FANYARX o~ EBRUARY, 1230

Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

.

. Vol 8,

Wo. 1

"'gtr*"' I A
The' W hosoever uate

l ‘5
/i f(,.”,-,:f
/ llq % ,p g

:il ": s’/;?.ﬂ"lf!'
"l ..a'i'

" ‘I%
K l{ﬂl}ﬂ'

{

|
III lEI!?ll
’_i:‘ \ ; !(

lv’*-.f;'i

-m.l

"‘h riOSOL.VFR
BE_!EVETH N HIM
F“Hﬂ\LL czraczws

=)

2., ¢ ,:Mlsszon-on
S22 e (R 2
g 4 ‘rfr_ ¥ X

i:{:'ffxc?. .; i Jf?- '?

B

y
i

ﬁ..; ‘ - ’r %
2 } 3\0 lr g
e AN \’-

£ ‘;4..5! ¥z 7,

Al "4,
,f;/!f:;? %ﬂ?

//Mﬂ i L

wf.yem /ﬁ'f;drﬁa’ mf tongie, em!m%f
Wiz s W "P—_*‘_“E;' TENTEE :

3

m-!-"n.ﬂ) w.\m k),

. .r‘n P
SO S
A ?_?;5#)/,' %/

v e

HASION 0K i S5 Teer o0 LS AL ave D K



TALE - DPERANCAY S K Fel- S sRpinidaee ) M

The. Ranctaona ofths Ketll 6ber>;¢vn 0 lﬁ‘%“) . .3,08,53,19,94
Tonr HrBrand Bamar? . . S .' .‘ i 9,3 A0

[ Whama ...Mw@wom. .. L (3
Tha ee—ok.ltkum 15
W&m B \
maL‘?mtkbﬁwmaham 33?

R X ]
Bn&’&mh%@em . . . (@

%o@m@ . ‘@

M@\‘Q&fw- .............%

. e

| The - Dot FOCSABE . L L e e e e
B Residamrc Vestmll . L. e . e e e \\Egg
Copt v t <aa v Sl .

S




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

Retrospect and Prospect

The January Comference.

FoR many these Conferences at Honor Oak
are remembered by designatioms which spring
out of the dominant note and spirit. Thus
different occasions are remembered by such
names as ‘‘ The Life Conferemce,” because
resurrection life in the Lord Jesus was our cause
of gloryimg; then “‘The ‘11 dm” Confaranne'™’
because of the contemplation of the Lord Jesus
as the all-inelusive and manysided “ I Am."
Then again there was * The Holiness Conference"
because we were held so strongly to the challenge
of the Holiness of the Lord. And so a great
many outstanding and abiding recollections
and influences—and, we believe, issues—are
preserved in such definite forms. The Decermber
Conference for many of us comes down with
two Impressions : the first, ' The Sovereigmty
Conference "’ by. reasen of the vislon of the
soverelgnty and supremaecy of the Lerd Jesus
whieh was opened up to us; and sesendly,
‘““ The Unfinished @ne,” beeause we fel
that there was mueh mere te esme. 88 it
g{&%&; for the theme and life eentinued after

e Conference, but headed up t8 the January
gathering in what will always be remembered
as * The «WHaderdV ! Corteesioes

In that blessed season of Grace we found our
hearts leaping up and overflowi in the
recognition of the Lord Jesus as rl‘fe who is
“ Wondexfiull”” We saw how the book of the
“Acts ™ is a recond! of how the Hioly Spiriit
came and made theit name manifest in so many
wonderful ways. Oumr hearts were held in a
contemplation of ‘* When He is come He will
glorify Me,* and how when He—the Spirit—did
come the only word which expressed His ac-
tivities in relation to the Lord Jesus was
“ Womdenfaal ! * We need say little about tthe
more earthly conditions of our gathering.
The gatherings were large, the guest-house full,
and many parts were represented.

On the afternoon of the Lord's day, after
there had been some testimoniies given to union
with Christ, in Believer's Baptism, two friends
abeut to set forth on the Lord’s serviee speke
te us. Ouxr Brether Jacot spoke of the deep
dealings of God with him during his prelenged
stay with us, apd of hew, through mueh undeing
and breaking-dewn he had at length eonie te a
place of elearness with the Lerd and a Rew

realisation of the Lord's sovereignty and
mastery. This had all headed up to an open
door as secretary of the Mission Brigade of
Erance. We have all come to love our brother
very truly, and feel that he is very much a part
of us in France. Our sister, Miss Grace Bond,
was about to retturm to Nyassaland, and she gave
us a word by which a real prayer-link is formed
with her and with that work of the Lord. Her
testimony to what her sojournm with ust had
meant in fuller vision and increased life was
greatly encouraging.

Training Work.

With the January Conference this aspect of
the work was definitely set forward and a
company of ** sent ones ** joined us. We are a
happy little band of those who have our faces
set to His glory wherever He may appoint.
The * traininmg ™ is intensive but full of life, and
rather than have to set ourselves with eftort to
do the work we find ourselves in a rich and deep

stream which carries us on.

Our brether, M. Oliipliemtt, returned from the
Near East on January 17¢h. He concluded his
ministry in Syria, Palestine and Egypt at the
E.G.M. Conference at Zeitoun.

Bognor.

We should like our friends to know of the
regular gatherings at Bognor. Every Lord's
Day there are mieetings in the Mankett Street
Hall, and ministry is provided from Honor
Oak. There is also a meeting for prayer on
Saturday evenings and around the Word on
Tuesday evenings.

Special Meetings at Honor Oak.

In future the monthly Comferemces at the
* Cantinee ™ will be limited to Saturdiey sfttermoon
and evening and Sundays. There will be no
Conference gatherings on the Maomdimys. This
does not apply to.the three special seasons of
Easter, Whitsum and August Bank Holiday.
At these times full Conferences will cover the
entire holiday.

Already intimations have been made that
our accommodation will be more than taxed at
Easter, and we urge friends who think of coming
to write early.
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The Reacti

ons of the Lord

No. II1.

(Continued.)

The New Cruse.
~ IL. Kings ii. 19-22; Acts i., ii.; Mark. ix. 5.

WHEN the above passages are read together
it will be seen that they are bound by a common
tie ; namely, that which is meant by salt.
Throughout the Secriptures salt stands for
recovery and preservation.

In the first passage mentioned we have the
waters of Jericho lacking in some constituent
which resulted in the miscarriage of the trees;
the fruit falling ere it ripened. Nothing
reached its intended end. Nothing fulfilled its
Fromise : all fell short of its design. Thus the
abour proved in vain, and all the toil ended in
heart-breaking disa{)pointment. There was
water ; there were labourers; there was the
field ; there was much energy, there were good
motives ; there were trees. Withal nothing
got fully and finally through; it all stopped
short somewhere, and there was no maturity,
satisfaction, and full justification of all the
expenditure and effort. How different from
the “trees planted by the rivers of water,
bringing forth their fruit in their season,”
mentioned in Psalm i. 3. Some essential pro-
perty was absent, and this absence made all
else futile as to the ultimate issue. While it
is the “salt” that is the vital and most im-
portant thing, it is rather in our mind to speak
of the cruse for the moment.

Acts ji. undoubtedly brings the salt into
view, but Acts i. precedes that. Our attention
is first drawn to Elisha's request for a new cruse.
Why a cruse ? Why not a handful? And
then, why a NEw cruse ? Why will not any
cruse do ? WWell, that is just the point. For
work like this a vessel must be specially pre-
pared and set apart. What is the nature
of the work to be done ? What is the condition
of things ? At rock bottom there is the
loss and absence of a distinctive something.
It is deficiency in respect of a certain distinctive-
ness. Everything is there but that. Things
have degenerated into indefiniteness, vagueness,
uncertainty, ambiguity, as to real meaning, life,
and purpose spiritually. The original meaning

w9

of things is no longer there. Things said and
done do not mean what they did at first,
Terms have come to be applicd to, and be used
of that which is not permissible in the realm
of their original Divine employment. There is
a difference of meaning, and the tragedy is that
so many have gone on with the form and fail
to see that the power is not there. If we take
the book of Acts as the model, and the epistles
as revealing the truth intended by the Lord to
be the abiding basis of that which sprang into
being in Acts, we cannot fail to he impressed
with the presence of a certain something which
made everything very much alive and supet-
lative. As-to what was individual and per.
sonal in salvation, service, and suffering ;
and as to what was corporate in fellowship, and
practice ; there is only one word that expresses
the effect of that great something, it is ** Wox-
DER” or “ WoxpEerrrr.” There is hardly a
chapter in this book but—when you have
read it—provokes the =pontancous cjaculation
“ Wonderful ! 7

Now, without further delay, what was it
that produced this atmosphere and spirit of
wonder ? What was it that made everything
so wonderful to those concerned ! There is
only one answer.

It was the Lord Jesus Himself.

The Lord Jesus had been elorificd and the
Holy Spirit had come as the Spirit of the
glorified Lord to glorify. Him on the earth
(John xvi.). Was it the matter of salvation ?
Well, it war not salvation as such. It was not
being saved, either in what it was from or
unto, but it was the Saviour. The message of
salvation was all focussed in Who the Lord
Jesus was. Look at the preaching. “ They
ceased not to preach Jesus and the resurrection.’”
Find a discourse anywhere in the Acts which
 got through,” and you will see that it is—not
a treatisc on Evangclical Theology—but a
presentation of the glorified Lord Jesus. If it
was Christ crucified it was not Christ dead
but risen and glorified. Lceok at the address at
“ Pentecost ™ (Acts ii. 32, 33). Sce the words
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to the lame man and the subsequent address
in the Temple (jii.).

Listen to the words addressed to the Council
in chapter iv.

So it is, whether it be to individuals or to
companies, it is always the Lord Jesus who is
in full view.

It is the same in the matter of scrvice. In
the Acts service is never somcthing appended
to salvation as & further considcration. One
of the striking omissions in this rccord is that
of exbortations and urgings to propagate the
Gospel. Service here is mever the result of
organisation or special pleading and appeals.
It is free, spontaneous, eager, ‘' natural.”
It was not of constraint from without. "It was
not by an appeal to a sense of duty or obliga-
tion. It was not something which was special
in its connection and time. It was at all times,
in every place, under all circumstances, irre-
pressible Testimony, proclamation, in direct
public manner and in ordinary conversation.
“They were all scattered abroad [by per-
secution]. And thcy that were scattered
abroad travelled. .. .preaching " (Acts viii. 1, 4,
xi. 19). Weli, what was it that created and
produced this? It was the -Holy Spirit's
glorfying of the Lord Jesus in their hearts!
He—the glorified One—was so real to them
and the wonder of who He—* Jesus of Naza-
reth,” the.Crucified One—really was as now
revealed and manifested to them and in them
was so great that even these ' new bottles ”’
were finding that unless they let it out this new
wine would burst them. What was true in the
two matters mentioned, was also the secret
of their ability to suffer., There is no doubt
that it cost dearly in those days to take sides
with ** The Nazarene.” This as amongst men,
but to take sides with ‘‘ The Son of God " was
something which provoked hell. Put togethcr,
there is not a little in the record which indicates
this suffering ; but is seems all to have been
accepted *‘ joyfully.” It all seemed in the
spirit of Hebrews x. 34: ‘' Took joyfully the
spoiling of goods,” or * Received the word in
much affliction, with joy (I. Thess. i. 6).

This cannot be attributed to obtrusion, san-
guincness, or merely human good temper. It
was not a *‘ make-the-best-of-it  resolve.

It was the Reality of the Lord Jesus as Sovereign
and reigning.

As it was in these matters which came so

dircctly home to the individual, and which were

always individual tests, so it was in the matters
which were more of a corporate nature.. A
** baptismal service ”’ in the Acts is a wonderful
time, always accompanied by great rejoicing

and a living witness of the Holy Spirit. There
was nothing formal about it. It was not just
a bit of *“ church ” order or teaching. It was

not just a command obeyed, or for personal
blessing. It certainly was not a matter of
compulsion, persuasion, or argument. It was
in full view of the Lord Jesus as one Who died
in the stead of all ; whose death was the death
of all, and in Whose resurrection “ They that
live should henceforth live, not unto themselves

but
Unto Him

Who died in their stead and rose again.” It
was Unto Him. It was a testimony to a living
reality, and a mighty spiritual fact, even that
the one supreme object of life and all living
was the Lord Jesus. All other objects, in-
terests, concerns and visions had gone in their
union with Him in His death, and all and only
that which is of Him had come for them in
union with His resurrection. This matter was
lifted out of the realm of ordinances (such as the
Jewish) and into the realm of testimonics.
Jewish ordinances were looking on to some-
thing to come, and they never made anything
complete. These lestimonies looked backed to
something consummated which was experi-
mentatly entered into. ‘

So, also, when through its representative
members the Church gathered round and laid
their hands upon the head of such as had thus
borne testimony, it was not some ecclesiastical
and official act. (This was not always confined
to the Apostles.) XNeither was this an act by
which something already donc was confirmed.

This was a further step, and was intended by -

the Holy Spirit to be a recognition of and
testimony- to the fact that salvation and baptism
were not just individual matters, but that it
was all corporate, and that baptism into Christ
was into Him as Sovercign Head of the Church

Christ as mémbers of One Body under One
Head, and that the Holy Spirit is not merely
individual, as such, but the Spirit of and upon
One Head for all the members. ‘ There is
One Spirit, and One Body.” Thus when his
act to which we refer took place, the Holy
Spirit showed that He was involved in this as
it is His purpose to glorify the Lord Jesus as
“ Head of the Body.”

" which is His Body ; that they were members of
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It is not a performance or ceremony, but a
testimony with the “ joy of the Holy Ghost."
There need not always be accompanying
outward manifestations. In the beginning the
Holy Spirit might be laying down the principle
for all time that this thing is in line with His
purpoese and mind.

Then exactly the same atmosphere of glory
surrounds the “Lord's Table™ and the
* Breglking of Bread.” There was nothing of
* Clowweh ™ duty or ion, or rulkes in this.
This was not something apart and separate
from the other life of the Church. This was not
a " service” as something by itselt. At the
beginning (alas, it all too seon dropped frem
this plane) it suffered nething by frequeney.
This was the eeritre and spring of all else.

Worship, praise, prayer, the ministry of the
Word spontaneously sprang out of this. It was
living, and fraught with * great joy.” It was
to those who thus gathered and worshipped
that Vthe Lord added daily those who were
being saved." What, again, was the secret?
It was the appreciation of the Lerd Jesus.
That table gathered all other testimonies into
itself and became an all inelusive t_@%umgné,

‘There was the Offiering wholly given to God
without a reservation, and the will of Ged
utterly done. There was union with that
offered One in His death, burial, and resurrec-
tion, There was the One life shared by all
as represented in the Blood.

There was the Ome loaf which is the One
Body, corporate oneness of all believers.
There was the * One Hope, ™ *that blessed
Hope," His coming again—*‘till He come."
So, then, ought not there to be a wonderful
attestation of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of
all » Yes, it was a time of great glorying in the
Lord—the Lord was there! Each of the
matters mentioned needs a book to itself, but
we merely touch them to lead on to our further
point and object. Referrimg back to the waters
of Jericho, is it not true that in all these
matters in a very wide-spread way that con.
stituent of wonder and glory and life is lacking »
That spontaneity and overflow in all matters
which relate to the Lord Jesus.

What is needed ? Well, our conviction is
that, whatever meg' or may not be recognised
to be needed bv that which ostensibly ‘stemds
to represent God in the world to-day. His own
need in the earth is that which lifts all the
phases and aspects of the Church's life and work
into the realm where this ¢lorvingj in and uri-

fying of the Lord Jesus is the dominant
characteristic ; where formalism yields to life ;
where all is aglow with His womdicofialiesss;
where His train fills the temple : where * ordii-
nances ' awre living testimomies : and where all
is vital, dvnamic and effizctual.

The Lord’s Present Need

No one will disagree with this, but they may
with the next. What is necessary to the Lord
to bring this about ? It is a new cruse, a new
vessel. There is so much mixture in the make-
up of the vessels to-day. The world has got in
on the one hand, @nd the natural man has so
much taken hold on the other. Tradition,
formalism, ecclesiastieism, and meehaniealism
are llke chains and fetters upen the Lerd.
Then, as we have alreedly said, things are given
different meanings t@day frem what they had
at first under the sanction of the Hely Spirit.
A mew cruse i3 wneeiiel], and it must be that
which has been made Jike unto. the Lord’s
vessel at filistt. That which stands upon an abso-
lutely New Testament basis. That which
marks the. point where God has a clear way
because the Cross has brought to zero all the
personal interests and resources and cunfidience
of such as formed that vessel. That which
recognises and fullv vields to and glories in
the absolute government of the Holy Spirit
in every detail of life and service. That which
recognises the utter Lordship of the Lord Jesus.
That which sees in Him all the fulness of
wisdom, power, knowledge, grace and every-
thing needed. and draws only upon Him.
That which is completell; selfless and has only
one object in view, and that passionately the
glery of the Lord Jesus, We leave till later the
matter of seeuring the vessel. but here em-
phasise the neeessity for it.

When the Lord gets it—and Ho is getting it—
He will make it the instrument for the restora-
tion and preservation of His testimony in the
earth. This newness mav be costlv, but then
special usefulness to the Lord is alwavs costlv.

T. A-S.
(To be comtinued.)

For Special Gatherings
During 1030
See page 23
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7. aitestation of the Sonship,
~ "~ Sovereignty of the Lord Jesus Christ is found in
.‘! the meditation, impact, experience or challenge of

- on the earth.
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" The Sign of the Prophet Jonah

(Continued.)

Having spoken of Jonah as a sign of that

which is not acceptable to God, and which has
to be cast into the depth of the sea, we now
proceed to regard him in the light of that which
is for the Lord.
- When the Lord Jesus told the unbelieving
people of His day that no sign should be given
them save the sign of the Prophet Jonauh, He
was introducing that which for the rest of the
age should be the one ultimate basis of relation-
ship to Himself both as to faith and experience.
In fact, He was setting forth that which changed
the character of the dispensation and marked
the passing from one age to another. This
* sign "’ we know to be the Death and Resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus. That which it signified
was and is that He is the Son of God.

Let us at the outset make one all-inclusive
and fundamental statement which is  the
cumulative testimony and declaration of the
Word of God. It is this: that the abiding
Saviourhood and

the power of His resurrection by the Holy Spirit
wherever the forces of spiritual dcath are en-
countéred. This is the ultimate test and issue
for everything that ostensibly represents Him

Secondary Lines.
There are some very clever moves of the

enemy to turn this testimony off and change

the nature of the test. ‘‘ Fundamentalism,”
as such, may meet the arguments of ration-
alism as to the Person of Christ, the In-
spiration of the scriptures, etc., and serve a
good purpose for those whose faith obtains
largely in o mental realm, and who must have
an intelleztual counter to intellectual assault.
Such may have a place of value, byt it is
completely secondary and is never the evidence
of truth. Neither ** Christian Evidences ™ nor
* Fundamentalism.” nor ‘* Apologetics ' are
the final proof of anything. Somectimes and
very often these are cold, cruel and spiritually
dead and ineficctive, even though pursued with
zeal, intensity and ferceness. AL best they
arc in the realin of the soul (psuche) and there-

fore the  natural man " (soulical man), and are
outside of the realm of the * spiritual man,”
that is *‘ the inner man of the heart ™ (always
treated in Scripture as another and different
man from the *‘ soulical ). .

No, the real testimony after all is the fruit of
the Risen Lord as borne in a garden of death.
The real monument which is irrefutable evidence
is livés and places which were once bound in
fetters of iron, held in the grip of *“ him that
had the power of death,” *‘ the habitation of
dragons,” transformed, raised and throbbing
with the life, love and joy of a living Christ.
It is this to the building of which .all the
attention of God's true people should be given.
Many o great spiritual force is lost to the church.
by this turning work of the enemy from primary
to seccondary things ; from the building up of a
real spiritual life to the championing of that
which ix after all in the safe custody of the Holy
Spivit. One of the greatest tragedies of our
day is that of men who were once used of God
to build up the spiritual life of His people and
the making of saints as turned to be *' funda.
mentalist *’ leaders, caught in the intellectual
current of the times to weet the age on its own
ground. Too often the result of this is that
those taught have an argument from the head
without » deep experience of the heart ; a daily
and ever deepening heart knowledge of the
Lord.

Watertight Teachings.

Then again there are those turnings from the
ultimate and primary test and proof which
take the form of * teaching ™ as teaching.
There are all sorts of watertight ** teachings ™
about. Companies of the Lord's people occupied
with some interpretation, line of teaching,
wonderful vistas of truth. The doctrine may
or may not be right ; it may be more or less
right, but the point is this, does it work out in
a definite awd mighty impact upon and destrue-
tion of the forces of death as these forces hold
lives in their grip and deny the active sovereignty
of the Lord Jesus. Too often the eficct of this
kind of thing is to turn the people concerned in
upon themselves, and curtail their eficctiveness
in the larger sphere of testimony. 1t is the



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

power of death, the spirits of death, the prince
of death with whom the church has ultiimetely
to reckon. It is the triumph of the Lord Jesus
in that realm which is the final witness of the
Lord's people. The more spiritusl a people or
a work are the more intense will be the pressin
in of death and spirits of death. These wi
sometimes come like a thick blanketinig eloud ;
descending upon a gathering ef upen an if-
dividual spirit like the veltures ypen Albraham’s
sacrifice. They seem semetimes te paralyse
rayer, muffle praise; destrey fellewship, give
ying impressiens, ereate Ratred, Baffle testi-
meny, eenfuse ministFy and tRrew Basck utter-
anee. Semetimes it 18 a8 theugh the bettem
of everything has fallen eut, ahd there i3 an
everwhelming fesling of unrealify, as Gneugel}
everything was a myth. Beeause of & touch Bt
this many have deeitled to saak  safeF ground *
(1) and have gone Baelk t8 what they eall the

* simplicities ~ of the gespel. And yet, and z/sﬁ
there it all is in tHe Werd. THiS was ihe
eemimen experience of the Lord's pesple and

servants in the New Testament times. Bit, they
had a seeret and they triumphed.

Their testimomy was not only a doctrinal and

objective truth, but a living and inwardi resditty.

The Holy Spirit had brought the death-
conquering Christ into their hearts, and He
made even death the instrument of His
sovereignty. This brings us back to the sign
of the Prophet Jonah. In the first place then
the sign—not only the Signified—is in the
hands of God alone.

God’s Unique Miracle.

Resurrection from among the dead is some-
thing peculiar to God. It is God’s doing,
and wholly of God. There are many things
in which there might be an imitation or a
counterfeit, as in the case of the
magicians, but the power of life an
is in the hands of God alone.

tian
eath
That is, that
to give life either by birth or from death s
only in God’s power. Thus this sign stands in
a place by itself, and that place is inseparable
from God.

Thus this resurrectiiom is a standing where
Satan and death havo been rendered impotent.
The ground of their power and authority has
been dealt with and removed. Life reigns
because of righteousness triumphamt. It
provides a basis upon which a superior authority
and an indestructible life can be ministered and

mediated, It secures the power and jurisdiiztiior
of witnesses which brings the spiritual immpectt of
the Risen and Enthromned Christ upon spiritual
forces opposed to Him, and makes for a recogni-
tion of the sovereignty of His name mmongst
* primeipelities and powers.” It isa i
inte whieh believers on the Lord Jesus are
called ; upited with Him through death in
resurrection by tho Holy Spirit.

Thus we come to recognise two further
fundamental things. One is that the Lord
Jesus is dead -and always will be dead to un-
bellef—thait is, so far as any personal saving
experience of knowledge is concerned. It is
fiet faith that makes Him live, but it is faith
that brings Him as the living One into ex-
perienee. The evidemces which are the sub-
stanee of the #estimony are possessed alone by
fen ef faith in Jesus Christ.. The Lord did
fiet shew Himself alive after His resurrestion to

-the werld, Bué to chesen witnesses. and thus

for ever the knowledge of Him as alive Is net
by eeeular evidence but by falth in a testimony
eoneerning Him. This then means that (&) the
nature of relationship to Christ which alone
means salvation is experience through faith ;
and (b) the only preaching which is according to
the New Testament is that which is out of a
living knowledge of - Christ as alive, possessed
theough faith.

The words of the Mizster to the unbelieving
generation were * There shall no sign be given it
except the sign of -the Prophet Jonah.™ In
other words, ** There shall be given it the sign of
the Prophet Jonah.” But if He never appeared
to it after His resurrection, how could the sign
have been given to it! Thmme iz anly ome
answer; through the living experience and
testimony of witnesses. and that to be proved
by the ebedience of faith ! Does this not then
establish the truth that the Lord Jesus depends
for His vindieation upon nething less nor other
than the living expesience of His wesurrection,
Person and power in the lives of such as are
thereby constituted witnesses unto Him ¥

The Adverssny who would keep Christ dead
to the world and the unbelief which is his means
of so doing can only be met and overthrown by
experimental possession. knowledgs and out-
going of ** the power of His resurreetion.” This
is in and by the presence and fulness of the
Hol)* Spirit. The other thing which is linked
with this is the necessity for each servant of
God to have come so much to the place of death
as to himself or herself, and in all pei'sonal




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

resources and confidence, as to be this sign in
their very being. The Lord would have all His
witnesses to be, not just givers of objective
evidence, but themselves personifications of the
truglo; a8 * mdnifestation of the truth ™ ; an
embediment of the principle of life teiumphant
ever spiritugl death. Resurrection is life fer
aseefislon and impargetion. Aseendency and
transmission are features of the witnesses. This
is the test of all profession, represemiation, claims.
It is all too terriblly true that there can be “a
name to live, but dead.” In the ships company
ehiding Jonah there may be a type of the world

For Girls

The Gospel in the

rebuking the church for its slumber. We are -
called, constituted and privileged to brimg the
fact of the Lord Jesus as living in the power of
ﬁb_salute soverelghity home to all that ehsllenges

im%

And unless the powers of darkness and death
feel and recognise the reglitty of His mighty
victory over them, the mission of the Church
has broken down, and there is no substitute for
that object and purpose of its existence. There
must be a crucified and resumnmectied Church to
evidence the crucified and risen Lord gesusé

. A-S.

and Boys
Farmyard (No 4.)

“ Bemot faithless, but beliexing; **—{Jalitnxx. 27.) * love to walk in puddles of rain-water and to

ON-the day that I saw them, all the ducks
were swimming about on the pond as happy as
could be ; but it had not always been so. In
earlier days on the large open pond had lived
one solitary duck. She needed only some
companions to share the joy with her, and she
would have been perfectly happy.

* Are you the only duck in the world ? ”’ said
the pond to her one dav. '

*“ Oln, no,” she repliedl. * There are nuamy
more like me. Why, I hear there are some at
the verv next farm to ours**

+ Amt dip tinew live an & pomd, two 2

‘ No, there isn't one at their farm." _

“ Whatt a pity they cam't come and ive
here," said the pond, sadly. ** i lreawe: nowom ffor
so many, and you are the only one who has
come."’

* Perhaps they dion't kmow about you.™
replied the duck. “If only they could be
brougjitt! **

On the neighbouring farm limed three young
ducks. They had grown up on that farm and
had never seen a pond, for there was not one
close to them. They seexmail very happy, but
one day one of them said to the others :

* I wonder why we have such strange fioet 7
The chicken who liwe in the farmyard with us
have different feet from ours and yet they seem
to manage just as well as we do. Why are ours
webbed, and theirs are uot ™ "

* I wonder," said number two. * And there's
another thing : have you noticed how we ducks

peke our beaks into the wet mud, but the chicken
don't seem to care at all about doing s0 % 1
wonder why it is % * .

‘“ Ah,"” sighed number three, looking very
sad. “ What pon tiane are saying sties up in me
again a feeling that I have often had, though I
have never known what to make of it. I have
such a longing for something, and feel as if I
shall never be truly at rest until I find it.*

* Camit be,* said number one theughiially,
“ that we were made for something er semeone
that we have net yet found ¢ If se, Re wender
Wi e it b e —adh ! somes
one musktbelonging fosrugs tash. 11 WisBnWge
ke, where we t find hiﬁa-.’"

L3 *x

Now it so happened that the owner of the
one duck decided one day to add to his stock,
andl what did e do but go to the mext farm
and buy the three young ducks ! He presently
arrived home with them, and shut them up in an
empty pig-sty to keep them and feed them
there for a few days until they grew accustomed
to their new home. And then one morning he
let them out. How delighted was the one
lonely duck at finding some companions !—and
after introducimg herself to them she
to lead them down to her beloved pond. Om to
the water she plunged at once and with a proud
“ quack-quack ** tmmed round t® watch Hrer
new friends plunge in after her. But imagine
her surprise when she saw them standing
frightened on the bank, not daring to foliow !
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She quacked with all her might, calling them in,
andl performed all the tricks she knew on the
water, to show them how safe and delicious it
was to be there, but all to no avail ; they dared
not trust themselves to the unknown waters.
Again and again the old duck tried to induce
them to trust, telling them of her own experiences
and how kind the pond had always been to
her. The pond himself added his appeal,
promising them such rest if only they would
come to him, and telling them how he had
longed for other ducks to come and enjoy the
good things he could provide. And he told
them how in his waters there were crowds of
things that ducks enjoyed eating, and that if
enly they wetild eeme to him they would find
fiet enly safety and rest, but alse that en whieh
they eetild feed and grew strens.

Thus for two or three days the battle went on.
I wonder what brought the change in the end ?
Was it the loving appeal of the pond, who
longed to give of his fulness to the little needy
ducks ?, Or was it the testimony of the one
old duck who not only told them how good a
thing it was to trust the pond, but did it ¥ Or
was it that the old sense of need rose up again
in the ducks, making them ready to take any
course if only they could find rest ? Perhaps
it was all these reasons combined, and others,
too : but the fact remains that on one eventful
morning in went all of those ducks into the
water, and—the pond did not let one of them
sink! Of course nok! Why, ducks were
made for water, just as boys and girls were
made for God : and whoever héradi of a pond
that gid not safely keep the duck that trusted
to it

“ T'we discovered now why wec have webbed
feet,"” said young duck number cue a few days
later. “ [ ses thhat [ had t» hrireve befloee I
could Kmoic."”

*“ Andl alll my guestions awe answered since 1
learned to trust,™ said number two.

“ And I have found that which fully satisfies
all. my sense of need," said number three.
* I'mn so glad we came.™

“ So am I,™ broke in the pond ;“ but [ have
one great desire still unsatisfied. I am thinking
of all the other ducks who are without a pond,
as vou used to be. -Couldimt vou fetch them,
too { I have room for so many."

# ¥ <

Amndl -as I heard from the fainter the story of
the ducks, I remembered some familiar words :—

“ Jesus said. ‘ Come unto MNie all ye that
labour and are heavv laden, and I will give vou
redt’ * (Mhatte ——

* They were afraid. But Je%us saith umto
them, “ It is I, be mot afiraiid * ™ (Jolm ).

*“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved *' (Acts —).

“ Other sheep I hcve....them also I must
bring." (John —).

Andl I sang to myself a verse of a hymn which
says : “ Thev tihatt trust Him wholly;, fimd Hiom
wholly true.™

Will you find the Bible references for the
above words ? But ehivfest of all. will you
TRUST Kim of whom they speak » Ard then,
what about * tie: ottan ducks **

G. P.

The Nature and Function of the Church
A Cupipsience Nrssage.
Readings : Isaiah viii. 1-18 ; Hebrews ii. 10-18.

Permaps it would be more fitting if we read the
last clause of verse 13 as it reallyis : * Behold 1
andl the little children which God hath given Me."
That word “ children” is the same word as
we have in John's Epistle : “ [ write umnto youw,
little childrem, because ye have known the
Father.” We will rapidlly survey the ground
andl then lead up to the point that the Lord
has laid upon one'’s spirit for this morning.

We commence with verse 10 of Hebrews ii :
" In bringing many sons unto glory.” The
Lord was speaking to us last night concerning
the Holy Spirit and the Chureh, and the reason
for the Church's existence. the commissien of
the Church and the function of the Churéh.
Here is the geal. Here is the thing that is én
God's Heart. He is engaged ™ im mﬁiﬁ\gﬁw
many sons unto glory.” Tins werd * somns * is
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quite a different word from * children.! This
is the word that speaks of growth, likeness,
position, In bringing ‘“many sons” unto
lefy. That Is the thing on which God's
eart is set. And what the apostle says here is
this, that it became Him—God—" for Whom
are all things and by whom are all things,” in
the aeeermplishment of that purpese, *“iin
bringing many sens unte glery to make the
ain,” the Auther, the Prinecely Leader,

i of their salvatien perfect through suiftariinggs™
Now that is the first thought. There was
one Who was to be the * Captain of their
salvation,”” which salvation was to have this
wondrous and glorious issue ‘‘ the bringing of
many sons unto glory." And God's Will and
God’s way for Him was to bring’ Hiimn to con-
summation, bring Him to that perfection of
His Humanity, along the pathway of suffering.
That is a very necessary emphasis, because those
who are associated with Him will have to come
to their consummation along the same path.
If the Blessed Lord Jesus could only come to
His » folimess, His ness—as @ Waan, of
course—if He could (to use another of our texts)
only “be made perfect through sufferings,"
then it is no matter for surprise that in the path-
way to glory, in the progress from *littie
children ' to “ sons,” we algo should tread the
pathway of suffering. The goal is the glory,
the consummation is full sonship in glory.
That pathway is the pathway the Master went.
“ It became Him for Whom are all things and
by Whom are all things in bringing many sons
unto glory to make the ' Author (the File
Leader, the Princelly Leader) “‘of theilr suilya-
tion *—to bring Him to His perfection, His
consummatiion—+- through suffering.”’ We pass

|
” Clmit’s *[Brethrem >

 For both He that sanetificth,” that is, the
Prineely Leader and Captaln of our salvation,
and they whe are in preeess of sanctlfication
for sanétifieatien is a ?f@@ess) “ ey who ane

ing sanetificd are all eut of One.” That
werd “dff*" ils tihe thian «lk, wiiidh hes
that significance and foree. * out of ” or **outt
frem.” Betli He that sanetifieth and they
whe are Being sanotified are all out of On*
(Ged), * fbar witligh eause He iis mutt mdhamat tto
eall them *Hreeiean'” (@ine was reealling thiis
word yesterday merning, and, of course, it is a
werd whieh ene has read many hundreds «f
times before, but it came home with new force
te ene’s heart, that He, the Author ami

Princely Leader of our salvation, Who has been .
consummated and perfected along the patikway
of suffering, should call us “ beetheen.” Gt
what a high and holy calling is ours! The
Lord has been saying very much te us at Hener
Oak recently abeut Whe Jesus is, and He has
given us seme little eenception of the majesty
and glery ef the Persen of this One WHhe is here
designated as ™ @i alih Of @it SN
The more we knew of Him, the mere the gl

of God is unveiled in the face of Jesus CR¥ist,
the more our hearts are smitten with astonish:
ment at such a word as this ** i its pRt A HRA
to call us brethrem™ To me that I8 a very
wonderful thing. Why ? Why Is it that He
is not ashamed to eall us “ Bretheen ” ? Well,
because of the oneness of origin, because of the
wonder of the New Birth, because our New
Birth is out from God. It Is net enly that we
are born again, but that we arc out from Ged.
We are made partakers of the Divine Nature, s6
that we are, not in any metaphorical sense, but
actually and really children of Ged, beri
children of God, born into the family of Ged,
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. We
know that in the pathway to glory, the process
of sanctification is now going on, and as the .
blessed Lord looks on us, the members of the
Church, the members of His Body, as He looks
on us, Ho sees that we are out from God, we
have the same origin, we are children of the one
Father. He is the unique and only Son of Ged
in that supreme sense, in that sense He Is
altogetther other than we are, for there is only
one'Son of God in this uniqueness of Sonship
which is His, the only Begottem of the Father,
and yet, and yet, we are little children born
out from God and Christ looks on us, and He is
not ashamed to call us—a wonderful way of
putting it—He is not * ashamed " to call us
brethren. May we not put Him te sharme, may
we be worthy of tne veoeation, the ealling
wherewith we are ealketl=" Geo tell Mly breth¥ren
and Peter.”' That Is the grace of the Heart
of this Princelly Leader of our salvation. Evef
erring Peter is included among the Ibrethren,
sinful Peter who denied with an eath. “@&p»
tell My brethren and Peter.” Well, it is a
mighty encouragement to our hearts. We are
His brethren..

The Name [Deciared.

The next verse....* Sayimg, I willl dealbne
Thy Name unto My brethren, in the midst of
the Church will 1 sing praise unto Thee.”
What is the Church ? The Church is composed

o
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of those who are in this process of sanctification,
of those who are born out from God, whom
He is not ashamed to call * bretiireni’!".... " 1L
will declare Thy Name." That word ** declare **
is a word that we might well stay with. It has
just this emphasis in it, the showing, or the
telling of all the content of the Name.

Now we dare not stay to even begin to speak
of the content of the Name that He is declaring,
but how wonderful it is that He Who knows
that Name in all its majesty and glory is
engaged in declaring it, in showing it, in telling
it out to us. Who can tell the Name of God
like'the Son of God, like the Author and Princely
Leader of our Salvation ? He knows it in all
its ranges, in all its lengths and breadths and
depths and heights; He knows the meaning
of Jehovah-Jireh—'* The Lord will provide.”
He knows the meaning of Jlwsaih-Rapha—
" The Lord that hesleth thee.” He knows the
meaning of Jehovah:Nissi—" Te Leérd
Banner.” He knews the meanlng of Jehoval-:
Tsidkenu—" The Lord my righteeusness.” He
knows as ne one else knews, the meaning of
Jehovah-Shalem—"'The Lerd send peaee,”
and many anether eentent and aspeet ef that
Name. His missien is te shew ferth the gleries
of that Name, and By the Hely Spirit He is
eentinually entelding the weneers of the Pivine
Narie to these He is net ashamed te eall His
brethren. In the midst ef the eempany of
these whe are thus bern eut frem Ged and
have been made partakers of the Divine > afu¥e,
in the midst 6f that eempany whieh He speaks
of as the Chureh, oh, wendreus title, *The
Chureh of the Living Ged,™ Hie siigs Hiks Suig
of praise to the Father.

What the Church Is.

Verse 13 : ** And again, I will bo putting My
trust in Him.”” He links Himself with us in
this dependemzz upon God. “ I will put My
trust upon Him,'* and again, ** Behold [ and the
little childrem which God has given Me.” This
word “ behold ™ is just an invitation to look.
There is something wonderful for our attention,
something wondeifdl for our concentrated
thought, “ Behold [ and the Jhildien wihidh
God has given Me.™ You get . this word
" behold ** in another form, when Philip and the
Eunuch going on that journey, and the Euwauch,
having received Christ, says, “w®, iR is
water,”” Here s a sight fer aneinted eyes, here
is something that merits eur earnest aftention
“hehold 1™ in living assesiation with, linked

14

with * the children which Thou hast given Me %
—that is the Church. We must not think of

the Church as just a' company of men and
women, not merely a company of the redeemed

or sanctified, but the Church as composed of the

Head and the members. Is Ho plmimus beyond
conception, glorious beyond all .telling1 “'I

and the childrem whom Thou hast given Me."

If you take that word ** [ ** sttandling by ksl
vou at once desire to add the other part of that
Name, the word ** AM.” ForHeisthe *I Am "

from all eternity. He is God manifest in the

figgh ; He is Gaodl’ breaking into and taking upon
Himself the form of our humanity, the likeness
of sinful flisth. He is the *'II X" Woittittissteo
Him as Msamn, glorified in the Throne, that we,

as the children of God, are joined and become

the Chureh of the living God.

An Ol Testament Picture.

What is this Chureh whieh is thus speken ot 2
17 (@he Lerd Jesus in all His glery) “ and
the ehildren whem Theu Hhast given Me.”
What is its funetien, what is -it8 purpese ?
Well, we warg heaﬂﬁgslaés night, and it seems
to me that in the Seripture we read frem
1saiah wiil. tRis MOFRIRG; We fave a wenderful
Old Testament picture gf what the Chureh is,

a Very wenderful picture of the missien ef tiie
ChHF fkaﬁ t HF pUrpese tgar w%wn the Ehureh
is 1R the WOrFld: ~ YOu neticed as we came o

the 18th verse, that tnese very werds whieh we
are eensidering tegether this mMerning are there,
and it is a8 wetlderful thing that the Hely Ghest
sheuld have taken up those words and put
them here with an altogetmnr new meaning.
What was it that we read in ehap. viil. of
Isaial's Prephecy. Here was Isalah, the
servant ef Jehievah, the prophet of Ged and his
twve sens, and he wses these very werds, * Bdivid
I and the ehildren whem Theu hast given me.”
What were they » They were set there In the
fidst of an apostae generation. They were
there as the testi - of Ged In the midst of
the people of Ged who had departed from God.
They were, if yeu like, the Church of the Living
Godl' i that place ;; they were there at amy e
as a testimony for God. Not only, however,
a testimony in word, and this is the emphasis
one has been leading up to all the time, they
were there not merely to utter the word of theo
Lord, but as the very embmtiineattoff thbetestiti-
mouy. They were the embodiment of pro-
phecy, the testimony of God incarnate, they
were in their very censtitution and being tho
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testimony of Godl; Isaiah the servant of
Jehovah—for that is the meaning of his name—
and that son with the unpronounceable name
-shels)-hash-baz)—a prophecy of judg-
ment (literslly, haste ye, haste ye to the spoil),
what was it ?. Judgment was coming, judg-
ment was eeming upen the nations that were
gonifederate against Judah. The {1 dgrment of
Ged was abeut to come upon them shertly
and beeause Judah was wrapped up in these
people, thus denying the Lord, they weuld be
invelved in the judgment. These men were set
there as a witness and testimony for Ged, and
’1‘¥1 thelr very names they were a living pr: eey
e other son- with a shorter name (
jashub) alse His name reans *a femﬁant
§hall retukn.™ There you have the father and
his sems, a gfegneév of judgment shertly te
gveriake he Hatiens, and every time the
Israslites proneuneed the name of that yeunger
sen of Isaiah, they were telling eut the message
that had eeme tireugh the lips ef the father,
that éud ment was sherély te a geaf Every

fime speke the Hams ef thee &F §6R, £BSEB
yas e n 1 Bf the Balm ef éiisaa for
il FetHER.® There was isal H

J §H€éﬁ@£ﬁ8 ‘%ﬂ Sf aﬁﬁ Jeh av
Gy gt oplE SE i ?m% g
% é Wl
l? 8 0n e r 3 £§ §1
'n 1] ok fg&

r@ ;er gn F&“ o BZ
'-o? %ﬁgéﬁ@iﬁ fre
m@r@m&%%ﬁ “%J&”’

hn-b@pthe té dg é‘%
Bmsbmég ’the cquthimbHy t m&%Xrﬁ t
h@é!é&huﬂmot\esﬁrmv tHECB éB %'
hkmgmhtbstmmm fém %tc, ftms
whetyheutestimanyofv&odvs ajsh i‘é |n
ol QiEtting whah we hay etﬁeldehqfﬁmyn te
rather diffessmyclormit ikt tie e isRivRosy tR@
g@rﬁgrsﬂnmﬁr&swmﬁeﬁtherﬁahlbstlwhétf t
goviesh of [ChuistorHimsedf cadthatinist whahothg
Chuteh lis ihererfaminnibet cart hesihat-itrshould
besthe Hringservhoslimeatnadodessidtingpeliex

pesselornTh i rauvemior dyMRIOHRsTqE, Hae (Rt
pression in the earth of what Christ is, so that

when men run up against us, they do not merely "
touch men, or women, they do not merely
touch the childrem of God, but they come up
against the power of the Holy Ghost for the Holy
Ghost is in us, and Christ is in us by the Holy
Ghost and the Cross has been so worked out in
us that there is a way for the expression of that
mighty thing which is none other than the Liife
of the Risen Christ Himself.

Set for Signs and Wonders.

Now take this word again with that thought,
with that content, ‘ Behold I and the chidren
which God hath given Me.** Are we in the
world, delivered, as we were hearing last night,
from self in every form, set upon the glory of the
risen Lord, so that we are In living relation to
Him—and He is the great "’ [ AM "—but one in
aim, one in desire, one in purpose, delivered
from the world, delivered from self and with a
consuming passion for the glory of the Christ ?
If we are, then He will net be ashamed to 6all
us brethren, then His Hand will rest upen us,
t:hen will the preeess of sanetification be speeded

, then indeed shall we speedily esme to that
w ieh is the eea&ufﬁfﬁaﬂea—“ M §eﬂ§ in
lery"—and all the while UB%E'% { Be this
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thing, and whether wc see the glory of the Lord
in this thing or not, the Hosts of God will see,
the hosts of hell will see. The Hosts of God
will see with wonder and worship, and Heaven
will ring with the praises of God because the
grace of Godi has been displayed in the Church
in these circumstances ; the hosts of hell will
se¢ and gnash their teeth in impotent rage
because the worst that they could do has not
affected the situation in the slightest degree,
exeept to increase the glory of the risen Lord.
The Lord will be tender with His children as
once again He will display to principalities and
powers the riches of His grace and call upon
them to behold. *‘‘ Behold I and the children
which Thou hast given Me."
S. A,

HOLIDAY CONFERENCES.

As friends are beginning to make inquiries
andl have to fix their holidays well ahead, we
have decided to hold two holiday Conferences
at Bognor again this year (D.V.).

The Young People’s will be July ath to 12th ;
andl the General, Julv 12th to I%th. It is

necessary to book just as early as possible.

Announcement as to other Conferences will
be made in next issue.

If any friends are interested in Conflerences
for the North, both east and west, we shall
be glad to hear from them as we have the
matter under consideration. We are thinking
again of the west of Scotland, and also the
east, possibly North Berwick.

“Wherefore......Let Us Press On"

Hebrews vi. 1.
The tremendous imperianee of spimifusll maturiyy.

TuE Apostle is distressed. As he writes this
letter it is as though from time to time he meets
something that almost pulls him up dead.
Three times at least he suspends his main theme
andl puts in a parenthesis or a sesume. The
section from verse eleven of chapter five to
verse three of chapter six is such a digression.
What is this thing that makes his going so
difficult and strenuous ?

It is not the theme that is difficautt!

It is not in the writer himsellff! It is certainly
not a lack of urgency or importance! The
issues are paramount. The whole significance
of the Person, Incarnatiom, Cross and Worth of
the Lord Jesus Is at stake !

No, the difficulty is in those to whom he writes.
Not that they do not know the Lord. They
* have been enlightened ™ ; they had * tmsted
of the heavenly gift™ ; had * been made
partakers of the Holy Spirit ** ; had ** tasted of
the good Word of Godi ™ ; and * the powers of
the age to come * : and yet, and yet, there is an
immaturity, a failure to “ go on,” a spiritual
infancy which threatens to be fatal in respect of
all the ultimate purposes of their heavenly
calling. It is this arresttedl growth, prolonged
babyhood that holds back the spirit and the
pen of the Apostle, and would even put restraint
upon the Holy Spirit. (See tho paagraph
mentioned.)

The trouble was seen by their being always
occupied with those matters—"* principles "'—
which are meant to be built upon, not toyed
with. Perhaps the trouble  was deeper than
thatt ; it was a dwelling upon the things as such
andl a failure to discerm their real spiritual
meaning and implications. There are two
maxims which it will be well for us to have
settled quite early. Ome is that we can only
" go on ™ in the Hidly Spirit. The other is that
the Holy Spirit can only take us on as the
foundationss and * principles ** are laid and
settled. There are many of the Lord's children
whe, after many years of being sueh, are under
arrest. paralysed, ineffective. and almost cownted
8ut beeause they arc in & state of wmastflement
abeut the “ Ay privaipes™ With seme it is
a matter of “ faith teward Ged ” ; with seme it
is the matter of bapfism ; with seme it is
# gterndl judgment.” L&t i b6 cleadlly resog-
nised that en all sieh matters the Hely Spift
Himself will demand an abselute settlement
and will net take us en te “ full grewth  until
the * prineiples”’ are established. Why are
there se many eld-aged infants, elderly depend-
dants, spirfal ™ Pl Pans,” ameigNt he
Lord's pesple ? WHhYy i3 it that after years ef
werle ahd serviee $8 Mapy ceme te a plaes
where they are bestan and Relpless beeause ef
being * witheut understznding ” in that sense




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

in which the words are used ? Call. i. 9 ; T Cor.
xiv. 20 ; Matit. xv. 16.

It may be—and certainly sometimes is—
because at sometime the Spirit's requirement
as to some basic principle was umheeded,
argued aside, discussed, passed, or difiimiitely
refused. That is a sin against the Holy Spirit—
while it may not be the sin—and that sin is
bound to find us out sooner or later. What
we have to say here as we proceed will make
clear what we mean by this being found out.
The letter to the Hebrews marks the transition
from the fragments of the Prophets to the fulness
in Christ, this fulness is spirituasl and is conse-
quent upon spiritugll revelation which- leaves
all the ** earthlies ** behind and comes into the
* heavenlies,” even im the matter of Divinely
constituted institutions, which mevertheless
were but as * schoolmaster * to lead to Christ
and maturity. We can still go on with the
‘ things * and stand still as to the “ mesmimng.*
For instance, it is impossible tto liewe a nevedddidion
of the true nature of the Chunadn—tie Body of
Chrigt—and remain a denominationalist or
sectarian without joining issue with the Holy
8pirit. It is equally impossible to remaim a
Jew as such ogin the matter of Judaism) and be
a member Christ. Omce the, Holy Spirit
has spoken or enlightened tremendous crises are
reached on foundation principles, and these
crises if not settled soon will come up later.
The Holy 8pirit never moves a fraction from
His_eriginal premise,

Now, Whﬂ@ this is all so important, it but

?ens up for us the way to a closer consideration
what spirituall maturity is.

There are three letters which deal especially
with the matter of unduly delayed maturity, or
spiritual childhood continued in too long.
They are: “I Corinthians,” “Galatiams" amd
* Hebrews."

Coriimthian Emmesturity..

The believers at Cerinth had evidently made
seme inguiries of the Apestle Paul eereernin
E8Ftain particulay matters which they theugh
weré the eaiise'of treuble and Ba %@iﬁtual
esnditiens. The Apestle pastpened his dealing
with these until he had dealf with what he
himself was eenvineed was the eause of the
treuble. This was net the particular * prob-
lems * abeut whieh they were eeneerned, but
that whieh lay behind them and mueh more.
They were occupied with the externals of the
faith both as te personal, domestic and church

affairs. The Apostle goes to the heart off
things and makes it perfectly clear that their
trouble was arrested spiritnl

Thus he mentions some of the symptoms which
prove this. The first one *wuss patisanilijn.
They had men in their eye. Human selection,
favour, preference issulﬁg from temperamertal
resctions caused them to ' hive off,™ form cireles,
parties around the mannesiom. °line off
things,’ er make-up of this man and that.
Sere weuld prefer the mystieal and peetieal to
the praectieal. Others the oppesite. Seme
weuld take 4p with the subjestive fine of things
and aeéhﬁe the eta;eeﬂve and viee yersa. And
§8 en and en. THen there weuld be the men
themselves with what was liked and what was
disliked. Ceoncermmy all this, the Apa§£le §ay§
) could net speak as wnte 1&&@1 b 29
unte babes, 1 fed yeu WIGH milk # (. 1, 8

The funasmentsl fault with all £m§ Was iahas
with them the Lef Jeau§ ﬁe.t, heestne FS
emlﬁem ; 1f Wﬁé HBE !m glways ih vie

ad this ene ahd that one to impart: 1f was
the V€§§@l HB€ e £ES&§H¥S EH@ € éﬁﬁéi het the

iF%ESigég it W&F iHQ &j

%gé ghe eagf &n
81H Hlé matier as
§ﬂe&s \QE SF' Eebliin ﬁﬁm 8%&FH§!8H§ 'f%@
alns

hearts being set on the Master. Divisions are
so often childish, and when looked-at from a
elements played all too adgfeat a8 part, and if enly
the Lord Himself had been the dominating

Then these Couiitihicns were all too much
taken up with ** gifts,” experiences, demonstra-
proportion to the general work of the Spirit.
The display gifts were holding the stage of their

wherm the ggaﬁ gFed; whem they wers seels iH
It was ne iﬁ&%@l‘ Bf what of the Lerd Jes
stream. 8& E % 8§E€ §§ Rat it is &
E % f&& FBWE matyri
eh the LBF @8 S F@ ot iH Hehe:
3\‘@ elf
fme. «
sm i H i 3[3
§@H%8 5 8 éﬁigmag 8 Hi LBF
‘I‘he heads of these Corimtthians were projected
toward the servants of the Lord instead of their
point of greater spiritugl advancement are seen
te be se. Then it is perfectly clear that human
reality and ebjest of éencern things would have
been different.
tions, manifestations. ‘* Tongues," for instance,
had come into prominence in a manner out of
interest and concerm. -This also is related to
their immaturiity. Infants like outward efffects.

4
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Children like sights and sounds. The Apostle
again implies that this means that the Lord
Himself is not the object, but the things.
What a test this is! How many there are who
must have * signs and won X sensations,
evidences, outward proofs, things seen and
touched and proved by the senses. This is all
infancy, and as we go on with the Lord He woos
us from this realm and personally takes the
pre-eminence. It was in- relation” to alll tiiis
that the Apostle appended or concluded with
that which has become such a common form of
“ bemetiotion—** The Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” .over against works ; ** The Love
of God,” over against or deeper than signs and

The Service

Hindrances in Service.

THE Lord's werk males pregress fiet efly in
sgite of diffieulties but frequently by means ef
them. Serviee to Ged is rendered in a werld
where the Enemy has pewer and uses it in
untiring and varied giggfeﬁsien against all that
is dene fer Ged. This eeaseless oppesitien
direeted against the glory of Christ, has beﬁeﬁéi@i
effests. It reminds . His servants 6of their
inability te de anything in their ewn strensth
and ef their dependence 6n the Lord, and easts
them upen Him foer His ever-ready help. It
thereby proves the means of strengthening them
to eefitinue their ardueus labeur with jey ef
heart, and te faee and ge threugh every diffi-
eulty, streng in the Lord and tho power of His
might. and undeterred bv anv ebstaele hewever
fermidable.

“But Satem Hindedd" (2))

The way in which God turns to good account
the Adversary's opposition to His servants is
frequently illustrated in the Scriptures. One of
the mest striking cases Is the result of the
hindrance placed by Satan against the return of
the Apostle Paul to the church at Thessalonica.
He would fain have come to them, he says,
once and again, but Satan hindered (1 Tkess.
ii. 18).. Whatever the actual hindrance was—
not improbably it lay in the fact that pledges
against the renewal of trouble had been extracted
by the city authorities from Jason and the
ether converts (Aects xvii. 9)—it mevertheless
iesulted In the Apostle’s writing to them
instead. Accordiinglly the effect of the Devil's
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“ gifts * as such ; “ The fellowship of the Holy
Spirit,” over against divisions, partisanships,
and distinctions among men. If in the relation-
ship and connection of these words as originally
used they were only a little bit as effective as
they are now so largely employed as a formula,
what a difference there would be in the testimony
of the Lord Jesus in the world.

Oh, beloved friends, let us put the Lord Jesus
in His place, and keep our eyes on Him and off
men and things, and the enemy will have less
ground upon which to dishonour His Name
amonf men, In this matter * let us press on
to full growth." T. A-S.

(To be comiimmeml))

of the Lord

opposition is that we are in possession of the
priceless treasures of the two Epistles to the
Thessalonians. In a similar manner we might
trace the circumstances which produced the
later Epistles written during Paul’s cunfiirexment
in Rome. Again, in recording the events
connected with the penning of one of these very
Epistles, he says that the things which had
happened to him there had proved to be for
the progress of the gospel; for his bonds had
become manifest in Christ ‘‘ theoughout the
whole Pragisriian Guard, and to all the rest.”
This suggests that the seldlers of this famous
regiment, as well as ethers. had heard the
gospel from his lips. A fuither resul of his
diffieulties he speaks of as follows.: * Mest of
the brethren in the Lord, being confident
threugh fﬁ¥ bends. are mere abundantly beld
te speals the Werd of Ged witheut fear"
(Pml 1: i@:l‘i', R.‘V.'j.'

Here, then, was a missionary, hampered in
his work, restricted in his activitiy, and circum-
scribed in the spheie of his service, the object
of Satan's ceaseless and varied hostility. To
all appearances the effoits of the enemy had
resulted in a serious set-back to the spread of
the gospel. Onme is inclined perhaps to conceive
that greater advances might have been made,
had this servant of been at liberty to
continue his journeys, founding now churches,
visiting those alr established, and otherwise
fmthering the cause of Christ. Net so in the
thoughts and ﬁurpcsea of the Lord. God is not
thwarted by the work of His fees. ‘ None can
stay His hand.” How little we are able to
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calculate the far-reaching effccts of the Apostie’s
testimony in Rome, or the full extent of the
meaning of his inspired statement, © The things
which have happened unto me have fallen out
rather unto the progress of the gospel 7! And
after all, was he not following in the steps of
His Master whose faithful and devoted servant
he was, and whose own claims and authority
had seemed to the world absolutely invalidated
' by the overwhelming degradation and shameful
humiliation of the Cross? The Death of
Christ was but a seeming defeat. The Enemy
who sought to accomplish it met his doom in
his apparent success. The secret of the glorious
victorv over that eftort of the Evil One was
made known in Eden, at his first attempt fo
thwart, the Divine will. The bruising of the
heel of the Seed of the woman, would mean the
bruising of the head of the foe himself. The
. death of the Son of God was the destruction of

His adversary. C

Satan Buffefed.

- We similarly see God's wonder-working way
in the matter of physical weakness. How many
a worker who is tried in health feels that much
more effective service could he rendered if only
he were frce from the malady ! Here again the
lesson of Paul's life had been recorded for our
comfort., Doubtless he felt that his loved
ministry was much impeded by his * thorn in
the flesh.”
it might depart from him. Though his request
was not granted. the Lord saw to it, not only
that he should Le comforted, but that all that
was needed by way of explanation should be
made known to him. There was both the
preventive side of the trouble and the empower-
ing side. Not only did he learn that it was
inflicted .lest he should be exalted overmuch
through the greatness of the rovelations he had
received, but he also learned gladly to glory in
his weaknesses, that the power of Christ might
rest upon him. Let us note, too, the abiding
effort which the gracious word of the Lord had
upon him. He records it not as a mere historical
incident, but as something the comfort of
which he had felt ever since, and was still
enjoying. ‘“ He hath said (not ‘' He said )
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for
My strength is made perfect in weakness ”
(2 Cor. xii. 9). The consequence was that he
could say, “ When I am weak, then am I strong.”
That was the outcome of Satan’s buficting.
The hindrance became a help. Satan’s messen-
ger became the Lord's minister. Muany and

many a servant of God has been similarly tried.”
How Dblessed the comnfort of this record of
Paul’s experience! And how wonderful will
Le the revelation, in the coming Day, of God’s
dealings with us in our service here below !

Satan Traduced.
We learn from the Apostle of other ways in
which his service was hampered. His heart
must have been sorely tried by the constant

‘activity of those who traduced him, imputing

. hy influential opponents.

He besought the Lord thrice that

things to him of which he was not guilty, and
seeking to undo his work hy misrepresentation
and insinuation. This he particularly mentions
in the second Epistle to the Corinthians, The
gospel had proved fruitful in Covinth, both
aniong Jew and Gentile. During the initial
difficulties the Lord had revealed to him that
He had ¢ much people in that city.” We are
therefore not surprised to find that the opposi-
tion of the Adversary was vigorous and varied.
The character of his ministry was disparaged
He was accused of
changing his opinion and of fickleness {2 Cor. i,
17, 18); of awalking according to the flesh
(x. 2); of inferior capacities in his nrinistry
(x. 10); of acting toward the saints by guile
and taking advantage of them for his own
ends (xii. 16, 17). Unfavourable comparisons
were made between him and other -apostles
(xi. 5, 6), and the service he had rendered in-
such disinterestedness and genuine love was in
other ways defamed. All this must have
been exceedingly burdensome. Moreover these

_matters required firm handling, not in the spirit
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of mere self-defence, but for sake of the Lord's
work and the profit of the church. We can
understand something of the stress under
which this Epistle was written.

There can be scarcely anything more trying
for the servant of the Lord than misrepresenta-
tion of his motives and methods, and especially
when he might have expected that those who
act thus would seek an opportunity of an inter-
view with him, and of becoming acquainted
with facts. Sometimes it pleases God thus to
test faith. Yet even these obstacles are under
Hisy control and become His instruments for
the carrying out of His purposes. Difficulties
are intended to draw us nearer to the Lerd.
Thus, learning that all our resources lie in Him,
we derive from Him the power to enable us, if
our private interests are at stake, to manifest
the spirit of Christ towards our detractors, 1f,
on ihe other hand, the honour of His Name and
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the blessing of His people require that the
matter be taken up in any way, the Lord is
ready to impart the wisdom and strength to do
so, and from Him alone can we derive it. In
each respect the Apostle, who so closely followed
the Lord, has set us an example.

“God is His Own [mterpreten; >

Hindrances in service come from within as
well as from without. Against these we ever
need to be on the watch. There is always a
tendency for our service to become merely
mechanical, in other words, void of that
spiritual power which must ever be present if
we are to be used of God. Only the help of the
Hely Spifit is suffieient for the maintenance of
that power. It is His graclous ministry to
lead 1§ eenstantly Inte cemmunion with Ged,
that is to say, inte the realisation of fellowship
with the Father and with the Sen. and this He
dees threugh the Werd of Ged. Times ef
esmmunien, alene with the Lord, undistrasted
By earthly eireumstaneces, are essential for
spiritual vitality 1n serviee. We must be frst
eeeupied with Christ if we are to be eccupled
fer Him. .Indeed, the gfeseﬂtation of our
bedies  a living saerifice, hely, aceeptable unto
Him* s deseribed as ouf reasonable (of
intelligent) service (Rem. xli. 1). The word in
this passage denotes that form of service which
is itselt an aect of worship.

Then, again, the influence of the world without
is apt to find a ready entrance into our inner
life. Comttmct with the world, inevitable in our
work for the Lord, tends to deaden our sensitive-
ness to sin. For the- isolated missionary,
surrounded continually by the grossness of
heathenism, the conditions are acknowledged
to be unspeakably testing in this respect ;
but nowhere can we afford to be negligent in
watching against the gradual encroachment of
the power of the world upon our spiritual life,
and the consequent diminution of spiritual
vigour.

ow perfect is the provision made for us. by
which the hindrances arising from the flesh
within may be counteracted and removedil
The unremitting ministry of our Great High
Priest, the efficacy of His precious blood, the
work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and the
regtifying and guiding power of the Word of
God, these arc our unfailing resources.

Rewards of Service.

+To the devoted servanmt of Christ the service
He appeints carries its own reward. The love

*7

that has liberated him from the bondage of sin
has captivated his soul. For one who appreci-
ates, even in a small measure, what his Redeemer
has done for him, it suffices that he should be
the bondservant of Jesus Christ. Grace it is
that provides us with service to render. "I
was made a minister (or servant)," the Apostle
says, “ acvording to tie grace of God wihich
was given me " (Ephn.iii. 7). The unutterable
love of Christ is enough to preclude our looking
upon any reward of our service as the motive
of that service. Still less as the outcome of
merit on the servant’s part. He Himself
taught His disciples to say, aftee they had
fulfilled their service, “ \We aie unprofitablke
servants ; we have done that which was eur
duty to do."”

There is, however, another side to this, and
the Lord constantly directed the hearts of His
followexrs for their encouragement to the
reward which would eventually be theirs.
Thus, concerning deeds of kindness He said.
“ He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a
prophet shall receive a prophet's reward ; and
he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of
a righteous man shall, receive a righteous man’s
reward, and whosoevar shall give to drink unto
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only,
in the name of a disciple, verily [ say unto you
he shall in no wise lose his reward "' (Maitt. x. 41,

42, rR.V.),
Concernin, ve,‘gction and reproach for His
sake, He said, ** Blessed are ye when men shall

hate you, and when they shall separate you
from their company, ami shall reproach you,
and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
Man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day and leap
for joy : for behold your reward is great in
heaven *' (Luke vi. 22, 23).

Again, concerning self-saerifice for His sake,
“ There is no man that hath left house, or
parents, or brethren, or wife, or childrem, for
tho kingdom of God's sake,, wlio shall not
receive manifold more in this present time,
and in the world to come life everlasting "
(Luke xviii. 28, 80). .

Faithful stewardship would result in the
reward of authority hereafter (Luke xii. 44),
and similary the Lord’s explanation of the
parable ef the nebleman and his servants_who
were left to trade with his meney, was * Unto
every one that hath, to him shall be given ; but
froni him that hath not, even that wlucli he
hgthzgshall be taken away from him " (Luke
xix. 20).
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. 8o elsewhere in the Word of Gaodi, the Holy
8pirit constantly directs us to have regard to
the reward, and warns us of the possibility of
losing it. "Moses is brought before us as a
pattern for our faith in this respect. The
reason assigned to his decision to be * evil
entreated with the people of Godi " instead of
enjoymg pleasures of sin for a season, was that,

‘ accoumting the repruscin of Cliviist greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt, he had
respect unto the recompense of the reward.™

Reproach for Christ was his Present Riches.

The reward weuld eefme after. That is ever €6
be the order. Christ Himself, fisst:; the reward
He gives, seeefid. Leyalty o Christ will never
fail of present blessing and future recoOMpense.
Never did a saint suffer spirituallly by aeeumu:
lated wealth aee ffem enduranee ef
re%fosehes for Christ.
he manner in which the Apostle Paul had
respect .unto the recompense of reward is
strikingly brought out in his first Epistle to the
Corimthians. Speaking of his service in the
gospel, he tslls of his efforts to gain both Jew
and Gentile ; ; he says, “ I am become all things
to all men, that I may by all means save some.
And I do all talhmgs for the gospel's sake, that I
@&ngap eof * (1 Cor. ix.
3, B.Y)) ow thoroughly the mwessenger
W&§ 1é§n§rﬁ@d with his message! The blessing
wrought by the gospel was his own blessing.
There eould be no half-heartcdness about wor
carried on like that. He then applies to his
service the metaphors of the race-course and
the boxing-match, I therefore so rmm," he
says, ‘‘as not unmimrdyy, so fight I (the
Greek word means * buox ™, seee 1B.W,,, margiin)) ass
not beating the air: but I buffet mv bodv and
bring it into bondage: lest by any means after
that I have preached to others, I myself should
be rejected.” There was no false step in the
running, no random blow in the buffeting. We
miss his meaning if we take him to indicate the
actual beating of the body in outwardly imposed,
ascetic discipline. Om the contrary, he kept
his natural inclinations and propensities in
severe check, in order that his members might
be in entire sub]ectlon to the will of God for
His service. He mortified the deeds of the
body. But while lie does this for the Lord's
sake, as His servant, his ege is on the Judgment
Seat. It is possible to be eternally saved by
as a b@ ever and yet to be disapproved at
he time reward-giiving there. In the

Olympian games in Greece, a Gxmpetitor who
had infringed the regulations was pronounced
adokimmes aft tire deemaa. Butt tive medtenr dit nodt
end there. He was requiredi to place at his own
expense a bronze image of Jupiter at the
entrance of the arena, as the lasting memorial
of his disqualification. The intense solenmity
of the possibility of - disqualification at the
Judgment Seat of Christ, led the Apostle to
undergo the rigid discipline mentioned above.
Stretching forward to the things that are
before, he pressed on * toward the goal unto the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

The Vital *How ’’ and *“What ™

There is a selemn passage in the same Epistle
fégafdm reward, and less of reward, in eshnee:
tien w1£ e§ el werik and subsequent servies
iR Buil&m a§§embhe§ First, there is the
metapher f@Wﬂ frem ®. One labeurer

1ants and anether waters: Beth are ene, as

od’s fellow-werlers. THeir rewards are te
differ aceording te the labeur ef saén Then
there is the metapher of the builder. * If any
man buildeth' sn the feuﬁaau% geld, silver,
preeies stenes; weed, ha §tubhle eae man's
werls shall be made maﬁ @gt for ¢ e day shall
declare it beeause it is revealed in fire ; aﬂa the

fire itself shall prove eaeh man's werk ef what
§8f£ {18 (1 : Qz 1% is pessible {8
Eags in servies m eeaﬁee iR with the ges el

ding to met ea§ wmen may 3;89

&R etive 2nd §HEES§ ?e which afs %
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he ** wiill botth bring to light tho hidden things
of darkness, and make manifest the counsels
of the hearts ; and then shall each man have
his praise from Godi *** (iv. 1-56). We must not
act toward our fellow-servants as if we were on
the judgment seat. The Judge Himself, by
whom actions are weighed, will in that day
bestow upon each one the praise that is due.
How faithfully the Apostle wrought in
building up the saints ! How true to the pattern
was his work ! tly he is able to say
with confidence to the Thessalon’zm saints,
* For whet is our hope, or joy, or crowm of
glorying ? Are not even ye before our Lord
Jesus at His coming ?”—lit.,, *“in His
Parousia ”’ (1 Thess. ii. 19). Similarly the saints
at Philippi are his ** joy and crown » (Phil, iv 1).
Here are rewards open to all, rewards for winning
and caring for souls. Then, a special rewardl is
to be given for falthfulness in pasteral werk.
The under shepherds whe have themselves

been examples to the flock the while they have
shepherded them, will receive from the Chief
Shepherd a crown of glory at His appearing
(1 Pet. v. 3, 4).

Let all our service be characterized by two
things especially. Firstly, let it be rendered
‘- heantilly &s to the Lord.** For “ of the Lord
we are to receive the rewand of the inheritance.”
Secondly, let our heart's affections be set upon
His return. The crown of righteousmess is to
be given to all them that have loved His appear-
ing. Loving His appearing is something very
practical. With the Apostle it meant figlting
the good fignt, finishing the course, and keeping
the faith (2 Timn. iv. 7, 8). To the day of
reward the Lord Himself looks forward. and
almost His last word to His servants is,** Behold
I come quiclily; and My rewerd s with Me

sugsesting His pleasure In bestewing it], 6
give-every man aeeerding as his werk shall be.”

The Whole Burnt Offering

A Précs of Address.

Ezra fi. 1-6. The Whele Burnt Offering is
an inclusive representation that Gedl has exeuy-
thing—tite Whole Offering.

And not only does this Altar represent God
getting * the whalle""" aftfriigg, butt alikv Gmbis
rights are represented by the Altar. The Altair
was. opon the threshold of the Tabernacle—
right at the door. Ex. xl. 6, 29, and compare
Lev. xvii. 9, Deut, xii. 13, 14.

Ezra iii. 3. The first thing that Ezra did
when he began his ministry there, was to set
the Altar in its right place.

So should the Cross be at the door. Even
in heathen lands the threshold is recognised as a
chief place and has testimony borne to it as
being Sacred.

The Sovereignty of God is taught in this
Altar—God first—God's place ffigtt. And God
the right to ** All"" And alweys (Num. xxviii. 3,
Ex. xxix. 38). - Not the Church first, or oneself
first or anything else in life. And not God first
only on Sunday, and every other day ours—
but emeny day. Ezra iii. 3, 4 (Offered the daily
Burnt Offering). That in all things He
might have the first place (Call i. 18)). In home,
in time, in private life (and public) in friendship,
relationship, and for time and for etennity. A
on that Altar. Is it not so often our time, our
home, our things, and not * God's ™ {

AN have to be brought there into relationship
with this Altar (Ezek. xliii. 109). And remember
that there is no * revelation * and no prayer-
life till He has His right place in our hearts and
life, and evefythlﬁﬁ 8 on the Altar. His voice
is net heard fully till then (Ps. eill. 20 ; Is. vi. 4).
His velee was heard at the Altar in His Heuse.
His volee 1s net heard where there is any
reservation. Next everything had to be
sprinkled with the Blood -(Heb. i¥, 21; Ex.
xxiv. 8, xxix. 20, 21). The ear—the hand—
the feet, and all the vessels.' In this way Ged's
rights are realised in His Hetise.

Everything in His House is only * living,"
as in right relationship to the Altar and the
Blood. Sec the Lord's Table. How it is
regarded to-day as Man's table and under Man's
system. Some cannot come who are the
Lord's true children—because prevented by
Man, when the responsibility should be on
them. No, it is the Lord's Table in His House
and all His true childrem can come. Christ
is the Head. And He as Son over His House
is Head and Host.

Christ is the anti-type, the one Altar or
meeting-place between God and Mam, the one
only atonement for sinners, the one sacrifice,
and the one priest. Christ's Godhead, on whiclh
He offered His manhood. And He being the
Burnt Offering prevents the haaiifiee being
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consumed by God’s fiery judicial wrath against
Man. He the true Altar from whom We
derive the spiritual food. The Ioly Spirit
teaching us that we must go forth after Him
from legal ceremonialism (Heb. xiii. 10-13).
The Epistle to the Hebrews written by reason
of the adherents to the risible Altar. Paul says
“We have an Altar” but it is a spiritual
Altar and sacrifice. Now Hebrews contrasts
the outward with the unseen spiritual things.
The Altar marks the unity of God—one
God—as contrasted to the Many Altars.
*  Christ *“the Sacrifice” and Christ * the
Priest.” ' )
For us and God, Christ both Victor and
Victim, and therefore Victor because Vietim,
For us and God, Priest and Sacrifice, and
therefore Priest because ‘* the Sacrifice.”” Mak-
ing us to God “ Sons in Christ.”” As Victim
He was the Sacrifice of the Altar (John i. 29).
The Lamb of Gor on the Altar, both Victim
and Victor. As Victor He has *“ overcome”
all in meeting Sin, Death, The World, The
Flesh, The devil.
As Priest He laid down His life (John x. 18)
And He dismissed His Spirit (Luke xxiii. 16).

A Book with a Message -

WE have had much blessing in reading

¢ Meal in a Barrel,”’

by Miss Amy Wilson Carmichael. Here are
one or two fragments :—

* In order to produce a movement of a vital
spiritual nature someone must sufier, someone
must go through sore travail of soul before a
living movement. outwardly visible, can be
born.” :

S ) * % *

* Faith has nothing to do with circumstances.
It deals entirely with the word of God. Iaith
does not feed upon the experiences of others,
. though these may be a stimulus: its food is
found in the promises of God."”

»* *x *

“I used to ask for Gideon’s flecce, a sign
which I could not mistake, and how often He
did kindly answer me by a sigu. T kpew, of
course, that it was a child’s way of gunidance.
As more comrades joined the Fellowship and
%0 there were more with whom to confer an
pray, this guidance
- frequent.”

by sign became less

“What really tries the soul is spiritual
defeat, and the devil has seen to it that wé shall
taste of that. Sometimes the love and toil of
years for some particular man or woman
scems to go up in smoke. It is then we know
what the trough of the wave can be. If is a
place where fcelings fail us, and even prayer
%L.n appear to fail us, and we can only turn to

im.” ‘ .

“ It is a comfort to reinember that the Lord
does not look at feelings but only at desires.

Prayers that are barren of feeling are not

refused,”
* * *

“ God is waiting to speak to us in the depths
of our hearts, and he will speak if only we will
be quiet enough to listen.”

“ We cannot go through life strong and
fresh on constant express trains, with ten min-
utes for lunch ; but we must have quiet hours,
seeret places of the Most High, times of waiting
upon the Lord, when we renew .our strength,

“and learn to mount upon wings as eagles, and
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then come back to run and not he weary, walk

and not faint." :
] * *

‘“ It requires much courage to be alone with
God....It is then that all which is of self,
all subtle egotism—the egotism which takes
such a multitude of forms—is searched and
hunted out of the soul. It cannot live in His
presence.
beneath the feet, and the soul trembles even
to receive any honour of men, or to be recog-
nisecl in this world as of any worth.”

* * *

“ Baptism, if it ke vital, always leads
straight to a new attack. Of course; if it be a
mere formal function Apollyon takes no notice.
Nothing happens, for nothing has beea don~.”

* * »

‘“ Andd then ! Perhaps sheer nothingness.
Ashes of nothingness. A sense of innermost
abandonment, an emptying out of each con-
stitnent and natural foree by which we come
to Dbe....*The Lord hear thee, help thee,

strengthen thee, * Remember all thy ofierings,

awd accept thy burnt sacrifice, grant thee thy
heart’s desive, and fultil all thy mind,” Accept
thy burnt sacrifice—-Turn to ashes Thy bumt
offering.”’

The praise of man kecomes as dust
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Spiritual Principles in ‘' Acts”

A Précis of Address.

TwE record of the Holy Spirit taking things
into His own hands in the outset.

Acts the record of the Holj* Spirit beginning
the building of the Church.

He has the whole pattern alreadly in view
and he is now building * according to the
pattern.”

The Tabermacle is alrezdyy fimisthed, perfected,
and filled with the gloty. In Acts the Holy
Spirit is going to build the corporate Temple
aceording to the pattern He has in hand, the
Perfegt thing new (the Hesvexly).

Acts is a book of principles.

Let us now notice the two records of the
building of the Temple. I. Kings v and
IL. Chron. vi. are both different in points of
record.

In Chronicles you have a great mass of
detrall, such as the measurements, numbers,
foundation, &c., while in Kiwges these are not
there, but you have two other Important
things—the Iﬂfﬂ@ﬁéﬂl workmanship and the
gloryy of the Kihgy (Selomon)

In Chronicles * the subjectie'' of the
principles and the laws. In Kings - “the
objective ** of the building going on.

Here you* have something to build for—an
objertt in vi iy in view—and all the
practical work has to be done in the fight of
thet. It is the glory of the King.

Tiie Holy Spirit has taken the building of the
Temple into His hands in Acts. He has all
the pattern and the principles, and He is very
particular evem to a simgle number and the
slightestt deviatiom from the he- dheediss
at once and arrests. It is the vision of the gy
of the Kihg that is making Him careful to a

etail, and recognising that, he honours all the
pattern according to the Word.

Now let us take this type up into the New
Testament where * we are workers together
with Him ** (ll.. Cor.. vi. 1) the same principles
are here. The Holy Spirit is exceedingl
particular—there is nothing careless in His work.
The builders here, too, must do everything in
building ‘ according to the pattern*™ to a
dietail, and not building as we may like.

According to the Divine order he must have
iho house in absolute order, oven to a figure
or fraction—but at the same time the Holy

Spirit is presenting the glories of the Head and
in the light of that the work—ewverything must
be perfect. If we violate a principle the Holy
Spirit must withdraw from it and He is not in
it and then it besmnes nalcedghpatih.

The Holy Spirit would save us from our own
personal intrusion getting into the building, so
He keeps the Lord Jesus and His glory always
before us.

.This in the Acts is the Buildiimg going on
‘S‘mmdim to the Patterm ™ amd by the Holy
pirit.

Acts i. 14 : “*And My ™. ...

“ Subjectiion " iis the Principle of the House
in the building of His Temple (subjection to the
Sovereignty of the Holy Spirit). See this in
the Life of the Lord when he was but 12 years
old. He says “ Wist ye mot [ must be about
My Father's business' —ssifgettell always to
something higher.

See in the life of ¥Mawy -also—to her there’
must have come the fear of .misunderstanding.
&e. Yet she says * Be it unto me according
to Thy word * (Luke i. 30)). Subjection to Him
“not my will *—coming the wy of the Cumss.
It is subjection for her all the way.

Mary as the mother of Jesus is distinguished
but the purpose, not just because of her human
importance. (Acts 1. I4).

Ephesians v. 24 ami 32. * Subjection * in
the Church. The law of subjection is a Divine
Law—it is God's appointed way for His
redeemed ones, and Hi¥ way to the Throne.
He went dowii to Nazareth and was subject
to His Earemtts He emptied Himself. He
became obedient unto death (Phil. ii.).

The Lord has moddled His Church on this
very primcigle. Everyone has to come imto
subjection, even those who are in authority—
they have to be subject to the Lord. No one
is put into authority until they have learned
subjection and to serve. Ceomning under, in
order to be taught—made the foot-mat then He
takes them up. Had to learn obedience till
all is under Christ and all the self-principle
broken and all feeo?nislng the Headship of
Christ. We see ali earthly relationships
motlded on the same prineiple and His Heuse
alse medelled en this safmie piineiple—Sub-:

jestien. Net that He wants te suppress fer

suppressien's sake, but that He knews that any
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prrsonal taking hold is of the flesk and so of the
Devil. Only those are put in places of au-
Dority who have learned subjection. This is a
thivine law—to serve like the Master. Even
of Christ it is written *‘ and then shall ¢ the Son’
be subject unto Him ” (1. Cor. xv. 28).

See too how * Shepherds ” are made ** Kings,”
but first Kings become Shepherds. What would
Moses be thinking to himself as he sat minding
a few sheep and =aying “ Well, this /s a job!™
after his life in the palace of Pharoah. But it
was in order that he might become * the meekest
man " and that “no flesh should glory in His
presence.”” Study the same principle as illus.
trated in the lives of women in the Bible!

Women in Scripture always represent some
spiritual principle—human relationships as
having been instituted by God and coming
from the Mind of God and from the Hand of
God, and intended as models of - Heavenly
things. Marriage relationships on earth repre.
sent eternal relationships and spiritual principles.
The Holy Spirit is coming out with the mind of
God on this matter. o

Take three women in the Acts:

i. 14: Mary, the mother of Jesus—not
because of her hman and natural ground is she
important—the Holy Spirit does not act in
“ that way. ~That ground is gone—" Who is my
mother ? The Holy Spirit has something
else in mind—the angel Gabriel coming to her
and announcing what He did—watching how
with a pure spirit she accepted it in her utter-
ance *‘ Be it unto me according to Thy word.”

There were two lines possible here for her—one .

of revolt and refusal and standing on her
dignity in all that it involved (and she doubtless
had to meet it in after years). Because of this
she could have said ‘‘ No never—Not that way.”
But in humble subjection she subjected herself

to the revealed will of God. She took that’

course and all her life was along this line of
subjection. ‘ Woman, behold Thy Son.” Even
the Church in being built by the Holy Spirit
on this principle. Compare Ephesians v,—the
Holy Spirit there is saying the same: ** Wives
be subject to your husbands, as the Church is
subject to Christ.”

The tremendous place the law of subjection
has in the Word of God—God's appointed way
to the Throne, even in His Redemptive work
in Christ, bringing in the Sovereignty of the
Headship of Christ.

Acts ix. 3G-41 : Dorcas.

Another woman who represents another

principle—Resurrection  ILife.  Sec
between the natural and the higher plane of the
Spirit—the merely human and sentimental there
weeping and making a lot of the woman. That
i§ the lower plane and the Holy Spirit puts
that out. It 1s not merely human ground here.
He clears the ground of thaf. Not a gquestion
of human merit or appeals to the sympathies—
the Holy Spirit cannot use that—He has to put.
it out. We arc facing death—not the tears
nor the story told of her good works. Peter
knows that all that is on natural ground must
go out. The Holy Spirit knew just where
Peter was—he did not just happen to be there—
nor did the Holy Spirit do it because she was &
gooid woman. No, “‘ get that all out " (v. 40).
The Holy Spirit is building the Church on
Spiritual and Divine principles of life and that
Resurrection Life—the false life must go oul.
It is death we are dealing with and we cannot
touch death on lower ground. Building on
human sympathies and stirring stories and tears

is on the hAuman plane—it iz the false life which

the Holy Spirit brings to death and * He puts
them eall forth ™" (v. 40) and brings in Diuvine
Resurrection Life, and God alone did it and
no one else. Here is the Holy Spirit building
the Church on Resurrection Life.
Acts xxvi. 13-13, 40 : Lydia. :
Another woman who represents another
Erinciple—that of Spiritual intelligence—" the
ord opened her heart ” so she gave heed by
the opened heart. Compare Eph. i. 18 " the
eves of our understanding being enlightened.”
The apostles found their place of rest in the
house of spiritual intelligence. The ** en-

lightened ™ ones gravitated to the house of.

Lydia after being let out of. prison—no doubt
knew of her spiritual intelligence. (We would
rather stay in prison than go to some homes
where there is no sympathy or openness of
heart.) People of spiritual intelligence are
to-day building the house and they gravitate
likewise towards such and the house is built in
strength this way, but the Holy Spirit is the
Builder. It is never given to man to build
alone. “ I will build My Church,” the Lord
always the Builder. God will get a company
who will satisfy Him on the plane He has set
down—and it must be wrought out by the
Holy Spirit and not man only. We are only
builders when governed and dominated by tlie
Holy Spirit.

Further study.  Aects xviit, 2 and 18.26:
Agquila and Priscilla.
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SPECIAL GATHERINGS
DURING 1930

Particular attentiom is invited to the diates,

as under, of the SPECIAL GATHERINGS

which it is proposed to hold (God Willing),

from March to Awgust, 1930. Information

la due course will be furnished concerning
the period after August.

AT HONOR OAK

MARCH - . - 1st and 2nd, also 29th and 30th.
ABRIL - - - - (Easter) 18th to 2lst.
MAY - - - - - 106th and 1lth.
JUNE S Le . -~ (Whitsum) 7th to Sth.
JULY - - - - -, 5th and 6th.
AUGUST. - . . - - 2nd to 4th.f

Except as here stated, these will take the place of the Special Gatherings
jsually held during the week-andls containing the first Sunday of the
respective months.

HOLIDAY CONFERENCES AT BOGNOR

JULY 5th to 12th - - Espedally for YOUNG PEOPLE
JULY 12th to 1%th - - - OPEN TO ALL

Requests for accommudation at any of the above should be made to the
Ssorettary, Honor Oak Christiiem, Fellowship Centre, Honor Oak Road,

<ondon, S.E.23. Early application is particuikedlly necessary for the Easter,
Whitsun, August and Holiday Conferences.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 8 - Searchable

The Honor Oak Christitam Fellowship Centre,
HONOR OAK ROAD, LONDON, S.E.23,

Mestimgs for Spiritual Edification, the Proclamation of the Gaspel, Prayer and Fellowship
SumpAYS at 10.30 a.m. (Lord’s Table), 11.15 a.m., 3 p.m. (Young People). 6.30 ..

Monpays at 7.30 p.Mm.
WEDNESDAYS at 8 P.M.

Twespays at 8 P.ivl. (Young People).
SATURDAYS at 7.30 P M.

The Guest House is open to receive guests for the period of the conferences or at other

times as the Lord leads,
Telegrams : ' Syndesmes, Forest, London."

Tele

: Sydenham 55216.
Cables : S

, Londaon*'

Editerial eommunications with regard to this paper should be addressed to Mr. Austin-Sparks.

‘A Witness and a Tesfimmrgy "’
—lssued bi-mombilly.

No Subscription, but maintained by the gifts of the Lord's people.

—

*\Wiitmess and Testimony™ Literature

Br T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.

‘The Cemtrality and Universality of the
Cross.' Price 9d.

‘ Inmonporation into Christ.” No. 1.

*Ineorgorasioon oo Chiristt’ Neo. 2.

‘ Incorporation into Christ." No. 3.

These are now published in one wolume,
price 6d., coloured art cover.

% Tittee Iinnerr Méan off tire Hepartt!” Pricec 334

 Wisioon sl Womadiom” Pricec 22d.

‘ The Prisoner of the Lord." Price 2¢.

' The Cnans and the deliveranee of the Mind.

Price ld.
Tiee Redense off the Londl” Pnitee (.

Diagrams.
1. The Centrality and Universality of the

Cross.

2. The Cross and our Salvation.
3. The Attitude of the Crucified Ones

Toward Each Other.

4. The Cross and the New Creation.

5. The Crass and the New Man.

6. The Cross and the Promise of the Father.
7. * In Christ Jesus.'

* Tho Holy Spirit and The Cnazs, The Church 14. each, or 9d. per diozen.

and The Second Comming of Christ.’ Price 1d.

WE acknowledge with gratitude the receipt of
the undermentiiorestl gifts towards the expenses
of this papee (Decemibar 1, 1929, to January 31,
1930) =—

Detroit, Kansas, 1s. 3d.: New York, §s. 2d.;
Vancouver, B.C.,, 7s. lild. : Swarthmore, U.§.A,,
12s. 2d.; Germantown, Phil., 5s. od.; Phila-
delphia, £1 8s. 5d. ; Toronto, 14s. 2d. ; Bangalore,
India, £1 0a. 5d.; Malta, 5s.: Nairobi, Kenya,
28. 10d. ; Guernsey, 2s. and 2s. il ; Clonakilty,
Co. Cork, 4s. ; Dublin. 5s. ; Belfast, 3s. ; Damascus.
10s. ; Schweifiit, Sywria, 8s.; Glasgow, 2s. €dl,,
1s. 6d., and 4d.; Paisley, 2s. ; Edinburgh, 3s.;
Bargoed, Glum., 4d. ; Bogmer, 64l ; Birkenhead,
2s. 6d. ; Blackpool, 9s. 64l and 2s. 2d. ; Carshalton,

— o—

4

¢ The: Watchword of The Son of Nan." 3d

Ackinomlbeltnesniss

1s. Gdl.; Chorlton-c-Hurdly, 1s.-5d.; Chichester, as.;
Eastbourne, £1 anil 5s.; Knowle, Birmingham,
2s. &dfl ; Leeds, 2s. il ; Leigh-on-Sea, 10s. and
2s. Gfl.; Matlock, 5s. ; Lowestoft, 2s.; Liverpoel,
£1 ; Margate, 2s. ; Heaton, 5s. od. ; Jarrew, 5. ;
Nerwieh, 5s. ; Sanclewn, 3s. td.; Headingley,
Leeds, 2s.; Sichouth, 8d.; Tipton, 2s. @d.;
Wolverhampton, 1s. 2d7; Gateshead, 4s. @4, ;
W. Menkton, 2s. 10d. ; Tunbridge Wells, 5s.
and Bs. ; Stathern, 5s. ; Anerley, 4s. and 7s. @d. ;
Eltham, 5s.; Forest Gate, E., 2s. 6dl.; Harrow
Read, W., 15.; Chelsea, 2s. 8d. ; Cranston Road,
8.E., 2s. éﬂ-; U?%% Nerwood, 5s. and 6s. ; Kings
Ceollege Hespital, 2s. 6dl; Plumstead, 5§ ;
Wemlalagﬂ 1s. 1d. ; Wimbledon Cemmen, 25. 6dl;
toeal, £23 15, Uid.—Tetal, £39 17s. 0dd.

T Printed by The Athesmuan Press, L and 13 Bream's Buildings, Loudon, E.C.4
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“ Greetimgss; 1 the mame of the Lord Jesus™

Honor Osak Christian Fellowship Centre.
13 Honor Ozk Road,
London, S.E.23.
Burovep oF THE LoORD,

In coming to you in this personal and direct
way we are led by a strong and pressing con-
straint, and we want that, if it be from the
Lord, this should be shared in prayer by all
who have His interests at heart. Our desire
is to be but a voice with the Lord's emphasis
for the time; not to organise -mwthing,
Ezekiel in his vision did but speak the Lord's
word in the power of the Spirit to the scattered
amsl dry bones. The rest was spomntaneous
because it was of Godi.. This is all that we
desire or hope for, if it might be. “The burden
of our hearts is gathered up in the word ** Fellow~
ship." There is no end to the enemy’s activities
to destroy and prevent this amongst the Lord's
children, It is his most fruitful and successful
method of work and campaign. And there is
nothing which means such loss to our Lord.
The means used by the adversawy are legion,
amdl to try and catalogue them would mean
just to miss that other one by which he would
galn his peint after all. So it is safest to
wateh the end first and then nete the method.
Between the epen and uneencealed assertive-
nesses of the flesh te the fog or vapeur of sus-
pieien, deubt, reservation, there are laby-
finthine ways and innumerable tracks by whieh
that end 1s reached whieh sees fellowship
Breken ef paralysed

Then back of these there is another un-
countable set of causes: intellectual, ecclesias-
tical, social, - teachings, acceptances, tempera-
ments, appreciations, levels of light and grades
of maturity, &, &z, We do not want this
letter to develop into a treatise on Christian
unity, but there is one thing which seems to us
to be a vital key to the greater part—if not all—
of the difficulty. What a difference might be
brought about if we fully recognised that the
fel'owship of believers is ** The fellomsthiip of the
Holy Spirit," * The unity of the Spirit."

Every born anew child of God has—as differ-
ing from all others—sometihimg of the Spirit in
common. It may be but in its infant stage,
or it may be almost smothered and buried
by many other things, but it is there, and with
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steady refusal to be put off by the other thing
present or “* to know after the flesh,”” that thing
of the Spirit may be discovered, appreciated,
led out, and made the basis of increase. Arve
we not too much put back by that whieh
we do not have in common so that ALL is lost ?
Surely it is here that we begin. But then,
oh that the Lord would in these days of such
terrific spiritusll resistance and inroads of the
enenw bring a cry into all hearts for a standing
together just as far as possible in spirit, and
spiritual co-operation of all who are on the
common ground of the ““ Name," the Cross, the
Sovereignty of the Lord Jesus !

Perhaps in this matter there will have to be a
great repentance and confessiom of sin. In a
day when the people of Godl were torn and
sundered, Hezekiah instituted a “ sin offering
for all Israel after which he sent to gather
to the Passover—the Lamb slain—alll of Israel
from Dan to Beersheba—who would meet on
that common ground. ' Some mocked, biit serme
“ihumbled themselves.” It is-always so. It
eah only be by an appreciation of “the Lsxed
Jesus. Net to a teaching, or speeific festimeny
(as sueh) of organised eentre, bwt—whether
to ?la@es_ en earth of net—it miist be in spirit.
Fellewship-is a thing ef @ngmﬂﬁ Hpen & esmmen
basis of life and appresiation. We are to love
all men, But we ean eAly have fellaw.s,mer%lI \here
the Lerd Jesus is the eehie centre s Seek l%ﬂ
andl exaltation. We are fist esneerned With the
problem of Whether there éan Be 8F is 18 be &

réat esming tegether of all CRAARS iR HAIGA
efore the Lord comes. T face that ment
watld Fﬁf $6. But we a8 eBHEer Wit
the spirit ot fellwship, Which is the Feliawshi
il & e e oo bty Taei s R,
you {8 taks it HB%W&? s EE?B’E% the ;{:BH?

Knowing what we do as to the thoughts of
many concerning us, we are perhaps -bound to
say something about ourselves in this connec-
tion. Whatever may be the impressions
abroad, we want to say again with greater
emphasis than ever that we stand with and for
the whole Body of Chwrish! We are not a sect.
We are not an organisation. We are not a
headquarters with bramches in different places.
We are not a closed eempany. We do not say

oo
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6r think that we arc in any speciat way * tlic
Body of Chriist,' or that that which we teach is
essential to make anyone a member of that Body.
We have always and at great cost stood for all the
people of Godt-as one Church. We left denomi-
nationalism purely and solely because we saw
this oneness of the Body, and that to press
denmominmational interests and programmes—
which we were regarded as under obligation to
do—was to be inconsistent with that vislen.
The Lord’s children ot almest every denemina:
tion and connectiom used to eeme to the full
whieh we seught te give, and we eeild
not thrust deneminatienal enterprises befere
them. Thus, net being allewed te be free in
tltle or nature we had te esme eut. Buf it was
fiever eur desire to set Up semething distinet
and separate as sueh. We had 3 hlessage, a
testimeny, it may be fuller than seme, and we
feel that the Lord has given us light, bBut.
beleved, it is net beund up With us. it is fer all
the Lard’s pesple whe need it, and it is held ia
trust for the whele Bady.

We have yet much to learn, and, as we have

the Spmit’s wittressstim wss too theetmatiy, wiee waartt tto

profit by His teaching of all those whom He is

leading in the way of life and light. When we
speak of ' Centre * as at Homor Oak, we mean
nothing more than a gathering point for the
Lord’s children as unto Himself, and whatever
may take place in time to come in the way of
“ development,” it will not be intended to be
a crystalising a separate movement, but only
the fulfilment of that ministry which we
have received of the Lord. We do so very much
desire that all shall be the work of the Holy
Spirit.” He creating a need in others and pro-
viding for it. Net eur impesing something on
others and demanding. a toeing of our llne.
We pray that the Lord will ever preserve that
whieh, belng a taste of His best, shall make His
children dissatisfied with the less.

Pray for us. It is in our hearts to seek a
prayer fellowship of alll those with whom we
have contact, and wc shall, from time to time,
send a letter by which the Witness and Testi-
mory readers all over the world may be brought
into this oneness at the Throne of Grace, and so
fulfil a ministry to the Lord in His Own House,

With a%%pm{esg 8f lave and épra;;ir:

gUFS 1R SHF Save iggh g{‘g} Jesys,
LR SRR

\Y

Retrospect and Prospect

Monthly Meetings at Honor Oak.

FEBRUARY.—A very blessed time was spent
as we gathered again for this season with the
Lord. We were very conscious of a deep work
being done in particular, and a gracious minis-
tration of life and love in general. The matter
with which we were occupied was ** The Holy
Spirit and the Living Testimony.” This was
opened up in relation to Life, Fellowship, Fruit-
fulness, Testimony, Freshness, Fulness. Our
vision was that of a glerifled Savieur and Lord
coming by the Hely Splrit to fill with sap the
trees of His own planting, that they shall be
ever green, bountiful in fruit, deflant of drought,
and strong against tenmpests.

It was indeed a time of His preciousness.

Again we had a full complenient for the
Guest House and the farther places were
represented.

MAxotr—This season of gathering twogether
was not one of wordls. Any words spoken were
only to lead quickly to a turning to the Lord.

It was with a sen-c of great burden that we
met ; a burden too strong and heavy for words.
There was a-ery aml a groan in our hearts
whieh ne words could express. The special
direction of this splrit of travail was for a new
mighty movemenit of the Spirit of the Lol in
relation to the Lord's people. the Klutly of Christ,
We were fiet eencerned for a moment with the
aspeet of sensation, demonstration, ™ signs,

&&., but with the matter of fellowship, life,
testimony,, and in all the glerifying of the
Lord Jesus. 1t was semething lald upon us,
net semething mentally cenceived and adopted.
It breke us dewn befere the Lord. Neither was
it sornething just of the time, for it had been
growing for menths. It has not passed, but
we belleve that sometining has been touched and
breught forth, and we are not without what we
belleve to be some new movemenit as a result,

Mission iu Lincolnshire,
During March some of the students have heen
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out on .spesicll service. Qur sister, MWiss xa
Otter has been greatly used of God in a mission
in Lincolnsiime. At the outset, and for a day
or two there was some stiff going and resistance.
This meant that ** All Prayer ”* was the weapon
galled Into action, and every moment ouiside
of the meetings was used in taking the ground
thus, Then came the break and a wnighty
yielding to God took place.

Nineteen souls came right through into
salvation.  Breaches between people were
healed, and many other marks of a real work
of the Spirit of God were apparent. Pray for
these brands plucked from the burning.

Ireland.

Our brothers, Speedy and Harper, have also
had a young people’s convention in the south of
Ireland near Cork. There are evidences of a
real work of God having been d' ne.

Blackpool.

Our brother Oliphamtt has been ministering
in Blackpool for a week or two. A little
company of the - Lord's people meeting in
* Emmanuel Hall * are seeking to be an instru-
ment for the meetimg of spiritual need, and there
is promise of something very useful to Him
there.

Friends might like to know of these
gatherings at ‘‘ Emanuel,” Talbot Road.

Newcastle.
Again we met with the Lord and a goodly
company of His children in the * Belgravia
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WA - Luainal.

Hadll” on Thursiiey and Friday, March 2.
and 21st. The word came through in strength.

Our sister, Mys. Nlenttiply, is carvyimg on with a

little company week by week, and she has now

been joined for work round tlie district by our

sisters Clarke and .Walker before they go to

China, if the Lord wills.

High Wycombe.

Our brothers, Speedy and Justin, have been
conducting a mission for a week in Wycombe
Marsh Baptist Church from April Gitn.  There
has been considerable bliessing.

Cark, Ireland.

Mr. Sparks has been in Cork five days from
April 6th. Pastor Gracey arranged these gather-
ings which were held in the Y.3I.C.A. Hall.

Easier Ctorffmence at Honor @2k

Good Eriday to Easter Monday (inclusive).
Gathering all day, each day.

United States.

Mr. Spariks expects (D.V.) to leave shortly for
America to carry out mini in various
centres. It is probable that he will sail on
the ‘ Aquitanica’ on May 17th, and that Wirs.
Sparks and Graham will be going with him. All

artieulars of meetings in U.S.A. ean be had
rem Mi. N. F. Deuty, Hephzibah Heuse,
51 West 7pth Street, New York.

Will friends be continually in prayer for
blessing and God's glory in this undertaking »

Holiday €Comferences at
Bognor

YOUNG PEOPLE'S
July 5th to 12th

FOR ALL
July 12 to 019th
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The Reactions of the Lord

No III.
(Continved.)

The New Cruse;

. TowARD the elese of eur last ehapter we
expressed the feeling that, while many weuld

ee with the statement that a-general renewal
1 spirifiwdll life 1s very mueh needed at this
time, there might net be sueh agreement with
euf further ebservatien that what is needed
speeifieally is a New Cruse, an instrument e
fermed te the mind ef Ged and selely g&g@ﬂ the
basis of sympathj’ with the Hely Spirit’s erder
and requirements. Perhaps such reservations
might be justified. People would mentally
picture some new exclusive body ; some select
company ; some iconoclastic movement; some
spiritually superior class. This would create or

arouse, suspicion, prejudice, resentment, fear,,

and apprehensiveness, and even although these
might betoken the * flesh and the activity
of the Spoiler—the Adversary, yet much might
be lost quite unnecessarily, and things be made
more difficult for the Lord than they need be.
How,, then, shall we substantiate the strong
conviction that a NEW cruse is imperative ?
Surely the only way that carries any hope is
by a recognition of the fact that in the history
of. the Divine re-actions the instrument was
always definitely relative, and not exclusive
and isolated. Although that instrument may
have been comparatively small in itself, it was
represemtative and linked with the whole
company of the elect.

Relative and Representative Hinistry.

Did Esther represent an instrument brought
to the throne for such a time as a plot by the
adversary for the death of God's, people and the
wipiﬂ?i out of His testimony in the earth?
Then her life and the life of the whole company
—although they were in captivity and “out
of the way “—was one, however privileged and
exalted may have been her calling. She was
invelved in the testimony, and this brought her
into a travall concerning the whole chosen race.
We shall have more to say about Esther.

This same relative and represenmtative func-
tion characterisedd Daniel and his lrcthren.

20

They took the condition of the whole captive
nation upon their hearts, and entered into what
we might call a vicarious repentance for the sin
of all their brethrem. They themselves were
the “ Overcomers " of that time, but all their
experience, revelation, and victory was in a
deep relationshij) to tlie people of Godl, though
apostate.

When Hezekizh was instrumentzl in turning
back the awful idolatry and wickedness made
so complete by Ahaz. he first of all instituted a
sin offering *“ for ALl kwael.” and them sent
letters throughout all Israel to call them to the
Passover at Jerusalemn. This is strikiimg when
we remember that Hezekiah was king over
Judah, not Israell; the kingdom being rent,
and entirely schismatic, with israel much more
idolatrous even than Judah. Tireebkiditssheeatt
went out to all, and did not allow the grosest
idolatry to create a spiritwal abandonment of
his so greatly errimg and sinning brethren.
This principle of relationship aml representation
can be traced throughout the Word, and is a
most important one. There is no such thing
as a “sectiion off the Body of Christ." **the
Bodv is Owe,™ but t!erf are ™ bands™ amd
*joints of supply,” fulfilling specially related
and represemtative functions or ministries.
All the * members >* may n-t be in equal good
health, development. life. fellowship, but they
are not thereby ctit off.

Christ will never hive a mutilated Body.

We are not unaware of the greatness of the
difficulty and problem with which we are here
confronted. At the same time we make bold
to tackle it for the Lord's glory. 1f only certain
principles are recognised ana established there is
some hope of improvement, at least to some
extent. We must, therefore, in the first place
keep clearly before us that it is only the really
born anew childrem of God, in whom there is
something of the Spirit, who are in view.
Not the vast accretion to “ Christendom * ar
* organised ™ and traditionell Clviidiiamity of
* ymixed multitudes?!” However - bad may be
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the condition spiritusllly of the former, they
are not to be excluded from the spririt of fellon-
ship. That dees not mean fellowship in works
of that whieh Is wreng, but it does mean
earnest and leving sellcitude for recovery
therefrem. Hew patiently and diligently, and
ingenieusly has many a surgeon or doctor
worked to find some polnt of contact with life
with a patient whese hold and interest was
practically imperceptible. Should it be less so
with us in this so much greater battle with
spiritual death ?

But the main point is this. The Lord must
have an instrument which He has formed in the
fire and to which He has given peculiar revel:
tion of Himself. This instrument will have to
stand upen a peculiarly pure basis of life in Gadl.
Whatever the rest may de, it dare not take its
lead frem them. Its methods, means, and
standards are these whieh have shed the Jess
fature elements. Of seme it weuld stand as
Ged's plummet te reveal ereokedness; to
shew shertness of God's bast, of Ged's better.
Whe watild elaifn te Rave reached Ged's best 7)

muen greater eest will have te be met b

steh ?B i?é%ﬂiﬁi‘éﬂé; and there will be liftle
Elaes_ aft foF spifutusl prde if it is muallg
BRstituied a mis memallg apprenerded.
New the chiet ditiicutty, as histery has shewn,
is haw to have sHER & ministry, eBnstitiird By
revelation of the Lord threugh suffering, and
held it in relztien 8 Atk tHe Lerd's pesple,
and aveld separstish IR spiFif; sehism iR the
*Bedy,;” exelusivensss and ¥ waertigihiness.”
It is the easiest thing te withdraw te seme given
peifnt and lesk dewn en all ethers, and malke
it a matter ef “ W e e RRAYE, Yo MUt
eere to us."”

The Lord will lose much this way. No;
while in practical matters for consistency’s sake,

there may hare e ddbdavititdeinenlabaslatsoviviere

error predominates, yet the preservation of
what there is of God must be diligently sought
in spirit. While there can be no official link
with what Is wrong, there can and must be a
reaching out in spirit to keep the door open
for the more excellent way.

The next thing is to apprehend the Divine
meaning behind the creating of this instrument.
Surely it is twofold. Firstly to have for Him-
self that in the earth which is as close a proxi-
mation to His own mind as possible. That it
should not be true that there is nothing which
is in any real way an expression of the Lord's

mind. Thus further, He would have that,
which cleaves a way through for othars: So
it ever W&is- in battles of old. The specially
trained and disciplined broke through fer
others. Again, there must be that whieh gives
the Lord His pelat toward whiech te werk. As
He creates a sense of need in His peeple and
leads them on thereby, He would have that
which ean be His means of meeting that need
in spirituel knowledge. That the Lord directs
hungry ones to such as know Him through
special dealings is a principle not far to seek
in the Divine record. A Corneliius and a Peter
(Aets x.), an Agg;lles and a Priseilla and Aquilla
(Aets xviil.), &e. There Is sueh a thing as

Election fo Special Service

and there ought to be mutual recognition of this.

When the Lord Jesus took Peter and James
and John .into the more inward activities and
revelations of His life, especially up to the
Mount of Tran iony, He was not guilty
of an act of schism in the Body In ipeineiple.
What the others thought or felt we de net knew,
but in the long run we know that it was ministry
in viewi,ﬂt]ﬁlot %:g%nﬁl egfefegenee or to make them
a spec: and separate company.
A gpreat g]eed Waig coming, agd this was@g{s
method of providing for the need which weuld
one day be created.

The appreciation of what He did and what
they knew had to tarry until that need arose.
There will never be an appreciation of special
resource without conscious need, but such need
will justify God's methods, and prove His
wisdom sound. God has from the beginning
of the world always had His escape ready before
the fire broke out ; His lifeboat before the wreeck ;
His store before the famine ; His Cross befere
the curse. His peculiar ways with seme are in
view of a coming need which will give them a
peculiar ministry. There are those whe are eut
on a general basls of activity with the Lerd
golng all the time In a continucus Sireat of
good works. There are alse these whe are eut
oft from much in measure and reserved for what
the others cannot do ; less in bulk, but perhaps
of indispensable worth and serviee in emergeney,
and beyond a certain general peint ef attain:
ment. The latter have te bide their time in
patience, but when their tifie dees eome it is
their time in the Lord, and ne ene else éan de the
work. Let us returm to our main [prineiple,
namely that

B
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Remnants are Relative.
The remnants of which we speke in eur first
ghapter were not something cenclusive In
themselves. - Sometifes a remnant 6f ofily a
gouple of tribes is referred to as * All Israel,”
shewing their represendative eharacter. While
ifl the fiFsé instanee the mevement was on the

art of a few, esmparabvely, there was a

Fiekling after them from time 10 time as there
Was Ehae te which sueh tricklings ceuld &sme.
The rempant Was net eonclisive.

We must keep clearly and strongly before us
the fact that, while the Lord must have His
testimony maintained in the earth, and while
He desires all His people to enter into the
fulness of llght and truth, and while there is
clearly seen to"be different companies of His
people in heaven, both as to time and position,
the main charazctenm of any company whtch
may be termed “ a remnant.” o *‘@recoeoneess,"
is that of vocation ; that is, they stand in a
vocational relationship to all other really born
anew children of . It is something which
they are called to be and to do which is pre-
paratory for the rest. They have, ammongst
other things to “ pass over fully armed before
their brethren *' to cleave a way and take the
first shock of spirituall antagonism.

Now, before crystallisimg) the nature of this
instrument we will say just a little more on the
matter of fellowship. We have recognised two
things namely, that fellowship is limited to the
measure of life and of the Spirit, and that for
fuller fellowship there must be progress in the
life of the Spiriti; and then that, inasmuch as
every true child of God has something of Him-
self in them, there shoidd be care and diligence
In diseevering, unearthing, and fostering that.
We new eome to that sp ere where there is a

ping en with the Lerd or a seeking so to do,
wt Whieh ean enly be true building up of the
“ Body ™ 6n the ground of fellowship and love.

A Satamic Master Stroke.

Perhaps the mest—er ene of the mest—
§£9mf; rai ihm § to any whe are net In

is (Satan’s) deviees ™ is thet
£hefe ﬂevef Has beeni a spegially spirituel move-
ment 6f Ged in the earth, ealeulated to serve
Him in a partieulally useful way, but what
Satan's animesity thereto has been manifested
aleng the line of divisien, schism, diseord,
separatien, and a bresking dewn of fellowshlp
And hew eften has the real sting and stigma
been modifled by a feigning of love unbroken

and preserved, when the divided parties would
have no association with each other in the things
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