to see is not only that
vessel, but how it fulfills its mimistry in eglation
to the Leord's testimony in this time. And
that vessel, we have said, is represented in
this book bwiﬂ and his thiee anwpanions.
There are three twe things; the world, under
Divine planming, governed by Gentile powers,

oooooo

......
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for the maost part hostile to the Lotd, antagamiis-
tic to the Lord's pungosess, but in tie midst
nanedt thett winich its rdiated to the Lord and
Hiss punpose;, amdl joimed to the heavens—
through which the heavens are ruling in the
midist of the kingdlons; of mem ; andl what comes
out in this book of Denikil very clearly is, that
while the Gentik power is operatimg, and
operating strongly, in oppesition to 1, God
is immihemt in JUs insteument andl that instru-
ment i8 really ruling in the midst of the weillil-
poweis amd bringing in that which speals of
the superior and tiwiscendent governmemt of
the heawwiss. Now that is a wery simple
statement, but it hass bowidl up with it tiemen-
dous things: for ws andl for the preRR: of Ged.
It is Ao sMall thing to see that right YIRie i
the heatt of the great deminaling: World system,
the ergamned systems of this world geveriing
the earth, thrie is a small thing, out of p -
tioR to that system in its MAtLTAI eonstitution,
whieh o repieseits the supemRey of the
heavens ever IR eafth that althwigh that
world system gees just as far as it can, andl the
spiritual forees back ef it, to DEing t® am end
that appanently- small ane insigniticant thin
at ils eentre, it is said of Ynat, firstly, that i
continied whte e reigh of Cyius, King of
Pefsia, cORHINYRA wnie ten ;i then R &
seeh that testimeny right at ¥R end of everx- -
thing, the 1ast UNIRG When e pageant or the
BMpRS 1S pRssed, Mighty SMPIIRS HSIng,
RAVERg: HhELR daY. demhinalilig, \Wanig: RASSIG: ;
and ey mave all come and they have alh gofle
A IeY Nave spent BIRMREIMGS 19 e T,
tie INSFUMent AF that testimany. stame at the
end of the day : "“THeu..... shallt sendd i thyy
lott at the end of the days.” Amd them withal
the kingdom handed to the saints; of thp Most
High and they take the governmemt. That
ingtrument, that wessel, is no insignificant
thing ; it may a F to be to the matual eye,
comparatinely: from hwmam stardisihiss it may:
be a meie nothing, but it is the instrument of

-
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heaven’s rule and government and it iy some-
thing which is greater than all the world-
powers with all the satanic forces behind them.

Now that i3 saying immense things, beloved,
immense things. Do you catch something of
the applieation of that yoursclf 7 Do you
realise. and recognise that you in all the weak-
ness, the feebleness, the poverty, the insignili-
cance of your own personal life, your own
hunmian constitution, your position, if vitally,
truly spivitually linked in with God's cternal
purpose in and coneerning 1lis Son Jesus Clirist,
_chosen in 1lim hefore the fonndation of the
world, ealled by grace and having respondisd
Lo that call, & partaker of the heavenly calling,
you are moving with God in the Holy Ghost,
il that is trne of yvou then you are a part of
that vessel throngh which the government of
the heavens is being made manifest in the
seen, and vitally related to the course of this
world's history, giving significance to all the
happenings of the course of this world ;  that
you are spiritually what Danicl and his three
companions were in  DBabylon. What was
that ? The wvehicle, vessel, instrument, for
showing that God and the kingdom of the God
of the heavens is a mightier thing than all the
forece and power of men and devils combined.
That is no small calling for you or for me, we
arc in that, and mark you, that involves this—
if my interpretation of the Scripture is right
(and there is a great deal more than the book of
Daniel with which to support it)—it involves this,
that when the Devil has done all that he can do,
and men have done all that they can do against
us, that testimony which wo represent is going
to abide to the end and we are going to stand
upon the wreck and ruin of all the world
empires trivmphant in
Christ, indestructible. Let them kindle the
fires soven tinmwes, let them starve their lions!
Now this is not romancing, this is the meaning
of the issue of the testimony in the power of
Christ’s resurrection. That is the thing jou
and T are called unto, the power of His resur-
rection, which is to have its final manifestation
in & company who have conquercd death, and
the authority of death, or in whom the Son of
God has conguered death.  That is the meaning
of the fire and the Son of God in the midst,

Oh, that somcething of that might just dawn
upon you, for we arc here to-day in no small
thing. Tremendous things have gathered us
here at this time and there is a very great deal
of history back of our being here.
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that testimony in

"hearts of men toward these.

Danicl continned unto the first year of king
Cyrus.  When was that 2 Open your book of
lizra and how does Iizra begin ' Now in the
first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomplished Jehovah stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Tersin.” What did he do?
Gave command for the return of the Jews to
their land, opencd the way and facilitated the
return of the remnant, the recovery of the
testimony.  Daniel continued unto then. He
miust have been an old man, but that very fact
is 0 declgration which spites hell, for Babylon
sought Lo engolf Danicl, .

Hell's Hatred of the Vessel of Testimony.

The powers of evil back of Babylon marked
Datiel out Tor destruction.  Oh, you can see it.
Nebuehadnezzar dreanned o0 dream, sent for
all his wise men to interpret—no one could,
impulsively he comanded that they all shouldd
be destroyed, and it says:  And they songht
Daniel and his companions to be slain.”  That
means Danicl was o marked man by those who
hael this power in their hands.  Why does it
sy + “And they sought Daniel and his com-
panions to be slain.”  Well, he was not one of
the Chaldean or Babylonian wise men or
magicians, but they included him and his
friends. They had not asked him if he
could interpret the dream, they had not
given him a chance, but they sought to Kill
him. You sce the impnlsiveness of hell back
of that, to get four men who had not been given
a chance, to kill them, to sweep them in, to
stampedo this whole thing in order to get those
four men. That is what Herod did ; he swept
in all the babes in order to get one.  That is
what Pharaoh did. This is hell's method, just
to get one, to engull the vessel of the testimony.
We know the fiery furnace and the den of lions.
Wo know from this book of the arnimos in the
_ How they were
scheming and designing so that they conld
entrap them, catch them, get rid of them. How
they gloated over the signing of that command
by the king whiclk could not be cancelled and
had to go through when Daniel was caught.
How they gloated over it. ““ Now we have
got him.” Well, that is there coming from
the spiritual background, but: ‘ Daniel con-
tinued even unto the first vear of king Cyvrus.”™
Why is that added just there ? Why ix that
put in ? Is that only just a little bit of historic
information thrown in for narrative ¥ No, the
Holy Spirit is saying something tremendous.
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Daniel continued. Then when all this ts passed,
they have done their worst: *“......and shalt
stand in thy lot, at the end of the days.” The
vessel of the testimony will be there when all
clse is spent. It continues unto the end ; it is
indestructible, it is of the nature of the per-
manence of heaven. It does not mean we may
not die, although we may not be exeeated,—
but never was a vessel of the testimony more
alive than the Apostle Paul to-day. He was
exccuted.  He will stand in his lot at the end.
‘This is a spiritual principle, a spivicual trath,
and the point that I am sceking Lo get at is
this, beloved ; “there has got to be something
in our relationship to heaven and God's specilic
purpose which makes possible the manifestation
of that mighty, devil-conguering life in us,
We have got to know the power of His resurr.c-
tion. That is essential to the vessel of the
testimony al the end time, unto the ond, to
get through to the end : it means that we must
be that in which the power of His resurrcction
is manifested.  That is not merely an obligation,
that is a privilege. 1t is a costly privilege, but
that is what the Lord needs.

I am always so glad of that correspondence
between Paul and his Lord, that when the Lord
“Jesus came to die He said @ " [ lay down my
life, that I may take it again. No ono taketh
it away from me, but I lay it down of myselt.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again. This commandment received
I from my Father.” When the Apostle Paul
came to the end he did not say: " Now 1 amn
going to he taken hold of and they are going to
kill me, and I shall not be able to help mysell.”
He quictly, serencly announced : * The time
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, T have finished my course, L have
kept tho taith.”  There is no surrendering to
fate in that. There is no capitulating to the
hands of men in that. There is, as it were, o
quict, deliberate walking out in the recognition
that the Lord’s time had come and not nun's.
Now there is a correspondenee between Paul
and his Master, but note, 'l is in representa-
tion the vessel of the testimony in this age,
The testimony of Jesus was peculiarly placed
within that vessel in a representative way.
We have often said Paul personally embodied
all the special revelation which was entrusted
to him, he became a personal sign of that revela-
tion. The truth which was committed to him
from heaven had a specific outworking in his
own life and experience because he had got to
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represent the Chureh in this age in himself as
the vessel of its unveiling, and the issue of the
Church in this uge is the expression in fulness,
of the power of Christ’s resurrection: as triunt
plint over death in teanslation, not by the
grave bat by the aie.
O, jov ! oh, delight U should we go without
dyiug :
Nu sickness, no sadness, no dread, and no
ceyving 7
We have sung that @ that is the prospect Tor
tie: Church, that is the glorious possibility,
No! othat is the eertainty, as the final issue.
Bat that represents that death is vohlied finally
ol its power, that the power of Tis resuveeetion
is nanfested i elading the grave and depriving
deadh of its object. Tihat is Fooch,  But Taul
represented that, and his kst atterances are :
“Phat |omay know him, ad the power of his
resitrrection 5 yes, true @ 7 and the fellowship
of his sulferings,” that is Danicl and the others.
“Che power of his resurrcetion ” not as some-
thing just ab the begiuning of his Christian lify
and walk, but something at the end.  And not
as something merely to deliver him with all
others in o general resurrection from the grave,
but in a specitic out-resurrection from among
the dewd. That is the testimony of the Chure,
u vessel for that,  Panl representod that specific
tling for the Church in this age. Daniel
continued and Danicl stands in his lot at the
end.  Have you grasped the prineiple that is
implicdd in that £ A wonderfel thing,  But
beloved, yvou ad L are called vven now-—though
we nege die, we may go by the grave-yet now,
at this cwd time, you and L are called to be a
part of that vessel ine which the power of MHis
resurrection is manifested, that the murderons
Plottings of Liell ave ehaded, are overcome, and
that. the murderer who comes out to destroy
before the Lord's purposes are accomplished
shall be badtied by the power of His resurrection
in us. When we ought to have been dead o
dozen times we are still alive. Yes, the Lord
wants an adequate vessel for that, not oue,
two, or three scattered here and there, but an
adequate vessel for that 3 amd He is seeking
that. In relation to that we are here. You
and I must not aceept death until the Lord
tells us the titne has come. I we do we open
the door for the enemy to triumph.  (dMany of
you do not understand that. 1t you do not,
do not worry about it, but ask the Lord to
give you the essential thing of what we are
suying.) ‘
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Now that all comes out of that statement:
“Daniel continued.” Daniel stands at the
end. The vessel is there when all has been done
to sce that the vessel should not be there.  The
testimony- is there—goces on unto the end.  But
we have to sce something more about such a
vessel.,

The Nature of the Vessel's FPresent
Ascendency.

We have to sce the nature of the azcendency
of that vesscl. In this present age it is {rue
that the vessel is called to be in a state of
ascendency, in a place of government, now,
a place ol dominion if you like, ruling. But
its government, its ruling, its dominion in this
age is not the same as it will he in the age Lo
come. It s going to rule. There is another
sense in which the kingdom will be given to the
people of the saints of the Most High, then it
will be literal government, literal dominion, it
will be recognized and acknowledged, it will be
universally  manifested, the accepted order.
It is not that now, that hardly nceds saying ;
and yet the principle is to be just as truc now
ag it will be then. DBut the nature of tho
government now is not literal, but moral.
Now I cxplain what I mecan by that by illus-
trating from this book of Daniel.

Nebuchadnezzar is that head of gold. God
had given him a kingdom, the greatest of all
those world’s kingdoms ; cvery other dominion
that followed was a step of deterioration.
Silver, brass, iron, clay. A drop in value all
the way through; but Ncbuchadnezzar and
his Babylonian empire was the inost. glorious
of all empires, and God had given it to him.
Danicl and his three companions arc in the
centre of that, and I ask you, who rules,
Nebuchadnezzar or Daniel 2 When no one
could help the king out of his difliculty over
his dream and eventually Daniel came in, it
says : * Then Daniel answered before the king.”
Why 7 Because he had already been belore
the King of kings.  If you follow him in before
Nebuehadiezzar you are moving in an atmo-
sphere of dignity, quict confidence and assur-
ance.  Yrom the very first step, as we pointed
outl before, when Daniel heard that all the wise
men were to he destroved, he  confidently
ahnounced that there was a God in hicaoven who
revealeth secrets and He would give an answer
to the king. There was not any hesitation and
sanying : * Well, 1 will ask the Lord and sce if
He will give an answer.”  Absolute assurance,
aksclute confidence, screnity, kept him per-
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fectly steady. He never lost his head. He
called his three companions and they prayed,
and the Lord revealed the thing to Daniel in
the night season. ‘ Danicl answered before
the king.” Tt is moral authority, ascendency,

. he is governing morally and again and again

things were, so to speak, put into his hands.

He beecame the moral ruler of tho situation

a%ain and again. He ruled even from the den

of lions, he was on top, he was on top of the

king. The king morally grovelled to this man

more than once. And those three, where were

they mérally ? Well, ©“ Our God whom we serve

is ablo to deliver us......and he will deliver us out

of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known

unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy

gods, nor worship the golden image which thon

hast sct up.” What is the resnlt of that?

Not that they are delivered from the fiery

furnace—keep that in mind—not that (iod

comes in and opens a way of escape for them,

but the Son of God associates Himsclf with
them in the fire, and tho result is that overy-

thing goes down before tliem morally and they

come out as kings, they rcign mworally. You

sec the aseendency is a moral thing in the midst
of this world-system, and government from the

heavens morally. What is the sccret of that

asecendency which, in the sovercignty of the God
of the heavens, brings the power into our hands ?

Go back to the first chapter of the book and
you have the sceret, the foundation secret:-
“But Danicl purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the king's dainties,

nor with the wine which he drank : therefore he
requested of the prince of the cunuchs that he
might not defile himself.” 1t says: * But

Daniel purposed in his heart ' ; it only says

that about Daniel, but before you get through

the chapler you find the other three are in the

same position. 1t does not say' they purposed,

Iut it says Tanicl purposed, and it is elear that

Daniel's moral lead, moral stand, moral aseen-

deney, brought his Brethren alongside ol him

in fellowship in that {estimony., Now there

are two things there. T will mention the

sccond first.

Beloved, you never know what vou are
going Lo cflect for Ged in securing others 1o a
position of definite, strong standing for the
Lord, by taking a strong, though costly stand
yourself. Somctinies you perscnally have to
take a stand alone at great cost, which may
involve you in a good deal of suffering. You
never know what that is going to mean for the
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Lord by others being morally brought into a
strong place. The Lord needs * Damiklks ™ in

which they say : “ Well, there is no harm in
it,” the things of this world, even the religious

this sense ; the men and women who will take *tHings of this world with which they have

a personal stand, at any cost, upon what they
«Meoyr t >tithe anhddobfieod. Itt
i ot « itiedbanl, ini tiie lirst place, of whether
others do it or not, or whether others will follow
suit or not; it is what God requires, what is
according to God. The question is not, What
will it cost me » What will others think of it ?
Will others agree with me { 1t is, Will the
Lord require that 2 If so, that is the only
ground for me to act upon. And acting like
that very eften means that moral stamina comes
inte others and the Lord gains by a personal,
lonely stand for Him, a mighty increase of rein-
forcement in His testiimony.

Now that may be a word that touctes some-
one who is being faced with a course which
is costlv, and a price has to be paid, and as far
as they know there is not another one whe will
take that step ; but if you do yoeu may diseover
there are several others whem the Lerd will
meet If you ge en in faithful devetien, if yeu

o on In what yeu knew te be the will ef Ged
of you. Damiel puriposed he weuld net defile
himself. This brings in a whele new werld.
Whekein lay the defilement ? You read of
Nebuehadmezzar's siege of XiusakRm. You
will find he teek away the vessels ef the House
of the Lord and put them inte the heuse ef his
gods. Nebuehadnezzar had geds, and if was
not the Lord, There was anothes spiritual
svstem back of Babvlen. It was net [ust
Babylon, just soime earthly system, net just
men, it was that spiritwal thing baek ef men
and the system of the world-mul@r. Yes, some-
thing spiritugl behind; that cemes eut s
mueh in this beek. Back of Babylon was
the prince of this werld, the %acl of this age.
He was moving things in Babylon and meving
things against Damiel and his compenions,
beeaise of the testimeny and the Lerd, the
testimony of the Qed of heaven. That was
behinnd; and Damiel knew that te veluntarily
partake of these things frem the king's table
was to invelve himself In the meral and spiritual
background eof things, and that weuld be
defilement, and that kind ef thing weuld rob
him ef pewer with Ged as well as with men.
Se he 6@1@ulﬁtm§ly and deliberately purpesed
e wetld fiet defile himself, he weuld et allew
any kind ef veluntary link between himself
and that spifitual system baek of this werld
erder. If enly peeple reeegnised the things of

’ o oo -:.-

voluntary connections, in which they dabble
and indulge ; if only they recognised that back
of thase “* hanmidess *’ tings tlane is g woiking
of a sinister force, to entrap them, to spoil
them, to rob them of spiritual power ! And
yoi: know as well as I do, that any professing
child of God'who has some compromising thing
in their life, something that forms a link, he
it never so small, between them and the spiritual
system back of this world, they are robbed of
power with God and with men and it is not
until that thing is dealt with and thoroughly
put away that they have any kind of spiritual
or meoral aseendeney:. Until that thing s
repudiated from the heart Qed eannot come
in and commynirate: Himsell te them. Ng
comMpRYminG With the Dewil threugh any kind

aF means of form of Nis government. 1 ssid
that Intredyees a4 wholg new werld; new let
{t 8p&l UP:

The World Dominion Gathered Up in One Man.

Do you notice that in this second chapter the
image of Damiel brings all the world-empires
from the beginning of the Babylonian empire
to the end of the Romam empire and its ten
rovinees, into the form of one persomality, one
mage, the image of a man 2 Has the signifi-
eanee of that struck you ? All the world-
empities, all the “ Times of the Gautiilss”
gathered up in the figure of one man. I ask
yein if the final {ssue of this dispensation, of
this werld-goveanmment on the human side, is
et golng to he gathered up in one persomality,
the antichrist ? There is no doubt about it
that the Werd of God makes it clear that that
prineiple will be carried out, that the govatn-
ment of this werld will be headed up into one
persenality, the antiehrist. There is in Daniel
ene man, and all is gathered up inte the figure
of ane persondlity, one corperate bedy. That
I8 Set Fight ever againsd the Son of Man. The
Ohrist, and the antiensiat; they bhoth conie
it il Paniel.

Now what is the dominiom of the Son of man
over the antichrist in the Church, the vessel ?
It is the absolute distinetivenrss of that vessel,
separation, heliness ; its complete break with
the whele system of the ISvil One at every
peint, and not allewing one toueh of defilement
With that system. Have yeu fet in yeur
spifittal experience seen, recognised more than
oiice, that in erder te destrey yeur spiritual
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power and stremgth and your moral ssmsndency
or effectiveness, the enemy in some way or
another must make a contact between you amd
his kingdom ? He will put a temptation in
your way, he will put a suggestion into your
mind, he will make suggestions to you, put
thoughts inte you. In thousandls of different
ways he puts 6iit a gangway, and he wants you
te 6ress that gangway, to aceept that gongway,
a link between veu and his system. There is
e wreng in temptatien, beleved, mest believers
lenew what it is te have evil theughts suggested
te their minds. It dees net mean they have
sinned beeause an evil theught has been sug-
ested, but at the peint where they entertain
Nat, respond te that; allaw that, they have
sinned and made a link with the enemy, #nd
bBefore leng that very link s the means of their
HRARIng, tNeir weakeess, hreakdewn; and net
uitil they get baek te the Lerd and say : I
allewed that te linger, I added anether te iit.”
of in seme way the enefy put et and we teek
o, and that has been eempletely dealt with,
wiped eut by the Bloed, we de net get back
eur position. The rule of the heavems through
the instrument in overthrowiing the power of
evil demands no defilement, ne contact. Oh,
sometimes it will come aleng the line of dis-
eouragement, sometimes threugh depression,
doubt; sometimes through an overwhelming
sense of weakmess, and the enemy strikes a
blew and sends a fiery dart of questioning the
Lord, His love, His wisdom. We ean never
exhaust the ways in whieh it eemes, but it is
fiet just the faet that it eemes, but the faet that
We aeeept it, we take it on, we allew the aemy
te ledge his gangway aned we g6 Aeress; We
arg WndemR., Mark you, the prifieiple, the basie
prineiple of spiritual and meral aseendeney, of
deminion, of evesrthrewiing the pewer ef the
gheny, of _na_vme% autherity ever all the pewer
f the Devl iz RSt {R BHF Ih eﬂgg BHE phrases:
8?%, i Net the volume of SUF Volee, Hhe RISk
eSS of BHF efOFE, BHF MARMeF, it I3 the Meral
PHHE}& of 8HF 1i¥8S ; OF, IR BENGF Wards; the faet
Nat Wwe give the enemly ne gr-eun@l A Whers:
Oh, nhow deeply and ‘wenderfully elear that
rinelple is il Pamiel, the lirst ehapter. The
fiele” Ristery lies ahead and it is a histery of
the eombat between leaven and hell as fewsht
eut here en the earth. The werld-rulers of this
darkirss, the prineipalities and pewers en the
Bie hiand, heaven on the BHNGE, Biib the INSEFU:
ment Dy whieh the issue is deeided is that small
thing right in the heart ef it, and whether it s

the testimony’s maimtemanoee in victory mndl’
administration of victory, or whether so far
as that instrument is concerned it is going to
bo defeat and the enemy getting the advamtage,
depends;s upon whether there is a link between
us and the enemy system at any point. We
have a way of saying : *“ Do net take it om.”
You understand what I mean. So often a
very plausible thlng\_@@ﬂ be offercll by the
enemy, se eften the INiNgs seems §6 trus, E@ﬂll?/
abexe argument, bevend cententien. Well,
preve all things: Beware ! The enemy is avé
all #he time t8 ferm a link Between yeu snd
lis deminien. If e gets it the testimeny will
ﬁ{a The vessel of the iestimeny must Fameae

{t3 heart H}ﬁﬁ it Yﬁy EBE AeHle el And

the daintes frem ¢ ing's tabie and e
WiRe Mgy speak %'8 Hs; ¥ HE% meh And Wemen

i

s ok e B
the enemy eﬁ&?%&éﬁi- gover of: = Well, 49

fiet be teB extrems, de net be singular, de nef
be fanatical; just bBe perfeally level and
balaneed, de Ret be a stiekler.” yeu may
have seme dainties frem the king’s t@ble if enly
geu will lewer yotr standard a little in business.
ut the testimeny means that up te the hilt*
there must be fie 66ﬁiJ¥i@ﬁi‘i§,% en meral prin-
eiples ; Iyeu maK stand te suffer, it may be a
den of iens. Ah dyes; but stand, and in the
end yeu will stand and the ether things will
have gene, but yeu will be there. Heaven is
Ml yoiif §ide ; you may lese for the time heing,
but heaven is 6 yeuf side and the lingdems
of this werld will pass, But the kingdem ef £he
Ged of eavens is an everlesting kiligdem, #nd
it is & kingdem te B given t6 yeu if y-ou will
stand;  §68 WheFE this Vessel "hegins ?
Just there, * Pamie) pubposed in RIS hedft”

I would like to say this, just to round that
off. It does not mean, beloved, that because
you and I take a faithful, obedient, whole-
hearted, consecrated stand for the Lord, that
we are going to be delivered from the lions' den
or the fiery furnace, and that the Lord is coming .
in to smooth our way and cause us to escape
such. No, tho sovereignty* of the heavems does
not always work by deliveriimg us out of the
trouble. It comes in through the trouble. It
is through the trouble that the heavems come
in, God gets more by it than by delivering us
from it.

May the Lord draw us into His purpose,
constitute us a part of that vessel for His
testimony, show us how very much is bound
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up with this conflictt in which we are; help us
to sec why it is that He is dealing with us as
He is. It is to bring us to a place where there
is nothing in ourselves. He may take up the

weak things and by them through them, bring
to nought the things that are, and bring us
morally to govern, which shall fit us to govern
literally later on. T. A.-S,

Matuirity
The Lord’s Desire for his People
Message as Spoken.

Ramdmes : Hebrews v, 14—wii. 1, 2;; xii. 11, 12 ;
ii. 10 ; iii. 8.

IT is almest a commonplace with us, that
the great feature of the dispensation in which
we live is the gathering out from the metions
of the memilans: of the Body of Christ, and then
the bringlng ef them en to as full a measire of
maturity as is pessible. It Is net only the selva-
tlen of seuls, and it is net enly the eslleeting
of believers inte a spiritual B@a?;.. It is after-
ward, their eening te full grewth, wliieh repre-
sents the supreme interest and eeneern of fhe
Lord In this dispensatien. I think that is
perfestly elear as being a great feature of ¢his
time ; that maturity is the desire ef the Lerd
for His peeple, full grewth, cswpleteness.
Surely this is unmistafatlie when you read the
word of the Lerd al@n? that line. That ivma-
turity Is widespread Is alse, I think, wimis:
takablle. That the Lord is moving in the midst
of His own peoplle to bring as many as will ge
on with Him to fulmess, into that fulmess, is
also a thing which I think is patent. MNaeny
questions will arise, but these we must, for the
moment, set aside. We know the widespread
immaturity, we know that there are multitudes
of saved ones who are the Lord"s people living
in the shadows of immaturity, who will net
pay the priee and ge en with the Lerd, and we
fhight be tempied like ene of ald te say * What
shall this man de ! * and the Lerd weuld say,
“ What is that te thee #” in other werds, ™ It'is
fiet fer you te make the immaturity of Sfher

opi YUF standard, but fvhal ¥ dese ig t8 Be

he thilig which geverns your ewh theught and
BECHRIRS You entixal’ 'Be this being fhe puF-
pese af th Wil of Ged, complRiansss and Fulness,
We Feeegning the meaning of all that the Lofd js
deing. But Befere touching that mere fully
fMay { eome Back {8 ene 6 twe sifple, Basle
realities, t8 remind Yok of these things. That
the ehild of 8¢, the Deligver, i3 & AeW erefion:

That the believer has an entirely new set of
faculties which are spiritual faculties. That
mam by nature, in his natural state at its best,
has no standing whatever in the realm of the
things of God. That the believer is noet eve
whe has come to change an attitude and
beeome full of Christian interests ef whieh he
or she was develd fermerly, and new all ether
interests, rather than being persenal er werldl

are Christian Interests and aetivities.. That is
fiet the believer. The bellever is ene whe has
beeeime ?@%med of an entirely new set of
spiritual faeulties and 1s & new spiritual endiyy.
A differeng speeies of being; an entirely
diferent ereature, and that these spiritual
faeulties by whieh alene the things ef Ged éan
be knewn and entered inte, have te be develeped
have te grew, have to eome to a plage of spiritual
efficiency, just as in the natural ehild whe has
its faeulties in birth and there has to be steadily
a development of those natural faculties.

The faculties of sight, hearing, have to come
under control, and every sense of the child has
to be developed and brought to as high a state
of perfection as possible. Its wnderstmnding,
obsarvation, and so on. So tho believer,
being born from above, a new creation, is born
with an entirely new and differant set of
faculties from that with which we came into
this world by natwie, and it is these spiritual
faculties and senses whieh have te be developed
te make us full grewn, spirituslly effician in
the Lerd.

That is very simple and elementary’, and yet
it is discriiminating in a way that many need
to have diserimination made, and it is to these
saints that the Apostle Paul writes when he
says * to those who have their senses exer-
cisall,” anil he says that to these strong meat is
the right kind of provision. He is deploring that
after years they are still unable to have strong
meat because their senses and faculties have not
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been developed.  If the Lord is really bent upon
—as onc of His supreme objectives in this age—
bringing believers, the saints, to full growth, to
spiritual maturity) then He will consider
nothing too greatl o price to recach His end, and
that will explain all the mystery of His ways
with Hix children, and all the strange things
whiclh happen which sometimes scem to be God
working against His own interests, and to us,
very often it looks as though the Lord were
working against our interests and doing every-
thing quite wrong. But the Lord is prepared
to take risks. 1 am just putting it that way—-
risks, even with Himself in the mind of poor
finite people whose nnderstanding is so limited,
and involving Himsell in o good deal of mis.
understanding, if only therehy He can reach
His end.  He dwells in eternity, not in time,
He can afford to ignore the misunderstanding
of poor man knowing that IHe has the end in
view, and cternity before Him, and that it is
worth while using a Lrief moment of time,
even though in that moment He may be
entirely misunderstood, so long as 1fe reaches
an cnd which is eternal and justifies Him to the
hile.  What did the Lord again and again tell
His people of old under the hands of their
cnemics and His enemies ? Those against whom
He stood, against whom He had taken an
attitude which was beyond reconciliation ; yct
He delivered His people into their hands, and
for ycars His own were under the tyranny of
God’s own sworn cnemies,

Looking at it from one standpoint you would
say this is & contradiction, and surcly these
enemics of the Lord and all others loofqing on
who hated the Lord would say, “ You sce the
Lord could not do what He wanted with them
so He has washed His hands of them—tht Lord
was unable to get His own and so He has
abandoned them.” That is what Moses brought
to tho Lord on one oceasion. He, the Lord,
took that risk. Iic let the heathen langh and
jeer and look on and sncer at Him and say He
has proved a [uilure, unworthy of trust, while
Ho let His people remain in the hands of the
cnemies again and again.  Jerusalem trodden
under foot and every one passing by saying,
this is tho result ol their trust in Jehovah.
The Lord repronched by what He did, and yet
He considered it worth while that all that
should be in order to get His ends.

The ways of the Lord are past finding out
and they must never be judged according to our
human standards; and the Lord allows cata-

strophe to overtake, but with an ¢nd in view
sonmething which when it comes will justify
Him up to the hilt, and you will sec what we ,
thought was the weakness of God, has proved
His strength ; the breakdown has proved His
supremacy ; the foolishness of God has proved
His wisdom, so He will be justified in the end.
So in this question of growth by cexcreiso you
have that whole principle involved. This
exereise is not introspective self-analysis. Some
people think that when they have turned their
eves inside and become sclf-conscious, self-
andlytical, and studicd their inside a great deal,
circling ronmd  their souls, asking questions
about themselves—that that is exercise.  That
is not spiritual exereise.  That is what we have
said it is—it is all sclf-consciousness, and all
sull-comsciousness leads to paralysis, hondage,
weakness and defeat.

If you Jook at this word where the exercise is
referred to, vou will find that this exercise is
that which comes upon us in experiences which
God produces.  ** My son, despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord...... no chastening for °
the present seemceth to be joyous but grievous,
nevertheless, afterward it yicldeth the peace-
able fruit of rightcousness wunto them which
are excreised thereby.” By what? By the
chastening which God takes up with them.
God deals with you as with sons il yon suffer
chastening. Assons He brings you to maturity.
The way the Lord handles you; that is the
excreise. The Lord may get you off activities
and shut you up to inactivity, and you go
through an awful time and say the Lord has
forsaken you, all has gone wrong. What really
is it? Why, it is growing pains! Has it not
proved to be growing pains ? In the long run
it was not all wrong, it was all right. You
came to know the Lord whereas before your
whole life was taken up with fhings. You
have been shut up and you came to know tho
Lord inwardly and you have come to a state of
spiritual cfficiency which is so much greater
that you can now meet the external situation,
IIe has been misunderstood, but He was
working unto your cflicicney, exercising us unto
efficicney. "Chese, the growing pains, are
terrible.  You cannot help anyone who is
suflering from growing pains, and you must
stand aside and see them going through.

So through numcrous and various directions
this growth takes place by the painful exerciso
produced by the way the Lord is dealing with
you. Chastening—a poor English word. Child-
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training or discipline. Take the word disciple ;
one who comes into association with someone in
order to learn, and the Discigiles were chosen
that they might be with Him in order to learn.
That is discipline, learning. W& do learn
through suffening. FBxen the Lord Jesus was
made “full grown ™ in this sense, eemglRia
through suffering. \We take the same way wite
full growth. It is ehild training, discipling,
learning by way of experience. That s
chastening. Making us sons out of ehildren,
full grown men out of Infants. [ fesl that we
want to have moxe faith In the dealingss of ng
with us along this line. [t is painful, W@Glm@%
anguish. What is the Lord doing N Why- is

it there is so little space between o thing and
another ? It does seem that the Lord is piess-
Ing to get us quiekly te Ml grewil, to gt us
te the plaee where We learh something.

The right attitude to take towards every trial
which the Lord allows to come upoh us, every
fresh and diffiendt thing, Is—what is it that the
Lord has in view for us to attain to by this
experience ? It is not to destroy but to build ip.
Not to take from, but to inwiease. Not te
restrict but to enlarge. Down in the deep
place Is some treasuie of the L@ra to be dis-
covered. Some of us ean say " Yas, we have
found it like that.” W have gene inte deep
plages, found fulirss there and eome to knew
the Lord. Do you see the one thing that is in
view in this passage on exereise ? “ to diseern ™ ;
it is spiritual intelligence that the Lord lias In
view. There is a spiritual history goimg on
for some which is the counterpart of that iillus-
trated in the days of the Lord in His flesh.
The Diseiplles with the Lord as their Headl are
gathered out a little eompumy to Himself,
In fellowship to learn. Then He gave to them,
eonferred upon them officiel authority, jufis:
dietlen, to go eut and exereise His Headshi
in the ereatien. Te fulfil His govainna
t0 adminipter HS geveriment iR the \wla
There you na\t«% i bHef, e whelk of the

of this ﬁi§B§B§§H% T % 85\'!3_9 1y ﬁl
%Hlﬁ %%L%F VA% Bt ?s%

GaR!
E mg
v&r% ms m%&s sm
ltm’ua P
\ §@m§£ msw a&x m m&eﬂ
9 esm Spi %[WRF
Wilte a SptH {ual

itj*ﬂ&%%@éf i

4 %%%m%m P o
Inistiasnes

tﬁ% q&g% ﬁuai
jeehion
MiNRERHG mﬁimm‘ai% \Whic Wj‘
gavdm I priverse 1l Mie %& t&csgm

beloved, the believer is mot just a machine
that is going to be talen hold of by tie Lord
andl made to do things. Trepikc seem to thimk
it is the: height of humiility to say- yom aie just
a cog in the maching. What (lees it do?
A cog goes whem everyoir: obe: gers, aidl has
to tle what tie: rest do. Yaiu aig: not ima
maghine:. We aie efesem indixidlialk to malie
us: Individuallly the eenties: of Hik owm sipiFitual
intelligence, to keowe Him fon ounseldes: ; nait
detachied! trom ong: anoethan;, but it does meam
we knew the: Lord, andl if we ks all goneingdl by
the: same Spirit we shalll not. work at vl g,
we shall work tegethesr with onr: miindl if the:
oiR: SPIFIt Is titumpantt in all of us.  But He
waulss Hiss ehildien 1o be: individually te: centies;
of Hix owm spiritual knowkrdge, spiritual im-
t%llliggmt andl then DENGInG vs gRtRLIn the
18

WOrking We or: work, thinking the
Bl thing, He Wl get FoF HIMeRIT ah ifRkr
MeRt 16 govern te MAURNS: in 1R agRS o come

B inteigent iInstrument \Which s come to
Wt EOME Meart By expRERmR.

For that, the faculty of spiritual perception,
undRistanding; is neeessary. The matunal man
cannot khow tlase: thigs, only the: Spirit
dineerns. This faculty of spiritual intalllggnue,

spiritual kiowhdye, the invamibesss of every-
b’? h%%t@%d%‘ﬁ%ﬂ@ﬂﬁ!dl%ﬂhﬁtwmwﬂhm
Loid within, Fxery ex s deeger tham
the last is that we aie out of our diepth, we
have not tir resowice in ounseles; to meet the
situation andl thesetore, in te: dee}) expenience,
e come to receive tie mone that is im Chist
andl havimg received it by sheen mecessity of the
gituation we have grown that much.

Bsviese can pedloe growth or hardmess—
the forty years in the willkmness were forty
yeais of exercise. * Wimm they tnied me,"”
ete. CGadl brought them wmbnr dismm:lin&,
a reaime of ehild-tralning, into situations where
Ao Ruman reseuree.coulld meet tie med and
BVEF Ehm hadl to b out from Himsallt, andl a
9eR &rwm&g of discovering YR Lwid,
na §3% 2IBER 4 greaiRs adminintation of e
*L% m m%@u , SIEMALON Which WRm eould

E At \ch \Was 'i'ixtﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂl t

\(%5%% iﬁ U\%w %ﬁ%@ ok pked %&'ﬁ: 3 hardening
Rk @i 'i%km'i% Eﬁ%\(‘i
g&ﬁ AR G a&u mm |, SVREENING Dk um
&Ww S iR I0VE”" ATl % ¥
m@ﬁnﬁm RiF Medrt WlRT R @iese tha
ﬁ‘&% R vnlgli%%%%%eg‘mﬁgi %w%i‘%%
PR E%'{'i% Q%?BXWRH'RQRQ%JW R TR
WSV Th Yithe 42)
34



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 11 - Searchable

Elijah, the Testimony,

Bxex the most casual reading of the ninth
chapter of Luke’s gospel will impness the reader
with the promimeme given to Elijah—either
in the actual use of his name or in the narration
of ineidents which bring him to mind. The
feeding of the multitude from a very little
supply ; the restioning to nermal life of an enly
son ak the urgent eFy of a parénd; the theught
of ealling down fife, frem heaven upen these
whe -eppesed themselves; the bidding ef fare-
well te those at heme and the refereniee te the
E‘Ieugh‘ reminiseent of the ealling ef Elisha by

slijah ; all these eembine t6 invest this dhapter
suggestien of the days when, in
a wavward and Ged-fersaidng
peeple, there a ed upen the seene Shat
streng and faithfull servant of the Lerd threugh
whefi -the testimeny ef Jefievah was E@§tefea
§6 that the ery was wrufig frem unwillin
* Jehevah, He. is Qed; Jehevah, He is (¢
We fust believe, Bh%[-@f@i@ that the H@ly
Spirit pu by this ehapier t6 draw 6HF

attentien §H8ﬂ Iy {58 Elijah.  But there is @ﬂ@
mei gt m H\ ggteg whieh ﬁmly 8

with a straﬁ?
the midst

ShaaRWs all EEF FeHnd Whieh all & §8
atheks—that of e g Wﬁm §e@n on
8%? Sunia {8 w s i sgwa i

] %é E& s EWf
gﬂrg im gSiF
gi ée%:% e %“% N }M if

11
ms*aav %

iporsieatt sd sqmwi;r g}t \at which 15
grouped so strikingly aroun( it.

The Old Testament closes with a reference to
Elijah, and the New Testament opens (so far
as the seqpienee of events is concerned) with
taking up the last prophetic word from the Old
and showing us its fulfilmemt : and yet clearly
only a partial fulfilmant. In Mal. iv. 5 and ¢,
we read “ Behold 1 will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord.” The next event,
historically, in the Bible record concerns the
birth of John tho Baptist, to whom the very
words of Malachi arc aﬁulled (Luke i. 17),
and it is added of him “ He shall go before his

and the Latter Times

face......to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord.” The Lord Jesus Himself by His own
words as recounted in Matthew xi. 14 and
xvi. 0-13 made it perfedily clear that John the
Baptist was the Elijah whose coming had been
prophesiiat—* If ye avill recave it, this is Elias
which was for to ceme*'—anrtl yet we have
this seemingly strange contradiction, that
when he was himself asked * Art thou Elias ?**
(John i. 21) John the Baptlst replied with the
utmost directness ‘* 1am mot.” Hbow coulld] he:
be Elias and yet not be Elias ? The explana-
tion clearly lies in the words of Luke i. 17—
“ He shall go...... in the spimiil amil flotar of
Elias...... ¥ John was not Elias persamally,
but ho was one through whom there was ex-
pressed the same spirit and power that marked
Elijah, and the most elementary consideration
of the two men will confimm this stntement.
But the principle of interpretatiiom revealed by
this conclusion is of great importamce, for
Malachi’s prophecy, though evidently fulfilled
in a measure in John, points forwmrdi to “ the
great and dreadful day of the Lord "—a day
which in John’s time had clearly not arrived,
and which is equally clearly still future. Just s
the more familiar prophecies relating to the
coming of the Messmh Himsself, though un-
discermmed by most of those who read them,
were to have a dual fulfilbmewt first in the
coming of the Lerd Jesus at Bethlehem &nd
then—in a day yet future—at the eeming of the
Lord ini glery ; 56 dees the proplaces’ eoneeriing
the eemihg of Elijah require a dual Rulfilmen—
6fhe new & 8&6%‘ Pags ahd ene yet o be. We
therefere reael this esnclusici—that befere the
eeming of the Lerd in Eﬁlef He will faise u t@ﬂ
Elijﬁh—thaﬁ is, et Elijah persenally bu
instrument endued with the § qpi{'it aﬂd pawef
that was mamifest in him ; and the puipese

such an instalment will be te ma.k@ feady s
people prepared fer His eoming.

If, therefom, it is true that the Lord's
coming is now imminent—and who of tho
spiritually minded people of God can doubt
thls Y—we may surely conclude that at this

very time tho Holy Spirit is occupned in pre-
paring that instrument, and necessity is upon us
all to know whether we are individually in-
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volved in its preparation, and if so, how.

A consideration of the characteristic features
of Elijah himself will help us. We know from
James v, 17 that he was a mam of like nature
with ourselves and we therefore need not feel
that we are occupied with one who of himself
was outside our realm or who had availabik: to
him other resources than we have. What he
was, he was by reason of God Wiho was with him,
and what we may be is on the same basiis—in
New ‘Testament language " Not J, but Christ’
Let us, thercfore, in considering Elijah recognise
all the time our own candidatuns: for a spiritual
experience of equal power, though it may
perhaps be expressed along other lines, pro-
vided wc fulfil the necessary conditions that are
foundatiomall to all service in the Lord.

Separation by the Cross.

Let us then note that :

I. Elijah was a mam utterly and wnecom-
promisingly separate from that which was
merely traditional in its worship of Jehovah,
or positively oppesed to Him.

No fact stands out more clearly in his life
story, and nothing is more strilkimg than the
complete separation between himself and that
which was offiicitdlly represented by Ahab.
Utter loyalty to Jehovah invelved for him
complete apartnass; from that which had eessed
to be a true testimony to Jehovah. From his
place apart with the Lord he appeans again @and
again upon the scene to testiiffy against that
wliich had failed the Lord. It was a costly
and a lonely way for him, involving perseaution
and reproach not from the world but from God's
own peoplle ; but this has ever been a ammmon
experience of all whe dared to stand wtterly
for that which was of God, and it will ever be so.
To be an Elijah therefore invelves uttemmess to
God and—=a eross to be borne therein.

Everything Out from God.

I1. Elijah was a man whese whole resource
was in God.

It is a significant fact that in the Bible record
we never once read of Elijah being wustained
by purely natural means. He must, of course,
normally have lived physically as other men
did, but the Holy Spirit carefully omits all
reference to such, and speaks; only of his ebtaln-
ing supmlies by speeial divine provisien : the
ravens at Cherith, the barrel of meal and the
gruse of eil at Zarephath, and the previsien
twice provided by the angel ef the Leid during
the prophet’s flight to Horgb. His very energles
ef bedy were supernaturally provided, for we

read of his outrunning the chariot of Ahab “ by
the hand of the Lord upon him,” and of his

sgoing in the strength of the divine provision

forty days and forty nights to Horcb. More-
over his protection was from God, for when the
armed forces of Ahaziah came to seize him
fire came down from heavem and destroved them.
Everything out from God—dkpendence wpon
nothing of natume, but wholly sustained by life
from above! How vividly there comes into
view the Lord Jesus Himself, who throughout
His earthly life lived by the Father, drawing
all His resources from heaven. And has the
Word of God not set this forth as the very basis
of life in the New Creattian—" all things out
from (Jod ™ (2 Cor. v. 18) ? Cam this be truly
applied to all that professes to represent the
Lord in the earth today 4 Unhappily, it is all
too commom a feature of so-cdled Christian
activities to-day that they rely for their support
upon resources of this world and are kept going
ofily by the driving foree of natural elements in
these whe manage them. Moreover, the testi-
meny ef Elijan’s life is net enly that God came
in efl the negative side te save from
gt frem (led came alse the pesitive resources
of his servant’s ministry se that he was a man
of pewer and tremendeis spiritual influenes,
befsre whem nene eeuld stand. An Elljah
leeks upward fer all _thmga, knewing that the
Ged who is with him is well able te meet all his
feed; and if we in this day are realising our
living union with the risen and aseended Clirist
in the Throne we may do the same—nay, we
mus. do the same, depending not at all on
natural sources of supjdy, if we are to be at all
endued with * the spiritt and power of Elijah.”
The Holy Ghost in His jealousy will not seal a
testimony that at any point has its dependence
upon things of earth.
In Touch With the Source of Life.

111. Elijah was a chanmel of life to others.

The story of the reviving of the son of the
widow at Zarcphath, and the nding
record of Elisha’s act in the case of the son of the
Shunammite woman, clearly indicate that these
men were in touch with the source of life in a
way that ethers were not. Life is ever the hall
mark ef GQed's attestetion—it Is from Himself
alene that it ean ceme and ne mere religleus

vofession of creed of deetiine as sueh esn
&%@N&% it. The eharaeteristit- feature of a

Fy great prepertion ef that fhieh to-day
passes as Christian aetivity an.i wiich is done
estensibly in the Name of the L.wddsgseetlilife
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but death, bringing no quickening to the souls
whom it toucles and having no power of
deliveramce with it. An Elijah lives in touch
constantly with the living God, and all his
activities are characterised by spiritual life.
How many of the Lord’s people to-day are
looking longingly for that which has the life
of God in it, crying out for a living ministry of
His word and a living fellowship with His people
—and it seems as if multitudes are arnyimgin vain.
But the Lord hears--amil He has His heart set
upon an Elijah instrument to be a chanmell of
His life to the needy ones around.
Prevailing Imtercession.

IV. Elijah was a mam in touch with the
Throne, and able to move the Throne by prayer.

It is hardly necessary to say much by way of
emphasis on this. The Word itself tells us that
the heavens themsealwes; were closed and then
opened in respomse to Elijah’s praying. He
know the word and will of God, and was sttanding
in the day of Israel’s departure for the out-
working of that which God had decreed as His
jku;&dlgnuumt upon such disobediinze: (Decut. xi. 17).

» was one who stood for God, no matter what
the cost to himself, and knew how to pray so as
to prevail. There is no ministry so urgently
called for amomgst the Lord’s people to-day as
this—and none that more deeply calls for the
laying down of the self-ifie and for the activity
of the Holy Spirit. An Elijah uses the wespon
of * all prayer "—and persists and prevails :
and the government of the heavens is brought
into the earth by his intexcession.

Jealousy for the Name.

V. Blijalr’s supreme concern was for the
honour and triumph of the Name of the Lord.

The scene on Carmel surely represents the
climax of his testimony. The mam limadftis
there revealed in a light that leaves no doubt as
to his attitude of heart. His own personal
reputation and position is invelved to the fiwal
degiee with that of His Lord—if Jehevah fails
he also is for ever discredited : but His eonfi-
denee in the Lord, and his eerneeri for the Hely
Name that has been publiely dishenouwied b
the natien, leads him te risk every thing en Qell
with a sublime assurai@ that He eaiinet and
will not fail. Fer the testimeny that " Jesus
Christ 18 Lerd,” despite tho eeuiter claims ef
all @nem?_ powers, he jeepardined his very life.
That testimeny ieas his life, and he lived ef died
with it. “Te Mo te live is Chrit! is the
language ef an Elijah, and the sele ARd spreme
hefewr of that Name is the metive that

3

aetuatias; from the greatest to the least thing in
the life of such an one. 'To him, * Calvary is
Vietory ” is no mere catch phmzse but the
soberly aceepted basis of his whole spiritual
position, in line with which he acts in every
particular ; and he it is who * repairs the altar
of the Lord that was thrown down,” thus sefting
u? anew the testimony to the Crass as the way
el triumph.
A Testimony to be Restored.

We have by no means exhausted the features
that strikingly marked, Elijah, but enough has
heen savd to indicate generally the elements that
must mark an Instrument=wietier an individual
of a eempany—wiiith in any age represents the
spirit and pewer of Elijalh/ Uncompromising;
living utierly eut fram (lod ; pessessedl ot lite
and able o" minister the very lile et Godl to
others ; meving censtantly in fellowship with
God and knewing His mind, and by prayer
Dringing His will te pass; consumrdl with a
buriing zeal for His henowi and glory without
theught ef self at all, and rejoicing constantly
in the superiority of the Name over all the
power of the enemy forces that challlemgpe it :
can these be sald to be the commomlly prevailing
maiks of the Lord’s peoplle generally to-day '
If we leek at the Church in its earliest days as
revealed in the New Testament we find these
as the common features : the .Holy Ghost had
come from heaven, bringing to the Chumch the
spirit and power of the risen and mscended
Christ, and a testimony was established mmongst
men and before principalities and powers that
turned the world upside down and Dbefore
whieh rulers téembled and empiites presently
lell. The very power of the Thienr: of God
was with His represemtatives on the earth,
Wheie is sueh a testimony to-day ? It is
eeFtainly net eenspievwiss among the majority
of the Lord’s gfta , but this graeious word of
promine frem the Lord’s ewn lips standss for our
eResuragemRNTt i ** Bliaks tHrilly Walll comr: first,
and restere all things” (Matthew xvii. 11).

“ Restore *—a word full of hope and ise
in this day of almost umiversal breakdown,
Tho former thimgs, shall be restored : the spirit
and r of Flijah shall agaim be manifest
before the great and dreadful day of the Lord
come, and the testim of Jesus in the power
of the Holy Ghost shall again be found on the
earth—not necessarily something visibly great
in the estimation of the world, but nngshty and
effectval in the realm of spiritual intelligences.
What a promiise for our hearts to seize, and what
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8 ground upon which to go to the Lord with
our face between our kmees and a sevenfold
cry to Him, as Elijah of old cried, for the open-
ing again of the heavens and the pouring forth
of the needed waters!| Oh, beloved, God truly
lias promiised to do it, but "He needs an Elijah
instrument through which to work. And why
should not you and I be such ? Are we looking
to Him to raise up others to do it, or are we
reaching out to Him that we ourselves may be
that instrument 2 It is a compamy He secks,
made up of these who count not their lives dear
unto themsehes and in whom the features of
Elijah of old are manifested. You and | may
be such if we will—the Holy Spirit will make
anybody such who is prepared to pay the price
and fulfil the necessary conditions/ Oh, hear
His appeall to you coming through these very
words as you read them, and commit younself to
Him for this holy pumuse, remembering that
after Eluah our blessed Lord Himself will soon

a
" The Dynamic—@wist in Glory.

But what is the secret first of all of a burning
heart to serve Him thus and then of the grace
to continme in the way when the conflict is
fierce and there is little to encoumage: ? We
return to our opening thought from Luke ix.
The central figure there was the Lord in His
glory on the transfiguration mount. Heve is the
secret of an Elijah ministry—the glorious Lord
central to everything, constantly fillingz the
gaze and occupying the heartt! Not*mow a
man glorious on earth, but now in the throne
of God having the glory that was His before
the world was—tie: very gloity of God. How
shall we find grace to lay down our lives for His
sake, to let go all that this world offers of
resouree and opportunity ; how beecome filled

constantly with Hiss life and be chameib: of that
life to others; how live in a Chiist-rejecting
and God-lgnormrg world in a way that eampels
the recogmition that Jesus Christ is Leord ?
Only by having Him in His glory constantly in
our hearts and before our eyes. Only thiee
mem saw His glory in the mount, and wihappily
so few eomparatively of His paagﬂl% have truly
seen Him “ eroewned with glery and honewr.™
Oh, that all might see Him thus, the eyes af thejr
hearts being epencdl ! Beloved, let us exhort
one anothets onee agaim to make everything of
Him In fhe: (feny. The Holy Spirlt who s
within us has breught Him, In his glory, inte
Our hearts. Owr gespel is truly the: gospel of the
Weoky of (iniske (2 Cor. iv.; 4, R.V.). " Believe it,
praelaim it, live it, mamifest i€ | Be not content
Wwith a QSB@I that BE%GIQIF&% 8iily a SaVigHr
whe @li@ fBF SINDES, precious as that is; hui
gler; in tHim whe having died and beep F ﬁl%@él
?ﬁ i3 ﬂ%w seated at the right hand of Ged in
gaiﬁ =the guararieg: of the ultimate puttin
f svery evil thing and the assuras
gternal salvatien fer all wn% tEHSE IR Him.
ARM 83 We thus are eeetpied with the glerisus
mm We 8 (Selves nau eha 8

l
gl 4@8 o .g ke
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(Continueet! firom jage
not seeing the fulfilment of the great
s given him to expect, but going on
with God—so turnin back to Ur—mo turnin
aside to Sodom. The lonely misunderstee
mamn of faith goes on with Ged. The flesh broke
eut here and there in Egypt, and with Saral
and Hagar, and had te be crucified. The bend-
weman and the ehild must ge. But at filnety
yeafs eld and pine there eame a hew revelation
6f Ged and the seed of ke, the mifacle of
resurreetion life and power, was given.

Drejpei yot must Abraham be breught inte

in tents

fellowship with his God and so the supreme
test of his faith and devotion is made and
Isaac Is demanded and sacrifiad, at any rate in
Abrabamis heart and will.

In that unaccountdldde agony of blind faith
obediemze, which yet in the damkness saw the
power of Ged to raise the dead, this pilgrim
enters into a fellowship with the heart of God
which is the mast marvellous prophetic fore-
shadowing of the divine passion at Calvary.
'Tis thus revelation is given and maturity
develops into perfection. b W.E
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The Laying om of Hands

Part II.

e the rudiments of the first (fhgginming)
principles of the oracles of Gadl ; ™

“ Let us cease to speak of the first principles
of Christ, (Greek reads: The weord of the
beginning of Christ)...... not laying agaim a
foundation of......the laying on* of hands."—
Hebwews v. 12 ; vi. L, 2."

Having, in the first place, brought together
the Scriptumes of both Testameiits: wineh relate
to this subject, and made ene of two general
remarks as to possible: wrong apipliicaiiiviss of the
truth, we now proceed to do that which we saw
to be necessary in the case ef every aspeet of
doctrine, that is, set it in relatien te all the
rest of truth.

If the Holy Spirit calls this a ™ first principle
of Christt,” and a part of the * foundation ™
(the regular idiom lor laying the foundatiom of
a building is used here) then something founda-
tional is missing if this is left out, and weakness
in proportion must be at the base. Moxeover,
the other principlles must relatively be weakened,
and the symmetey be upset if the Lerd says 6o
many are required and we reduee the RUMbRF.

These * principles” are sald to be ™ of
Chriitt” (objective gentiive: about Chiist).
The context shows that tirse things aie the
initial basie principles of the believer's life.
Whille true that.they belong te spivithual Lhaby-
heod, they do belong therete, amdl maburity
gannot be reached UMRSS tk\%_%@u
aceording te DivinR Prescriplion. The siper:
strueture will always have a bagle Weallifss in
SHER a ease, and it 18 Alwaxs a ditfieult tning t6

Wt foundatioml wealnesess FIGRE WheR The

dilding is well-sdvanced, althondh it & deng,
eveil in the case of a leng-standing, Enristian
life, with mueh histery behind it.

Christ—TI'ee Focal Point of all Truth

The little, yet all-iwmportant, ebjeetive geni:
tive which we have noticed—'' about Chriktt”
—giwes us the: focal point of all truth, andl imme-
diately eorelates the particular mattes before us.
Christ is the Centre of everything, and He is
the key to and explanatiom of everything.

There arc three maim aspeects of the Person
and work of Christ brought into view by the
Scriptuwres ; they are

RBIRIS dEc

Substitute,' Representative, Head

Whilk, in tie work of tiis; Crasss (L) andl ((2)
may, andl do, everlap in measure: (that is, He
not only died ffor us, but s us) tirse tinee
relate respectively to Hiiis death, HiB resumee-
tion, and His exaltation. Hk is substitutie: in
death. R i repiesenitibiec in resurrection
anel ascension, amd He is HRadl in Esailtation.

Omr: sees Himm *madie & arsse flor uss™’ anutl
rejected. The second! sees Hliim madie a blessing
for us, and accepted. The third sees fiiim filled
with all the fuhass: of Gedl for us.

Death is tejection. Frswmection is accep-
taire. Esaltation is fulhess. There are always
two sides even to tir sacrifice, tire altar, the
eress; the deathsille and Yo lif-side; the
fejection side andl tho cec side; the
eonsuming: from the presenmm of the Lo, and
the consumiigz unto the Lord.

It will bo seen that this emtbditkt a varyy
great deal of the content of tir: Word of God,
and may lead to a firesh studly tirieof, but it
Drigs us to what is speeifieally befoie us.

Inh our former suivey of tie Seriptines we
saw that, in the main, tie laying on of hands; in
the Old Testament was conmeeted with the
substitute in relatien to salvatiom; with
blessing in relation to life and entichment from
the Lord ; and with anointiig in relatien te
miThEtey andl respensibility. Tm all Yiase: een-
nections tIRne Was a laying on of hands which
cartied With it either wh acting as oh DRMAIF of
the EOFH Mmamwand, or on Pehalf of mam Gk
Wakd, and in SOMe IMURNES Doth combird. In
an%;- case and Whalkier Ui obiRet in WiRw, the
act was oe of identifieation. By R eut-
stretehing of tie Mands a practical deelaration
Was Made that tirse who o acked amd thewe
toueird were one. Thus, without any fuither
delay, W ean % with confiding: that the
:gymg on of ha all inclusively biings: into

oW

The Oneness of Christ
This onemrss is shown-to be in tinee conmee-
tions : fiestly, Miis MPerson;; secondly, His
finishedl work,; and thirdly, Hiis position and
eontinued actiwiys.

1. As to Hiis on, this comes out im a
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special wayy im His incarnation* Butt looking
back to the two-sided feature off things and
persons in represantation im the Old Testament,
wc ser that Godl and mam came together in
one object.

There is a sense im which the maim matter of
all the Scriptures is that off God's fellowship
with man, andl man’s fellows}}mp with Gaod.
This relationship is taken back into the ** hefore-
times eternal ¥ in the thought and intention of
God. Itis a phase otf the “mysdtery hidl from
ages andl generations,”” butt is now made known
unto His saints (Col. i. 2277.).

But is itt nott just the bare fact off fellowship,
it'is the nature andl method off that fellowship.
In the full light off revelation it is seen to tbe,
not objective, butt subjective ; noit outward
but inward. It is God andl manm joined in one
life andl one nature. It is here, off éourse, that
all the errors andl heresies have feund their
entéance. This truth has been reeegnised, but
it has hadl eenstrueted upen if phﬂme:@mﬁ_% and
interpretations wm@m beeause Ohrist has met
been appiehendrd, Nave led their mwm%rﬁ
exponeiits, and adheients inte the d
deeeptions. The eause of this errer and llt
whieh beeemies o refined as te Be=Iin prineiple
—&%@W gven in what weiild seek £o pass as
thoi@r-geing New Testament svengelism (e
are referring te the idea ef * the divine in mam »)
is the failure of refusal te aeeept the #hseluieness
and utteimess ef the “Fall,” and its cense eiees.
The one all-inclusive issue of the “Aalll™ i the
impossibility off that man—the fallen mam, man
by nature—to be united or reunited with Ged,
of ferr Gedl te be united with him. 7That man
has passed away fer Ged, andl has died. There
must be a new man, n@@@fding te Ged's theught
and heart and will.

This New Mamn is Christ. He is truly man,
with a humanity as real andl complete as ever
God meant humamity to be. Butt He is also
God ; as utterly Godl as Very Gall. These
two facts meet in His Person andl @re iintarwawan
beyond man’s power to dissect. The gold of
His Sonship is interwoven with the white linen
of His perfect humanity: andl is one with the
fabrie. This is nott so with even the “ born
anew" believer. Here again other mistaken
systems off teaching have found their antrance
in relation to regemeration andl sanctilication.
Christ is the link off Godl andl mam. Godl is in
Christ, andl Clirist is im God. Union with God
is only possible 1 Gumist, andl as Christ in e

0]

Person off the Holy Spmt is in us. “@inist

i you, the hope off glamny’"

But this postulates the sefiting aside off ane
mam wlirm“ cannot’ " (1 Clo. iii. 14)) o tHecNAEM
who can. * [Ifany man be 1§y CingsT e isa
new crestion ” (mdt, “ he is a new creature ™)
(2 Cor. iv..17)). The newvcreation is what is iin
Christ, andl what Christ iis.

Our fellowship with the Father is im His Son,
our Lord Jesus. The Fatier’s fellowship with
us isin Hiimalso. Everything im the types and
symiballs off Christ in the Qlid Tiestamentt (iedtares
this basic truth.

In the New Testament we fiind that the
primary thing unto amy relationship off life with
(Jod is to recognise Whe Christ is. The wapkk
of Christ in His Cross was nolt the lirst thing
for men's salvatien, butt if wias WilQ it was
that did that werk. Paul's eenversien Wwas
not based iR the first plRce upen what Chistt
fad done, by whe Jesus was; the ether
immediakl fellowed, andl breke his heat.
The ﬁ{'& %1 mas ‘Pad E%ﬁ@h%ﬂ w&ss ot

8 W&S
F§8

8V8F§
N o sy 81:?1981'? Vi
I\N&W\ %% BF HM " i%% i 1%y

The revelation off this reality off the Person off
Christ, iff itt stood alone, might nott lead to
salvatlon ; that is, iff itt were an objective thing
only. There wanssomethlng; graxaily* lacking in
Peter’s life even after the revelation from ﬁlho
Father concerning the San, as recorded i
Matthew xvi. 1f Paul hadi stayed only with
the objective side off his experience om tho
Damascus Road things would noit have worked
out to his salvation. Buit the subjective is
bound up with the objective. Peter was
destined to have the counterpart, andi Paul

says that “ It pleased Godl to reveal His Ston
i% Mi.” That Inner revelation is wndoubtedly
of " Christ erweiicel]’” andl embnacss; the work
as well as the Person.

What we have sought to emphasise thus flar
is the oneness off the Person off Christ. This is
a far-rieadiing, ant, & we have said, am all
embracing trith whieh will touch tllings at
gvery peiit as we go om. God has come to
us iR Him ; has jeined Himself with mam in
Hii—ahd anly/ in Himm. We have come to
Ged in Him ; and have owr relationship and
fellewship with Ged i Him ; and fiet othervise.

Salvation is nott “dhmdlng flor wist,” iib
Is seeing andl receiving the Som off God.

5888{5 E 9@
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II. Now, inasmuch as the TPerson gives
the value and meaning to the work, and the
work cannot be of value only in the light of Who
it was that accomplished it, we must go on to
speak of the oneness of Christ’s finished work.,

While this work will always have its indivi.
dual aspeet, and all the saved will with Paul
glory in that ** He loved Mg, and gave Himself
for ME,” a contemplation of the Scriptures on
the subject will very soon convince that in the
mindd of God and of Christ the whole work of
Christ was a colleetive and corporate thing.
It relates to humanity as a human family, and
not to individual members thercof mercly.
The race is in view, and the race is always
regarded as an organism, related in a single
life and nature.

* He made of one (blood) every nation of
men for- to dwell on all the face of the earth.”
(Acts xvil. 26.)

The sixth chapter of the Letter to the Romans
is a summary of what has preceded it in which
the whole range of the racc—Dboth Jew and
Gentile—has been scarched and swept in guest
of inherent righteousness and it has not been
found. Hence the race in its entivety is under
condemnation and sentence of death. Then
Christ is brought in and accepts the position of
racial representative, and although Himsclf
wholly -and inhcrently righteous (which means
that He is not involved in man’s cstate’ by
what He Himself is, and therefore He ean be
& VOLUNTARY representative as one apart) He
submits to being ‘‘ made sin in our stead, ho
who knew no sin.” Thus, when Christ died,
from God’s point of view, the sentence of death
upon the entire race was exceuted, and the race
dicd in Him,

When God raised Him from among Tnk

DEAD (for it was not possible that an inherently
holy one should seo corruption) it was still in a
representative capacity, that is, as Head of n
new creation, a new race, and of the Church
which is His Body-.

This resurrection representativenecss is col-
lective and corporate, and, while all of its
members will have to come into it on a personal
apprehension, appreciation, and appropriation
of His work, it is alrcady regarded from the
Divine standpoint as complete and a whole.
God is working backward, not forward. That
is, in sovercignty He has reached His complete
end in forcknowledge, and is working from
completeness not fo completeness in the matter
of the number of the clect.

Now this matter of the orivinal nature of

4]

Christ’s work and its result is the key to the
whole subject which we have bLefore is. OF
that resurrection organism e is MHead, and
His headship embraces various aspects of our
relationsip to Him and to that organic spiritual
entity or Body.

Four Connections of the Laying on of Hands.

In bringing the Seriptures of both Testa-
ments  together we have scen  that—in the
main—the laving on of hands is in four connee-
tions, but we must elearly and strongly keep in
mind thgt headship is thut which governs them
all.  The four conneclions are : ‘

I. Identification with the representative 1ead
as Substitute and Saviour through judgment
and death.

I'L DLelentilication with the Tlead as inclusive
of o new race and organism.

LT, Tdentifieation with the Mead as anointed
for blessing and gifts.

1V. ldentification with the Jead in relation
to service and ministry-. :

Number one includes the death side and the
life side of union with Christ.

Number two brings in the corporate nature
of union with Him and of the member’s new life.

Number three has to do with the gift and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Number four relates to the believer’s place
and work, in gencral and particular in the
* Body of Christ ’ or *“ House of God.”

Let us say again that a survey of the Serip-
tures on the subject will show that the laying
on of hauds is clearly connected with all thesc
asnects of Christ’'s Headship. "IThe Headship of
Christ is the one correlating, co-ordinating, all-
cmbracing reality, and all truth bhus to be
focussed there.

DBefors we go on to deal with the laying on
of hands in the four-folll connection indicated,
wo want to come back toour present particular
object and point out that the laying-on of hands
cannot be regarded as some sideline ol truth,
some mere phase ol doctrine, some optional
observance, il in the Divine thought it really is
counceted with four such tremendous matiers,
for these four cover the whole ground of the
believer's life, and it this is one of the ' founda.-
tion principles ”” of the doctrine coucerning
Christ, then they all stand or fall by each other.
That is, the gencral foundation is weak or strong
according to thc cquality of importance given
to them. :

Whether or not Paul wrote or instigated the
Letter to the Hebrews does not come into this
disrus=ion at the mowent but st his convarsion
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the first four of the six principles (Hebrews vi. 2)
were definitely operative. *‘ Repentance from
dead works.” ** Faith toward God.” * Bap<
tisms” (*“ Arise, and be baptised, and wash
away thy sins.”  Aects xxii. 16),  © The Laying
on of hands ™ (* And Ananias, laying his hands
upon him, said, brother.......... "
Acts ix. 17.)

There is always the peril of recognising a
thing as stated in the Seriptures, and then
adopting it as it stands and constructing o
pracedure upen it, making it a part of a crecd
or practice without having revelation as to
God’s thonght—Ilarger thought-—back of the
simple form of words. Thix leads to mere
institutions, ordinances, and forms.  Lvery-
thing in the Word of God has got—for its true
value and power in Jife-—to come to us by
revelation of the Spirit, and when that takes
place we are introduced into tiwe nniversal and
cternal which lies behind every Divine thought,

The laying on of hands, with other things, e.g.,
baptism, the Lord’s Table, ete., can be just the
acceptance of certain bodies of people, aned have
to do with custom and practice, which others
lcave out. It is even possible that these things
may be regarded by some as having no place
or meaning for certain parts of the dispensational
arrangement and- character of the ages.

We venture to say that all this may le
beeause the eoternal and universal thought of
Clod back of evervthing that comes from Him
hax been missed, and the things in question
have been vegarded too mueh from a local and
earthly standpoint, rather than from the
heavenly,  These things can-—and  do—mecan
life and strength where they are spiritually
apprehended and observed, but as mere onrdi-
nances they may have litile uplifting or en-
during value. We have known the thing in
both realms and we know the difference,

(T'o be continned.)

(Continued from page 34.)
allows, and we can take the attitude “ This is
not kind,” * It is eruel of the Lord.”

We can take onc of two attitudes toward
the ways of God with us; we can get bitter,
sour, hard ; or we can have the enlargement by
exercize, development by exercise, to develop
capacity, to bring us into the large place that
we may be intelligently His instrument for
governing under His Headship in ages to come.
Things that enter into our history we cannot
always fathom, but the explanation which we
can give is that, whatever there may be as
second causes, the Lord is Sovereign and He
thinks it worth while sometimes to allow what
the world would call the most terrible thing to
overtake for the time Leing, and it would scem
that His Name and interests suffer through that
thing, but through that thing He brings His
people to a place of maturity and they get to
know the Lord for themselves. Through these
terrible things we find the Lord produces some-
thing that is very much more worthy- of Himsclf
in the life of His children.  That is His jnstifiea.
tion, His vindication : if He could do it in any
other way He would, '

In the long run He does get spiritual maturity
among His people, where they know Him,
He would get us to a place where we know the
Lord and we have our senses excercised to know,
The Lord give us grace to aceept all His dealings
with us in the light of His great purpose.

- T. A.-S.

“ 5y, 3d.; Malte, 25, Ud.
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The Ank of the Testiimony.

And its Progress Toward Final Rest.

Reapine : 1 Chronicles xiii. 1-1-L

I a very brief space ] want to seek to cover
a considerable amount of ground in @amedtion
with the chapter which we have just read,
which chapter is the centre of a very great deal
of history which Was typical and symbolical
of things for later times, oven for our times,
To gathev up all that material and data very
briefly, we may remind eurselves that there
were thiee things in the main IR view and
related. There was the ark of {he Govanant
of the Lord ; thef there was Pavid, and thirdly
there were the Phillisiines. We shall seek &8
see their significanee and what they represanted.

at the Afk Represents.

Firstly, as to the ark. When wc have made
our most compnehemsive and exhaustive study
of the ark, its compomemts;, its character, its
place, its function, there is one thing which seems
to me to embwmawe all of its meanimg, and that
is, that it is in the Old Testament meant to
represent the greatness and the glory of the Lord
Jesus ; and that greatmess and glory of the Lord
Jesus as in the eye of God ; for it was upon that
ark that the eye of Jehovah continually rested.
We may say that the ark was tho focal point
of the Divine attention, and that all the thought
of the Lord was centred in that central object
of the life of Israel as His elect people. And
so the ark. which is so often referred to as the
Ark of the Testimony, as well as the ark of the
Covenant of the Lord, stood as a typo of the
Lord Jesus in His greatmess and glory as in tho
eye of God. Wlhen we speak about “ the testi-
mony of Jesus,” that is what we mean. What He
is before God. as to the Divine thought, as to
Giod's estimate and judgment. 'The greatness
and the glory of Christ from God's sttandpeint,
that is the testimony of Jesus. And it is that
thought of God concerning Him, and of course
llis work, which is represemted in that ark
and the mercy seat over it. That thought of
God conceming Him is very jealously guarded
by God. We know that over the mercy scwt,
winch was upon the top of the ark, the chenubim
were represented as spreading their wings and
making a complete overshadowing; and the

cherubim arc throughout the #cijptures th
represaitteion of the custodianship of tha
which is peeuliarly precious to God.

We meet them first jim the book of Genesis
where man, having sinned, was expelled from
the garden, and the cherubim were placed
with flaming swords to guard the way of the
appioach te the tree of life, That tree of life
represented Christ again as the Life, and tlime
is a way af life in ChFist, aRd man was net per:
mitted {e receive that Divime life in a fallen
sinful stale; judgment must first he wrewght
gHt, and there fust he previsien made for he
atonement far his sins, But the eherubim were

iveil e safeguard that.whieh was peeuliarly
hely unte the Lerd ; that Divine.life whieh is
in Ohrisé. Then enwards, threugheut ¢he
whele Old Testament Beriptwies; the ehenbim
e6Mie ifte view. and if is always as those jealans
sentinels ef what is ef peeuliar value to (lod,
and if mamn in the flesh ever, ventuies or dares
te teueh that, he immediately meets the judg:
ment of Ged. Wo shall see that in anether
eonneetien as we go oen. So that the ehervbim
over the ark and the merey scat are there to
preserve the holimess of this thing before God,
and even Aaron with all the ceremonial pre-
paratien and provision dared net come inte that
place befere that ark, er into any kind ef rela-
tienship with it, unRess he eomes hy reasen of
shed BKleed for the remissien ef sins, fer the
werd is eenceriing him: “tflat he die net.”
“ Uzza. . . .died before God ' bermuse he dared
to touch that which, in tho eyes of God, was
so peculiarly holy and precious. The ark then,
in brief, is the testimony to what Jesus Christ
is as in the thought mnd mind of God. Now
you can study the ark anew in the light of
that, and, of course, you will find a very great
deal of material. That is the first thing here,
it is the testimony of Jesus in its fulness accord-
ing to God's thought.

What David Kepresents.

Secondly, David ; and to gather up David's
life and Davidl's work into one brief strcttement,
as we have done with the ark, we shall see that
David was an instrument especizlly brought
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in and raised up by God in relation to that
testimony, God raised up David for the pur-
pose of bringing that testimony to its ffinal
resting place. The end of Davids life was the
building of the templie and the bringing ef the
ark of the testimony to its final resting place
in the Haliest of that temple. The temple
represents the end of jowrneyimgs, a settled
place, a place of finality. and the ark was
brought to rest in the' temple and found
—typiically—its full end there, In a settled
position. David was raised up especially as an
instrument fo bring the ark of the testimony
to its full and final and settled resting-place
in the pumose of Ged. That is where we
take him up in this ehaptes whieh we have rend ;
Davidls exercise coneerning the ark. That
became the predominating: featuie ef his life ;
the outstanding thing I8 this real heart exereise
and concern for the ark. The ene greatest
desire and ambition of hix life was that Ged
should have a settled place of rest; and he
related God to that ark. ARnd §6 if Was i fils
heart to build a heuse for the Lerd ints whieh
the ark might come and be at rest, and it was
for that end that Geod raized up David, and that
became the chief feature of his life. The ene
great consummaiiige werd of Dawidl%k life is in
that heart expression : * Now, therefere; arise,
O Lord God, into thy resting place, theu, #nd
the ark of thy strength™ (Psalm exxxii. 8).
That is like the parting word of this mam whieh
mariks the close of his life work.
What the Philistines Represent.

Then, thirdly—the Phillistines. The Philis-
tines, as you notice, are peculiarly related to
both David and tho ark. They seem to be
continuously in touch with both throughout
Daridl’s life, throughout this part of history,
And again, as the ark is a type, and as David
and his ministry are a type* so the Philistines
are an Old Testament type of spiritual €hings.
What de the Philisinrarapesent 7 We kisw
them "in Seriptuwie as desighaied frequently
"t unelivuneiRed PHIRENS™ 1T we earry
that werd eircumeisien aver ifie the New
Testament apd seek for the Hely SpiFits
explanation of it, we find that iR ‘Galssipng
ii. 11 " In whemm Y8 were a3 eircumeined with
a eireumeision net made With Nands; in the
putting oft of the bedy- ef the flesh, in e €ir-
cumeision of Christ j having Been bured with
him in baptism, whereifi Y@ were alse raised
with him through faith in the werking ef Ged,
who raised him frem the dead OChist il His

cross is the explanatiom of Old Testmment
circumcision, that is, tho putting away of tho
body of the flesh represemtatively. Now tho
Phillistines, known as the uncitcumwised Philis-
tines, stand in direct opposition to the meaning
of the cross in its deepest sense, that is, putting
away of the whole body of the flisth. We may
say the Phillistines will not have that, they
stand agaimst that; the Philistioes will not
have complete and utter separation unto God.
That is tine principle which is embodizd] in their
history. Take up their history where you will,
and you will find that in some way or another
they are in. opposition to the principle of Cal-
vary which is the putting away of the body
of the flesh, or absolute separatiom unto God.
Begin if you will, with Samson in the book of
Judges., You know that Samson was a Naza-
rite. He was a Nazarite voluntarily, not by
eompulion. A Nazanite was one who had
upem him veluntary vows which could not be
imgased upom anybody, but which vows
represented a desive to be moie utterly for the
Lord than the average person. Amd Samson
was a Nazanite, and he represented that utter-
mest, voluntary eonsecration, separation, aban-
donmedit to the Lowd. AWhilc in that position
he was impeivious, umcongueailtc, and pre-
domimanit over the Philistines. They could
neither bind him nor hurt him, he was their
master. But when ho disclosed through
Delilah the secret of his strength, his supremacy,
his ascendemry;, the secret in his vow, and they
captunedl his secret and destroyed that which
represented his absolut® separation umto God,
then he was in their hands as weak as water,
they carried him away and put his eyes out,
and we have in Judes xvi., Samson making
sport for tho Philistines; but the most tragic
thing is that they were crediting their god Dagon
with this triumph. The flesh always: leads on to
the glerifying ef Satan and that is why he likes
{8 keep it %gmg; it dees bring him inte (he
the place ef Ehrist. The Pevil takes the Lord's
of glary when flesh is in evidenee.
That is triic to history amdl there is a good
deal of history houmdl up with that fact. You
will find that the Phillistines represent that
eontinually ; and we must deal with that from
another angle almaest immediately. What we
want to keep in view is this, (Jod raising up an
instrument to bring the testimony of Jasts to
its full and final place of rest and seftflomantt.”
That is what is in view. He has over been
seeking to do that, and He is seeking to do that
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to-day, perhags more than ever at this time,
the Lord has heart set upon an instinument
by which the testimony of the greatness wnd
glory of Clirist, His Son, shall be brought to its
finality of settlement. There may bo just
one stage further to go and then the end. It
may be that we aro, so to sjicak, on tho last lap of
God's effort to got His testimony in fulness
settled. May it he so. But undoutbitedly He
is out to get an instrument for that purpose,
to emyry the testimony forward toward His
ultimate end where in fulmess it is settled, no
more journeying, and no more in the variation
of ils histery, but new fixed and settled in God.
That instrument is what is in eur hearts, as it
is in the Lord's heart as the ebjeet ef His
pecullar interest at this time.
The Snare of Philistine Features.

If God is socking such an instrument, that
instrument must, as David did, stand com-
pletely and utterly in opposition to all that is
represented by the Philistines. That instru-
ment must be constituted and governed by
those laws and principles spiritually, and
mora.llfr which aro the opposite of tho Philis-

aws and principles, and the things with
which such an instrument will have continually
to contend will bo Philistine elements, Philistine
features. The Philistines were tho cmutinuous
menace of Davidls life ono way .and another,
and that has its own significance here that
they do represent that which would make
impossible tho realisation of God's end in
bringing the testimony of His Son to its fulness
and finality. So that David is introduced to us
over against the Phillistines and that bold
embodimentt of Philistine power and principle,
Goliath. You remembexr the story without me
going over it again ; but hero the whole Philis-
tine power is represented in their giant, their
champion. He in his very presence, be:mng,
and utteramces betrays the Philistine spirit,
nature, and meaning. Dawvid heats and sees,
and is stirred m 0ghtily within ; we may say he
is moved by God inwardly in’ relation to the
very thing that God has brought him in for.

But just as David comes in and is going in
the Lord to meet that thing at the outset @and
commence his great life work which is to have
this wonderful issue, a Philistine trap seems to
come up sewretlly from behind, and Saul pro-
poses a suit of armour, and promdbs it, and
puts it on him, and that is a Philistine idea.
There is that man out there who has all that.
Shall David meet him with his own equipment ?

195

Shall David make tho weapomss of his warfare
carnal and not spiritwal { That was the trap,
the snare, the peril for the moment, and David,
with a rlglnit kind of spiritual perception recog-
nised that this was not the Divime provision.
When a man stands in a right reliationsihip
to the Lord what need has ho of flleshly egquip-
ment, of worldlly provision to figiht the Lord's
battles ? And o Dawvid cast it off and wont
oug; the Lord was his equipmewnit. Yow sec he
stood at the outset in direct ;wnd distinct con-
tradiction to the whole Philistine principle,
and that was the way of his victory. Now
again and again he was in dangew of Ibimg
eaught in that ¢rap. On 6ne 6ceasion he seems
te have fallen inte it. 1n a {ime of trial, a tme
of rejection, a time when Saul was huhting him
like & pﬁmmge ameng the recks, i time when
it did sesm that his life puwigrRse Was net
develeping and the Lord was ner hHnging nim
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God in His Son with hands of flesh, with un-
crucified natural life, and you meet judgment.
Come into that which stands to represent truly.
before God, the greatness of His Son, come into
that with natural judgment, with natural inter.
ference, with an unregenerate heart, the end
of that will bo judgment, God will meet that
and there will be an awful reckoning with God ;
and God docs not preserve us from judgment
when the testimony of His Son is touchad with
fleshly hands. All the errors, all the falso
teaching, all the great syvstems of false doctrine
which have come in have related to the person
of Christ. 'The result has been always the ont-
working of judgment in divisions and loss of
power, and Gad has never protected from that.
It is always that way.

At length the Philistines were able to got rid
of the ark and they put it upon a new cart and
attached two milch kine and sent it in the
dircction of Beth-shemesh, and it went, the oxen
lowing as they went. It was a right direction
even for Philistines. Sometimes fleshly men,
when -they are under judgment get some senso
of direction and the Lord helps in the riglit
divection. The Lord helps as far as He can
when things are in a right direction even if not
altogether aceording to His mind.

Then later David stirred up all Isracel to
bring back the ark of the Lord and again he
was caught in a Philistine trap, a Philistine
idea, snare ; ho made a cart (that is a Philistine
idea), a new cart, put the ark on it—the result
was judgment, Men in the flesh when they
take a right direction under a sensc of judgment
may be helped that far by the Lord, but when
the Lord raiscs up a special instrnment for
His testimony He (iloc-s not have half measures ;
that instrument must be kept to. the utter
conformity to God’s thought, and so the Lord
docs not help David’s new cart as He did the
Philistines”. They kuew no better; David
should have known better, and beeause he was
raised up for something so utter God did not
let him off with half an idea. If the Lord is
out to get something which is toward the
finality and fulness of His testimony, He will
not adopt half measures, He will not let off
with {alse ideas, He will not excuse the flesh in
any measure or degree.  And so the Thilistine
idea of a mechanical contrivance to earry God’s
ark, instcad of a living pricsthood, a conse-
crated company, brought the judgment of
God, and Uzza died before God. And David
was angry. The tragedy was, that that

movement was arrested, was delayed, was put
into a backwater, and there was a period
without any progress of that testimony. When
the Lord’s own principles are not recognised,
and when the Lord’s way' is not observed, when
flesh comes into that which is so sacred to the
Lord the whole testimony is held up and a long
period of delay, suspense, ensues. That beauti.
ful movement was delayed, stopped  dead.
During that time David doubtless had much
exercize of heart, and in the Word of God
discovered God’s principles for His testimony,
that that testimony was to he carried, not on
a cart, but on the shoulders ol wholly conse-
crated  people. That is not  the  Philistine
principle, that is the Lord’s principle, that
stands mmminst the Philistine idea.  There were
two things which constituted the wrong in this
cnse. One was the eart, the other wus man
- ax such—in charge of the testimony. It
may be just as disastrous for men to take the
custody: of the testimony of Jesus as for it to
e committed to an organisation. That testi-
mony must be borne spiritually and not offi-
cially or personally—that is as connected with
a man or men personally—and when it is borne
gpiritually: the Lord must be trusted to deal
with such as would injure it, and He will.  Man
need not hedge it about or scek to protect it.
1f lie does, then cvils follow.

There are those who seem to think that the
testimony is given into their OFFICIAL custody ;
and they are by this idea constituted doctrinal
walch-dogs suspiciously sniffing and yapping
at cvery approaching footfall.  What is needed
is that the testimony should be held in the
Holy Ghost, and the Lord will look after the.
rest. When at length David re-discovered
that principle, then the ark was Lrought up
and eventnally lodged in the House of the Lord
and came to ity place of finality and rest.

You see how hurriedly we have covered a
large streteh of history, a large amount of Old
Testament truth which has its abiding meaning,
and peculiarly, I fecl, for our own time. The
Lord having an instrument in relation to the

"greatness and the glory of His Son, that that

testimony of Jesus as in the thought of God,
should be brought to a place of settled finality
and seeurity and rest.  But such an instrument
must be conformed to God’s thought, must
have no Philistine element about it ; and God's
thought is, utter, complete, entire sanctification,
soparation, the cutting off of the body of the
flesh by tho cross, and His delays are very often
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related to a necessity to have that state of
things brought about mare fully, and His
judgmemtiss are very often abroad because of a
violation of that.

May wec see what He is saying to us. If it
is true that He is calling us into fellowship
with Himeelf to be a part of that instrument
at an end time to bring this testimony, it may
be to the end of the last stage of its journey

through the ages, may wc be according to His
own thought, constituted by His own laws,
living on His basis, and all the time by the
cross repudiating and rejectiing any Philistine
clement of the fleslh, the will of the fledh, the
mind of the fledn, the desire of the flesh, the
heart of the flesh, any kind of flesh—-fior His

Name's sake.
T. A.-S.

Patience'’

Maxw earnest Christians dre distressed and
discouraged into unrest because after w@ppealing
to the Lord for compllete deliverance from the
failures of the old life they arc faced with
occasionall outbursts of it. The3" have expected
(l;iim to do something which almest never He

oes.

There is no suddem jump, no easy short cut
into pcrfectmoss. There is a fight of faith.
There is the continual necessity for our
co-apamretion with the Holy Spirit in faith,
obedience to the truth. This will be so as long
as we arc in the body.

Do not be discouraged because of the occa-
sional outbursts of fiteth—thougih do not settle
down complacently with a philosophical compo-
sure that they are inevitable—but rather
encourage yourself in the Lord that He who
hath begum a good work in you will perforin it,
will keep on perfeeting it, until the day of
Jesus Christ.

Neither the - flesh nor the devil is anni-
hilated ; though, through the Cross, our
blessed Champion IRedeemer has stripped them
both. (Col. ii. 11; Heb. ii. 14). The day is
coining when, actually, they shall be no more.
Meantime:, in this world where they arc not
annihilated faith appropriaies their destruction
and, as the victory of Christ is laid hold of,
they are indeed destroyed. Whiile faith actively
stands in that victory in Christ, they hava? no
power. Thus faith is the victory that over-
comes the world.

God is wanting the faith that overcomes to
be wrought, developed in us. 1t is mucth more
precious to Him than gold is to men.

There is a_sense in which Christ, has done
everything. He has obtaimed oternal redemp-
tien. Our justification and sanctification and
reeonciliation to God, and consequent accep-

tamee by God, are of Him alone. By grace—
not works in any shape or form—are ye saved
through faith.

But, being justifiall, saved, by God's grace
through faith and having entered into wamship
relationship with God, we have received a new
spiritual capacity of responmsibility which must
be exercised until perfect maturity is attained.
Se that by our faith surrender to God we do
not beecome passive, volitionless spiritual auto-
mata (this is a mistaken concepition of surrender
to God commam among many)) but we become
vessels of energetic activitty in fellowship with
Christ Whw is in us by His Spirit.

Christ lives in us; not as a lodger dwelling
in a house, but as the Lire of our life. In
spite of the imperfections of human nature and
of our own characters, He has come to Jlive in
us who liave been crucified with Him. Thus
Ho communipaitss to us, so far as we will have,
His own charaeter in essence. Thus the word
becomes true : “as He is, so are we in this
world.”

In bringing our being into subjection and
conformity with Himself He is jmtient, so
patient and long-suflieiing. We must be patient
too. Patient with oursehaes! Patient with
one another. Yes, and patient with Him in
Hiis sovereign choice to work thus so silently
and slowly* within the deepest depths of our
being, instead of working that sudden spediacu-
lar miracle we would so much like !

The fruit of the 8pirit is long-suffexmy.

Sce the patient progmess in perfection in
spite of occasional disappointing failure in a
life like Abrahamis. Prom time to_time God
breaks in withi a new revelation of Himself in
the midst of years of dogged waltm%’and‘walk;ng
and perhaps wendering In sheer faith, sojiourning

(Contiued on page 38).
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The Honor Oak Christian Fellowship Centre,

HONOR OAK ROAD, LONDON, S.E.23,

Meetings for Spiritual Edification, the Proclamation of the Gospel, Prayer and Fellowship

Stxpavs at 10.30 a.M. (Lord’s Table), 11,15 a.m., 3 v, (Young People), 6.30 PN
Moxnays at 7.30 r.m. Tvrespays at 8 p.M. (Young TPeople).
WEDNESDAYS at 8 P.m. SATURDAYS at 7.30 P.M.

The Guest House is open to receive guests for the period of the conferences or at other
times as the Lord leads.

Telegrams : * Syndesmos, Forest, London.” Telephone : Sydenham 5216,
Cables : * Syndesmos, London.”
FEditorial communications with regard to this paper should be addressed to Mr, Austin-Sparks.

‘“ Witness and Testimony” Diagrams.
Literature 1. The Centrality and Universality of the
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“Lord ‘of AllP"

Rowo=@: Acts x. 2/6, 44 ; X. 36, 44.

Ir is that little parentiesis in verse 30 which
has been holding my attention to-day and I
believe pressing itselff upon me for a brief word
this evening. Probably there is no greater
parenthesis, or even direct statement, in the
whole range of Scripture than that simple,

recise statement : " He is Lord of all,)” and
it is important to recognise, to take mczmunt
of the text. It does not say He will be Lord of
all, it says He is Lord of all, and as you will
notice it is a parallel statement te that whieh
occurred In the seeond chapter : “ Ged hath
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom ye crucifiiel)’” Chagier i and ehapter x.
as fost of you knew, are eampanion ehapters.
The ene is the eewnterpart of the sther. One
is the Jwish Penteeest and the ether is the
Gentile Penteeest; twe halves ef one thing:
In the first it is IsfaQl; but 1srael enly repre:
sented a half, a part ef éem theught and inten:-
tien : the GentiRs were iReluded 1A the Divine
theught ; se.4hat PenReest of ehapir ii. Mist
neeessarily be broadened eut t8 inelude #he
Gentirs te make it esmpiete, and if ehapter X
the same instrument, the same MRSSenRD, $he
same spekesman, Peter, is used te complete
this Divine act of grace ; and By wendesful
activities and strategle mevempnes of the Hely
ﬁ.?!ﬁi and angels in ée-VRG@REoN, PatRE is found
at length in the heuse of Oernelius,; the Qentile.
And having made a parallel deelaratien te the
ene whieh he made In Jerusalkim te the Jews,
the same resulf fellows, the Hely Spirit fell
Hpen the CGentiks as upom the Jews, and many
were tuened e the Lord.

Everything begins with Christ as Lord.

So that the commencement of everything in
this dispensation, and the foundation of every-
thing for this dispensation, is the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, Xot only the Saviourhood of Jesus
Christ, but before that and over that and encircl-
ing that,. His Lordship. It is a wonderful state-
ment : “ He is Lord of all.'” To uso the very
words of Peter in the 2nd chapter: “Ixing there-
fere by the right hand of God exalted, and having
reeeived of the Father the premise of the Hol
Ghost......"” Exalted by the right hand of God.
@il hath made him both Lord and Christ,

tlﬁs Jesus whom ye crucified......He is Lord of
a ..M

Just to gather up a few thoughts as quickly
and briefly as possiblo let us remind ourselves
that that statement in tho first place represents
the act and the mind of God. God's act in
relation to His Own mind and eternal intention,
was in the setting of His Son Jesus Christ in the
place of sovereign Lordship in this universe,
and there He is now, and evenything that is
proceeding in the history of this world is pro-
ceeding in relation to that, not in spite of that,
not contrary to that, not out of relation to that,
but altegether in relation to the fact that He is
Lotd of all. Although to the human mind, and
to all natural appearance there might seenm
te be ene tremendwiss contradiction te that faet,
ene great denial of it, and it might be seid—
WRl, if He is Lord of all why are things as the
are ? Wheie dess His Lordship eome in wif
things taking the eeurse whieh they are taking j
tlie awful state of this werld ? Te leek at it as
it is and say, in spite ef all this, He is Lord of all
=yes, it fhay seem to be a eentradietien, a
defifal and a m{stefy, but when yeu really
leek inte it yeu find that the course ef things
Is the explanation ef His Lordship and net the
eontradletion of 1t. You" will find that it is
hecause the Lerdship has not been reeognised,
aecepted and established that things are as they
are, and that the course which things are
taking, which is so terrible, is the greatest preof
that we could possibly have that the Lordship
of Jesus Christ is being resisted and that His
epposition to that course is making the very
world reel and filounder.

When you look into those spheres, those
realms, these lives where He is Lord, recog-
nised, accepted and honoured, you find a change
of such conditions, you lind an entire revolution
of situations, you find there that it is proved
up to the hilt that in His Lordship Jesus Christ
is cajiable of doing what no other power of
foree or combination of forces has ever been able
to do, even when it has exhausted all its ¥e-
sources—He can do it. There have been
?hastly situations in this world which men by
oree and by legisletion and by every éon
ceivable means at their command have tiied
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to stamp out and they have utterly fadled and
had to draw back and survey their fuilure and
acknowledge that they have not the key 1o the
situation, they have not the power to deal with
that thing, and even though they may, by
sheer assertion of force, have managed up to
point to hold the thing in rebellious sway or
subjjection, they have not got rid of it. 1t is
still there waiting to break out, and every now
and again the thing makes its presence mani-
fest, it shows that it is not dead. In such
situations again and again that which is here
stated © 7 The word which he gent unto the

children of Tsracl, preaching good tidings of

peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all)...... ”
has solved the problem, has dealt with the
thing, not only to suppress but to rule it out,
to quench it ; and what armies have failed to do,
the gospel of peace by Jesus Christ preached,
He being Lo of all, has met that situstion
and changed the entire face of things,
 History’s Witness.

It is not for us to-night to stwy {o go over
Jdiistory and show how again aud again that has
proved true.  We have said that there have heen
terrible things which no one could deal with
in their root, but which have gone when Christ
has come in. You think of some of those
awful things in heathendom where little child-
ren, babes, Leing offered to idols have been on
certain religious festivals placed in the red hot
outstretched hands of mighty images, with their
furnaces kindled inside, and the fire and smoke
_ belching from nostrils, mouth, eyes, and then
from a mother a babe is torn and placed in those
red hot handy, and to drown tho screams and
shrieks of the tortured infant, men with their
tom-toms made the most infernal noise. Armics
tried to deal with that, legislation tried to deal
with that, and found—as hus always heen
proved—that these heathen superstitions are
80 deeply rooted that the heathen are prepared
to tight for them wd to lay down their lives,
and although you may impose upon them some
law, some restriction you have not got to the
heart of things. But such things arc almost o
thing of the past.  The armies have not solved
it, legislation has not solved it, the gospel of
peaco by Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) has
solved it, and those things are rarcly heard of
because of the gospel of peace by Josus Christ.
And I could give you a good many more illus-
trations of this thing.

We arc making a declaration which has
behind it a tremendous amount of evidence.
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“Heis Lord ol all.”  There is nothing too great
for His Lordship. (od has appointed Him and
placed Him Lord of all, and that is a fact
which has got to be reckoned with. Where
His Lordship has Dbeen disowned and thrust
away there you have the most ghastly condi-
tions in this world., Is not God demonstrating
that before our cyes ? Oh, it you have eyes
to see, if you have intelligence to take in the
situation, if you have truc information and get
behind the lies that are broadeast, you have
evidence which is undeniable that inthose parts
of the world where Jesus Christ is ousted
deliberately you have’ the most ghastly state
of things conccivable ; and how men ean want
and press propaganda to Lring those conditions
into this country is inconecivable, but there
they are. We could stay, if it were wise and
necessary Lo talk abont it, nnd T would naet be
talking tu vou for ten minutes about conditions
in Russia now but that you would he shudder-
ing. What is it ? It is God's proof, that fo
rejeet the Lordship of His Son and to throw it
out is the most disustrous thing that ever eomes
to mankind. Aud therelore, it is tho greatest
proof that the recognition and acceeptance of

Jesws Christ as Lord means to change the whole -

situation and to bring about an eotirety dillerent
order of things, Soitis; God is going to have

His end. Oh, ot there Le done all that man ~

can do—they have tricd it before! Their
story now is the story of a nation or an empiro
that has been glorious and waned and gone to
Pieces, and you go round the world now looking
at the relies of the empires which sct themselves
against the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
blot out that Name. God will have His end !
This strong affirmation is necessary because
we arc not going to be able to reject the Lord
Jesus with impunity. Wemay get through this
life having rejected Him and come to no appar.
ently disastrous cnd, but that is not the end.
e it is appointed unto men once to dic,
but after this the judgmont.” We shall have
to face God’s eternal determination concerning
His Son there at His throne. What God says
by His Spirit and has rccorded is, *“ He is
Lord.” Nothing can alter that, we have to
face that. But that is the hard side. 1 do
trust that pressing it that way is not necessary,
and yet we always have to remember that we
can never get away from God’s facts, and to try
to reject them, ignore them, set them aside
only means that we come under those activities
of Divine sovercignty sooner or later again,
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and have to reckon with them ; and all tho tims:
we are doing this wc are losmg wihat God
intended for us in making His Son both Lord

and Christ.
The Universal Need.

But recognising the sale of the severity of
this thing, there is the other side. Not only is
this God's appointmenit and detemmination,
this is our need, our greatest need, that He,
the Lord Jesus Christ shall be Lord of all. It
is our need. It is the world's need. The
world’s greatest need to-day is the emthroning
of the Lord Jesus. Of course, we can say that
in a kind of deneral wav and it makes no diffan-
ence what we say in a little corner of the globe
like this. You may say it where you like, you
may proclaim it on housetops. but it does
not make much difference. But all the same,
it is true. The world's need is Jesus Christ as
Lord, and Ged 1s headm@ up everything to that.
Oh yes, He is heading it up. The werld never
was in sueh a state as it is new. We all recog-
fiise the serieustres of the etitleek to-iwy.
Did you ever knew of the very institutiens ef
this werld whese whele busires and amnition,
is t6 have memey t8 handR, te deal with, and
t8 pessess ; did you ever know of sueh institu:
tiofis dreading the thought ef Naving any
meney, s8 that Bankeis te-day de net want
meney-. They de net want ¥our meney, they
d8 Aet knev What te de with id they Will nek
AGCEPE the Fesponsbility foF handm@ it. That
1§ an awful edtlesk, But it is enly ehe phase ef
the situatien te-day. With this seefhing tuy-
meil beneath the surface, we seem 6 he on the
edge ef a terrifie veleane whieh may break
at any mement and invelve all the nations #gein
il a mest terrible upheaval; and the awful
blindprss and awful insensibility ef 8o many is
amazing. So reeently the ery was “ the war
te end war,” and te-day there is a Weatleng
fush te semething werse than anything that
svsf has besn, and the last was the werst that

Jwag Thars it is, and this is the statg, z@x’ﬂd

is allewing this eauise 6 be fellawed.

fmm:iﬁ his 8 head syﬁr‘vmm —69
nEé 'IB%bs aeﬁsmw ed gmgp

oFd, the Hﬂﬁi‘ﬁ in et m %‘\ of ﬂs&
%E\SH Ba A af 9%§ Feigns will
a8ain; £§% V@ WBfg

{ Ui
%81’@%%;\?%\% gf@&t@@ﬁ ged that HS o

. But wo ourselves need that, tho wnsened
man and woman needs that. If you are un-
saved you need the Lord Jesus to be Lord in
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and of your life. You nued Him to be Saviour
to save you, but oh, what you need above and
beyond that is that He shall be Lord. That
He shall be in charge, that He shall be in control,
that lic shall govern, that He should bring in
His reign of peace and of power and of glory
into your life. You need that He shall be Lord
of all. And we who do know Him as Saviour,
we who are His, we need to know Him as wg
have never known Him as Lord of all. What
is the need of the believer, the greatest need of
the believer 1 Lt is that the Lord Jesus should
really ascend the throne and take the govern-
ment and bring everything within the campas:;
of our lives under His sway, under His govern-
ment, under His direction, to bring our thoughts
and our imagination, our reasons, under His
sovereign sway. To bring our desires, and
affections under Mis govenmment; te bnng our
wills, eur cheeslngs, eur d@t@fmmathm&,, our
selectiens; all under His dominion ; {8 Bring us
altegether inte subjeetion te His r@ign ef neli
fiess of life, of vietery, of joy, ef peace. Yes:
the believer whe is saved needs Him to be
Lord of all, and I de helieve that the treuble
with se many ef us whe knew the Lerd
but whe are limited in_ eur lives, limited in
8HF USBIUINRSR, BUF SEHVIEE, limléé‘d in 8HF AB
T e Beligve that the selvkien 6 the Whele ¢
is & fresh expression of the abselvte Lerdshi
of Jesus ONFist in eur NBarts. If thesg chapters
ere; Aects ij. and X. speak of anything s all
they de deelare what & state of lifg is ers Hs
is tord of all: Read them again. After all,
the: inesmiing of the Hely Spirit there, when the
Holy Spirit eame i these twe eecasions and
teek pessessien, it was only that heavenly- faet,
mat hFist was Lord, having its eswnterpart
ﬁ‘] the Hely Spirit in these whe believed.
at is the m@aan, of the Holy Spirit fliling he
life. A life filled with the Hely Spirit i§, in
sther werds; a life filled with the lerdship and
severcignty of JRsus Clirist. You find a weii:
derful state of things Nere in eS8 ACCOURES
wneﬁ that takes l%% You §@@ the ehan @ m
the men Wh% aF mGSE lﬂ evidencs. X’%

?é?nsm Izr?é“ §ee£ @e 8& %sﬂaég% §’ % QiF en
i&m failurs, the fgn %&F“VEBI‘BB eRKIR awn
mest Esvéf gaimﬁ But what gl}
wss ) tsrw& 5 E\%Q
ngfgé—ﬂ% ws 8f % m% %Eﬁ 9? F
QHRE 8 £8 EH i :
ssisil EFBISmBHE xgnsn pHE £8 the ?8 st Hﬂgﬁ’%
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to stand up to their profession. Ome saying.
“1 will follow Thee to destth,” and in a few
hours denying with oaths and curses that he
knew Chridt; but that mam now in face of every
opposition going right on to his death at last
in the interests of his Lord. What has hap-
pened to these men ? Jesus Christ has been
exalted to lordship. and the Hely Spirit has
brought the meaning of that, the pewer, the
good of all that Inte the lives ef these men,
and so His Lordship Is net enly semething in
heaven. It is something in them. That is eur
need. What do you need ? What de I need N\
We need something far mere spentaifauss than
we have. More spontna@iss In testimeny, in
heart outflew. Se mueh ef what we have get
In Christianity is deetrine. teaehing, €Futh,
things we believe and ehierish abewt the Lerd
Jesus, for whieh we weuld Jay dewn 8HF Bves
but there is that laek, limitatien in the speon:
tatr@is Neart-ovarilow. But I 388 the 6HHIe;
the remedy: is that He sheuld bg as never befare,
Lord of all. That is all; but it is & big **ah,”
it is eur need !

And so we might go on for a long time sgpezk-
ing round this great and wonderful reality,

Volume 11 - Searchable

but oh, beloved friends, what I urged upon you.
as I am urging upon myself, is that in the case
of thase who arc unsaved, and in the case of
those who are saved, this one great need, this
one great solution to all our problems, this one
great answer to all our requirements, this one
reat provision for the full realisation of all
ed’s puipse, it is the starting point of every-
thing, that is, that we shoeuld receive, @ecknow:
ledge, enthieste and surrender to the Lord Jesus
as Lord ef all. Net Lerd of hall or thiee-
guaters of even nine=tenths, but Lord of ALt
Lord within. Lord without, Lord of our per-
senal; lives, Lord In bur hemes in so far as it
rests with us te make Him Lesdl; Lerd in ewr
busihrsars, Leord inl all eur relatienships and in
all sr interests: He is geing te be that in this
HRINQESE Bhe day-. Max we net he these whe are
abandensd frem that sphese inte the outer
HarkaRss DBERHSE We Fejecied Him, but e there
iR the fuleess of jey and glery of it, hecause here
iR the day whiell Was appeitted for BHF RCEERK:
anee of it, we made Wil Lerd of all. = The
Word Which fig seht unte the ehildren of isragl,
{%&Enm% fe d ?elmgg of peaes By Jesus OhFist
hi8 13 Eord of &lly......" T: AsS:

Somenom;, somewhere in their soul’s history
there was a day when they were free to choose
or to refuse the selfish luxury of a spiritual
privacy. They refused. They followed Him
whose very garments were stripped from Him.
Ome: long look at Calvary and they chose loss, any
loss ; they were changed from what they might
have been, and were made into mere stepping
stones for their brother caught in some slough
of despond or despair. The}' did not belong
to themsaixas any more. Name, reputation,
experience of the devil’s power, and of the

ificeone  of their Saviows's deliverance.
His private tendiimss, His intimate toueh
on the reins of the spiritt—alll was thelrs enly
for others. To the flesh this ean be abherrent,
for it eften leads to painful heuwis that weuld
never have been tasted had the eheiee been
otherwise, but it leads past pain to joy.

“ As the filth of the wornlll, and tho ofismour-
ing of all things*—ead in polite, perhaps
beautiful places, these crude words may swmund
almost musical. But the filth of the world
is not music, it is mud. We trifle with truth
when wc imagine that wc come near to under-
standing such words, while all tho time wc are
leaning back, well out of the way of the smirch-
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ing finger, tho scouring tongue, the reproach
of Christ.

The power to Wi others depends upon the
acceptamee of a trampled life......

There is tho brokemmmss of a life that has no

“ God breaks up the private life of His
saints and makes it a thoroughfare for the
world on tho one hand and for Himself on tilef,
other. No one can stand that umkss he is
identified with God,” said Oswald (Uimmbers,
who gave his all in sacrifice ami service. ™ Let
God make you broken bread and poured out
wine in His baud for others.

From *@@Galtt (Godg’ 1o\ W CC.

Witess and Testimony Literature.

ArrEr much spiritwal exercise concemming
the Literature which has grown out of this
ministry, wo have come to feck that the Lord
would have us make it available without cost
to any of His really hungry children who desire
to have it, and to him the cost would present
some difficulty. We are therefore ready to
trust Him to meet this need as He does that
of the Wrmness ANp TEsTrmoNy, through the
gifts of His children, and now we throw open
the literature to His use.
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Possession—to be Realised or Forfeited ?

JEapINGs : LExodus xxiii. 20-33.
Hel.rews ii. 12-19; iv, 1-11,
Deut. vii. 17-2].
Joshua i. 6.

Ix this Conference we have been seeing with
the aid of the diagram before us a vision,
beautiful, wonderful, glorious, how you and 1}
may escaperfrom where we are by nature to
where every heart would desire to be in the
utter emancipation that the Lord Jesns Christ
died to sccure. Using another figure by way
of iMustration, we have heen looking at the
23rd of Exodus, und considering the Lord's
desire to Lring His people ont of Egypt,
through a wilderness, into the land of
promise.  This evening we bave turned again
to that chapter. I want to take with par-
ticular emphasis  something that is not
explicitly in the chapter, but which is implied
in what is said. You will noticc that nearly a
dozen times in the fourteen wverses the Lol
Himxclf says © I will "—once, in addition, He
says an cqually significant 1 will not "—
and this is related to bringing His people into
that inheritanee which He has reserved for them,
and into which He has covenanted, so that
His very Name is involved, that He will bring
them. A dozen times 1 will” And God
has been saving to us in these few days that
He has set before us a lamd of wondrous pro-
mise, & land we eall * In Christ,” a heavenly
life, a life under an opencd heaven in fellowship
with Himself where onr enemies cannot suecess-
fully molest and assail, outside the reach of
principalities and powers, even while we live
here in this world, The Lord’s way for us is
to come out into the fulness of Christ, and e
has been shewing us how to come there.  We
have seen the wonder of the grace of Gor in the
shedding of the Blood 1o purchase for us this
deliveranee, end we have been saying @ = Lord,
1 am going (o enter this Jand which Thon hast
xet before me: 1 am out, by Thy grace, to
possess it for Thy glory ; amd particularly
when the Lord says again and again ©* 1 will,”
it is very casy to say ° Lord, 1 am coming.”
But in practice it is not just as easy as it sounds,
for there are ominous references in our chapter
to the enemy nations that have to be dis-

-

M

possessed, and  these demand our  serious
consideration,
Possession is by Faith.

You will notice the Lord says more than
once : T will drive out,” but finally, verse 31
" thou shalt drive them out.” e have
the same thing in the Book of Deuteronomy
ii. 31: 1 have begun to deliver...... hegin to
possess.”” L have started a process of driving
out, you begin to take advantage of it.” 1t is
very clear, one hardly needs to stress it, that
possession of the Lord’s promised heritage for
us is on the basis of appropriating faith exer-
cised towards the Lord and His promises by the
people to whom the promises ave made.  Fvery
Dlessing  with  which we are blessed in the
heavenlies is ours, freely given, but upon the
basis of co-operating faithy  God says He will-
do, we say we will have, but God says: * The
condition of your possession is that you co-
operate by faith with Me.” T will drive them
out......Ye¢ shall drive them out.” Al then to
strengthen the point, the Lord in the beginning
says He will send an angel to bring them into
the land (verse 20),

Yon are coming into the possession that is in
Christ for you by the will of God:-but He is
going Lo bring yvou in unto the Amorite and to
all the rest of those nations that contest the
possession of the land, and the thing 1 want to
stress is this: while we have been seeing the
vision the Lord has been setting before us, and
have been saying in our hearts:  Yes, Lord,
I am going in, 1 am ont for that.,” entering in
to possess that which God ofters in Christ means
Lo be hrought in unto the Amorite and the rest
of those nations who are set in enmity to Christ
Himsell and against those who would enter into
His fulness,

Possession is Withstood.

The Adversary is peesistently set by any
means to rob Gol's people of their inheritance
in Christ.  So the Lord makes it abundantly
clear that to possess Christ, to come into o
living, personal, inward realisation and ex-
pericnee of Ilim, is to come into the realm
where we face persistent and malignant enmity,
and to win through to IHis fulness is to over;
come that which is determinedly in opposition
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to us. My desire is that none of us should go
away from this conference under the delusion
that it is all plin =ailing. 1 am sure of the
emphasis of the Lovrd in my own heart at this
time, and I feel He would have us take serious
note of it.

There have Leen many of us in this week-end
who, in the light of what CGod has heen saving
to us, have had our own personal, seeret lives
touched here and there, things have come up
in our minds and we have said @ Yes, what the
Lord has said touches that matter, evidently
He ix speaking to me about so-and-so; 1 will
deal with that.”  I{ you are going in cbedience
to the Lord to put into operatien the word He
has said to you about that thing it is going to be
withstood, and you have got to press throngh
to do it. It will not «imply happen. The
thing you feel the Lord wants you to put vight,
you will find evervthing st against your adjust-
ment of it.  The Lord may have spoken to you
about a link with a system which is against
Him. Tho breaking of that link will not just
happen. You will find that although you
determine to Jet something be no longer found
in your life and practice y'ou are not going to
get rid of it casily. You may have felt that
from this time you will have o closer walk with
Him, you will give more time td Jife in the Most
Holy place instead of being occupied with out-
ward things, you will spend more time with the
Lord. It will not just happen. You will have
to stand in all the power of Calvary, beeause
- against that thing in Christ on which your
heart is sct there are ranged seven nations
greater than yourself.

Possession Forfeited by Fear.

Now all this sounds terribly discouraging
at the end of a conference when you have made
up your mind that hencetorth things were
geing to be so difierert. But we cannot afford
to be blind to facts, and there is one solemn
point I want to press home. You would
suppose after words like these in Exodus,
addressed by God to o people, and their re.
sponse Al the words which the Lord hath
spoken will we do,” and n fow verses Inter,
“We will he oledient ” (Tix. xxiv. 3 & 7)—
you would expeet to rewd after that, that
nothing could daunt these people. These
words were spoken in Horels, but ut the very
beginning of the Book of Leuteronomy: with its
recapitulation, many years later, of all the
wilderness  wanderings, we read this (Deut.
2 & B T s elreen deys’ journey {from

Hareb...... mto Kadesh-Darnea. And it. came
to pass in the forticth year...... that Moses spake
unto the children of Isracl...... " What is the

point of this scemingly  irrelevant reference
to the eleven days’ journey T Jt does not heip
forward the narrative, and why put it in at all ?
The next words explain @ ““ In the forticth year
...... " LEleven days’ journey from the place
where God made that promise to the point
where the land of promise was roached, and
now it is the forticth yvear and they are still
outside. A tragedy ! That is my message {o
yvou to-night.,  They needed to talie cleven days
jommed: to possess the promise and after forty
years they still had not possessed it. I do not
need to remind you what it was that prevented
the possession of that land, what it was that
cansed cleven daye to grow into forty years.
You kunow what it was. They reached the
lorder of the Jand conceerning which God had
given the heartening promises recorded in
Y¥xodus xxiii., including the many “ 1 wills.”
But having reachied the edge of the land they
looked in, and that which they saw was more
Jresent to their consciousness than the word
Giod had spoken, and eleven days Léeame forty
yvears, on the sole ground that they feared the
nations that were there before them, It s
amongst the greatest tragedies in scriptural
history: and it represents the biggest and most
solemn challenge ta & yeople sich as we are
at the end of a time like this. It is possible
that the things God has said to us which might
take us eleven days to realise, through fear may
take us forty years ; and remember, the whole
generation, with the exception of two men, .
failed to enter in, because of wnbelief.  (This is
the word the Lord uses in relation to their fear.)
1t was ancther generation that went in. T want
dear friends, with all the sympathetic fellow-
ship that is possilile, but in the mest carnest
way, to bring Lefore you this, that the thing
that you have seen, the thing which now as we
speak yvou recognise to Le God's objective for
you—the enjoyment now of a heavenly life in
fellowship with Him on the basis of the Cross—
it is possible that the very thing itsell may
never come into your grasp, for according to the
cxample of this word y ou may lose it all through
that enemy called fear..  Fear of what you see,
what you anticipale may be the cost ; fear of
what your natural eyes take into account
instend of your spiritual cyes taking note of
Him Who sits upon the Throne. I want to
plead to-night that before we leave this hall we
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shall in a most definite and deliberate way look
to the Lord in relation to every matter that He
has been saying to us, upon which He may have
been dealing with us, touching our hearts, that
we shall not go away with merely a good
fesslivs—" Yes, I will do that "—but recogilse
that te put that inte practiee and stand inte
the geed of all that we have seen demands an
attitude ot co-apauction with Ged in persistent,
vietorious, overcoming faith that refuses to be
daunted and will not lei go. You say, how
may I obtain such faith { Moses told the
people before the) entered into the land that the
nations would be great and the cities would be
high and walled, and gianzs would be there, but
exhorted : * Remember what the Lord thy God
did unto Pharaoh ” (Dent. vii.. 18). I would
say in the Lord’s Name to you this evening :
* Remember what Christ did in His Cross
when He stripped off principalities and powers
making a show of them openly. Remember
in the hour of your trial what Calvary means,
remember that Jesus Christ is seated at the
right hand of God and has met the power of
that enemy you see in front of you, and over-
thrown every bit of that against whiech you fear
{ou may be sef.” Whaiewer there may be
efore you, and however great the diffieulties
you . foreses, our blessed Lerd in His een-
eonguest at Calvary has evereeme it all in
your behalf, and new H= eemies te yeu =nd
SaYS: 1 aMe @iden, IREh 1 frsarss.” Amd
§6 whefl, after ferty vears, the Lerd gets His
?eam by experience £8 a knewdedge of Himself
hat Eheir predeeessors never fad. HR again and
again in Deuterenemy- reminds them threugh
eses of the giants and the walled eities, and all
that God has dene, and says : *~ Wui ¥R going
over to possess nations grester than yeurselves
=be strong and of a goed ceurage.” I believe
that is the Word of the L« ¥d to us. * Be streng
and very ceumgeiss™ Take fnete eof ¢he
terims. He dees net say *~1 willl make o
strong,” He says e string.” and - Hee Wy
ceuragesus:” And ever adainst this aireet
command stands the trade &Jle.ss"ﬂbﬂﬂﬁ that we
may- fail, as they of eld failed, threugh the same
exampR of unbelief=am awful g ssioilify thas
a peaple of Ged may miss that whith He
pH d for them.
Courage comes by Calvary.

Ome: would speak with tender umderstending,
for I know how much the Lord and I, and it
may be others, have lost at times through my
own lack of moral courage in the things of the

Lord, and I have cried to the Lord about it.
I think some of vou have cried to the Lord
about your own conscious timidity and fearful-
ness, and nothing has happened ; you are fearful
and afraid, daring not to take a certain position
In relation to something of the Lord. I think
the Lord would say te you what He has said te
e, that if yeu are geing te inherit the land yeu
must be strong. He dees not say Ho will make
you strong, for once and for all in tliec Cross of
the Lord Jesus He has provided a source of
strength and courage upom which you may
draw by faith—a new and living way between
your heart and God's Clirist in the Throne, and
the very'power and courage of that mighty heart
of 1lis that faced death in its terrors and went
in unafraid, the very elements of His character,
may be received by that way into your own
heart. You are weak in yowrself but it is for
you to come in and possess this land. The
courage of Christ will not simply drop into your
heart as rain comes from heaven. The courago
of Christ will come into your heart as you by
faith in Him draw it from Him. You get
courage and boldhass in just the same way
that you got any other thing in Christ, you get
it by taking Him by faith to be that in yeu.
Se Ged is justified when He says " Be strong.”
It is a gracious command whieh is rather a
Fomise than anything else. * I have dene all
nat is needful fer your emaneipation, fer yeur
victorieus equipment in this battle ; take what
I have given yeu.” Oetrage, beldirss, vietery
=Cheist Jesus is made unte us all this. Faith
that appropiiaies Him. is the vietory that ever:
E6Mes.

Do you notice in this passage the Lord is
spledking in advance of something He knew
would happen ? He knew the children of
Israel at Kadhsii-Banesm were going to fail
through fear, yet He is speaking to them, giving
wonderful promises, not hinting at their failure.
(dod is speaking in the light of something He
knew lay ahead. that in the event of failure
through fear the moral regpondibility might
clearly rest upom those who thus doubted His
Word. [ believe that to-day He is gpedking
to us in advance of situations which are going
to arise, and through whieh we shall only ceme
trivmphantly as we lay hold of the eourage of
Christ te take us through. Many af eur
bretheen in Christ who already have passed
theough fires of persecution and tribulation
have gloriously come through by faith in their *
Risen Lord. We do not know the kind of
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expericnce that lies before us, but we do
know that to go through will demand some-
thing more than our own natural courage.
It will demand boldness which is not ours but
His, and He offers it to us. He stretches out
His hand and offers us the faith to overcome.
He oflers to you as in Christ, by way of that
Cross, all that you will need to face that pro.
blem which you are going home with. You
need not break down when it comes to the test.
I do not know what the Lord is sayving in yvour
heart, but I feel the necessily of strongly
urging that this matter of courage and fearful.
ness be faced, and the Lord does not speak like
this in the midst of a company without an
ohjective.
The Enemy has already been Overcome.

Tt may be some are thinking of what will
be demanded if they take such and such a
course,  Are there not some who are seceing
the tremendous uphceaving that will result
from their yielding to the Lord, simply fol-
lowing o line of light He is giving them ?
Take holl of this word as your way through.
There never was a giant that could over face
you that has not been met by Him in that
Cross, The enmity you are going to mect in the
realm of your Christian associations as you take
a step that will not be understood, the bitterness
of opposition, and the losing of friendships—
the power of that lifoe that comes from the
Risen Lord in glory into your feeble heart,
the mighty power of God Himself, will he
enough to meet every giant in the Jand and Lo
slay and destroy it. However great the cities
and however high their walls, youn can overcome.
Watch Joshua, the man to whom God said:
“Be strong and very courageous.” He goes
round Jericho with the Ark of the Lord, that
which speaks of the triumphant Christ fir the
midst. " In nothing afirighted by the ad-
versaries.”  (Phil, i, 28)—Joshun went  in
undaunted, How  unlike Kadesh-Barnea s
thix! It is true that Joshun sent over his two

spics to Jericho as Israel sent the twelve into

But what o contrast there
was in the background ! Joshna sent in to
discover low he should enter the land: at
Kadesh-Barnea  Isracl sent  in to  discover
whether  they  should  enter. A tremendous
difference ! Those who failed sent in their
spies without any' asswrance of victory, to sce
whether they could overcome, and were assured
they couldnot ! Joushua had already triumphed
in spirit before he sent the spies over ! What o

the Land previously,

57

lesson for us! Beloved, the Lord in His Cross
has already trinmphed, and we have trinmphed
i Ilim ! Shall we not then face the problems
hefore us not as matters still to bo dealt with
so far as thoe issuc of victory or defeat is con-
cerned, but as alreacy scttled gloriously in His
once-for-all victory ? Let me urge you again—
before you go back home with your difficulty,
take from Him by faith grace to face it cour-
ageously, not in the attitude: ““Shall I go
through with it 2?7 but ** Lord, in spirit I am
through, this thing is met and accomplished
in your Cross. Lead me in your victory.”
And ghus with couriwege which is not yours by
nature, but His, and which becomes yours by
appropriating faith, you will face out the pro-
Blem before you, however severe, and inevitably
teiumph in Him! Oh, what a gospel this is
for the faint-hearted! And what s tragedy
thut the Lord should he robbed by the very
people that love Him, who instead of going
into the land in strong faith in Him, saying
‘“ Lord, you nmust shew me the way, but 1 am
already in, in spirit,”” they who know His will
stand on the brink and say : ‘“ Shall I or shalt
Inot ?”" Fear has robbed God many a time.
Beloved, you may be God’s way into & situa-
tion, into a country, God's link to a nation:
you may be the one God wants to move into a
situation which has until now withstood Him.
“Come with Me,” He would say to you, “it
will cost, it will mcan the letting go of many
things, but come with Me and you shall cause
this people to inherit the land.”  This was the
responsibility upon Joshua.  Beloved, obedience.
to the Lord in the matter about which He has
spoken to you may mean thoe inheriting of un-
told bleseing to & multitude of other souls, ok
you may shut the door. Do you sce your
responsibility, and faith’s way of victory £

Love will Trinmph, Love will Dare.

One final word. This whole matter is one
of the heart’s attitude to our Lord who loved us
and gave Himself for us.  Fear is unbelief, and
unbelief is sin, for it iy the very opposite of
trust in the Lovd. ' Because he hath set his
love upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him ™ is
His promise to cach one of us. Do we fear to
obey Him 7 Then let us seck a deeper love for
Him, for * perfect love casteth out fear™;
and then going forward with Him, though into
the very teeth of antagenism and difficulty, we
shall be able to say in the words of the hymn
that we delight o much to sing :
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I need not fear to trust Thee,
Thy love and skill are such, -
New lessons Thou wilt teach me,
While vielding to Thy touch.
And with a fresh, grateful appropriation of
all that His Cross mcans for us of emancipation

througlh death in the power of His resurrection,
the language of our hearts will he :

Benil e, olt, bend me to Thy will,
While in lh\ hand I'm lying still,

-~

G. D

The Lord’s Assembly

Its Constitution and Nature

A Conference Message as Spoken.

ReapiNG : Exodus xxxv. 1-xI. 38

I tuixg first of all for the Bible Students I
would like to say a few gencral things about
these five chapters by way “of giving vou a basis
for study, Therc are five things that can be
said about thesc chapters.

First of all they are a comprchensive repre-
sentation of Christ as tabernacling among us.

Secondly, they are a detailed definition of
the testimony of Jesus.

Thirdly, they are a typical setting forth of
the Body of Christ, the Church, in (1) its objeet ;
(2) its nature ; (3) its ministry.

Fourthly, they arc o most valuable disclosure
of the sp:rltual principles of the life and service
of the people of God.

Fifthly, they are o COIlllJll.tC‘ embodiment of
Christian doctrine.

Now that is fairly comprehensive. While I
have no thought of going into all that here, we
shall be touching it in a general way.

We come to chapter xxxv. DBut before we
can deal with the eontent of these chaplers we
must remind ourselves of the background and
main setting, and the ultimate thing which is
in view, and that can be stated in this way-.
What we have here is one of those breakings
into this world of the God of glory. God has
broken into this world at different intervais in
its history and this is once of those breakings in
of the Goi of glory. You read back imme-
diately before this and yon have God descending
from the heavens, breaking through to the
mount and meeting His servant there at a place
mid-way Dbetween heaven and carth with a
purpose concerning this world. The glory of
the God of Isracl fell upon Moses and he brought
it down out of the Divine presence into this

world, and it was reflected in his face as the
mediator between CGod and man. Then the
purpose of that hreaking through and breaking
in of the Gol of glory was unto the sebting up, or
constituting of a vessel for His tc.stnnon} That
there should be here that whicl: according to His
own mind was for Him the instrument of His
self-manifestation, and typically it was in Christ.
It was to be in effeet God here manifesting
Himself in His heavenly power and glory
amongst the nations, registering in the carth
His own sovereign supremacy. Now that is
the setting of all this and brings us back to the
whole theme of this conference, the testimony
and its vessel. With that Lackground elearly
before us we aro able to come to this section
of the book from chapter xxxv. Here the
mediator of the Divine glovy is before the people
with that glory shining forth from his counte-
nance, and we listen to his first utberances.
I am quite sure that your minds have already
leaped on to another dispensation, and you
are in 2 Corinthians iii. and iv., the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Clirist shining in our
bearts, and we have this ministry. I mention
it to remind you of the link and to indicate
immediately: what it is we arve after.

The Assembly Constitgte&i upon the Sabbath of

oi.

Now the first utterances of the mediator
upon whom rests the glory of God: ** And
Moses assembled all the congregation of the
chilidren of Israel, and said unto them, These
are the words which Jehovah hath commanded,
that ye should do them. Six days shall work
be done ; but on the seventh day there shall be
to you a holy day, a sabbath of solemn rest to
Jehovah @ \\hosocvw docth any work therein
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shall be put to death. Yo shall kindle no fire
throughout your habitations upon the sabbath
day.” Be reminded again of what is in view,
o vessel for the testimony, the heavenly testi-
mony of God in Christ. That is going to be
constituted, constructed ; and the first words
~which lead up to the constituting relate to the
Subbath, and that earries with it o very great
and important truth, that the Sabbath is the
ground upon which the tent of mecting will be
constrneted. That is the ground upen which
it can be construeted, and the only ground upon
which it ean Dbe constructed, beecause that
Sabbath represents the end of the works of
God and the entering by man into the finished
works of God, and only' a man of rest can build
the House of (lod. Solomon was a man of
peace, or rest, and because he was such he
could bLuild the House. His father David,
having been a man of war, was forbidden on
that ground to build. The vessel of the testi-
mony can only be constituted on the ground
and principle that those who have a part in it
have come definitely and finally to rest in the
perfected works of Glod.,

We have been sceing in these gatherings that
the trstimony and its instrument have a
specific relationship to the whole kingdom of
hostile forces, principalitics and powers and
world-rulers of this r}a.rkness, and so on, and
that in that realm the cstablishing or mnain-
tenance of the testimony represents terrific
conflict, warfare, wrestling, and the only hope
of the triumph of the testimony, the coming
through to finality of the instrument of the
testimony, is that before ever it enters into the
conflict it has the victory in hand, it is at rest
in tho perfecet assurance that tho end has
alrcady been secured.

Uncertainty, A Satanic Strategy.

We have covered ground like that many
times here but it has not been covered too
often, I do not know that it can be covered too
often. One of the cnemy’s most successful
activitics against the testimony and its vessel
is to bring about uncertainty, unrest, and a
lack of assurance as to relationship to the Lord,
and as to the Lord’s relationship to them. In
many ways he seeks to create that state, that
condition ; introspection, sclf-unalysis, scell-
judgment, self-occupation, the accusations of
tho enemy, the bringing of feelings and impres-
sions to bear upon one’s soul, the wrapping
round of the mind with blankets of uncertainty
and doubt and questionings; all manner of

nieans are used to break in upon the restful,
confulent, assurance of faith in relation to the
Jord; Dby fears and forebodings; and mark
vou, beloved, there is nothing which will
paralyse the Lord’s servants so quickly and
so utterly as fear. In this conncction the
Apostle would say to us: “And in noth-
ing alfrighted by the adversaries.”  The
Adversary would get us affrighted, and if he
does that we are paralysed, we are helpless, it
nteans that we have lost the Sabbath. The
Sabbath in principle is a spiritual state, not a
period of time, a spiritytal state into which wo
have eitered, a stale of restful assurance that
God has reached the end of all His works and
has nothing more to do, has securcd finality in
Himsclf and in His Son, and it is o matlicr of the
apprehension of the eompletencss of Calvary's
work whielt brings rest, assurance; and you
cannot fight and yout eannot build until you
come there. Teople who have not come there
arc uscless as vesscls of the testimony. Now
if we are always fretful and worried and agi-
tated and restless and concerned about our
spiritual life, about our aceéptance, our standing,
our fellowship, and the Lord’s attitude toward
us, and there is a state of disturbance in our
spirit, well, we cannot touch this building, we
have no place in the constituting of this vessel :
we must come there first.

That is somcthing to immediately lead us to
oxcreise before the Lord; and so it is simply
that the mediator with the light of the glory
of God upon his fuee, speaks first of all in
relation to the sctting up of this vessel of the
testimony about the Sabbath.

Man’s Natural Interests Cease on the Sabbath.

Did it strike you as strange that one thing
about the Sabbath was emphasised 7 Blsewhere
you may have many other things said about the
prohibitions of the Sabbath, but enly one is men-
tioned here.  * Yeshall kindle no tire throughout
your habitations upon the Sabbath day.” It
is tho only once. The Holy Spirit, of course,
knows exactly what lle means and what He is
doing when He singles out a thing like that and
makes it the only thing in relation to the
Subbath. What does the Holy Spirit intend
to say by that ? As far as 1 can see (I will be
glad if you can help me with more light, doult-
less you can) that kindling of fire in the habita-
tions represents looking after your own comfort.
It is the personal, natural interests, comforts
and pleasures which are represented by that,
and what the Holy Spirit says here is, that if
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you are going to constitute the vessel, build the
tent of meeting, the Sabbath means for you an
end of all personal, natural interests, the
setting aside of self-consideration. I look
elsewhere in the Seripturc to sce if I am borne
out by the Word of God and 1 think undoub-
tedly I am borne out by the Word in Is. lviii. 13 :
* If thou turn away thy foot from the Sahbath,
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day ; and
call the Sabbath a delight. and the holy of
Jehovah honorable ; and shalt honor it, not
doing fhine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words ; then
shalt thou delight thyself in Jehovah: and 1
will make thee to ride upon the high places of
the carth ; and [/ will feed thee with the heritage
of Jacob thy father : for the mouth of Jehovah
hath spoken it.” We are borne out are we not ?
To know what spiritual ascendeney is in the
testimony, to be on the high places, the uplands,
moral elevation, the places above only and not
beneath, means first of all we have to enter into
God's rest in His completed work and then
cease from our own personal, selfish interests
and pleasures.  Sclf goes out on the Sabbath,
That is simple enough, but it is & principle basic
to all that follows in the testimony and its
vessel. It means that our labours and our selt-
interest are ended in Christ’s mediatorial work,
and that tabernacle service demands rest
Godward. So we sce the significance of these
first utterances of Moses.
The Assembly is for God's Pleasure.

Now we go on in the chapter and wo see what
a fine state of things prevailed here. The whole
assembly is moved in response to God's pleasure.
If you like, run your bluc pencil underneath
the constantly recurrent words and see the
willing-heartedness  here, two things going
together, a willing heart and a wise heart. 1
am tremendously impressed with the recurrence
of that word * willing.” A willing heart, a
willing spirit, everyone whose heart made him
willing, everyone whose spirit stirved him up;
they are all moving in responsc to Goil’s plea-
sure, for everything here is unto the Lord. The
Lord has made known what He would desire
and you must notice that it is not a commal
from the Lord that is here. In another place
the Lord commands to bring the oiferings;
offerings are commanded because when it is a
matter of sacrifices there is no fellowship with
God without, and therefore it is a matter of
command and demand, and thy Lord com-
mands that they should be brouglit ; but here

you aro setting up a vossel for the testimony
which is something for God's pleasure, God's
Leart satisfaction, and the Lord does not
command that these things be brought, He
simply says: *“ Whosoover is of a willing heart,
let him bring...... ”  This is voluntary ac-
tivity for the pleasure of God, and it is that
which gives character to this whole thing. The
heauty of it all is that there is a spontancous
movement of all hearts for God's pleasure. 1t
is a heart movement. Now I think we shall
have to recover this feature in relation to the
testimony of the Lord Jesus and onr being
vessels. [ am afraid we have regavded it as
somewhat oncrous to be vessels of the testi-
mony, something imposed upon us, semething
required of us which is a demand so diflicult to
meet ; a requirement so hard for us to respond
to; and we vessels of the testiinony go about
so often with faces as though we were carrying
the weight of the universe upon our shoulders
because we arc in this testimony, because the
testimony’ is entrusted to us and deposited in
us., I may be jnst as guilty as anybody else
of that failure, and so I need talking to as much,
as or more than anyone else, and L am being
talkedd to here—and allowing myself to he
thovoughly dressed down, 1 feel perfoctly at
liberty to press this upon you !

When we think of the Apostle Paul of whom

we have been speaking earlier in the day, as the
representative vessel of the testimony, well,
with onc exeeption, no one who has ever bhorne
the testimony had to pay w higher price than
he did. It has cost no one more than it cost
him, but it is marvellous how even at the ead,
writing from his prison in Rome, where, lLeing
looked at from the outside, people might have
said : “ Poor old Paul, his work is done ™ ; le
is sending out : ** Rejoice in the Lord always:
again I will say, Rejoice.” That Philippian
letter throbs with joy, and shall we not say that
that was the testimony. The power of the
testimony is in that: * As sorrowful, yet
alwnys rejoicing ”’ : *° Rejoicing in hope ; puticnt
in tribulation ; continuing instantly in prayer.”
We may not be there, beloved, but we are here
to-night to try and help one another in these
matters, and it is the heart response to the
Lord’s pleasure which will give the testimony so
much power. This is to the Lord’s pleasure,
and it becomes a heart matter with us.  Ob,
that the Lord would just put more of this spirit
into us, into me, where things are more fully
and continuously looked at in the light of the
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Lord’s pleasure, and everything is done out of a
heart which responds to the pleasme of the
Lord. The doing of the will of (Jod by the Lord
Jesus was a thing which cost Him intense
anguish, it meant terrific conflict, a wrestling
and resisfing unto blood, and yet He mmawus:
“1 delight to de thy will, 0 my Ged.” Two
things golng tegether all the time, a conscious-
ness of the eest, the suffering, pain, @nguish,
and yet because it is unte the Lord's satisfae-
tien, something very mweh is in the natwie of
joy in siiffering: And if there is that .APprehen:
sien of the Lord's delight it takes a gopd deal
of the sting et ef the suifering:

These peoplle were going to be called upom to
produce all sorts of precious things. That is,
this was going to leafl to their bringing of that
which meant their foregoing, their sacrificing
that which perhaps to them naturally would be
precious. But anything in the nature of yield-
ing, sacrificing, giving and letting go was
deprived of regret or pain or pang by the very
fact that they were respondimg in heart to tlic
Lord’s picasure. It was unto the Lord's

leasure. Now without adding words to’ this,
et us ask the Lord to give us a greater delight
in His testimony, a greater joy In bearing the
testinuoyy, though it bo at great cost. We
must pray for mere joy even in the midst of
suffeving, for that is the testimony. Well, it
was the hoart respomse to the Lord’s pleasure.
Love Produces the Materials.

Then the third thing. Wihen the heart
was moved they found all that was necessary
andl required. I can imagine that when all the
requirements had been outlined by Moses,
the gold and the silver and the brass, the precious
stones, the various materials, if these people
had had no heart-respomse to the Lord and His
pleasure, they might well have doubt as to
whether they had got any of tiese things, and
iou would have heard them sajiing : “ 1 de net

now whether | have get any of these things
at all ™ ; 1 am not sure that J can ANSWer
to these reguiremarnss™; “J1 do net think
that 1 can do anything in this matter.” They
would perhags not have known what they had
got, and if they had got it they would have
forgotten all about it, or it would have been
somewhete where they could -not find it!
You see what I am getting at ? But because
the heart was in this thing they had all that was
necessary. All the material was preduced from
the affections. It is weonderful, beleved, what
we ean diseover that we have In the Lord Jesus

&

when our hearts are aglow for Him andl for the
Father’s satisfaction. I mean those people
who really have a heart devotion to, ami delight
in the Lord, arc always discovering treasures
which they are bringing out all the time for tho
satisfaction of the Lord. And people whoso
hearts are eeld never bring out any of these
tieasuies ; they de net know that thev have
get thei. To tlie Corinthiai the wstie sald :
In everything ye were enriched in him,”
but it takes love te diseever that, what these
fiehes are ; lave for the Lord. You will net,
in the time of wership, have te seeur threugh
Your Bibie £ find seie passage ef Scriptute
that will suit the sceasion 8 he ‘X‘?‘HE e8REHbBY-
t ?-. IT YOUF NEart 3 aglow 8°the EoFd Yo
WAL Raye SOmething sponensauss 8 Bifer in the
BuE 8f war.éﬁw; aNd if YOur Neart 18 agiaw 18
W e
§

{k\% £8Fd You ) ’?‘F fat ¥'8'R aFe HERer

i Spifidyal @Wﬁm than YeH t BH&M Y6H

é{l&rg Cand you will always hdve semething i8
The Features of Christ.

You see everything here of these various
and numenouss thimgs mentionedl were related to
tho Lord Jesus in type, fur there can be nothing
to tho satisfaction of (Jod apart from the Lord
Jesus. They all were different phases and
aspects of Christt; gold, silver, brass and fine
linen, all these thimgs were types of some
aspects of Christ in His person and work, and
people discover those thimgs becamse of their
heart-ndtetionship to the Lord’s pleasure; amd
our heart-reltetionship to the Lord will he our
means of discovering what we have of Christ
and in Christ, and we will be constantly making
these discoveries. You find the person whe
Is just full of love for the Lord, whese heart Is
bufning and throbbing with love for the Lord,
they have always got te tell {ou someshing
about the pieciousines of the Lord, they are
always seeing the glory ef their Lord from a
different ai\@% and giving you a differant faeet.
Pe%ile; whese hearts are not 5o aglow with ¢he
Lot have net mueh to say akout Him and
eannot give very much. You seg tlic gﬂn@lple,
it was all produced, it all came, and we are
told they brought moie than was required and
they had to stop the bringig! We have net
reached that stage yet. The Lord make that
szmbolism a speedy realisetion. But you see
the pessibilities ef delighting in the Lord. OR,
how it makes the testieny grew. This is ¢£he
testimeny. Before there eah be any eutward
expressien there must be an inward relatienship.
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All outward ministry must be the result of an
inward state with the Lord. And it is a great
thing, beloved, a great thing to have our ministry
as the spontanewiss expression of our persomal
delight In the Lord. That earries weight, that
is the testimeny .

Now the fact is that every child of God has
got all in Christ that they can have. 1t is true
of all children of God as it was true of tho
Corinthiams that “ in everything...... enriched
in him"” but it wants love to discover it;
heart devotion to the Lord to hud out that it is
$0. 8o let us ask the Lord to increase with our
joy, our love for Himself.

The fourth thing. The assembly and the
testimony arc constiituted by the heart product
of Christ. That is, all this that now conies into
being and is set up on the earth is just the
accumulatiom, the bringing together of the
individual heart exercises in the appreciation
of the Lord Jesus, and that defines what God's
assembly is. What is the assembly ? 1t is
not just a congregation, it is not just the eaming
together of people for services, meetings, con-
ferences, public worship and so on. The @ssem-
bly is the bringing together on the part of a
compamy of the Lord’s people, of the features
of the Lord Jesus so that as the: Father looks
down He sees His Son befeatured by that com-
pany. This one has brought the gold, and that
one the silver, and another the brass, amother
the fine linen, and another the blue, mnother
the scarlet, another the purple, and each one
has brought their own apprehemsiom and appre-
ciation of the Lord Jesus, and these things
being put together constitute the memamibly,
and the Father looks down and sees the $an;
that is the testimony of Jesus in the earth.
That is Christ tabernacling amamgst us. That
is the tent of meeting, and what the Lord is
looking for is Christ as represented by the
assemblirs of His people. That is the nature
of the assembly. And the Leord is working to
that. As we follow on the Lord leads eut in
exercise, spiritual anel secret exercise Unto that
end, and the thim%s that the Lord is eausing us
to be exercised abeut In eur private; persenal,
seeret life and histery is that we might discover
the virtues and the valwrs of His Sen, and
having made these disceveries, wWhen we eeine
together with ether ehildren of God we speak
together and sing tegether about the gleries of
Clirist as things Which have eome up in 6HF owil
life experimeiitally and livingly, and we beceme
a ive and eerperate represaitation of
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thoie glorie i which are living realities to us, @and
all the exercise, which the Lord brings atbout in
our lives individually and searetly, is in order
that we may make discoveries about Christ.

So they go back to their tents ; see tho soouring
of these tents for these things, sec the exercise.
And then they all come together and as the
result of their exercise apart, in searet, they
have brought some feature of Christ and all
those features put together represemt Christ as
a whole. They all have some part of Him
which, being added to the other parts makes a
whole Christ, and that is the wmsseniblly.

The Mutual Love and Cooperation of the Saints.

Fifthly, they all co-operate in varied con-
tributions and exercises, that is, they all worked
to make their part a part of someone else's.
They worked in relation to the rest. Not all
could bring gold, not all could bring silver, not
all could bring brass, but these things all had
to be related to the other, and so the spirit of
co-sparction was there. And mark you, even
a Bezaleel, who was especinlly anointed @and
filled with the Hely Spirit unto all this, eewld
ot have made what was neecessary for the tent
of meeting if there had not been that personal,
individual, secret activitty on the part of each
one. If the women, for instamee, had net doue
the spinning and the weaving all the filling of
the Holy Splrit of Beralleel would have been in
vain. The Hoely Spirit Himself depends wpen
each one co-operneting toward the end. And
speaking of the wemen whe did the sypimiing
and the weaving, one might just say that
spinning and weaving means bringing things
together and binding them together. It is so
easy to tear things apart, to put things @awider
and have shreds. We ean do it bv eur talk,
eur flippant or careless talk, Dy letting eur
tengurRS FUR away With us, Dy gessip, by éFiti:
Gism, that perenfial *but™: “Bhe is &
awfully good soul—but...... ”: ™ He is a fine
fellow—iutt...... "5 Y Yass, e iis ging an with
the Lord--but......... ” We arc all guilty of
that. Now the women did the spinning and
weaving. )l am not specially laying these
chatges at the door of the women, but jou see
I am only saying it by way of illustiretion. 1t
Is bringing together, it is constructive werk in
relation to everything else in this testimony.
And how strange it is that so many of us who
arg In the same testimony, paying the same
price, going through the same sufferings, find
It so easy to criticise one another, and weaken
the testimony by strains iii our relationships.
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{t is strange, isn't it ? But it is true. It must
be positively constructive in co-mparstion with
all the others, toward one end. Tho Holy
Spirit Himself cannot do this work and perfect
this testimony only as each one takes persomal
and individual responsibility and works toward

the common end of God, the manifestation and
glorifying of the Lord Jesus.

The Lord just lay that on our hearts and
may wc be better instruments of the testiimony
for His glory.

T. A.-S.

A Missionary's Balance Sheet

BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 198-.

Debit.

1. Weakness.

1. Weakness.
Wisdom neceded.

2. Wisdom needed.
3. Not mighty.

8. Not mighty.
4. Fearful.

6. Lonely.

G. In the midst of anemies.

7. Mamy needs.

ToraL UNABLE.

(vadllt,
“ Mv strangth is made perfectt in weakiusss *—
2 Cor. xiii. ).

* Christt Jesus...... of God is made unto us wiistbom’*
—1 Cor. i. 30.

" Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit
saith the Lord of Hosts."—Zécdh. iv. G.

“Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me’'—
—@%salm xxiii. 4.

* Lo, 1L am with you alwuey.’*—Matt, xxviii 20.

*Thou preparcst a table for me in the presence
of my enemies.”—H3s. xxiii. 5.

“Mv God shall supply all your need mezundiing
to His riches’—Phil. iv. 19.
“ God Whom we sexrvo is able."”— Dan. iv. 17.

Balanme: brought forward.

* Exceeding abundantly above.™

HALLELUIAH !

*] can excuse his Dogmafasm and Jiis
Prejudizes ; but he throws about rather too

and yet it carried truth. What did it matter
if we were noughts ? It was for the Lord our

much of what some Frenchmem call “Ilko God to write the figure to head that row of

Ksscnco of But." In plain Emglish, he seems
to have something to except in every man’s
character.’

““ 0o yom know et ginl 27 @nily to talk
about.” The Essence of But is distilled death :
it carries the chill of deetin’

“ But fear can hamstring the soul. And
presantly fear crept up, and a devastating sense
of unfitmess and insufficiency, and I saw our
tiny compamy strung out like a little row of
noughts on a sheet of paper. But “ Thou art
worth ten thousand of us"—an iintdieguate
éomparison, fitting the earthly David, Iethos
as applied to the Lion of the tribe of Judah,

noughts. He Himself was the Figure. And
wo saw our calling, hew that we were truly of
no account (* like te a shell dishabited ') that
no flesh should glory in His presanae’

From * Gold Cord.’

NEW BOOKLETS

*The Cemtrality and Supremacy of the Lord
Jesus Christ." Price Gd:

¢ Captivity in the Lord.’ Price Il
‘The Blood, the Cross, and the Name of the
Lord Jesus.” Price 2
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Fellowship

Its basis and some of its outworkings

ScRIPTURES : Psalms exxxii. and exxxiii.
1 Johni. 7.
Hebrews x, 24-25,

Tur Lord has been speaking in one’s heart
in these last hours on the subject of Fellowship,
as it is expressed in the passages of Seripture
read. This afternoon we shall consider this
subject in the light of the statement made in
1 John i, 7: “ If we walk in the light as Hoe is
in the light we have fellowship onc with
another,” linked with the exhortation which
comes in the passage from the Hebrew letter
to cultivate fellowship, and provide oppor-
tunitics for its expression, by the assembling
of ourselves together, by exhorting one another,
and so much the more to give attention to this
as wo see the end of the age drawing nigh, the
blessed day of the Lord's coming ™ So
much the more.” TFellowship is the charac-
teristic word of the Christian Asscmbly, the

------

quickly, and perhaps necessarily, passed.

characteristic feature of every true Assembly of -

God. There is a beautiful order in Psalm
oxxxii and Psalm cxxxiii. speaks of the Ark of
God coming to its rest in the House of God,
and then that lovely little Psalm follows, so
wonderfully descriptive of the subject before us.
“ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.” How
beautiful a thing is Christian togetherncss.
How swceet and blessed is fellowship among
brethren in the Holv Spirit. Rotherham
renders the first verse of Psalm exxxiii: ** Lo,
- how good, how delightful for bretlren to dwell
together, even as one.”

Is there any experivhee more completely
blessecdd on this earth than to come into a
Christian  Assembly where there iy absolute
unity in the Holy Spirit, this feature being
immediately recognised ! How beautiful it is.
How rare it is, yet how precious when found.
Well might the Psalmist say : “ It is like......
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for
there the Lord commanded the blessing, even
life for evermore.”

If there was one feature above another that
characterised «the New Testament Church it
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was fellowship, partnership, togetherness, co-
operation, one-ness.  The reason, largely, o
the power of the carly Churel was that it
understood  the seeret ol fellowship, ** And
they continned steadfastly in the Apostle's
doctrine and  fellowship “And all that he-
licwved  were  together, and had .all  things
common.”  'hey ** vontinued  steadfastly in
followship,”  they  persevered in o fellowship.
The primitive simplicity: of the ecarly Church
What
was true of a small company, in one city, could
not, in the nature of things, find the same form
of expression in the larger companies, and yet

the record of the first Chureh in Jorusaﬁnn

abides as a Dbeantiful picture of Christian

fellowship.

Now, what is Fellowship? T think we shall
get o good idea if T run over the words used in
our knglish Bible to translate the original
word,  Fellowship is the word most frequently
used ; but you have also, distribution, contribu.
tion, communication, communion. Xour times
it is rendered communion. You have it in
1 Cor. x. 16. The communion of the body and
blood of Christ. ‘' Communion™ is ** Fellow-
ship.” There are fow things more precious
than to gather round the Lord’s Table in
fellowship with Himself, and with one another,
and share mutually in the emblems of His Body
and His Blood. Read the passage in Cony-
bearc as given in his footnote : ** The cup of
blessing which we Dbless is it not a conumon
participation in the Blood of Christ ¥ The
bread which we break, is it not a common par-
ticipation in the DBody of Christ 2 Now |
want to take that phrase ™ common participa-
tion.”  That is Fellowship. Tt is something
we have in common.  We shall see as we pro-
ceed how neeessary it is to realise that fellowship
is o common participalicn.  Tf we walk in the
flight as He is in the light we enjoy o common
participation with one ancther.  DBut note the
conditional “if.” What is * walking in the
light as He is in the light 27 What does it -
mean ? There can ke no real experience of
fellowship save as we arc walking in the light
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of God. There is nothing that destroys the
basis of fellowship so quickly as an injection
of darkomss, however it may come. Light is
basic and vital for fellowship. The Apostle
John uses a strong expression when he writes :
“ If we walk in the ligitt as He is in tho ligghtt "
Dean Alford says: “ Walking in the light is mo
mere imitation of God, but it is an identity in
the essemtial element of our daily walk with the
essantial clement of God's eternal Being : not
imitation, but coincidyme: and identity of tho
very atmaspiiers: of life.” That Is, we have
come in experience to the recogmition of the
fast whieh is elsewheie stated in this very
chapter : " Geod 1s light, and in Mim is ne dark-
ness at all.””  Yes, it {s true that * Godl is leve,”
but first it 1s stated that " Ged is liglht.” In
His essential Belng, In His eharaetef, in His
natuie, Ged Is light, and if we are te enjoy the
bliss ef fellowship our walk must be in the light.
Oui daily habit and praetiee must be walking
in the light ef Geod, net in seme dim and distant
way but “‘ass Ho i iim glee light *’ ; Hesphgs im
the light deliberately ; bringing evefythlng to
the light : letting the hght shine and correeting
our walk by tho light of God. Ewery dark
thing, every doubtful thing, every shadow,
gvery grey thing, everything that is fet in
harmieny: With the white light ef the Eternal
Theene Nas t6 be put away fer * Geod is light

and in Him is e dariiess at all’ ~ If we
walts m the light a% He is i £08 light w8 have

‘“ vé?\ féﬁ?‘ Wifwﬁi}% i‘éf' ;’ ﬁ?@ggﬁg 88
e Rog o aup 3 Mot S Dol

Let us turn to Luke xi. 34-3D: “THe light
of the body is the eye: therefore when thine
eye is single, thy whole body also is full of
light......If thy whole body thcreforo be full
of light, havimng no part dark, the whole shall
be full of light, as when the brlght shining of a
candle doth give thee ligints*

Xate that searching plmase “ having no part
dark.” Cam we face up to it this afternoon as
in the Lord’'s presence {

De. W. Y. Fullerton in his book of reminis-
cences tells a story of a lighthmse: keeper on
tho Florida coast. Ome stormy evening he
broke a pane of glass in the lantern, and having
no glass availaile for repair, he tacked a piece
of tin over the hole and trusted that all would
be right. The storm inereased in fury, end
that night a ship coining from the direction in
whieh the light was not shining, leeking for the

light, went on the rocks and lives were lost.
The light had not gone out, it was still simimg,
but there was a dark part. The word “ having
no part dark ™ was not true of the lantern and so
there was wreckage. Dr. Fulllerton says he was
telling that story in a meeting one day  mmd
it went home to the consciemxe of a believer, as
the peoplle were exhorted to bring their lives
to the light of God. This believer was a
brother really living for the Lord, but there
was one: habit of his life which was not clear :
he was a tobaweeo smoker and the Lord lhad
smitten, him on that point. He realised that
the part of his life which .was dark was this
induiligite: of the flesh. He determineil to face
Hp te all the Implicatioms: of fellowship in the
light and have ne part dark. (fatherin hls
simeking utensils tegether on returning I
h@ ut them into the heart of the lire lﬂid
y te light in the morni Amoing them .
wa& a Deautiful tobaeo pouch, a valued giff
from a friend. His heart smote him and he
sald * I do net think that need be burnt, I ean
keep it as a gift and treasure it for the sake of
the giver.” His little daughitor standimg by his
side was wiser than he and she said : “ No,
let it be a whele burnt offering, Daddy.” Se
the whele burit oftering was made, and in ¢hat
respeet his life eame Inte the light ef Ged.
It is net a question ef attacking any par-
ieHlar habit, that is net the peint. Heie {6
asls of vellowship with Ged is stated. W
st WGE%K i H\ li HG ﬁ% H% i8 iA the 1gm
gHt Who % BB Bﬁ t dark,

) *él&é?@ B
ship Wit Wiéﬁ %@k}iﬁ GHEVEES:

If walking in the hght is basic to fellowship
it is easy to see the point to which the enemy’s
attacks will be directed. Beloved, you will,
I think, agree that the fellowship of the Christiati
Assembly‘ is the focal point of tho enemy's
attack. He is always strnnng to break fellow-
ship. Of course he is. * Hhflobl how goadl
and how pleasant it is fur brethren to dwell
together in unity, Twgse the Lord commanded
the blessing, even life for evermore.” How
true that is. If you can find opn this carth a
eompany of the Lord’s P@@fﬂl@ whe are walking
in the light as He is in the li ht and bh@f@f@re
walking in fellowship with and with on
another, you have found a vim where life i 1%—
and you have also found & place whero the Devil
is mging, His object is to get the 8aints out
of the sphere where the light is shining, so
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break the fellowship and stop the life from
functioning.

If the characteristic feature of the New
Testament Church was fellowship ; a mutual
sharing, a commom participation, the charac-
teristic feature of the twentieth century Church
is the oxact opposite. We are too familiar
with division, schism, discord, individualism,
rather than fellowship. Yes, individualism
in testimony instead of corporate testiimony.
Bne of the most distressing features of present-
day Christian life and service is this spirit of
indiyidualism. Gedly men, with a deposit of
truth in their hearts, get isolated and pursue an

individuaiistie line. _Th@gg do net practise
tellewship or share in the fellowship of an
assembly of God's people. This plays directly

into the enemy’s hands. Whwre docs the Lord
command the blessing ® Whwmre brethren are
dwelling together in a commanm participation,
Wherre is life for evermore ? In the fellowship
of a Christian assembly. Whrte is it that souls
come out of darkmss into light and open to God
as a flower opens to the sun ? In the fellew-
ship ef Ged's g@@;ﬂl@ whefe the blessing and
the life afe feund. The enemy net enly seeks £
destrey the basis ef the blessing thus assasieed
Wwith, and §f=1ﬂﬂ%iﬂ_ frem, fellowship, but he
seeks to counteraif it tee. Ome of the mest
striking featutes ef g{ﬁsﬂt:aay %?&{meg is the
Pryil's imitatien ef this truth. What is deing
misehiel iR the werld te-day ? CormivRism.
The Drvil's attempt te imitate the Christian
assembly: and te preduee a4 coMmen participa-
tieR. WWhat is edmmwnifith ? " The e¥ganisa:
tien of seciety en the Basis f eommon owier:
ship of the means ef predustien, and ef the
gods produced” The engmy endeaveiis: 6
gt sometming like that whieh'is Ged's pattern
83& from Ged. The strange thing Abowt
EOMMH 18 that WRREBVEF YoU 668 A6ress it
{t 18 aRt=6ed. And Yet its eeniral feature is
at Which is the heart and eentre of #he
Fistiah CRUFeh, commyn partieipation, Muthal
SHAHAG, tagethercss. Vehy significant that.
Note another significant thing. The Apostle
says, if we fulfil the basic condition of walking
in*the light “ we have fellowslipp'* It follows,
therefore, that if fellowship is broken there has
been an invasion of darkmess. We may not
personally be guilty in the matter, but- the
enemy has found entramee somewhere, amnd,
using darkmess as his weapon, has made fellow-
ship impassible. If we are not sharing mutually
in the assembly, the enemy has, for the time,

triumphed. All broken fellowship results from
an invasion of darkness.

Now while the local compamy is the place
where practical fellowship finds its chief ex-
pression, yet the whole Church, the Body of
Christ, is the sphere where fellowship is to
function. That is to say, our sympathy and
love must not be confined to the compamy of
God’s people in which we happen to be found,
but our hearts must go out to all the members
of Christ, we must embrace in our thought
all ehildren of Geod ; the realm of our prayer life
must be * for all saints” Fraym% always
with all prayer and supplication in the spirit
and watehing thereunto with all Veranee
and supplication for all saints.” ab is a test
for eur prayer life, a challenge to our hearts.
Whuize are our sympatiiics 2 We may be ever
so loyal to the local assembly, giving our time
and stremgth to the peoplle wo know and arc
meeting with continually ; and that is good so
far as it goes. Yet, if wc allow the limits of
the local comgamy to circumscribe our ssympathy
so that we are not vitallly’ concerned for the other
memilmns of the Body, we are falling short of
God's putpase.  Our fellowship is with Him, and
He is conecerned for every member of Christ's
Bedy. We should have on our hearts those
whein He has en His heart. In spirit we must
be geing eut te all the Lerd’s pe<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>